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Nov 03


				
Oz. Wizard of productivity takes readers behind the curtain where they find: not much. 160 pages of recycled, repetitive, rambling drivel. Take a pass and do something productive instead.
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Fixing the Housing Market: Financial Innovations for the Future


				
Allen, Franklin, James R. Barth and Glenn Yago


				
**


				
3/2/12


				
Data. A recent book from Wharton’s Milken Institute Series on Financial Innovations is titled, Fixing the Housing Market. I expected the book would provide a brief review of what caused the crash, and then spend the bulk of the presentation on alternative solutions. Instead, the authors provide a lengthy historical framework and lots of global data. Their analysis of the data seemed shallow, and almost all of the book covers history and data. By the time the solutions were presented, they seemed vague and too generalized to be useful. Readers looking to understand housing over the past hundred years will find useful information here. Those looking for cogent recommendations for solving our problems should look elsewhere.
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Conclave: The Politics, Personalities, and Process of the Next Papal Election


				
Allen, Jr., John L.


				
***


				
Aug 02


				
Learn through the eyes of a talented, balanced and authoritative writer what will happen behind closed doors when the next pope is chosen. Breezy, conversational writing style makes this book easy to read.
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Opus Dei: The First Objective Look Behind the Myths and Reality of the Most Controversial Force in the Catholic Church


				
Allen, Jr., John L.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Rise of Benedict XVI


				
Allen, Jr., John L.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Idea Man: A Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoft


				
Allen, Paul


				
***


				
6/18/11


				
Interests. A memoir by the Microsoft founder who is not Bill Gates comes from Paul Allen, and is titled, Idea Man. Readers interested in technology will find the first third of the book to be required reading. After Allen became ill and left Microsoft, he expanded his horizons beyond technology and used the resources he acquired at Microsoft to spend the rest of his life doing whatever he wants. Most general readers will feel a bit like Walter Mitty when reading about how Allen invested and lost or spent billions on one thing after another. One gets the feeling that Allen really enjoys life, and especially the ways in which the money he gives away is making a difference for society. So often through the book, I reflected how he was so often right, but usually early. About halfway through the book he seems more fallible as he generously describes so many ways in which he was wrong. This is a readable and entertaining memoir about a person with a wide variety of interests and who lives to pursue them all.
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The Princess of Herself


				
Allen, Roberta


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Garden Spells


				
Allen, Sarah Addison


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Mere Anarchy


				
Allen, Woody


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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In the Midst of Winter


				
Allende, Isabel


				
****


				
6/2/18


				
Maturity. Any day is a good day to read about the redemptive power of love. In her novel titled, In the Midst of Winter, Isabel Allende draws three dissimilar characters together to tell each other their personal stories. Experiences in Latin and South America about human trafficking and immigration bring them together, and the care they show each other becomes a driving force in the plot. Allende explores how maturity can deepen the love that can develop between people approaching the sunset of their lives.
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Island Beneath the Sea


				
Allende, Isabel


				
***


				
8/16/10


				
Slavery. Isabel Allende’s storytelling in her latest novel, Island Beneath the Sea, kept me engaged from beginning to end. Set in Haiti and New Orleans, this is a story of slavery and enduring relationships. Allende takes readers into the lives of slaves and masters and delivers to readers the joys and tragedies of life in vivid detail. Any fan of historical fiction, these places, or this time period, will find this novel to be a rewarding reading experience.
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The Japanese Lover


				
Allende, Isabel


				
*****


				
1/5/16


				
Passion. I’m guessing that tens of thousands of novels will be published this year that will explore the theme of love. Few of those novels will be as well written as Isabel Allende’s novel titled, The Japanese Lover. With gracious lyrical prose, Allende offers deep insight into human nature and our propensity toward enduring love. Over the course of a brisk three hundred pages, Allende develops characters over decades of time, and captures the special dynamic of aging and love. Any reader who has loved and who has aged will delight in the recognition of love and the passing of time that Allende displays in this finely written novel.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
White Girls


				
Als, Hilton


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.


				
[image: 1936365812]


		

		
				
 


				
The Trophy Kids Grow Up: How the Millennial Generation is Shaking Up the Workplace


				
Alsop, Ron


				
**


				
12/21/08


				
Expectations. Journalist Ron Alsop (The Wall Street Journal) has taken a group of columns and expanded them into a book titled, The Trophy Kids Grow Up. Alsop’s kids are the millennials, those born between 1980 and 2001, who have grown up with prosperity and have had lavish attention and praise wash over them throughout their lives. Now that they are arriving in the workplace, Alsop proposes ways that companies need to change to accommodate this generation of workers. I’m not as sure as Alsop is that this generation is shaking up the workplace. It may be that this group, to whatever extent they represent a real group, may be unrealistic in their expectations of the workplace, and are making their concerns heard. Some companies are listening and making changes; other companies are likely to tell them to grow up. Alsop provides lots of examples of what changes some companies are making. Each chapter ends with “chapter highlights” to recap his key points. I found this book to be tedious to read and sometimes repetitive. I was aghast to read about helicopter parents wanting (and sometimes getting) to sit in on performance assessment meetings with their children who are adults. My forecast is that this cohort called millennials may be starting out with expectations that some companies will be willing to meet. As the bulk of millennials come to the workforce, their expectations may become more realistic and more consistent with current corporate practices. If you read this book and decide to copy what some companies are doing, I encourage you to think twice, and make only those changes that you conclude are absolutely necessary to avoid alienating the talented millennials you want to become part of your organization.


				
[image: Image]-


		

		
				
 


				
Endgame


				
Altan, Ahmet


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Defining Moment


				
Alter, Jonathan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Promise: President Obama, Year One


				
Alter, Jonathan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Read as far as page 142, then lost interest. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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In the Country


				
Alvar, Mia


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Progress Principle: Using Small Wins to Ignite Joy, Engagement, and Creativity at Work


				
Amabile, Teresa and Steven Kramer


				
Unread


				
 


				
238 employees at seven companies provided 12,000 diary entries that became the database that the authors analyzed to draw conclusions about engaging people at work. I skimmed it, but never became interested enough to read throughout. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Comrades


				
Ambrose, Stephen E.


				
***


				
 


				
Stories of friendship from a great historian.
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To America: Personal Reflections of an Historian


				
Ambrose, Stephen E.


				
***


				
Jan 03


				
Spirit of Optimism. Read this farewell book from a fine chronicler of people and events and come away feeling better about America, Americans, and our many individual and collective achievements.
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Buffalo Lockjaw


				
Ames, Greg


				
**


				
6/14/09


				
Tetanus. Greg Ames’ debut novel, Buffalo Lockjaw, describes the holiday return of 24-year-old protagonist James to hometown Buffalo from his new life in Brooklyn writing copy for a greeting card company. Ames seems to have followed the advice of many creative writing teachers to write about what you know. He’s probably given that advice to others, since Ames is a creative writing teacher at Brooklyn College. Ames knows Buffalo, and presents the struggles and quirks of that place with mastery in this novel. In many respects, Buffalo is the best developed character in the book. James is both naïve and immature, and in grief over his mother’s Alzheimer’s disease he explores euthanasia as a way to give her what he thinks she wants. His stoic father, from whose expression Ames chose his book title, has sold the family home and struggles to pay for his wife’s care. James’ lesbian sister and her partner arrived for Thanksgiving from Oregon to announce her pregnancy. On top of this mix of main characters, James revisits Buffalo friends and finds them in various states of dissolution, not unlike the city. I had the sense in reading Buffalo Lockjaw that Ames had assembled vignettes about the city and some characters and then pasted this novel together with that old material. In a clever way, he interspersed among the novel’s chapters the text of audio interviews that James did with quintessential Buffalo characters. Anyone with a particular connection to Buffalo will find a lot to enjoy in this novel. Readers willing to give a chance to a first-time author will also find some good writing on these pages. Critical readers are likely to find ample faults with characters, plot and dialogue to have preferred a tetanus shot rather than spend time reading Buffalo Lockjaw.
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Wake Up, Sir!


				
Ames, Jonathan


				
**


				
Nov 04


				
Stupor. With a bow to P.G. Wodehouse, this novel gives us a heavy drinking protagonist and his butler, Jeeves, and some funny episodes. Rambling narrative and directionless plot.
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Human Capital


				
Amidon, Stephen


				
***


				
Feb 05


				
Short. Striving suburban Connecticut life creates prosperity for all those around protagonist Drew Hagel, while he faces sequential failures.
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Security


				
Amidon, Stephen


				
***


				
6/9/09


				
Insecure. Stephen Amidon’s new novel, Security, explores many aspects of personal insecurity and the ways in which each of us remains fundamentally insecure, no matter how strong we’ve made our defenses. Protagonist Edward Inman owns a security company and leads a comfortable life in Massachusetts with his wife, Meg, an alderman running for mayor. Their relationship has become loveless, and after Ed reconnects with his old flame, Kathryn, recently divorced, he becomes involved in her life and issues, crumbling the already weak foundations of his own. A broader cast of characters, most of whom are unlikeable for one reason or another, exhibit behaviors that disclose the range of ways in which we try to overcome the insecurity that we want to hide from others. Amidon’s writing is superb, and this satire of modern life and relationships can be read with detachment or with an identification with one or more of the behaviors these characters as we try to find happiness or acceptance with others. Security is a timely novel by a talented writer.  
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The New City


				
Amidon, Stephen


				
***


				
6/00


				
Fast-moving vacation novel set in 1973 in the not-very disguised planned community of Columbia, Maryland. Amidon nails racial tension and human relationships. Enjoyable.
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The Real Justine


				
Amidon, Stephen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Sublime Engine: A Biography of the Human Heart


				
Amidon, Stephen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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Experience: A Memoir


				
Amis, Martin


				
***


				
 


				
Amis picks up on the trendy memoir genre and applies his talent to a tale of his own life. Amis is a fine writer and this work helps readers gain insight into Amis’ life experiences, especially his relationship with his father, writer Kingsley Amis.
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House of Meetings


				
Amis, Martin


				
**


				
Oct 07


				
Grim. Finely written examination of evil set in a Soviet gulag presented by a troubled narrator who alternated between not knowing what was going on to participating with relish in the evil.
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Lionel Asbo: State of England


				
Amis, Martin


				
****


				
11/8/12


				
Prison. If you love social satire and superb writing, you’re likely to enjoy Martin Amis’ novel, Lionel Asbo: State of England. The lower class world of modern London provides the energy for Amis to display his great writing talent. Protagonist Lionel Asbo is a thug and a sociopath who changed his name from Pepperdine to Asbo, as a homage to his major accomplishment in life thus far: anti-social behavior orders from the time he was three years old. Another skill is his ability to train dogs to be vicious. The calmest periods in Lionel’s life are when he is in prison. While there he learns that he has won 140 million pounds in the lottery. The result is that he has become a celebrity thug and his over the top behavior is exactly what a reader would expect. The remaining members of the cast of characters are presented with precision, especially nephew Desmond Pepperdine, and Lionel’s mother, Grace. The language is pitch perfect in its garble, and the humor soars. There’s love and hate on these pages, true evil and abiding goodness. Readers who appreciate fine writing and careful language selection are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Pregnant Widow


				
Amis, Martin


				
****


				
6/2/10


				
Stratagems. Maybe Martin Amis will finally win the Booker prize. His new novel, The Pregnant Widow, set mostly in the summer of 1970, provides the sweep, language, imagery and character development of the quintessential English novel. Protagonist Keith Nearing has joined his girlfriend Lily in Italy for the summer, in the castle of her friend Scheherazade’s uncle Jorquil, the romantic target of another houseguest, Gloria Beautyman. A broader cast of engaging characters come and go, as the sexual revolution satisfies and teases Keith. He gets some of what he wants, more than he imagines, and then nothing at all. Throughout the summer, Keith is reading the English canon of great novels, as he plots stratagems to pursue his carnal interests. Through chapters set in the present and in-between, readers come to understand just how pivotal that summer was for Keith and others. Amis writes with great skill and fans of finely written literary novels are likely to appreciate the talent he displays here.
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The Second Plane: September 11: Terror and Boredom


				
Amis, Martin


				
***


				
Aug 08


				
Reflections. Fourteen pieces including essays, book reviews and short stories, arranged chronologically, show the evolution of this fine writer’s thinking, and display his skills.
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The Zone of Interest


				
Amis, Martin


				
****


				
2/23/15


				
Character. Martin Amis hasn’t finished with the Holocaust yet. In his novel titled, The Zone of Interest, Amis has a lot going on. He is exploring deep moral questions and concerns. He presents the ordinary presence of evil in everyday life. Into that setting, he presents characters who love and laugh. Individual and group psychosis can be a challenge to examine, and Amis is up for the challenge. He presents readers with the questions that we have to keep asking about the Holocaust. He doesn’t offer answers. His finely written prose will appeal to all thoughtful readers who enjoy literary fiction and who appreciate multiple levels of meaning.
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Hungry Monkey: A Food-Loving Father's Quest to Raise an Adventurous Eater


				
Amster, Matthew


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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What the Family Needed


				
Amsterdam, Steven


				
Unread


				
 


				
Nothing clicked by the time I reached page 65, so I stopped reading. Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Nerds: Who They Are and Why We Need Them


				
Anderegg, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Perfect Enough: Carly Fiorina and the Reinvention of Hewlett-Packard


				
Anders, George


				
***


				
May 03


				
Sell. Anders tells ample stories about the past and present career of Carly Fiorina and her achievement of landing the top H-P job and merging with Compaq. Engaging stories make this book a pleasure to read.
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Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire: A 500-Year History


				
Andersen, Kurt


				
****


				
12/7/17


				
Belief. The blurred line between reality and fantasy isn’t a contemporary development in American life, according to Kurt Andersen in his book titled, Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire: A 500-Year History. “America was the dreamworld creation of fantasists, some religious and some out to get rich quick, all with a freakish appetite for the amazing.” (p.427). Readers with strong religious beliefs will feel somewhat dismissed in those beliefs when they read Andersen’s categorization of them as fantasists. Readers who share Andersen’s worldview will find almost five hundred pages of statistics, anecdotes, and selective stories of American life to show that over a long period of time, fertile ground in America provided the soil in which fantasy and reality blurred and became widespread. Truth has become a matter of feeling, not fact, and that didn’t happen overnight. Whether offended or vindicated by Andersen’s book, every reader can understand our contemporary society better by reading about our past and seeing in that past the foundations of modern life.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Heyday


				
Andersen, Kurt


				
***


				
4/25/10


				
Details. Any reader picking up a work of historical fiction with over 600 pages of narrative should expect close attention to detail. Kurt Andersen delivers details by the yard in Heyday. Set in the mid-nineteenth century, readers who like that historical period will savor in what this book offers. Andersen sweeps across America from New York to California, while the events of the time come to boil and overflow. Science, adventure and love fill these pages with such detail that a reader feels present.  
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Reset: How This Crisis Can Restore Our Values and Renew America


				
Andersen, Kurt


				
***


				
9/21/09


				
Optimism. No matter how little time you have available for reading, you’re likely to find the time to read the 70 or so pages of Kurt Anderson’s new book, Reset: How This Crisis Can Restore Our Values and Renew America. Anderson proposes that we have a window of opportunity in the current financial crisis to carefully reset our values, both personally and communally, to make different choices going forward. He delivers his optimistic message stridently with clear opinions that can border on the preachy. He gets his message across quickly, and that left me with plenty of time to reflect on his message, and to think about my own values and the degree to which I may have drifted from the values I hold.
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True Believers


				
Andersen, Kurt


				
***


				
9/20/12


				
Bond. The latest novel by Kurt Andersen, True Believers, is set in the 1960s and the present. Protagonist Karen Hollander has been writing a memoir and trying to recall many of the details of her radical activities in high school and college. She and two close friends in high school were James Bond fans to the extreme. In college, their opposition to the Vietnam War led them to radical activity. Andersen dribbles out this plot in ways that kept me curious and entertained. He develops complex characters a layer at a time and captures the ways in which the past can feel present both in terms of personal bonds and in the impact of action in the past on life today. Trust and belief are explored in how things happened in the past and what that means for today. Readers who are patient with slowly paced stories, and who enjoy intelligent writing are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Turn of the Century


				
Andersen, Kurt


				
***


				
 


				
Compared favorably to Tom Wolfe, Andersen writes a funny book about the media set in February 2000.
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Free: The Future of a Radical Price


				
Anderson, Chris


				
***


				
8/22/09


				
Marginal. Most readers will find something interesting or useful in Chris Anderson’s new book, Free: The Future of a Radical Price. Expanded from a February 2008 article in Wired, Free explores the various ways in which success can come from offering something at a price of zero. For a limited time, Anderson made this book available online for free (where I read most of it before reading the rest for free from a library copy). Anderson got into some trouble when this book was released and some parts of it were identified as being lifted intact from Wikipedia. Part of Anderson’s explanation of this attribution error was the challenge of attribution to something that changes form regularly, and he and his publisher having different views on noting hyperlinks. This sloppiness may distract some readers, but I found the book to be a breezy exploration of trends, and had no expectation that this was a work of scholarship. Coined words like “freemium” may cause some readers to wince and others to smile. Anderson comes across as confident and arrogant at times with his views. Underneath these distractions, there’s a message worth hearing, and reading Free will encourage readers to think about this issue.
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Makers: The New Industrial Revolution


				
Anderson, Chris


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Long Tail


				
Anderson, Chris


				
*****


				
Nov 06


				
Niches. Simple concepts, summarized in our review and excerpt, with huge implications and consequences for producers and distributors. Our highest rating because of that potential impact.
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Our Black Year: One Family's Quest to Buy Black in America's Racially Divided Economy


				
Anderson, Maggie


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Boom Town: The Fantastical Saga of Oklahoma City, its Chaotic Founding... its Purloined Basketball Team, and the Dream of Becoming a World-class Metropolis


				
Anderson, Sam


				
*****


				
10/12/18


				
Thunder. I had no particular reason to pick up a copy of Sam Anderson’s book titled, Boom Town: The Fantastical Saga of Oklahoma City, its Chaotic Founding... its Purloined Basketball Team, and the Dream of Becoming a World-class Metropolis. I have little interest in Oklahoma, and no interest in professional basketball. I followed the recommendation of a reader with that same incuriosity and I’m glad I did. Sam Anderson is a great storyteller and he alternates among a variety of story lines throughout this finely written book. Whether he is writing about the original land run that established Oklahoma City in 1889, or the travails of its pro basketball team, the havoc of tornadoes, or the bombing of the Murrah building, Anderson draws readers into the people and the place with great skill. I won’t necessarily visit Oklahoma after reading this book, and I won’t start following pro basketball, but I will look for Sam Anderson’s byline and anticipate terrific writing from this talented author.
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Lawrence in Arabia: War, Deceit, Imperial Folly and the Making of the Modern Middle East


				
Anderson, Scott


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Busted: Life Inside the Great Mortgage Meltdown


				
Andrews, Edmund L.


				
**


				
7/2/09


				
Neighbors. In so many ways Ed Andrews’ personal story of mortgage disaster was both more and less than I expected. Busted: Life Inside the Great Mortgage Meltdown presents the embarrassing story of a New York Times economic reporter’s personal financial and personal crises of the last few years. One would expect that an educated and informed person would have averted predatory loans and would not have spent so far beyond one’s means, but we humans are complicated, and Andrews’ story is like that of many others. He divorced, and faced increased expenses by adding his own housing expenses. He remarried, and his costs increased further. Both he and his new wife were reckless with spending and never quite found a productive way of talking about money and spending. For readers who love schadenfreude, Busted will be very satisfying. For fans of reality television, this print version of Cribs might be entertaining. For any reader who wonders about what kind of people get themselves into financial muddles, Andrews and his wife offer some answers but little sympathy because of their selfishness, immaturity and overall recklessness. If these people are our neighbors, the neighborhood is in trouble.
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The Truth About the Drug Companies: How They Deceive Us and What To Do About It


				
Angell, Marcia


				
***


				
Apr 05


				
Deceit. Abundant examples of the deceit from big pharma followed by specific suggestions for reform. Keep blood pressure medication close at hand when turning these pages.
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Let Me Finish


				
Angell, Roger


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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This Old Man: All in Pieces


				
Angell, Roger


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Canon: A Whirligig tour of the Beautiful Basics of Science


				
Angier, Natalie


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2007
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Dragnet Nation: A Quest for Privacy, Security, and Freedom in a World of Relentless Surveillance


				
Angwin, Julia


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Ticket to Childhood


				
Anh, Nguyen Nhat


				
***


				
2/18/15


				
Reflection. Like a birder adding a new sighting to one’s list, I decided that since I’ve not read any Vietnamese novels, I should try out a popular one titled, Ticket to Childhood, by Nguyen Nhat Anh. I read this novel in a single sitting, and enjoyed the nature of the reflection: finding a way to cross the chasm from adulthood back to childhood. I found the introspective narrator interesting and the reflections poignant. If any of that sounds intriguing to you, read a sample before leaping in.
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Modern Romance


				
Ansari, Aziz


				
****


				
9/2/16


				
Anthropology. I’ve been absent from the dating scene for more decades than I can reasonably remember, so reading Aziz Ansari’s book on the subject titled, Modern Romance, was like reading anthropological ethnography about an unfamiliar culture. One clear difference is that few ethnographies are this humorous. Were Ansari not so funny, I might have been totally confused and lost. If this book was entertaining to an old guy like me, it must be a real delight to anyone under age 40.
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Blue Water


				
Ansay, A. Manette


				
Unread
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Good Things I Wish For You


				
Ansay, A. Manette


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Midnight Champagne


				
Ansay, A. Manette


				
***


				
10/99


				
Consider packing this book for a coast-to-coast flight, or enjoying it as a great weekend or evening break.
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The Art of Napping at Work


				
Anthony, Bill


				
Unread


				
11/99


				
Looking forward to reading this.
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Tales from the Boom-Boom Room: Women vs. Wall Street


				
Antilla, Susan


				
***


				
May 03


				
Explosive. Life for women trying to succeed on Wall Street in recent decades was worse than you ever imagined. Antilla tells what happened, how women sued, how Wall Street made changes, and how legal strategists kept things quiet and inexpensive.
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The UnAmericans


				
Antopol, Molly


				
****


				
10/29/14


				
Identity. There are eight superb short stories in the debut collection by Molly Antopol titled, The UnAmericans. It’s usually a steep challenge for writers to develop characters fully within the confined space of the short story. Antopol’s characters are so deeply developed that I re-read at least two of these stories to see how she achieved so much complexity within just a few pages. Many of the stories explore the theme of identity, and Antopol drew me into some of the deep questions she explores, and made me feel deeply for the situations faced by her characters. Fans of short stories are those readers most likely to enjoy this finely written collection.
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The Emerald Light in the Air


				
Antrim, Donald


				
****


				
11/7/14


				
Compact. I thoroughly enjoyed re-reading the seven short stories by Donald Antrim assembled in a collection named after one of them, The Emerald Light in the Air. I recalled each story from when I read it first in The New Yorker, and yet I never felt I wanted to skip or skim even one of them. Antrim’s prose style is likely to be appreciated by those readers who enjoy literary fiction. Antrim has the ability to present characters very completely developed within the constraints of a short story. Fans of fine writing should take a look at this collection.
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Immunity


				
Antrim, Taylor


				
****


				
4/21/16


				
Inoculation. For some readers, one of the best forms of inoculation from the terrors of modern life is to read a dystopian novel in which that fictional world is even worse than the fearful one in which we live. Immunity by Taylor Antrim offers readers a world following a pandemic experiencing economic inequality, conspiracies, and a change in social order. In such a world, the search to fulfill desires takes some outlandish forms, and Antrim makes all of the behavior seem so expected, plausible and reasonable. That, my friends, should frighten any thoughtful reader.
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The Headmaster Ritual


				
Antrim, Taylor


				
***


				
Oct 07


				
Force. Debut novel set in Massachusetts prep school riffs on the ways in which power and force build up and blow, on many levels. A quirky North Korea motif adds to the entertainment.
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Dumb Money: Adventures of a Day Trader


				
Anuff, Joey and Gary Wolf


				
***


				
6/00


				
An amusing and well-written book that provides a glimpse into the world of day trading.  Recommended.
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The Amazing Mr. Morality


				
Appel, Jacob M.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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As If: Idealization and Ideals


				
Appiah, Kwame Anthony


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Apple’s America


				
Apple, R.W.


				
Unread
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Thomas Jefferson


				
Appleby, Joyce Oldham


				
Unread
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Enemies Within: Inside the NYPD's Secret Spying Unit and bin Laden's Final Plot Against America


				
Apuzzo, Matt and Adam Goldman


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Cellophane


				
Arana, Marie


				
***


				
Oct 06


				
Transparency. Set in the jungles of Peru, this debut novel presents fine prose, well-developed characters, multiple levels of meaning, and interesting ways of making hidden desires manifest.
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False Impression


				
Archer, Jeffrey


				
Unread
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The El Paso Red Flame Gas Station


				
Archuleta, J. Reeder


				
Unread
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Flawed Advice and the Management Trap: How Managers Can Know When They're Getting Good Advice and When They're Not


				
Argyris, Chris


				
****


				
05/00


				
Having trouble implementing the recommendations of consultants? Argyris explains why and takes on other consultants in the process. Highly recommended
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Predictably Irrational: The Hidden Forces That Shape Our Decisions


				
Ariely, Dan


				
***


				
June 08


				
Experiments. MIT behavioral economist presents lively and readable insights from array of experiments that seem to show that not only is human behavior irrational, but also it is predictable.
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The (Honest) Truth About Dishonesty: How We Lie to Everyone---Especially Ourselves


				
Ariely, Dan


				
Unread
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The Upside of Irrationality: The Unexpected Benefits of Defying Logic at Work and at Home


				
Ariely, Dan


				
Unread
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Hedwig and Berti


				
Arkin, Frieda


				
Unread
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A Short History of Myth


				
Armstrong, Karen


				
**


				
Feb 06


				
Context. Survey of the evolution of myth as culture and civilization changed. This first book in the Canongate myth series sets a context, and without reading the myths, leaves the reader with theory, but not examples.   
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Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence


				
Armstrong, Karen


				
Unread
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St. Paul: The Apostle We Love to Hate


				
Armstrong, Karen


				
Unread
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The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out of Darkness


				
Armstrong, Karen


				
Unread
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Every Second Counts


				
Armstrong, Lance


				
***


				
Dec 03


				
Discomfort. How do you spend your time? Tour de France champion and cancer survivor provides dozens of stories that reinforce the reality that every second brings us closer to or further away from our goals.
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It's Not About the Bike: My Journey Back to Life


				
Armstrong, Lance


				
***


				
11/00


				
Inspirational story of courage and spirit of cancer survivor and Tour de France winner Lance Armstrong.
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Corporate Cults: The Insidious Lure of the All-Consuming Organization


				
Arnott, Dave


				
Unread


				
2/00


				
Quoted from Fortune article on 100 best companies.
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The House of Rumour


				
Arnott, Jake


				
***


				
6/25/13


				
Puzzled. Readers who like puzzles and have the patience to endure a convoluted prose structure are those who might enjoy Jake Arnott’s The House of Rumour. I was entertained by the ways in which Arnott drew in plot lines involving writers Ian Fleming, L. Ron Hubbard, Philip K. Dick and Robert Heinlein. Arnott crosses decades and adds a Rudolf Hess suicide to the mix for good measure. Arnott uses the character Larry Zagorski, a pulp fiction writer, as the glue to try to pull all this together. Secrets abound, narrators change frequently, and I found the best way to proceed was to give myself up to wherever Arnott was taking me. Read an excerpt to see if this book is one you might enjoy reading.
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The Long Firm


				
Arnott, Jake


				
*


				
Feb 02


				
Multiple narrators describe gay English gangster Harry Starks’ life of crime, violence and sex. No compelling reason to read this novel.
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The First Crusade


				
Asbridge, Thomas


				
Unread
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1947: Where Now Begins


				
Åsbrink, Elisabeth


				
Unread
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Never Again


				
Ashcroft, John


				
Unread
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God: A Human History


				
Aslan, Reza


				
***


				
1/23/18


				
Sweeping. After I finished reading Reza Aslan’s book titled, God: A Human History, my first thought was to wonder what God thought of the book. My conclusion was that God would be amused, as I expect God usually is when we try to think or write about God. Written for a general audience, this readable book provides a sweeping overview of the author’s views of the history of religion and the ways in which humans have strived to understand the divine.
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No God But God


				
Aslan, Reza


				
***


				
Oct 05


				
Primer. Well-written introduction to the history of Islam, its evolution, and its place in the modern world.
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Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth


				
Aslan, Reza


				
****


				
8/6/13


				
Overshadowed. A brouhaha following Reza Aslan’s interview with Lauren Green on Fox News boosted sales of his book, Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth. That’s good for Aslan and for those readers who might not have picked up this book had they not heard all the buzz. Aslan is a scholar and a Muslim who presents a very readable and accessible narrative about the historical Jesus. His scholarship draws on the work of many others in recent decades who have explored all sources of information about the historical Jesus. Aslan notes how the theology of Paul about Jesus the Christ overshadowed the historical Jesus. Both the historical Jesus and the Jesus of faith are worth reading about, and Aslan’s book will provide a great basis for book discussion among both believers and non-believers. If the minor kerfuffle over this book gets people from different religions talking about faith, that’s a good thing for everybody.
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From Bruges with Love


				
Aspe, Pieter


				
****


				
4/21/16


				
Corruption. The third Pieter Van In crime mystery by Pieter Aspe is titled, From Bruges with Love. Squeamish readers may want to take a pass, or read quickly past some of the graphic and grisly descriptions. I marveled at the way Aspe would alternate between the gruesomeness of a crime scene and the charming domestic life of Van In and his wife, Deputy prosecutor Hannelore Martens. Hannelore is pregnant, and she wants Van In to cut back on his smoking, drinking and overeating. Van In’s persistence in a case involving bones found while digging for a home renovation leads to the revelation of a crime and cover up by some very powerful individuals. Fans of crime fiction should find something to enjoy in this book.
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The Fourth Figure


				
Aspe, Pieter


				
*****


				
1/16/17


				
Surprises. The fourth installment in the Pieter Van In detective mystery set in Bruges, Belgium, is titled, The Fourth Figure. I’ve enjoyed each installment better than the one before, and the surprises in this novel were a real pleasure. Van In is that ideal flawed hero: competent and very imperfect. Van In’s wife, District Attorney Hannelore Martens, is pregnant and Van In hasn’t a clue as to how their lives will change. Fans of crime fiction with good writing are those most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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The Midas Murders


				
Aspe, Pieter


				
****


				
4/7/14


				
Crafty. Be warned: if you read The Midas Murders by Peter Aspe, you may be setting yourself up for reading every book in this series as they are translated from Flemish. Set in the beautiful city of Bruges, Belgium, the protagonist is police inspector Van In, a crafty, moody and often whiskey-sodden character. The city and police inspector are a perfect pair. Van In has to set aside some personal problems, including the foreclosure of his house, to investigate the murder of a German visitor and the bombing of the statue of a Flemish poet. In’s romantic relationship with prosecutor Hannelore Martens provides another respite from his troubled life, alongside his work. Aspe respects the intelligence of readers with a complicated case, and despite all the possible distractions, In gets to the bottom of things by the end. This was my first exposure to Aspe, and when I finished this second installment, I added the first in the series to my reading queue. I’m hooked.    
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The Square of Revenge


				
Aspe, Pieter


				
****


				
6/27/14


				
Betrayal. The first novel by Pieter Aspe to feature Belgian detective Pieter Van In is titled, The Square of Revenge. I started reading this series with the second installment translated into English titled, The Midas Murders, and I was hooked. Readers who enjoy character-driven crime fiction should consider reading this novel and the series. The action starts with an unusual burglary of a family owned jewelry store. Van In arrives on the scene and meets an attractive deputy prosecutor, Hannelore Martens. Their interplay provides a lot of the pleasure to readers of this book. Something strange is happening, and the well-connected paterfamilias wants the burglary investigation to die a quiet death. Instead, Van In and Hannelore pursue it, and when a kidnapping in the family increases attention, they focus all their efforts on bringing the case to a satisfactory conclusion. This is a story of family betrayal and the revenge that serves as a type of justice for what happened in the past.
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Somewhere Towards the End: A Memoir


				
Athill, Diana


				
***


				
7/16/09


				
Spunky. Memoirs can lead readers to reflect on some of life’s big questions through a peek into an individual’s recollections of the paths taken. Diana Athill’s memoir, Somewhere Towards the End, was written by her at age 91, following fifty years as a literary editor. Her writing is clear and crisp, and she tackles those aspects of life many of us would prefer to avoid, ignore, or just wish would not happen to us. She covers relationships, sex, religion, and health with a dispatch and a way of talking about herself that does not preach to readers. The losses that come with the passage of time need not remove the spunk from life or diminish optimism. The fewer than two hundred pages of Somewhere Towards the End  made me feel just fine about whatever the passage of time will bring to my life.
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The English Teacher


				
Atir, Yiftach Reicher


				
****


				
11/21/17


				
Mossad. Fans of spy novels are those readers most likely to enjoy Yiftach Reicher Atir’s novel titled, The English Teacher. Protagonist Rachel Goldschmitt has been a Mossad agent living in a Muslim country under a false identity and working as a teacher. Following the death of her father, she disappears and the Mossad sends her handler, Ehud, to track her down and help assess whether she presents a risk. Atir tells an interesting story about a complicated individual and explores the question of identity. I was entertained.
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Robert B. Parker's Lullaby


				
Atkins, Ace


				
***


				
9/25/12


				
Consistent. The estate of Robert B. Parker selected Ace Atkins to continue the franchise by writing Spenser novels. The first, Robert B. Parker’s Lullaby, provides great continuity for this legendary detective fiction. Atkins keeps dialogue and structure consistent with Parker’s model, and if anything he has fleshed out the novel more thoroughly than Parker did in his later novels. I decided to read this novel out of curiosity to see how true Atkins would be to the Parker model. I enjoyed reading this novel, and expect that most Parker and Spenser fans will be pleased to see more of this character in coming years. For me, I’ll probably move on to living authors developing their own characters.
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A God in Ruins


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
*****


				
7/24/15


				
Teddy. Two years ago, I loved reading Kate Atkinson’s novel Life After Life in which protagonist Ursula Todd died in every chapter. Atkinson now presents a novel titled,  A God in Ruins, with Ursula’s brother, Teddy, as protagonist. Teddy was an RAF bomber in World War II, and Atkinson’s prose about war is among the best I’ve read. War confounds reason as we destroy much of what we are trying to save and defend. She takes apart Teddy and members of his family to examine him from many time periods and perspectives, in every setting drawing a complete picture of ordinary life. I highly recommend this finely written novel that is one of the best I’ve read this year.
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Case Histories


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
Unread
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Life After Life


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
*****


				
4/12/13


				
Again. Very few readers are likely to receive Kate Atkinson’s novel, Life After Life, in a lukewarm manner. Chances are you will love it or hate it. The conceit she develops is that the protagonist, Ursula Todd, dies again and again. In each new life, some things remain the same, and other things change. While I am often impatient, I yielded to Atkinson and let her lead me again and again to a similar and different life. I found the nuance and the repetition to be so carefully crafted that I marveled at her skill and enjoyed her prose thoroughly. This novel is like nothing else I’ve read and I loved the creativity are imagination displayed.
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One Good Turn


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
***


				
Dec 06


				
Connections. Intelligent mystery set in Edinburgh with plethora of connections that come together at the end. Full of loyalty, betrayal and revenge.
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Started Early, Took My Dog


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
****


				
5/8/11


				
Identity. Intelligent readers who like a complicated plot can count on Kate Atkinson to give us well-written pages to enjoy. Her latest Jackson Brodie novel is titled, Started Early, Took My Dog. By the time Brodie appears in the novel, several interesting plot lines have been developed. Keeping track of who’s who is part of the pleasure, and Atkinson’s literary references provided added entertainment. The question of identity is at the center of concern for many of the characters, and Atkinson plays with that theme in multiple ways. The result is a very satisfying novel that requires a reader’s attention and engagement throughout.
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Transcription


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
*****


				
11/6/18


				
Layers. I loved reading Kate Atkinson’s novel titled, Transcription, for many reasons. Atkinson’s finely written prose will please those readers who enjoy literary fiction and the art of writing. The protagonist of this novel, Juliet Armstrong, starts out as a strong and complex character and by the novel’s ending, the layers of Juliet’s complexity attain greater richness. Recruited first as a transcriber of spy tapes, then as a spy for MI5 during World War II, Juliet has something about her that makes her stand out and blend in at the same time. Atkinson captures the time period with great skill and offers a plot that will please readers who enjoy a twist and turn. Finally, I loved the wit sprinkled throughout the novel, especially the ineptitude by so many characters that it became funny.
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When Will There Be Good News?


				
Atkinson, Kate


				
****


				
3/28/09


				
Clever. Kate Atkinson reprises retired police detective Jackson Brodie in her new novel, When Will There Be Good News? She adds a cast of interesting and quirky characters, and engages them in clever plots and subplots that keep a reader thinking and engaged throughout the 400 pages of the novel. The past looms like a shadow over characters like Dr. Jo Hunter, and how she behaves in the present has much to do with tragedy from her past. Dr. Hunter’s teenage nanny, Reggie Chase, is an orphan and acts as an amateur detective to great success. She is wiser and more focused than her age would lead others to expect. Her brother looms over her life. Brodie and Detective Chief Inspector Louise Morris rediscover each other on these pages, and each has a marriage partner that may not bring the same quality of relationship that these two have with each other. The clever writing and depth of character development combine to make this novel a very satisfying book to read.  
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My Life in the Middle Ages


				
Atlas, James


				
Unread
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Taduno’s Song


				
Atogun, Odafe


				
****


				
7/6/18


				
Choice. For those readers who look to fiction to transport us to unfamiliar places, consider reading Odafe Atogun’s finely written debut novel titled, Taduno’s Song. Reminiscent of the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice, the novel presents a love story set within a tyrannical regime. Protagonist Taduno returns to his homeland from exile and finds that while he left as a popular musical celebrity, upon his return no one remembers him. Atogun sets up Taduno to make a difficult choice, and by the time that choice is made, readers will recognize harmony in the decision made for love.
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All Grown Up


				
Attenberg, Jami


				
****


				
4/25/17


				
Andrea. Every stone seems turned in the life of Andrea Bern as presented by Jami Attenberg in a finely written novel titled, All Grown Up. This novel is an intense character study that moves back and forth in time as we are presented a complete picture of the very interesting protagonist, Andrea Bern. Humor and heartbreak are often within a few sentences of each other. Andrea is single, needy and needed. The novel explores the question of what it means to be an adult, and the path toward that answer brought me great reading pleasure.
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The Middlesteins


				
Attenberg, Jami


				
****


				
2/26/13


				
Taut. Jami Attenberg’s novel, The Middlesteins, will appeal to readers like me who can explore dysfunction in a family and find humor, compassion and empathy. Food takes center stage in this novel, as it has in the relationship between protagonists Edie and Richard Middlestein. Attenberg draws a taut line in the novel as she presents troubled and sad characters who create much of their own distress. Too extreme and the characters would be unbelievable. I thought Attenberg used a light touch to make these characters fully human and recognizable to all readers. This novel would provide engaging conversation for book groups, especially about obsessions, self-destructive behavior, and the struggles of married life.
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Saint Mazie


				
Attenberg, Jamie


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Angel Catbird Volume 2: To Castle Catula


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
****


				
4/5/17


				
Fun. Everything I liked in the first volume of the Angel Catbird series by Margaret Atwood, I liked in the second volume titled, To Castle Catula. Packed with puns, some footnotes, and great images, this graphic novel brings pleasure to both eye and ear. It’s quick to read, and can provide interested readers with an easy entrée into the graphic novel genre.
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Angel Catbird Volume One


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
****


				
12/20/16


				
Comic. Thanks to Margaret Atwood, I’ve finally selected a graphic novel to read. The text for Angel Catbird Volume One was written by Atwood, and the beautiful illustrations are by Johnnie Christmas. Funny and serious at the same time as Atwood can often be, I found the footnotes the perfect touch to address the serious side of this work. I expected a graphic novel to be longer, and found this volume to be closer to my recollection of some comic books from my youth. I loved the story, and am now likely to keep reading the series as additional volumes are produced.
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Hag-Seed


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
*****


				
11/18/16


				
Prison. I was delighted when reading Margaret Atwood’s take on Shakespeare’s The Tempest titled, Hag-Seed. Every few pages I kept thinking about how clever she was and how her structure and prose were perfect. Atwood’s Prospero is a theater director who was forced out of his job. He rebounds by assuming a pseudonym and working in a literacy program at a local prison. Atwood gives just the right homage to the play and makes the story her own in ways that entertained me greatly. Readers who enjoy finely written fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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In Other Worlds: SF and the Human Imagination


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
Unread


				
 


				
I prefer Atwood’s fiction. I stopped reading this collection of essays after about 50 pages. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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MaddAddam


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
*****


				
9/10/13


				
Satire. It takes a great writer to weave together a story that engages readers while at the same delivering a disturbing message about our possible future. Margaret Atwood is such a great writer, and her new novel, MaddAddam, completes a trilogy that presents a vision of the world we may be creating. This satire projects what may happen if some trends continue. In Atwood’s future, genetic engineering has gone amuck, a pandemic devastated humanity, while species have gone extinct. Amid this bleak landscape, there is the development of community and bonds of enduring love. Readers who have read the earlier novels will certainly want to read this one to be able to enjoy a satisfying conclusion. New readers to the series or Atwood can start here, and will likely want to read more.
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Moral Disorder


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
***


				
Jan 07


				
Tangles. Finely written interconnected short stories trace one Canadian family from the 1930s to the present, linking memories, loss and all the tangles that become families.
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Oryx and Crake


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
****


				
June 03


				
Tomorrow. Finely-crafted novel of what our world could become as we experience the missteps of genetic experiments, corporate imperialism, the values of games and media, and the ability of one person to make all the difference.
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Payback: Debt and the Shadow Side of Wealth


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Stone Mattress


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Blind Assassin


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
****


				
01/01


				
Atwood’s dialogue consistently remains in the style of the 1930s and 1940s, and she captures the flavor of elements of that period flawlessly.
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The Heart Goes Last


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
*****


				
10/15/15


				
Imaginative. Margaret Atwood is that rare writer who can be imaginative, funny, caustic, and reflective at the same time she fully entertains most readers with a compelling story. I thoroughly enjoyed her latest novel titled, The Heart Goes Last. She takes readers to a society like our own in a time quite similar to ours, injects evil and love, and offers a mirror to modern life that will lead many readers to squirm and smile. Any reader who enjoys fine writing and who likes to laugh and think will find much to enjoy in this novel.
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The Penelopiad


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
***


				
June 06


				
Perspective. Ever wonder about what Penelope was doing while Odysseus was on the road? Atwood offers Penelope’s own point of view in this finely crafted book that includes a chorus of 12 handmaids.
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The Tent


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
**


				
May 06


				
Images. Quirky and mostly harsh short fiction in a more focused and concentrated dose than is found in her longer works. Still enriching and enjoyable.
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The Year of the Flood


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
****


				
11/25/09


				
Survival. Margaret Atwood’s new novel, The Year of the Flood, does something that I can’t recall her doing before: she reprises characters from a previous novel, and expands their story. Several of the characters from Oryx & Crake, (which I also rated with four stars in 2003), appear in the new novel, and the two novels merge pleasantly to create a more complete view of a future possible world. The Year of the Flood is a story of survival in a world devastated by genetic experiments gone foul, and a plague that wiped out much of the population. One group in The Year of the Flood is called God’s Gardeners, and the hymns that Atwood creates describe their beliefs and their world with humor and insight. A collaborator composed music for these fourteen hymns and they can be heard and purchased at www.yearoftheflood.com. Atwood’s writing is superb, the characters believable, and the future world she creates is a scary place.
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Writing With Intent


				
Atwood, Margaret


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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A Voice from Old New York: A Memoir of My Youth


				
Auchincloss, Louis


				
***


				
1/15/11


				
Words. After writing sixty or so novels, Louis Auchincloss presented a memoir titled, A Voice from Old New York, published after his death last year at age ninety two. Selecting his words with care and precision, Auchincloss reflects on the world in which he grew up, revealing a view on a world that most readers have not experienced. Any reader wanting a glimpse at a segment of society and a lifestyle long past will find a lot to enjoy from these pages. By the end of the memoir, Auchincloss concludes that society doesn’t matter. For most readers, a different conclusion could be drawn from Auchincloss’ decades of fine writing.
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East Side Story


				
Auchincloss, Louis


				
**


				
May 05


				
Perpetuation. 60th novel of upper class New York life. In this version, the fictional Carnochans strive to meet family expectations  and obligations across multiple generations.
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Last of the Old Guard


				
Auchincloss, Louis


				
***


				
6/14/09


				
Partnership. Prolific novelist Louis Auchincloss’ new novel is titled Last of the Old Guard. On these pages, protagonist Adrian Suydam reflects wistfully on his life and that of his recently deceased law partner, Ernest Saunders. Set at the end of the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century, Auchincloss presents with a formal detachment the relationships and behavior of those times. While the primary relationship is that between two life-long friends and law partners, other relationships are also critical to the novel: husbands and wives; fathers and children; and employers and employees. This brief glimpse into another time provides a striking contrast to modern times. Last of the Old Guard conveys the sense of responsibility, formality, manners and expectations of a time that has passed, but dimensions of personal character and integrity that survive and can thrive in any era. Reading Last of the Old Guard is like visiting a museum and coming away with impressions about other times and places. Readers who want to visit an old New York will find pleasure on these pages.
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The Headmaster’s Dilemma


				
Auchincloss, Louis


				
**


				
July 08


				
Boys. The master novelist of upper class life sets his latest book at an exclusive New England prep school and uses the behavior of new boys to play out a conflict between two old boys, one a trustee, and the other the headmaster.
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The Scarlet Letters


				
Auchincloss, Louis


				
***


				
May 04


				
Puritan. Hawthorne’s tale updated to 1950s Manhattan. Well-written with complex characters, depth and thoughtfulness about loyalty, power, mores and temptation at work and in relationships.
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The Land of Painted Caves


				
Auel, Jean M.


				
*


				
4/9/11


				
Concluded. Three decades ago, a co-worker told me that I had to read a hefty new novel, The Clan of the Cave Bear, telling me that the strong female protagonist was a very well-developed character. I plodded through that first novel, and agreed that the story was engaging and the character interesting, but I found the writing to be flat. Every few years, author Jean Auel has added another hefty novel to a series she called Earth’s Children, and I think I’ve read them all. What we expect to be the last novel of the series has been published recently and is titled, The Land of Painted Caves. Well-developed protagonist Ayla returns with husband Jondalar, the horses, wolf and child, as they are now living in what we assume to be the Lascaux region of France. It takes Auel over 750 pages to present this installment, and at times the repetition made me think that even the author never bothered re-reading or editing what she wrote. Somewhere inside, there might be a 250 page well-written novel. Instead, we’re presented with a bloated manuscript. For those readers who like to finish what one starts, this novel might be required reading. For most readers, there are plenty of better novels to select.
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The Shelters of Stone


				
Auel, Jean M.


				
*


				
Jul 02


				
Ayla and Jondalar go to his home to meet the parents and get married in this 750-page fifth volume in Auel’s Earth’s Children series of novels about prehistoric life.
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Shakespeare in Charge: How to Lead and Succeed on the Stage of Business


				
Augustine, Norman R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
We enjoyed Augustine's Travels and expect this new book by the former chairman of Lockheed Martin will be well done.
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Googled: The End of the World As We Know It


				
Auletta, Ken


				
***


				
2/25/10


				
Efficiency. Ken Auletta’s book, Googled: The End of the World As We Know It, presents the creation and explosive growth of the company that is also a verb: Google. This is a well-written account of the people and the culture, and shows off fine writing following significant access to key people. This is a story of the impact of efficiency: smart engineers who make things better. The success from their work is obvious; the fallout for others, especially traditional media companies (that Auletta knows well), would be less well done in the hands of a different author. Auletta excels at description, examples and insight. Googled melds personal stories with corporate culture and competitive behavior in ways that will interest many readers.
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Media Man: Ted Turner's Improbable Empire


				
Auletta, Ken


				
**


				
Mar 05


				
Restless. While repetitive at times and less lively than the subject, an instructive biography of a successful visionary.
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World War 3.0: Microsoft and Its Enemies


				
Auletta, Ken


				
****


				
04/01


				
Comprehensive story of the Microsoft antitrust trial based on insider interviews. Fascinating to read about Microsoft’s arrogance.
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Beware of God


				
Auslander, Shalom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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High-Risers: Cabrini-Green and the Fate of American Public Housing


				
Austen Ben


				
*****


				
5/11/18


				
Portraits. Most readers know something about Cabrini-Green and have formed views and impressions about that place and all public housing. In a finely written book titled, High-Risers: Cabrini-Green and the Fate of American Public Housing, Ben Austen tells the Cabrini-Green story in ways that will enlighten all readers. Austen excels in the ways he humanizes matters of public policy by telling us about people: by offering portraits of residents and others that enliven the narrative and lead to heightened understanding about people who are mostly just like us. Poverty, race, class, politics and real estate are all lively topics, and Austen explores each of them in this finely written book.
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4 3 2 1


				
Auster, Paul


				
*****


				
2/23/17


				
Chance. My uncle broke his leg a few weeks before his ship was due to depart England for the United States. My father was then told by his brothers that he would now be the one chosen to emigrate to America. Had that chance accident not occurred, I might not have been born, let alone become the person who I am today. Paul Auster explores this notion of chance in his novel titled, 4 3 2 1. Given the brevity of his earlier novels, which I enjoyed, I was willing to commit the time to this book which is almost nine hundred pages long. I was richly rewarded by a clever structure and finely written prose. Auster presents protagonist Archie Ferguson in four variations. Pivots, luck, accidents led Ferguson in one direction or another. Auster spends long enough with each Ferguson so readers can see the similarities and differences. I enjoyed each Ferguson variation and expect that this novel will be enjoyed most by patient readers who enjoy finely written prose.
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Invisible


				
Auster, Paul


				
***


				
5/19/11


				
Words. Paul Auster’s prose in his new novel, Invisible, could be dissected by a college English course and analyzed as an extreme case of fictional architecture in which each element combines with others to produce an integrated whole, while adding no element not required to make the whole complete. Fans of literary fiction will enjoy these mechanics, while ordinary readers will find an odd tale from multiple narrators. If you’re the former, you’re likely to enjoy this book. If the latter, your time could be better spent with another author and another novel.
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Man in the Dark


				
Auster, Paul


				
***


				
2/23/09


				
War. Darkness can take many forms, and in this short novel, Man in the Dark, Paul Auster explores many of those forms.  Following a car accident, protagonist August Brill at age 72 is recovering in the Vermont home of his daughter. In pain and sleepless, Brill tries to write his memoir, but instead creates stories to battle his depression. During the day, he watches movies with his 24 year old granddaughter, Katya, whose boyfriend was tortured and murdered in Iraq. His divorced daughter, Miriam, struggles to write about Nathaniel Hawthorne’s youngest daughter, Rose. Each of these characters grapples with the darkness of their lives. Brill uses the darkness of night to write about a parallel world, one in which the war in Iraq didn’t happen. He creates the parallel protagonist, Owen Brick, who finds himself involved in the Second American Civil War, between the red states and the blue states, and on a mission to kill August Brill. Any war ravages relationships and leaves consequences for survivors that can feel like a permanent state of darkness. Man in the Dark might be our common condition as long as we engage in war. In the meantime, stay up in the dark for a few nights, and read Auster’s way of trying to make sense of the nonsense of war.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Oracle Night


				
Auster, Paul


				
**


				
Mar 04


				
Recovery. Two writers use each other to overcome writing blocks and move from illness to living life fully. An unusual visit to Brooklyn in the form of a literary novel.  
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Report from the Interior


				
Auster, Paul


				
****


				
5/28/14


				
Distance. The most unusual memoir or autobiography I’ve read in a while is Paul Auster’s Report from the Interior. Much of the book is written in the second person, highlighting the distance that time has created between the author at his current age and his reflections on his early life. These finely written reflections triggered comparable memories from my own early life. I also enjoyed reading the letters that Auster wrote in his late teens and early twenties. Readers who like fine writing will find the prose in this book very enjoyable.
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Sunset Park


				
Auster, Paul


				
***


				
12/18/10


				
Broken. Each character and every place in Paul Auster’s new novel, Sunset Park, has been broken or wounded by tragedy or crisis or twists of fate. While hope is present, and a chance for redemption seems in sight, something always happens to make life more difficult. Through multiple narrators, readers enter the world of these characters and find both familiar and extraordinary people, places and events that allow Auster to explore aspects of human nature that reveal much about who we are. Auster’s writing is carefully crafted, and readers who appreciate fine writing will admire this work.
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The Brooklyn Follies


				
Auster, Paul


				
***


				
Apr 06


				
Ordinary. The novel’s narrator, Nathan Glass, says he returns to Brooklyn to die, but instead makes a fresh start as Everyman, and thrives. Fine writing, good characters and dialogue.
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Travels in the Scriptorium


				
Auster, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Winter Journal


				
Auster, Paul


				
****


				
8/21/12


				
Unconventional. Once I started reading Paul Auster’s memoir, Winter Journal, I couldn’t stop. Many memoirs are formulaic chronological reflections on either the wonder or terror of the subject’s life. Auster follows an unconventional structure using a narrator speaking to the subject, Auster. While odd at first, it became the perfect device for a highly skilled writer to convey wisdom and perspective about his life. Perhaps this book resonated for me because I am just a few years younger than Auster. I found his treatment of his body throughout his life, and the importance of place through each of the twenty one places where he’s lived, to be important ways of conveying how we engage in the world. Any reader who appreciates first-rate writing, especially one who enjoys memoirs, is likely to enjoy this finely written memoir.  
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It’s All One Case


				
Avery, Kevin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Super Crunchers: Why Thinking-by-Numbers Is the New Way to Be Smart


				
Ayres, Ian


				
***


				
Jan 08


				
Statistics. Conversational presentation of the ways in which vast amounts of data are being gleaned by savvy analysts and used to make significant decisions.
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The Queue


				
Aziz, Abdel


				
*****


				
8/24/16


				
Authority. The pain of living under political repression builds on every page of Abdel Aziz’ novel, The Queue. A populist uprising failed, and the authoritarian regime has installed a bureaucracy that presents citizens with the absurdity of their harsh reality. The pain Aziz describes is both physical and psychological. This examination of power and control contains deep insight and understanding. Readers looking to understand better our complex human condition, especially when under the stress of authoritarian rule, will find insights from this finely written novel.
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Remember Me


				
Azzopardi, Trezza


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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The Importance of a Piece of Paper


				
Baca, Jimmy Santiago


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Washington Rules: America's Path to Permanent War


				
Bacevich, Andrew


				
***


				
10/26/10


				
Education. Any engaged citizen will find much to learn and reflect about by reading Andrew Bacevich’s new book, Washington Rules: America’s Path to Permanent War. Those weary of our current foreign entanglements will find a context and perspective in this book, as retired Army colonel Bacevich describes how the cold war thinking of the mid-twentieth century continues to be the prime driver of our foreign policy, and especially the role of the military in world affairs. Those with a stake in the status quo don’t necessarily want an engaged citizenry to question the wisdom of the cost and consequences of our massive military forces. Any independent thinker will find a lot to think about after reading this book, and may, like me, come away with second thoughts about whether or not we should continue to pursue our military strategy.
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Breach of Trust: How Americans Failed Their Soldiers and Their Country


				
Bacevich, Andrew J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Out of My Mind


				
Bach, Richard


			

		





	
DNR



				
 


				
It took about a half hour to read this imaginative book.  Skip it.
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The Throwback Special


				
Bachelder, Chris


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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A Man Called Ove


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
*****


				
1/16/17


				
Purpose. A friend recommended that I read Fredrik Backman’s debut novel titled, A Man Called Ove, and I am grateful for the introduction to this charming book. Protagonist Ove’s world turned upside down four years earlier when his wife, Sonia, died. Ove’s gruff demeanor and blunt social behavior led most to overlook how much sadness was underneath a rugged exterior. When purpose enters his life, Ove seems to turn around or awaken to a life after Sonia. This memorable and endearing character may cause readers to reflect often about grief and having a purpose in life, as well as that frequent reminder: things are not often as they appear.
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And Every Morning the Way Home Gets Longer and Longer


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
****


				
3/23/17


				
Memories. Most readers of Frederik Backman’s novella titled, And Every Morning the Way Home Gets Longer and Longer, will be moved by an endearing story of the loss of memory. Many readers will be brought to tears. This is a story of a farewell between a grandfather who is losing his memory and his grandson, Noah. It’s a wonderful story of love and finding ways to let go. Pack a hankie for when you read this book.
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Beartown


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
****


				
6/20/18


				
Hockey. I’ve never lived in a small town, and have no interest in hockey, but I recognized the range of familiar behavior in a large cast of characters in Fredrik Backman’s novel titled, Beartown. Set in a rural town in Sweden, the lives of many inhabitants revolve around their hockey team, and their plans for a community renewal after their junior team wins a championship. Along the way, Backman injects class conflict and an accusation of rape on the eve of the big game. Every character in the novel is complex and well-drawn. After a few dozen pages, most readers will feel as if we are living in Beartown and will root for our favorite characters.
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Britt-Marie Was Here


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
****


				
2/23/17


				
Loyalty. First impressions can be so misleading. The early pages of Frederik Backman’s novel titled, Britt-Marie Was Here, present protagonist Britt-Marie as a very annoying person. Her social interactions lack the finesse and ease that mark most of our daily encounters. The annoying aspects of her personality and her ways of relating with others mask the reality of a loving person whose presence changes all those around her for the better. Readers looking for a novel to lift one’s spirits should consider reading this joyful novel about an individual whose loyalty can be counted on, no matter what.
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My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She's Sorry


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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The Deal of a Lifetime


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
****


				
2/9/18


				
Value. Many people spend time over the holidays reflecting on what is of lasting value and many use New Year’s resolutions as a way to align one’s behavior with one’s values. One holiday afternoon I read a novella about values and what a life is worth by Fredrik Backman titled, The Deal of a Lifetime. Most readers will spend more time reflecting on the story than is spent reading it. Any reader reflecting on the meaning of life should consider using this novella as one way to delve deeper into those reflections.
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Us Against You


				
Backman, Fredrik


				
****


				
8/17/18


				
Survivors. Fredrik Backman returns to Beartown in his novel titled, Us Against You, and the ensemble cast from the previous novel set in this rural Hockey town in Sweden face new challenges. Events from the first novel led players to leave the Beartown team to skate for the team in the neighboring town of Hed. A new coach for Beartown changes the dynamics, and a politician knows just what it will take to feather his own nest. What Backman does so well in this novel and others is lead us to insights about people, from their good and bad behaviors. Packed with love, friendship and loyalty, this is a story of survival, for a town and for its people.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Leading Quietly: An Unorthodox Guide to Doing the Right Thing


				
Badaracco, Jr., Joseph L.


				
****


				
Apr 02


				
Lots of leadership books focus on heroes. Badaracco presents those everyday challenges that ordinary people face with all life’s ambiguity. Useful and realistic.
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Out of the Wreck I Rise


				
Bader, Sara and Neil Steinberg


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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The Conflict: How Modern Motherhood Undermines the Status of Women


				
Badinter, Elisabeth


				
***


				
6/14/12


				
Tethered. Readers looking for something controversial to read may consider Elizabeth Badinter’s The Conflict: How Modern Motherhood Undermines the Status of Women. Think of this as the anti-La Leche League book on motherhood, sure to raise the hackles of many readers who have a different point of view. Badinter’s key point is that contemporary expectations of mothers tethers them so closely to their children that the stimulating adult lives of these women becomes stifled. Readers wanting to toss a lit firecracker into some close familial relationship can consider presenting this book as a gift to a particular relative.
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Blow the House Down


				
Baer, Robert


				
***


				
Nov 06


				
Plausible. Former CIA field officer’s debut novel presents plausible story of the events preceding 9/11. Disturbing in how much of this fiction may be rooted in facts.
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See No Evil: The True Story of a Ground Soldier in the CIA’s War on Terrorism


				
Baer, Robert


				
***


				
Jun 02


				
Disgruntled CIA agent’s story of his work life and how the CIA and White House devalues field and foreign agents and sources, weakening the ability of the U.S. to know what’s going on around the world.
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The Devil We Know


				
Baer, Robert


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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The Perfect Kill: 21 Laws for Assassins


				
Baer, Robert B.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid


				
Bai, Matt


				
****


				
2/18/15


				
Character. Readers who enjoy books about politics and politicians are those most likely to enjoy reading a fine book by Matt Bai titled, All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid. Bai makes a strong case that American politics changed in a dramatic way the week in 1987 when then-Presidential candidate Gary Hart was whiplashed by the media over allegations of marital infidelity. This was the beginning of a period when images and impressions about character began to trump matters of policy and substance among the electorate. Bai’s writing keeps readers engaged, and his insights into Gary Hart and the complexity of character were solid.
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The Argument:  Billionaires, Bloggers, and the Battle to Remake Democratic Politics


				
Bai, Matt


				
**


				
Nov 07


				
Alliances. Interesting description of multiple alliances of those trying to achieve Democratic Party success, written by New York Times reporter. Not much unity has been created yet around what author calls “the argument,” that which will bring out voters.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 11cJHgtPjhL]


		

		
				
 


				
The Grace That Keeps This World


				
Bailey, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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To Begin the World Anew: The Genius and Ambiguities of the American Founders


				
Bailyn, Bernard


				
***


				
May 03


				
All-American Ambiguity. Bailyn analyzes several leading founders of the United States and succinctly describes both their key contributions and the inconsistencies and real humanity of their lives.
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Bull by the Horns: Fighting to Save Main Street from Wall Street and Wall Street from Itself


				
Bair, Sheila


				
***


				
11/26/12


				
Selective. In a remarkable show of restraint in her account of her service as chair of the FDIC, Sheila Bair waited until page two before she slammed Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner. Bull by the Horns: Fighting to Save Main Street from Wall Street and Wall Street from Itself  presents one piece of the puzzle surrounding the recent financial crisis. I was captivated by Bair’s account from beginning to end, and when I finished I felt like I can’t wait for Geithner’s version of events. One jab from page 170: “Tim seemed to view his job as protecting Citigroup from me, when he should have been worried about protecting the taxpayers from Citi.” Ouch. This book isn’t all about Bair vs. Geithner. Bair explains her focused role: protecting the FDIC from losses. Combined with the books released and forthcoming from other key participants, readers interested in finance and public policy will be able to assemble a comprehensive view only if one reads every perspective.
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The Bullies of Wall Street: This Is How Greed Messed Up Our Economy


				
Bair, Sheila


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Corporation 


				
Bakan, Joel


				
**


				
Feb 05


				
Personification. Canadian law professor explains that society has given too much control to corporations and bad behavior should be expected unless new laws reign in corporate greed.
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The Big Crowd


				
Baker, Kevin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Glass Ocean


				
Baker, Lori


				
****


				
9/15/14


				
Craft. I started to read to read Lori Baker’s debut novel, The Glass Ocean, three different times over the course of several months. Her finely crafted prose, packed with descriptive language, wore me down the first two attempts I made to get into the novel. The third time was the charm. Packed with the atmosphere of the Victorian era in which it is set, I needed to let myself be drawn into that time and setting to allow Baker to work her magic. By the end I was delighted with this story of a woman’s recollections of her life in the mid-1800s. The title refers to the glass objects of sea life crafted by her father. Baker applies a similar attention to detail and craftsmanship in her prose, and patient readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction will be rewarded.
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A Box of Matches


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
**


				
Mar 03


				
One a Day. Each chapter opens with the lighting of the fireplace with a match. Readers are invited into the mind of the lighter which Baker exposes day by day in multiple ways. Quirky and interesting.
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Checkpoint


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
*


				
Nov 04


				
Chilling. Jay invites his friend, Ben, to a hotel room, sets up a videotape, and proceeds to explain that he plans to assassinate the President. Controversial, sparse and cold.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1400044006]


		

		
				
 


				
House of Holes


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
**


				
8/19/11


				
Porny. Nicholson Baker’s novel, House of Holes, is a dirty and funny novel that will entertain some readers and gross out others. Baker has more names for body parts and sexual acts than most readers have ever imagined. Those terms and the attempts at sexual pleasure are what brought me to laughter on many pages of this book. Certain sensitive readers will label this pornography and find no redeeming value whatever. In our visual age marked by the use of sex to sell so many products, it was something of a relief to be reminded that the mind and imagination can be the source of pleasure and satisfaction. Let’s just hope that this novel is not made into a movie. Some of these scenes are best left to the imagination.
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Substitute


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Anthologist


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Traveling Sprinkler


				
Baker, Nicholson


				
**


				
1/6/14


				
Words. Having started to read several books by Nicholson Baker, and having finished some, I’ve concluded that his love of words can become so obsessive that it requires more patience than I usually have to stay with him to the end. I finished reading his novel, Traveling Sprinkler, that reprises the character Paul Chowder, a poet from an earlier novel, The Anthologist, one that I gave up reading after a few dozen pages. Baker meanders with readers over the course of three hundred pages, finding every possible way to reinforce the sprinkler metaphor, or to digress on any number of subjects. I found some of this writing to be enjoyable, but after a while I couldn’t take Paul Chowder’s stream of consciousness any longer, and was reluctant to join him on another trip to Planet Fitness. I endured to the end, but found only mild satisfaction. Read a sample to test your own patience before you commit to reading this quirky novel.
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Days of Fire: Bush and Cheney in the White House


				
Baker, Peter


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Numerati


				
Baker, Stephen


				
***


				
2/23/09


				
Algorithms. Each of us is more than a number: we’re the product of complicated algorithms. That’s what I concluded after reading Stephen Baker’s book, The Numerati. Many smart mathematicians are developing all sorts of ways to predict our behavior, and Baker presents some of the ways in which that is happening. Baker is a Business Week reporter, and confesses to being more liberal arts major than math wiz. Thanks to that perspective, The Numerati provides a sweeping exploration of data mining without plodding down in details that might be of interest only to algorithm writers. Baker structures The Numerati to describe how our personal information is gathered and used in seven dimensions of our lives: worker, shopper, voter, blogger, terrorist, patient and lover. In each of those chapters, I learned something new, and winced or laughed often. If you’re looking for a general overview on the many ways in which personal information is being gathered, analyzed and used, this book provides such an overview.
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The Medical Malpractice Myth


				
Baker, Tom


				
****


				
Feb 06


				
Evidence. A compelling, factual case for getting to the root of a real problem in medicine: there are more preventable mistakes being made by doctors and nurses. Big payments to undeserving claimants are rare, and few cases of malpractice are litigated.
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Joy At Work: A Revolutionary Approach To Fun On The Job


				
Bakke, Dennis W.


				
***


				
July 05


				
Righteous. Former AES CEO describes a rare workplace where values for their own sake supercede everything else, leading to a motivated workforce full of people having fun.
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My American Unhappiness


				
Bakopoulos, Dean


				
***


				
9/9/11


				
Offbeat. Protagonist Zeke Pappas in Dean Bakopoulos’ new novel, My American Unhappiness, may be the poster boy for why some politicians want to stop government funding for arts and humanities projects. Zeke is director of the Great Midwestern Humanities Initiative, based in Madison, Wisconsin, and his special area of interest is “The Inventory of American Unhappiness,” which assembles all the whiney ways in which people are bummed by the speed bumps of life and the many irritations that can be part of every day’s experiences. This amusing and offbeat satire will appeal to those readers who like a spot-on critique of contemporary life, but one that doesn’t take itself or ourselves too seriously.
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Summerlong


				
Bakopoulos, Dean


				
****


				
11/6/15


				
Untied. If you read Dean Bakopoulos’ novel, Summerlong, you may never again think of the Midwest and Iowa as boring and conservative places. The summer heat leads to the loosening of marriage and relationship ties, and sadness and humor cross each other with every sunrise and sunset. The characters are real and flawed, just like us. Children and parents are both confused as the recklessness of behavior increases. Desire is a powerful thing, and Bakopoulos’ fine writing draws it out with wit and sorrow.
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Deliver Us From Evil


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
6/14/10


				
Loss. I’m at a loss to understand why David Baldacci sells so many books. His latest, Deliver Us From Evil, reprises protagonist Shaw from an earlier novel, and introduces a new character, Reggie Campion. Katie James also appears in this novel. Reggie works as a killer for a vigilante organization that selects as targets criminals who have escaped justice, characters they call monsters. Think of the work as a battle of evil against evil. Shaw meets Reggie as his clandestine organization and Reggie’s have targeted the same monster. Set mostly in Provence, England and Labrador, the novel provides a fast-paced plot delivered with bite-sized chapters packed with poorly written dialogue. The descriptions of torture are too vivid and add nothing to but more unnecessary evil to the novel. Deliver us from Baldacci. Readers who like to stick to familiar authors will find action here, along with poor writing. Discriminating readers will find plenty of better choices from Daniel Silva or Alan Furst.
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Divine Justice


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
3/30/09


				
Tiresome. David Baldacci’s fourth Camel Club novel, Divine Justice, picks up where he ended the third one, Stone Cold. Protagonist Oliver Stone (John Carr) has to get out of D.C. following his murder of both a United States Senator and the head of the CIA. He ends up hiding out in Justice, Virginia, a mining town with a supermax prison. Despite Stone’s skills, he couldn’t successfully hide from either his government pursuer or from the remaining members of the Camel Club who wanted to find him. Since trouble always follows Stone, life in Justice, Virginia isn’t what it seems to be, and the cast of bad guys there leads to big trouble for Stone. There’s violence, murder, secrets and more near-death experiences than one individual could ever expect. Baldacci stretches it all out, milking the chapters for all he possibly contrive, and may actually bring this series to an end with this book. Fans of Baldacci and the series will probably appreciate the effort in Divine Justice, but fans of thrillers and mysteries may find the writing too tiresome to enjoy reading this mediocre offering.
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End Game


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
12/7/17


				
Rescue. The fifth novel in the Will Robie series by David Baldacci is titled, End Game. Robie and Jessica Reel are sent on a search and rescue mission. Fans of the series will enjoy the ways in which Will and Jessica’s skills are deployed in this story. New readers who enjoy action thrillers will find some pleasure here. This is a formulaic novel that had few surprises, but lots of implausible action.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
First Family


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
5/25/09


				
Disbelief. Novelists ask readers to suspend our disbelief while they present their imagined characters and situations in ways that lead us to recognize something about human nature or relationships. Some novelists, like David Baldacci, have created brands with their novels that reprise characters and place them in new situations. Protagonists Sean King and Michelle Maxwell return in Baldacci’s latest novel, First Family. Sean and Michelle are competent private investigators, and former Secret Service agents. In First Family, they’ve been hired by the First Lady to find a missing child. What unfolds has all the qualities of a thriller: fast-paced action and plot twists and turns. For me, the novel fell apart in the middle when there were few characters that had any complexity or multiple dimensions. Past the middle, the plot became so implausible that any surrender of disbelief became impossible. I plodded through to the end, shaking my head at the drivel that can sell a lot of books. If you’re looking for an escape from reality, and little need to engage your mind, consider reading First Family.
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Hell’s Corner


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
12/18/10


				
Surprises. Many readers enjoy escapist action thrillers as relaxing entertainment that demands the use of a small number of brain cells. David Baldacci fills that niche with most of his novels, and the latest Camel Club novel, Hell’s Corner, provides enough surprises and plot twists to entertain, but not enough insight to require thought. Protagonist John Carr finds himself in a new set of implausible situations, and with the support of others, performs the impossible more than once. Readers will find this to be quick and easy reading, and a book that provides entertainment without straining the mind.
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Hour Game


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
Apr 05


				
Copies. Reprised characters bumble along from one copycat murder to another in a plot that drags after a promising start.
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King and Maxwell


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
12/27/13


				
Preposterous. Readers who like character-based thrillers are those most likely to enjoy reading David Baldacci’s novel, King and Maxwell, the latest in a series featuring former Secret Service agents Sean King and Michelle Maxwell who now work together as private investigators. While I’ve read the earlier novels in this series, and find the characters familiar and interesting, they remain for me underdeveloped and not very complex. In the latest novel, Baldacci has outdone himself with a preposterous plot from the first chapter until the end. The actions of major and minor characters required far more suspension of disbelief than I was willing to offer. I kept reading because I began to find the whole plot amusing, and looked forward to the heroic actions that would lead to resolution of a ludicrous case. For light entertainment, this novel works, especially for those who don’t want to be thinking while they are reading. Relax, sit back, and enjoy the fast-paced action while not reflecting on how implausible all this is.
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Last Man Standing


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
Jan 02


				
The plot is creative, and contains enough twists to keep a reader somewhat interested, despite the weak dialogue and limited use of the language.
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Long Road to Mercy


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
12/13/18


				
Misfire. David Baldacci introduces a new series in a novel titled, Long Road to Mercy. FBI agent Atlee Pine is the protagonist of the series, and she is by no means an ordinary or average character. Her strength is extraordinary, thanks to weightlifting. We expect FBI agents to comply with the chain of command, but Pine doesn’t. In our usual world, agents work in teams, but Pine works solo, albeit with the able assistance of her competent secretary. With that backdrop of disbelief about the central character, Baldacci puts her into a heroic battle with global consequences in a situation while ripped from today’s news headlines came across as totally implausible. The third misfire for me came from the weak dialogue. The way all characters spoke in this novel rang hallow. Baldacci fans may be the readers most likely to enjoy this book. I’ve found him with hits and misses in the past and place this novel in the misfire category.
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Memory Man


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
6/10/15


				
Decker. Prolific novelist David Baldacci begins a new crime fiction series as he introduces Amos Decker in a novel titled, Memory Man. Baldacci satisfies readers in this book with three elements critical to this genre: fast-paced action; interesting characters, and descriptive language that helps readers visualize the action. Amos Decker suffered a brain injury playing football and he has the blessing and curse of now being able to remember everything and forget nothing. Fans of Baldacci’s writing and those who like crime fiction are the readers most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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No Man’s Land


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
12/9/16


				
Weaponized. I have to admit that the dialogue in the fourth novel in the John Puller series by David Baldacci titled, No Man’s Land, made my eyes roll often. While Baldacci uses dialogue to contribute to exposition, he doesn’t seem to have an ear for the way people really talk. For readers and fans who can set that aside, this action-packed novel will provide a lot of escapist pleasure. There’s a Puller family story at the core of the novel, and a character, Paul Rogers, who has been the subject of a government program gone awry. Rogers’ body and mind were configured as weapons. Uncovering the who and why behind that as well as the Puller family connection, occupy over four hundred meandering pages. Readers who like this author and this series are those most likely to appreciate this novel.
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One Summer


				
Baldacci, David


				
*


				
8/23/11


				
Melodrama. David Baldacci has taken a break from thrillers to write a family melodrama titled, One Summer. This sappy tear-jerker read as if it were intended for a made for TV after school special. The family dynamics across generations are predictable and the life-changing events are out of a soap opera. Character development is flat. The story can be engaging at times, and after a while most readers will want to stick with it to find out how things get resolved.
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Simple Genius


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
Oct 07


				
Puzzles. Reprised former Secret Service agents Sean King and Michelle Maxwell have to solve puzzles involving a secret think tank, and readers are dragged along as they slowly unravel the case.
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Split Second


				
Baldacci, David


				
*


				
Jan 04


				
Slow Motion. Another attempt at a suspense novel becomes entangled in poor writing and fading reader interest over more than 400 pages of occasional fast-paced action.
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Stone Cold


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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The Camel Club


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
May 06


				
Revenge. Predictable junk reading escapist fare, with greater complexity and sensationalism than prior novels. Unlikely situations, thrilling plot, many characters.
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The Christmas Train


				
Baldacci, David


				
*


				
Jan 03


				
No Twain. Weak dialogue, unsympathetic characters, lame story, slow plot development. Happily, it’s not too many pages. Modeled after a story Mark Twain didn’t write. Our loss.
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The Collectors


				
Baldacci, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Escape


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
1/23/15


				
Treason. The third novel by David Baldacci in his series featuring protagonist John Puller is titled, The Escape. I’ve enjoyed this series more than some of Baldacci’s earlier novels, and I was thoroughly entertained by this exciting story of the brothers Puller, family ties and treason. Packed with details and tension, this novel will appeal to those readers who enjoy thrillers, especially those that seem to come straight from newspaper headlines.
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The Fallen


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
6/2/18


				
Compassion. Protagonist Amos Decker returns in the fourth installment of the Memory Man series by David Baldacci, a novel titled, The Fallen. Fans of the series are those readers most likely to enjoy this addition to the series. Baldacci continues to deepen the development of this interesting character, in this novel by the compassion and care that Amos provides to a young girl who is dealing with missing her deceased dad. Decker’s own experience gives him the way to provide compassion and help. As always with Baldacci, the plot moves quickly, the story is engaging, and the characters are interesting.
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The Fix


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
6/16/17


				
Dance. The third novel in a series by David Baldacci to feature protagonist Amos Decker is titled, The Fix. Fans of this series will enjoy the continuity from the last novel and the setup for the next one. I see this continuity and setup as the dance between the serial author and readers: for some dance partners the pace is too slow and for others the dance never lasts long enough. I was entertained by this novel, mostly because I think Amos Decker is a very interesting character, and he continues to develop in this novel in interesting ways. The dance for me was neither too fast nor too slow. The series moved on incrementally, and I look forward to another installment. Fans of Baldacci novels, whether this series or others, are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Forgotten


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
2/4/13


				
Power. Readers who like thrillers featuring the heroic competence of a righteous protagonist are those most likely to enjoy David Baldacci’s The Forgotten. John Puller is an Army special investigator and the son of a retired and ailing general. The thrill is what happens when Puller goes to Florida at his father’s assignment on a personal mission: to see what is troubling the general’s sister. Puller finds his aunt dead, and uses all his skills and talents to solve the crime. Baldacci keeps the action moving quickly, develops allies and villains with dispatch, and allows Puller to do that he does best. Baldacci kept me interested in this story from beginning to end.  
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The Guilty


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
2/25/16


				
Unexpected. Serial fiction can develop characters in many different ways. Sometimes, the protagonist grows gradually in each episode. Other times, there seems to be such stability that the stories seem repetitious. David Baldacci takes a different approach in his fourth novel featuring assassin Will Robie titled, The Guilty. Baldacci takes Robie back home to provide insight into how he became the person he is, and focuses on the challenges in a father-son relationship that has been strained for decades. Readers find a more vulnerable Robie as he tries to grapple with the fact that his father has been arrested for murder. The unexpected twists in the plot strained credulity, but Baldacci does that often. This contribution to the series may polarize fans, but I found the unexpected diversion interesting and enjoyable, despite some ludicrous plot twists.
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The Hit


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
5/21/13


				
Insiders. Clandestine assassin Will Robie returns as protagonist in David Baldacci’s novel, The Hit. I can almost imagine Baldacci’s thought process as he planned this novel. Who could best complement Robie? The solution seems obvious: a female assassin working for the same agency. Jessica Reel is as complicated and troubled a character as Robie, but usually Baldacci leaves character development to spread over several books, and that’s the case here. Where Baldacci excels is at creating a fast-paced plot, and this plot kept me engaged from beginning to end. Powerful government insiders are implementing a plan that will change the world. Robie and Reel become caught up in deciding the right path for them to pursue, in compliance or defiance of orders. Fans who like action thrillers are those most likely to be pleased by this one.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/5101W80xYpL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Innocent


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
7/16/12


				
Plot. The complicated plot kept me entertained throughout David Baldacci’s novel, The Innocent. The protagonist is Will Robie who works as a professional assassin for the United States. Baldacci often pairs a male protagonist with a female collaborator, and in this novel, it’s a fourteen year old runaway. These two characters are smart and competent, and the twisting plot keeps them moving from the beginning of the novel to the end. Fans of thrillers are those readers most likely to enjoy this one.
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The Last Mile


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
8/24/16


				
Persistence. David Baldacci reprises his serial character with perfect memory, Amos Decker, for a second novel titled, The Last Mile. Decker has joined a special FBI team and uses that opportunity to pursue a case that has similarities to his own life. Once on the case, Decker doesn’t give up, no matter what. Baldacci riffs on racism and power in this novel, while presenting a fast-paced plot to meet readers’ expectations. Decker’s character development goes deeper in this novel, and as a result what had been a freaky skill becomes a useful tool. With Decker on the case readers don’t need to remember every detail, we just need to relax and enjoy the story.
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The Sixth Man


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
6/7/11


				
Brains. My low expectations for David Baldacci’s novel, The Sixth Man, were exceeded. Dynamic duo Sean King and Michelle Maxwell return to face powerful adversaries at the top of the government as they stumble into secrets that many want to keep hidden from scrutiny. While Baldacci’s character development remains shallow, and many plot elements are a bit farfetched, I found myself enjoying the novel, and was engaged after the first third until the end, even finding my brain engaged once in a while. Readers looking for simple escape fiction are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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The Target


				
Baldacci, David


				
****


				
5/16/14


				
Orders. Readers who like character-driven action novels will find a lot of satisfaction from reading David Baldacci’s The Target. Protagonists Will Robie and Jessica Reel are reprised along with other characters from previous novels, so longtime fans will feel comfortable with familiar people. One theme in the novel involves whether to follow orders or not, a dicey matter to consider in the chain of command world of Robie and Reel. Baldacci takes some of the action to North Korea in this novel and the situation there will drive chills up the spines of most readers.
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The Whole Truth


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
Aug 08


				
Absolute. No room for nuance or subtlety in this action novel pitting competent hero against evil villain. Entertaining summer reading.
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True Blue


				
Baldacci, David


				
**


				
12/12/09


				
False. The plot of David Baldacci’s new novel, True Blue, moved quickly and provided lots of suspense. While I kept wanting to savor the development of the interesting characters, I found that with every passing chapter, they became more cardboard-like rather than human. Set in Washington, DC, two sisters are featured: one the police chief, the other, a former cop who’s being released from jail as the story opened. A hundred or more pages could have been edited out of this novel without much loss. Readers looking for a thrill will find some pleasure here, but those who want more depth to characters, should look beyond True Blue for something else.
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Zero Day


				
Baldacci, David


				
***


				
1/5/12


				
Character. I read David Baldacci’s novels because I find them amusing and entertaining. I’m often most amused by poorly written dialogue or characters that are stereotypes or poorly developed. In his latest novel, Zero Day, Baldacci seems to start from scratch. He introduces a new heroic protagonist, John Puller, and I found myself recognizing the individual and rooting for his success. The fast pace of the plot and the thrilling action kept me turning pages quickly, and I found the dialogue was not as distracting as it had been in earlier Baldacci novels. Readers who like character-driven action thrillers are those most likely to enjoy this novel.  
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You Can’t Spell America Without Me


				
Baldwin, Alec and Kurt Andersen


				
***


				
1/4/18


				
Overdosed. Anyone who’s entertained by Alec Baldwin’s impersonation of Donald Trump should enjoy reading (or listening to) a new book by Baldwin and Kurt Anderson titled, You Can’t Spell America Without Me. I found some humor in this book, but realized pretty quickly than I am entertained better by this impersonation in small doses. Taking it all in at once was less entertaining and more overwhelming. Readers who can pace themselves can avoid such overdosing.
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Paris, 1200


				
Baldwin, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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Henry Ford and the Jews: The Mass Production of Hate


				
Baldwin, Neil


				
***


				
May 02


				
Baldwin traces how Henry Ford personally fed the flames of anti-Semitism around the world during the 20th century.
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The American Revelation


				
Baldwin, Neil


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Unity. The stories of ten idealists who helped form our common American character. Explores ten ideals, where they came from, and  what they mean for modern Americans. 
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Paris, I Love You But You’re Bringing Me Down


				
Baldwin, Rosecrans


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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You Lost Me There


				
Baldwin, Rosecrans


				
***


				
8/2/11


				
Island. Some relationships remain strong because of the power of shared memories. What happens when one’s memory of certain events varies from the recollection of a loved one who was present? Rosecrans Baldwin sets his debut novel, You Lost Me There, in Maine on Mount Desert Island, and he uses the grief of a spouse on the death of his wife as a way to explore the power of memory in our relationships. It’s ironic that protagonist Victor Aaron is an expert on Alzheimer’s disease especially after he learns from his late wife Sara’s notes that her experience of their three-decade marriage varied a lot from his version of what their life was like. Readers who like to sample the work of new authors will find much good writing in this book.
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The Inventor and the Tycoon: A Gilded Age Murder and the Birth of Moving Pictures


				
Ball, Edward


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Sweet Hell Inside: A Family History


				
Ball, Edward


				
**


				
Mar 02


				
Slave descendents become wealthy undertakers as family faces life’s challenges from Civil War to today. One family’s story can be everyone’s story.
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A Cure for Suicide


				
Ball, Jesse


				
****


				
11/6/15


				
Consequence. I can’t even begin to pin down exactly what Jesse Ball accomplished in his finely written and unusual novel titled, A Cure for Suicide. What I do know is that I found his prose lyrical and perfectly constructed. At different times, I saw philosophical framing, psychological insight, a search for meaning, and an examination of love and memory. I gave myself over to the discovery of insight from the most ordinary things or events. Here’s an example, “I’ve always felt, said Emma, that people misunderstand consequence. Anything really can be the consequence of something else. That’s our human gift. So, when someone loses a paring knife, well, who is to say what will happen?” Ball presents this human gift for patient readers, and I, for one, unwrapped the gift with great pleasure.
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Census


				
Ball, Jesse


				
****


				
4/23/18


				
Journey. From birth, we sentient beings are on a journey toward death, trying along the way to figure out what life is all about. In his novel titled, Census, Jesse Ball uses finely crafted prose and a creative imagination to offer a kind and loving model of our common journey. After an ill widower learns that he does not have long to live, his concern turns toward who will care for his son with Down syndrome. He decides to take a final trip with his son from towns A toward Z while serving as a census taker. Readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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How to Set a Fire and Why


				
Ball, Jesse


				
****


				
8/19/16


				
Voice. I can’t get the voice of Lucia Stanton out of my head. This teenage protagonist in Jesse Ball’s novel, How to Set a Fire and Why, is smart, angry, trying hard to find her place in the world, and weighed down by personal loss. Ball’s prose develops this intelligent and complex character with care and precision through journal entries. There’s a place for each of us to fit into the world, and Lucia dreams of finding her place. Fans of literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Silence Once Begun


				
Ball, Jesse


				
****


				
6/18/14


				
Questions. Readers who like novels that explore deep questions and who are open to a quirky and unusual structure are those most likely to enjoy reading Jesse Ball’s novel, Silence Once Begun. Why would an innocent man not speak up for himself? What is justice? Thirty years after an innocent man kept silence while imprisoned, a journalist named Jesse Ball questions many people about what happened. Readers are left wondering which accounts are closer to the truth. Photographs appear at different points in the text, speaking in a way to the reader, like the silence that also speaks powerfully. I enjoyed the creativity of this novel and was able to appreciate the unusual way in which Ball wrote it.
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The Curfew


				
Ball, Jesse


				
***


				
8/19/11


				
Puppets. Pick a sunny day to read Jesse Ball’s latest novel, The Curfew. There’s despair and darkness in a city under authoritarian rule. In this dystopian setting, William and Molly, father and daughter, try to carve out a life rooted in their love for each other. Ball’s lyrical writing contrasts with the bleak context, and the puppet show at the end of the novel allows a fantasy to pull the story together. Readers who like Cormac McCarthy’s The Road are likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Way Through Doors


				
Ball, Jesse


				
**


				
5/25/09


				
Meandering. Don’t even think about trying to read Jesse Ball’s novel, The Way Through Doors, while at the beach or on an airplane. After any distraction, I found I had to go back a few pages to see if I could catch the thread again of where I left off and what exactly was happening. This quirky and meandering quality is either the charm or the defect of Ball’s prose.  I lost patience and charged ahead to finish the book, mostly to make it stop. Protagonist Selah Morse witnesses a taxi hit a pedestrian, and he decides to go with her to the hospital, where he weaves a complicated and convoluted story to help her recover her memory. The stories within his narrative begin to seem to be going somewhere, and then peter out before any resolution is achieved. Ball creates an alternative reality that may appeal to some readers, but for me, I became more irritated than satisfied as I continued to read. There’s a fine quality to Ball’s prose that merits my two-star recommendation to those readers who are game to give him your time and attention.
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Collision 2012: Obama vs. Romney and the Future of Elections in America


				
Balz, Dan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Shadow Factory: The Ultra-Secret NSA from 9/11 to the Eavesdropping on America


				
Bamford, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Breaking Windows: How Bill Gates Fumbled the Future of Microsoft


				
Bank, David


				
***


				
11/01


				
Inside scoop from e-mail and interviews blaming Gates for maintaining the Windows Everywhere strategy instead of moving faster on the Internet.
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The Wonder Spot


				
Bank, Melissa


				
***


				
Aug 05


				
Progressive. Chick lit novel provides vignettes in the life of Sophie Applebaum and gradually reveals her struggles in relationship with family, work, and men.
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A Permanent Member of the Family


				
Banks, Russell


				
*****


				
2/7/14


				
Economy. I’ve waited more than a decade for another short story collection from Russell Banks. At last, twelve stories, including four previously unpublished ones, have been assembled into A Permanent Member of the Family. One could teach for a semester using each of these stories as an example of the best contemporary representations of this genre. Banks uses just a few sentences to flesh out complex characters, and he sets them in situations that reflect the challenges of our contemporary lives. Many are struggling in relationships and facing financial difficulties. Always, there’s a moral component that is key to the story. I’m hard pressed to name a favorite from this dozen. I found each story worthy of a second or third reading, bringing pleasure and new insight each time. Readers who appreciate fine literary writing, especially those who like short stories, will find a lot to enjoy in this collection.
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Lost Memory of Skin


				
Banks, Russell


				
***


				
10/27/11


				
Shadows. It’s a rare novelist who can hold up a mirror to readers about modern life by using unsympathetic characters to provide insight into human nature from the behavior of outcasts. The shadows and dark corners of society and personality are explored by Russell Banks in his new novel, Lost Memory of Skin. A protagonist whose only name is The Kid, finds himself in his early twenties as a convicted sex offender, a virgin, and living underneath a Florida causeway, the only place far enough away from children to meet the terms of his probation. Another nameless character, The Professor, is also an outcast. Banks uses both characters to lead readers to think about people around us, and ourselves, in new ways.
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The Reserve


				
Banks, Russell


				
****


				
Apr 08


				
Truth. Finely written novel, set during the Depression on a private refuge for a few wealthy families in the Adirondacks, replete with contrasts, complex characters, and insights about behavior and relationships.
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Voyager: Travel Writings


				
Banks, Russell


				
****


				
7/22/16


				
Escape. Travel takes us away from where we are and toward becoming aware of who we are. Travel writing can be banal or can lead us to deep insight. Russell Banks is a terrific writer, and the essays in Voyager: Travel Writings were a delight to read. While I would never want to climb a mountain, his writing about climbing gave me some insights into human nature. While I would never want to drive a Hummer, his driving experience for a magazine article made me laugh. Having been married for decades, I don’t identify with his experience of four marriages, but his writing about eloping with his fourth wife was enlightening. Readers who like fine writing, and have an appreciation for wanderlust of all sorts are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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Death in Brittany


				
Bannalec, Jean-Luc


				
****


				
5/4/16


				
Inheritance. I always hesitate before opening the first novel in what is likely to be a series. Do I really want to add another author whose next installment I will look forward to while my reading queue grows beyond reason? In the case of Jean-Luc Bannelec’s Commissaire Dupin series, I didn’t hesitate long. The debut novel, titled, Death in Brittany, features police inspector Georges Dupin, who has moved from Paris to the Breton coast of France. Bannalec describes Brittany with a loving eye, develops Dupin and other characters well, and offers a mystery plot that is satisfying. This is a story about inheritance, and the strange ways in which family relationships seem to go awry. Dupin has the advantages and disadvantages of being an outsider, and the pace with which he solves the case seemed just right to me. Fans of crime fiction should take a look at this novel.
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Murder on Brittany Shores


				
Bannalec, Jean-Luc


				
****


				
8/19/16


				
Islands. The second novel in Jean-Luc Bannalec’s Commissaire Dupin series is titled, Murder on Brittany Shores. Dupin has been outsider enough in his transition from Paris to Breton, but the latest case takes him even further outside his comfort zone: the Glénan Islands, about ten miles off the Brittany coast. Bannalec describes this magical place with enough detail that a reader might smell and taste the sea and its bounty. In this area, time stands still, connecting past and present. When three bodies wash up on shore, Dupin arrives at what he thinks is the result of an accident. Readers ride the waves with Dupin as he unravels a complicated and satisfying case. I especially enjoyed this perspective from page 226: “Bretons had, Dupin found, a special relationship with time, with the past, even the far-distant past. Which above all meant: it didn’t exist for Bretons, the past. It had not passed. Nothing was past. Everything that there had been was also present and would stay that way forever. This didn’t reduce the significance of the present at all, on the contrary: it made it even greater.” Fans of crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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The Fleur de Sel Murders


				
Bannalec, Jean-Luc


				
****


				
8/17/18


				
Scheme. The third installment in the Brittany Mystery Series by Jean-Luc Bannalec featuring Commissaire Dupin is titled, The Fleur de Sel Murders. The famous salt from Brittany features prominently in this novel, as Dupin continues to shed his Parisian perspective as he learns to love Bretons and their beautiful area. Dupin’s partner on a murder case is a Breton, Commissaire Rose, and she is a formidable and independent ally. This pair works fast and hard to get to the bottom of a scheme and to uncover the villains. Fans of crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel. Readers will learn lots about salt from this novel and fans will look forward to the next novel in the series.
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Ancient Light


				
Banville, John


				
****


				
12/13/12


				
Memory. I find that as I get older the sharpness of my memory comes into very clear focus, especially when I recall people or events decades ago. John Banville writes lyrically about memory in his novel Ancient Light. I read this novel slowly and savored the fine language. I found myself pausing to reread Banvillle’s choice of words and appreciate how perfectly constructed his prose can be. I’ve liked Banville’s crime novels written as Benjamin Black, and that quick pace and unadorned language is a sharp contrast to this more literary style of fiction. Readers who like detailed images and finely crafted prose are those most likely to enjoy this finely written novel.
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Long Lankin


				
Banville, John


				
***


				
10/8/13


				
Early. I zipped through the short stories in a collection titled Long Lankin, representing early writing by John Banville. I found it hard to separate my perspective on the recent long fiction, which I loved, from these raw sketches. With the benefit of hindsight, it is easy for most readers to see the great skill that Banville displays in these early works. I finished each story somewhat satisfied, but wishing that the characters were more fully developed, as Banville has done in his novels. Some great writers specialize in genre, and I’m clearly biased that Banville’s novels allow him the space to explore life more completely. These short pieces show great skill and insight, but left me longing for more.
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Mrs. Osmond


				
Banville, John


				
****


				
5/11/18


				
Freedom. Every time I finish reading a novel by John Banville, I think about the delight he must feel in his freedom to have fun by writing the books he wants to write. In his latest novel titled, Mrs. Osmond, Banville takes Isabel Archer, the heroine of Henry James’ novel, The Portrait of a Lady, and twists the story in ways that made me smile. While the prose can be tough slogging at times as Banville writes in the style of James for this homage, the shift in plot made up for any challenges. Isabel returns to Gilbert Osmond in Italy with a surprise and she is admired by the way in which she turns the tables on a bad situation. This novel is all about freedom and Banville’s joy in writing it comes through, especially for those readers who enjoy literary fiction.
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The Blue Guitar


				
Banville, John


				
****


				
6/24/16


				
Theft. John Banville has filled his novel, The Blue Guitar, with beautifully written prose. I found myself reading several sentences multiple times to enjoy how perfectly crafted they were, and how word choices seemed perfect. Narrated by an unappealing and very introspective artist, the novel explores the creative process and the essence of art. The narrator is proud to have been a thief, and in many respects, most art involves minor theft of ideas and forms from others. Fans of finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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The Infinities


				
Banville, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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The Sea


				
Banville, John


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Metamore. More metaphors and similes per page than any other novel in memory. Winner of the Man Booker Prize. Captivating prose that will bring enjoyment to many, but cause others to beg for a life preserver to keep from drowning in words.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0307263118]


		

		
				
 


				
Time Pieces


				
Banville, John


				
****


				
3/20/18


				
Ode. Ramble around the city of Dublin in your mind while reading John Banville’s personal reminiscences of his life there in a book titled, Time Pieces. The city was a special destination during his childhood when on his birthday, he and his mother would travel from their small town for a day in the city. The photos by Paul Joyce add to Banville’s writing, and gave a clear visual effect to supplement the text. Fans of Banville’s novels will enjoy the references to Quirke and what the places where Banville set him meant to the author. Readers who enjoy Dublin will be brought back to their own memories of that place through Banville’s fine writing about his own recollections.
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On Top of the World


				
Barbash, Tom


				
***


				
July 03


				
Good Grief. College-friend gives insider perspective on Cantor Fitzgerald CEO Howard Lutnick and what happened before and after the events of 9/11. Whatever readers think of Lutnick now will be amended after reading this book.
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Consumed: How Markets Corrupt Children, Infantilize Adults, and Swallow Citizens Whole


				
Barber, Benjamin R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Third Plate: Field Notes on the Future of Food


				
Barber, Dan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Last Flight of the Scarlet Macaw


				
Barcott, Bruce


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Luck


				
Barfoot, Joan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Border Crossing


				
Barker, Pat


				
***


				
05/01


				
Booker prize-winning author presents complicated relationship of psychologist and client.
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Double Vision


				
Barker, Pat


				
****


				
Mar 04


				
Plain Sight. The novelist and the sculptor protagonist lead readers to seeing what’s important in life. Introspection leads to questioning beliefs and recovery opens the possibility of seeing new relationships transform lives.
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Life Class


				
Barker, Pat


				
***


				
May 08


				
Ambitions. Suffering art students in London find the real lessons in life come outside school, especially with the onset of World War I. Fine descriptive language and realistic dialogue.
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Noonday


				
Barker, Pat


				
*****


				
4/13/16


				
Resolution. Pat Barker’s Regeneration Trilogy comes to a very satisfying conclusion with the novel titled, Noonday. Set in London in 1940 during the Blitz, Barker’s descriptive language provides readers with vivid images of the sights, sounds and smells of that time and place. Elinor Brooke, Paul Tarrant and Kit Neville are back and their relationships achieve a level of complexity that will delight all readers who enjoy complex characters and finely written literary fiction.
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The Silence of the Girls


				
Barker, Pat


				
*****


				
10/12/18


				
Viewpoint. Can a historical novel set during the Trojan War be an anthem for the #MeToo movement? Pat Barker’s novel titled, The Silence of the Girls, offers a woman’s perspective not contained in the Iliad. Protagonist Briseis was queen in a kingdom near Troy, but when Achilles arrived, he killed her family and received her as a prize for his victory in conquering that kingdom. Our ancient stories often lack a female perspective, and Barker’s offering here is superb. We care about these women who are treated as objects, and we understand their plight. The army encampment around Troy was perfectly described, so readers can imagine the setting, hear the sounds, smell the rot, and shiver as the rats multiply. Readers who enjoy finely written historical fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Toby’s Room


				
Barker, Pat


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Eating Mammals


				
Barlow, John


				
**


				
Feb 05


				
Hunger. If you can stomach the macabre, and hunger to read something odd and unusual, these three novellas will whet your appetite.
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Intoxicated


				
Barlow, John


				
***


				
Oct 06


				
Fizz. Addictive historical novel describes the supply chain management, market research, and product development of the fictional carbonated beverage, Rhubarilla, made from rhubarb, coca, and other secret ingredients.
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Rebel-in-Chief


				
Barnes, Fred


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Arthur & George


				
Barnes, Julian


				
***


				
August 06


				
Unhurried. Barnes takes his time to develop the characters and plot of this novel, and patient readers will be rewarded with the pleasure of reading some of the finest prose being written today.
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England, England


				
Barnes, Julian


				
***


				
9/99


				
Recommend for those who enjoy satire. Barnes develops great characters and carries off the depths of illusion and reality with aplomb.
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DNR



				
10/99


				
Skip it.
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How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities


				
Cassidy, John


				
****


				
12/10/09


				
Ideas. John Cassidy’s new book, How Markets Fail: The Logic of Economic Calamities is a call for reality based economics. This is a book of ideas, along the lines of Economics 201. Cassidy explains in plain language the ideas behind lots of economic theories, and how some dominant theories have come in and out of favor. I especially enjoyed his exploration of rational irrationality. For those readers who are looking for an understanding of the context in which the recent financial crisis occurred, there’s a viewpoint expressed here that shows the consequences of the expectation that markets are self-correcting. How Markets Fail is well written, and will provide every reader with some increased level of understanding.
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Peel My Love Like an Onion


				
Castilllo, Ana


				
***


				
 


				
We liked So Far from God , and found this one even better
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The Guardians


				
Castillo, Ana


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Churchill's folly : how Winston Churchill created modern Iraq


				
Catherwood, Christopher


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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The Luminaries


				
Catton, Eleanor


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Rehearsal


				
Catton, Eleanor


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Dead Man’s Blues


				
Celestin, Ray


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Y: A Novel


				
Celona, Marjorie


				
****


				
4/12/13


				
Lucky. Marjorie Celona’s debut novel, Y, would be the perfect selection for a book club because it’s short enough for all members to read it, and it prompts discussion about what constitutes a family and how we make our decisions in relationships. The protagonist is a young woman who was abandoned by her mother on the steps of the Vancouver YMCA shortly after her birth. Bounced through several foster homes, her life is difficult and also lucky. Celona presents both the story of the child and her mother in ways that will make most readers want to think and talk and share, perfect for a book club.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41AL+jmhvxL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Bright Side of Disaster


				
Center, Katherine


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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A Model World and Other Stories


				
Chabon, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
We’ve read Chabon’s novels, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh and Werewolf but haven’t cracked the cover on this book of stories.
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Gentlemen of the Road


				
Chabon, Michael


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Manhood for Amateurs: The Pleasures and Regrets of a Husband, Father, and Son


				
Chabon, Michael


				
****


				
1/2/10


				
Wordcraft. Michael Chabon knows how to turn a phrase. I’ve enjoyed his fiction, and was intrigued by his assembly of a bunch of essays in a collection titled, Manhood for Amateurs: The Pleasures and Regrets of a Husband, Father, and Son. Each essay is candid and thoughtful, and for most readers, some element or other will resonate with one’s life experience. Chabon comes across as comfortable with himself and at ease in the disclosure of aspects of his life and behavior that others might withhold. He does this with the perfect choice of words and phrases, and never falling into the kind of disclosures that many readers find icky or uncomfortable. With skill, Chabon finds a balance in his writing, and his wit and wisdom kept me turning the pages of Manhood for Amateurs, occasionally re-reading a paragraph to enjoy how well we writes.
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Moonglow


				
Chabon, Michael


				
*****


				
1/16/17


				
Invention. Fans of finely written literary fiction can celebrate the latest novel by Michal Chabon titled, Moonglow. With the cleverness I’ve come to anticipate from this fine author, Chabon offers this work as a memoir, structures it as a novel, and uses deep autobiographic resources to bring the characters to vibrant life. The novel’s narrator refers to the protagonist as his grandfather, and much of the plot involves what the grandson learns about his grandfather at the very end of the grandfather’s life. Sex, prison, invading Germany in WWII, secrets, lies, regrets, the Space Race: all these elements flow out in rich detail and fine prose. Chabon maintains energy throughout the novel despite adding layers of complexity. This fine writer tells a great story about storytelling, and does it using such finely crafted prose and such insight into character that at times he took my breath away.
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Pops: Fatherhood in Pieces


				
Chabon, Michael


				
*****


				
6/9/18


				
Minder. There’s not a lot to read in a brief collection of seven essays by Michael Chabon titled, Pops: Fatherhood in Pieces, but each essay is finely written. If there is a father in your life who doesn’t read a lot, this book would make an ideal gift. For any father, mother or child, there is thoughtfulness behind each essay, and a grounding in affection and love. I loved the essay about taking his thirteen-year-old son to Paris and having the insight to understand that his role was not necessarily that of “father,” but of “minder,” as his son found other people with whom he connected. Chabon’s closing essay about his own father was loving and moving. I have always enjoyed Chabon’s writing, especially for his skill at choosing the perfect word to add to his finely crafted sentences.
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Summerland


				
Chabon, Michael


				
***


				
Dec 02


				
Take Me Out. Master writer Chabon tries a children’s book, fails to reach the heights of E.B. White or J.R.R. Tolkien, but delivers a enjoyable, magical story of baseball, good and evil, and coming of age. Great to read aloud to kids over many weeks.
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Telegraph Avenue


				
Chabon, Michael


				
*****


				
1/16/13


				
Messy. I love reading Michael Chabon’s fiction because I find that the words and phrases and sentences he builds are among the best I’ve read. In Telegraph Avenue, Chabon displays all that virtuosity with language while drawing readers into caring about the messy lives of the protagonists, Archy Stallings and Nat Jaffe, and their wives, Gwen Shanks and Aviva Roth-Jaffe. Archy and Nat are partners in Brokeland Records, located in a former barbershop in Berkeley, where they sell used vinyl records. Gwen and Aviva are midwives. All these characters are facing threats to the status quo, and Chabon builds on their love, their history, and the setting to reveal a slice of humanity that speaks to every one of us. The business troubles, relationship challenges, and threats to harmony are all familiar themes that Chabon mines with great skill and precision. I cared about these characters by the end of the novel, and I thought of them as if they were my neighbors. I reread many sentences, savoring Chabon’s skilled writing, especially when he seemed a bit off track, and found those elaborations to be beautiful.
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The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay


				
Chabon, Michael


				
****


				
 


				
Chabon’s best writing yet. Great story, well-written. Highly recommended.
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The Final Solution: A Story of Detection


				
Chabon, Michael


				
**


				
Mar 05


				
Homage. Literary impresario tries mystery genre in novella that pays homage to Sherlock Holmes, presented here as an old man solving his last case. Mystery fans and literary fans will both find some disappointment amid good writing.
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The Yiddish Policeman’s Union


				
Chabon, Michael


				
****


				
Aug 07


				
Imagination. Fine writing from master storyteller, this time creating an imaginary community in Alaska where Jewish refugees have been living since after World War II, and which now reverts back to American rule.
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1912: Wilson, Roosevelt, Taft & Debs: The Election That Changed the Country


				
Chace, James


				
***


				
Sep 04


				
Quartet. Escape from the 2004 presidential election to the one in 1912 when four viable candidates vied for office. Agree or disagree with author’s premise that 1912 changed the country, but enjoy his telling of the story and the issues.
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Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty


				
Chandra, Vikram


				
***


				
4/11/15


				
Idiosyncratic. There may be a perfect audience for Vikram Chandra’s book titled, Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, the Code of Beauty. I thought I was in that audience, but if am, it’s in the standing room only area at the back. Despite effort, I’m just not geeky enough to “get it.” Chandra is both a fine writer and a good computer programmer. When he writes about coding, I could almost understand the artistry and beauty he described. Other readers who know more about coding might understand. Lacking understanding, I got the geek, but never the sublime. I suggest reading a sample before you decide if you’re a member of the audience for this idiosyncratic book.
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Imperial Life in the Emerald City 


				
Chandrasekaran, Rajiv


				
****


				
Feb 07


				
Turf. Former Baghdad bureau chief for The Washington Post tells the story of incompetence, turf battles, and the dominance of idealogues in Iraq under Paul Bremer’s leadership of the Coalition Provisional Authority.
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Little America: The War Within the War for Afghanistan


				
Chandrasekaran, Rajiv


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Bad Samaritans: The Myth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism


				
Chang, Ha-Joon


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Wild Swans


				
Chang, Jung


				
****


				
 


				
Three generations of women in China during the 20th century. Highly recommended.
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Await Your Reply


				
Chaon, Dan


				
***


				
9/19/09


				
Identity. Who are we, really? Who are those others, really? Dan Chaon’s fine prose riffs on identity in his new novel. Await Your Reply. The title refers to those e-mails asking strangers for one’s help, especially in getting money out of foreign countries. While identity theft plays a part in Await Your Reply, the larger questions dominate as three connected stories play forward and backward for a reader’s alert engagement. Orphaned Lucy Lattimore leaps at the chance to leave the constraints of her small town with her Maserati-driving high school history teacher, George Orson. Miles Cheshire searches for his twin brother, Hayden, whom he hasn’t seen in 10 years. Ryan Schuyler has found his birth father, Jay Kozekek, and from their base in Saginaw, Michigan, they are running identity theft schemes. Nothing and no one is what it appears to be, and reading Await Your Reply can bring joy or frustration to readers, depending on one’s tolerance for surprise.
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Ill Will


				
Chaon, Dan


				
****


				
4/12/17


				
Unsettling. Don’t be alone when you read Dan Chaon’s latest psychological thriller titled, Ill Will, not just because there’s a murder at the core of the story. I’ve found a theme of being unsettled in Chaon’s other writing, and in many ways this novel left me feeling not just unsettled, but somewhat unmoored. A major part of the novel involves the unreliability of memory, and for anyone who questions our own recollection of the past, this novel can lead one’s mind to travel down paths that are missing all guardrails and road signs. Maybe I am not who I think I am. Short chapters from multiple points of view can keep a reader off balance, and Chaon does that well. Along the way, he builds the complexity of each character as he reveals more about each individual character that leads us to revise early impressions. I was entertained by reading this novel, and frankly, was a little relieved to close the last page.
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Stay Awake


				
Chaon, Dan


				
***


				
3/19/12


				
Lost. There are twelve short stories in a new collection from Dan Chaon titled, Stay Awake. The characters in these stories are people facing disorientation, loss and situations that are weird. Readers who like psychological tension in fiction are those most likely to enjoy this collection. Life is messy, bad things happen, and the story ends. Readers are left uncertain about resolution. The unsettled nature of the story also leaves the reader somewhat unsettled. Try a story or two. If you like one, you’re likely to enjoy the others.  
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You Remind Me of Me


				
Chaon, Dan


				
 


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0345441419]


		

		
				
 


				
The Last of the Imperious Rich: Lehman Brothers, 1844-2008


				
Chapman, Peter


				
**


				
1/15/11


				
Incomplete. After I turned the last page of Peter Chapman’s The Last of the Imperious Rich: Lehman Brothers 1844-2008, I had the feeling that the author patched this together with a minimum of research and few interviews with insiders. Chapman’s previous book about the United Fruit Company, Bananas, provided him with much information about their banker, Lehman Brothers, and I had the sense that he recycled what he had that fit this book. Rather than a comprehensive and insightful history of Lehman Brothers, this book presents the personalities of the leaders through anecdotes, and the historical context is presented in a paragraph or two. At its best, the book brings those personalities to life. As a comprehensive and accurate history or as a commentary with insight on the demise of the company, this book falls far short.
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Unassisted Living: Ageless Homes for Later Life


				
Chapman, Wid and, Jeffrey P. Rosenfeld


				
*


				
12/18/12


				
Showy. I am the target demographic for a book by architect Wid Chapman and gerontologist Jeffrey P. Rosenfeld titled, Unassisted Living: Ageless Homes for Later Life. The 33 homes presented in this book are intended to provide readers with examples of home design that can allow for alternatives to the senior housing choices of earlier generations. I found all the spaces to be severe and cold. They contained lots of open space, designed for show more than for daily living and practical utilization of space. There’s fine photography to present these houses, but most floor plans were far too small to read or interpret accurately, in other words: useless. I found that few of these unusual buildings respected their settings: most look like they crash landed. Take a pass on this book unless you find from a sample that you think you can find something useful here for you.
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Global Tilt: Leading Your Business Through the Great Economic Power Shift


				
Charan, Ram


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Profitable Growth Is Everyone’s Business: 10 Tools You Can Use Monday Morning


				
Charan, Ram


				
**


				
Apr 04


				
Defective. Sounds good, but lacks adequate context and how-to, making the tools unlikely to be used Monday afternoon and beyond.
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What the CEO Wants You to Know: How Your Company Really Works


				
Charan, Ram


				
***


				
Feb 02


				
Basic training for any employee on the fundamentals of business that apply from the smallest organization to the largest. Clearly written and brief.
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Boards That Lead: When to Take Charge, When to Partner, and When to Stay Out of the Way


				
Charan, Ram and Dennis Carey and Michael Useem


				
****


				
3/22/14


				
Triad. Three experts in leadership collaborated on a book titled, Boards That Lead: When to Take Charge, When to Partner, and When to Stay Out of the Way. Consultant Ram Charan, headhunter Dennis Carey and academic Michael Useem presented me with three key takeaways from this quick-to-read book. First, their experience with many companies and boards informed their perspective in offering general guidance about leadership and corporate governance. Second, they provide examples of success (where they name names) and failures (where they disguise names). Such examples are described adequately enough for readers to understand the situation. Third, the authors present checklists that can be a quick way to organize thinking and action. While I found many examples of them missing the mark, or providing very shallow insight, most of the book will provide executives and directors with something to think about and consider applying to a particular company.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41spdKU+ntL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Elements of Organic Gardening


				
Charles, Prince of Wales


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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This Common Ground: Seasons on an Organic Farm


				
Chaskey, Scott


				
***


				
Sep 05


				
Restoration. Poet-farmer-author describes what it took to restore a farmed-out plot of land on Long Island, and what society yields when land is cared for and food is grown close to the people who eat it.
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Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant?: A Memoir


				
Chast, Roz


				
*****


				
8/8/14


				
Care. I read Roz Chast’s book, Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant?: A Memoir, in a single sitting. I’ve been thinking about what I read for days after I closed the book. There are many chances to smile and cry as we read about Chast’s care for her aging parents. Anyone who has cared for aging parents, whether close up or from a distance, will find empathy for Chast’s situation. Chast fills most of the book with this story in cartoon form, and supplements that with some photos that add to what she conveys.
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Going into Town


				
Chast, Roz


				
****


				
1/4/18


				
Poignant. Fans of Roz Chast’s New Yorker cartoons are those readers most likely to enjoy her poignant and funny love letter to Manhattan titled, Going into Town. Chast grew up in Brooklyn, blossomed after moving to Manhattan, and accepted parenthood after moving to the suburbs. This book began as a guide to New York City for her daughter. As expected, the book is funny and sweet.
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Theories of Everything


				
Chast, Roz


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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What I Hate


				
Chast, Roz


				
***


				
11/14/11


				
Neurotic. As a longtime fan of Roz Chast’s cartoons in The New Yorker, I thoroughly enjoyed reading  her new collection, What I Hate: From A to Z. A perfect riff on a children’s ABC book, Chast chronicles her list in both grim and hilarious scope. Any reader who can laugh at a bit of neuroticism in oneself and others will appreciate this book. It can also provide a perfect gift to that special someone, especially a person who hates at least one of the things that Chase highlights.
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Betrayal: How Union Bosses Shake Down Their Members and Corrupt American Politics


				
Chavez, Linda


				
**


				
Mar 05


				
Diatribe. Partisan call for dramatic union reform, replete with politically-charged rhetoric and repetitive themes that become ponderous over three hundred pages.
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Desire: Where Sex Meets Addiction


				
Cheever, Susan


				
**


				
1/17/09


				
Musings. Susan Cheever muses about her own life and shares personal stories and insight in her new book, Desire: Where Sex Meets Addiction. I finished the book drawing the conclusion that anything can be addictive, and that we don’t know the cause of addiction. Cheever doesn’t pretend to be an expert on addiction, but addiction has been a constant companion throughout her life. By the end of the book, I was thinking that Cheever might be addicted to addiction, and has come to see it everywhere. Her musings are interesting to read, and I felt a bit of a voyeur as she disclosed some of the embarrassments of her life.  
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My Two Worlds


				
Chejfec, Sergio


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Case Against the Supreme Court


				
Chemerinsky, Erwin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Brothers


				
Chen, Da


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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My Last Empress


				
Chen, Da


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Final Exam: A Surgeon’s Reflections on Mortality


				
Chen, Pauline W.


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Worrying. Finely written memoir by liver transplant surgeon which shares her introspection and reflections on being with patients who face death.
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Body Brokers


				
Cheney, Annie


				
***


				
June 06


				
Products. Journalist’s sensational first person account of the legal and illegal ways that money is made from cadavers, with or without the knowledge and consent of loved ones, and how body parts have become products that meet the needs of medical practitioners.
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Blue Skies, No Fences


				
Cheney, Lynne


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Spy Handler: Memoir of a KGB Officer: The True Story of the Man Who Recruited Robert Hanssen and Aldrich Ames


				
Cherkashin, Victor


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Alexander Hamilton


				
Chernow, Ron


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Grant


				
Chernow, Ron


				
*****


				
1/23/18


				
Vulnerable. Some United States Presidents are so well-known that a contemporary biography can easily be passed over by readers. I thought I knew a lot about U.S. Grant, but thanks to reading Ron Chernow’s fine biography titled, Grant, I have a widely expanded base of knowledge and deeper respect for this complicated and complex individual. Thanks to Chernow, I have a new appreciation of how a great military strategist could be conned and taken advantage of. He was vulnerable to the machinations of others off the field of battle. Grant was guileless and that’s a rare trait in a successful politician, especially one who won two presidential terms of office. Any reader interested in American history will love reading this complete biography of a great United States President.
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Titan


				
Chernow, Ron


				
Unread


				
 


				
This life of John D. Rockefeller has been sitting unopened on the shelf of reproach since 1998. On the bright side, it’s a first edition in perfect condition.
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Washington: A Life


				
Chernow, Ron


				
***


				
1/25/11


				
Fresh. I opened Ron Chernow’s 900 page biography, Washington: A Life, with the expectation that I would become bored quickly and put it aside. After all, is there anything new or fresh to add to the extensive books that have been written about the first President over the past two centuries? I was pleasantly surprised that I found myself absorbed in a story that, while familiar, came across as fresh and alive. Before I knew it I was hooked, and I was happy to read through to the end, learning many new tidbits about Washington along the way. Any reader who enjoys American history will find something to appreciate in this finely written biography.
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The Arrogance of the French: Why They Can't Stand Us--and Why the Feeling Is Mutual 


				
Chesnoff, Richard


				
**


				
Dec 05


				
Clash. Long-time Paris-based journalist for U.S. periodicals presents harsh rhetoric and specific examples of the problems in French-US relations, as well as some insight into the conditions that led to the current riots.
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The Fires


				
Cheuse, Alan


				
**


				
June 08


				
Grief. Two novellas explore grief from different perspectives. Compact reading for a short flight, provided one can slough off lingering sadness. Novella structure means less tight prose than in a short story, and weaker character development than a novel provides.
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At the Edge of the Orchard


				
Chevalier, Tracy


				
****


				
4/6/16


				
Trees. The latest historical novel by Tracy Chevalier is set in Ohio and California in the early and mid-nineteenth century and is titled, At the Edge of the Orchard. Chevalier describes the travails of the Goodenough family struggling to survive on land in an Ohio swamp. James, Sadie and their five children are trying to grow an apple orchard with at least fifty trees. James loves sweet apples, and Sadie loves applejack. Chevalier develops these characters with great skill, and even the trees become like characters, given Chevalier’s descriptive prose. After setting the family story in the early part of the novel, the focus shifts to son, Robert, who leaves Ohio to go West trying to find his place in the world. He finally discovers new trees to nurture: the redwoods and sequoias. Fans of historical fiction are those readers who are most likely to enjoy this finely written novel.
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Burning Bright


				
Chevalier, Tracy


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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New Boy


				
Chevalier, Tracy


				
****


				
10/2/17


				
Poison. The Hogarth Shakespeare installment that retells Othello is titled, New Boy, and is written by Tracy Chevalier. The action is set in the 1970’s, mostly in a Washington D.C. grade school playground. Chevalier pulls key elements from the tragedy, and condenses the story in ways that prove that the poison of manipulation and racism and sheer evil can find a place even in a playground.
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Remarkable Creatures


				
Chevalier, Tracy


				
***


				
4/26/11


				
Friendship. Historical novelist Tracy Chevalier continues her formula of bringing the past to life through real characters in fictionalized narrative focused on craft with a new novel titled, Remarkable Creatures. The craft this time is fossil hunting, and the narrative focuses on the friendship between fossil hunter Mary Anning and Elizabeth Philpot. While from different classes and background, a love of fossils brings them together and provides the glue for what would have been a tiresome novel without the complexities of their friendship. The difficult position of women in Victorian England provides ample grist for Chevalier to present these two women, especially with their contribution to the scientific thinking of the era. Readers who like historical fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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My Life in France


				
Child, Julia


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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61 Hours


				
Child, Lee


				
***


				
8/16/10


				
Obvious. Readers looking for a light and quick reading experience will find reliable entertainment from Lee Child’s 14th Jack Reacher novel titled, 61 Hours. Reacher lands in a small South Dakota town following a bus accident, and finds himself immersed in the activities of a Mexican drug cartel at an abandoned military facility near town. A reward for long-time readers of this series comes in the form of greater understanding of Reacher’s past, and how that formed the person he is today. The depth of this character also expands in this installment when Reacher shows poor judgment, which had seemed to be a rare event in the earlier novels. While the plot moved along briskly, I found the mystery quite obvious, but that didn’t necessarily distract from my reading pleasure.   
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A Wanted Man


				
Child, Lee


				
**


				
9/25/12


				
Sidetracked. The seventeenth Jack Reacher novel by Lee Child is titled A Wanted Man. The setup involves Reacher being in the wrong place at the wrong time. He’s in Nebraska and is hitchhiking to Virginia when he gets picked up and becomes diverted into a very odd adventure. The physical Reacher takes a backseat in this novel to the cerebral Reacher, and should have been an opportunity for richer and deeper character development. Instead, the novel proceeds at a snail’s pace and even long time Reacher fans are likely to be bored, even with the protagonist himself. Readers who are hooked on the series will probably read this novel anyway. Readers who like thrillers will find some action in this one, but could do better with most other novels from this series and others. I endured to the end, and felt mildly entertained.
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Make Me


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
9/23/15


				
Unhurried. Those of us readers who are addicted to character-based fiction series will be delighted with the return of Jack Reacher in the novel by Lee Child titled, Make Me. As an individual with no fixed abode, Reacher can follow his whims as he meanders in an unhurried manner. When he gets off a train at a town called Mother’s Rest, he inquires about the source of the town’s name and no one tells him. His curiosity increases rather than being satisfied, so he hangs around. What follows is action, killing, gore and other forms of violence and crime that will not appeal to readers with squeamish stomachs. Fans of Reacher will delight in his latest way of just being Reacher.
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Never Go Back


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
11/26/13


				
Forward. After a dozen and a half novels featuring Jack Reacher, can author Lee Child still surprise readers with aspects of this complex character? In a word: yes. In Never Go Back, there were a few times I paused to reflect that this is something I didn’t quite expect Reacher to do. With reliable skill, Child moves this character forward in the latest novel, providing fast-paced action, good dialogue and interesting twists. I was entertained by this novel, and recommend it to new and old Reacher fans.
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Night School


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
8/19/16


				
Deduction. Lee Child set his latest Jack Reacher novel titled, Night School, in 1996 when Reacher was in the Army. Fans of the series will be thrilled with this installment in which Reacher’s deductive skills soar, the adversaries are worthy, the action moves quickly, and medals are awarded. Reacher is a complex and interesting character, and while more recent novels have been set in his post-Army days, this novel remains true to the complexity of Reacher’s character while pulling us back to see his ways of conforming to Army discipline and breaking rules at the same time.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
No Middle Name


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
8/4/17


				
Solid. Other than one short story that I had read as a Kindle single, the dozen Jack Reacher stories by Lee Child in the collection titled, No Middle Name, were new to me, and I enjoyed every one. Child does a great job in all his Reacher fiction, especially in how he keeps core elements of this character consistent, while continuing to develop depth, to this and other readers’ pleasure. Short form or long form, the Reacher stories provide great reading entertainment.
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Past Tense


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
11/17/18


				
Detour. Now that I’ve finished reading the 23rd Jack Reacher novel by Lee Child titled, Past Tense, I feel a certain loss, knowing it will be about another year before the next installment is released. Fans of the series will find lots to enjoy in the latest 400 pages of the life of a finely developed complex character. New readers can start here or anywhere in the series and find a great heroic character: a person who lives by a code of conduct and morality and acts in ways consistent with that code. In this novel, Reacher takes a detour on the way from New England to San Diego to visit the town where his father was born. By the end of the novel, Reacher learns things about his father, Stan, and sees the place where his father was raised. Along this journey toward his roots, there’s lots of malfeasance that Reacher stumbles across and addresses with all his skills and focus. Fans of action thrillers will love this novel and this series.
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Personal


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
10/6/14


				
Sniper. Nothing is straightforward in the 19th Jack Reacher novel by Lee Child titled, Personal. Reacher is lured back into service to track down a marksman who is suspected of plotting an assassination at an upcoming G8 summit. The skill level of this sniper is such that there are only a handful of individuals in the world who match the profile. One of the suspects has a history with Reacher, and that personal dimension is the reason for the title of this exciting and fast-paced thriller. The cast of characters, heroes and villains, are drawn with skill, and Child’s continued development of Reacher will please fans of this series.
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The Affair


				
Child, Lee


				
***


				
10/8/11


				
Backstory. The fictional character Jack Reacher, who Lee Child created more than a dozen novels back, remains something of an enigma to readers. His backstory is the focus of the latest Reacher novel, The Affair. Set in 1997 when Reacher was in the Army, this novel sends him to Mississippi to investigate a murder that might be linked to a soldier. The local sheriff, Elizabeth Deveraux is also ex-military and she and Reacher understand each other. Reacher’s integrity leads him to uncover the truth wherever it leads, and in Child’s capable hands, readers are unsure about the truth until very late in the novel. Fans of thrillers and Reacher are those most likely to enjoy this fast-paced and entertaining novel.
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The Enemy


				
Child, Lee


				
**


				
July 04


				
Bad Apples. Jack Reacher’s Army days are reprised in this novel, set after the fall of the Berlin Wall. A few Army bad apples do serious damage, and Reacher struggles to solve murder cases.
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The Midnight Line


				
Child, Lee


				
****


				
12/18/17


				
Opioids. The twenty-second Jack Reacher novel by Lee Child it titled, The Midnight Line. Child knows how to please fans of this series: let Reacher be Reacher, and put him in new and interesting situations. In this outing, Reacher finds himself on a quest to find the owner of a West Point ring. Along the way, he finds himself in the middle of the opioid crisis, doing his part to help a fellow soldier overcome addiction. Fans of the series should find a lot to enjoy in this installment. New readers can meet Reacher here, and roam through the whole series.
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Worth Dying For


				
Child, Lee


				
***


				
11/18/10


				
Recovery. Lee Child’s fifteenth novel to feature the heroic and uber-competent Jack Reacher is titled Worth Dying For, and answers the cliff hanger from the previous novel to those fans of the series. Readers need not have read the earlier novels to appreciate this story in which Reacher stumbles into a rural Nebraska town controlled by a criminal family who intimidate everyone in the area. Child draws readers into the story quickly, and maintains plot momentum throughout 400 pages of thrilling entertainment. It’s no spoiler to reveal that by the end of the novel, Reacher has beaten the bad guys and restored the citizens of the town to normal ways of living. Readers who like strong and competent protagonists will enjoy this novel, as will those who like plot resolution that ties together all the loose ends.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51RrmN6x0uL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Golf for Enlightenment: The Seven Lessons for the Game of Life


				
Chopra, Deepak


				
DNR



				
June 03


				
Lights Out. Our first exposure to a Chopra book left us wondering what others find good about his writing. Take a pass, or just play through.
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Holy Unexpected


				
Chotzinoff, Robin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Let My People Go Surfing


				
Chouinard, Yvon


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Power of Six Sigma: An Inspiring Tale of How Six Sigma Is Transforming the Way We Work


				
Chowdhury, Subir


				
**


				
Jun 02


				
Primer suitable for any employee that explains the buzzwords of Six Sigma and presents an easy-to-read story that explains Six Sigma clearly.
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How Will You Measure Your Life?


				
Christensen, Clayton M.


				
***


				
6/14/12


				
Homiletic. Harvard professor Clayton M. Christenson became something of a celebrity following his landmark book, The Innovator’s Dilemma. Readers who know him and his work will find something completely different in his latest book, How Will You Measure Your Life? Expanded from a summer 2010 article in Harvard Business Review and a speech to the 2010 graduates of Harvard Business School, this book provides Christenson’s reflections on his own life and the advice he offers others to live more fully. Some readers will find this to be another self-help book, either useful or not. Some readers will learn new things about Mormon values from reading these pages. Some readers will pass this book along to recent graduates who are making decisions about work and relationships. Read an excerpt before deciding to buy and read this book.
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The Innovator’s Dilemma


				
Christensen, Clayton M.


				
***


				
 


				
Helps executives find ways to adapt to change, especially technological innovation.
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The Innovator’s Solution: Creating and Sustaining Successful Growth


				
Christensen, Clayton M. and Michael E. Raynor


				
*****


				
Jan 04


				
Using Theory. Dozens of tough questions about innovation explored, theory explained, success and failure illustrated, conclusions drawn, and sources documented in footnotes galore. Advice to think about and use in growing your organization.
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Blue Plate Special: An Autobiography of My Appetites


				
Christensen, Kate


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Astral


				
Christensen, Kate


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Last Cruise


				
Christensen, Kate


				
****


				
9/5/18


				
Adrift. After not too many pages into Kate Christensen’s novel titled, The Last Cruise, it became easy to anticipate how different characters are likely to behave when placed under stress. Christensen doesn’t disappoint; we see a wide range of human behavior by a large cast of interesting characters. A vintage ocean liner is taking a final voyage and the guests are being treated to an experience like one would have experienced onboard in 1950. With that backdrop, we glimpse at characters above and below decks. After engine failure sends them adrift, the true colors of each character are revealed. Once adrift, things remain unsettled through the last page.
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Trouble


				
Christensen, Kate


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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A Single Spy


				
Christie, William


				
*****


				
8/4/17


				
Alexsi. I had low expectations when I picked up a copy of William Christie’s novel titled, A Single Spy. There have been plenty of great espionage novels, and would there be anything fresh in yet one more set during World War II? In a word: absolutely. Christie gives readers an interesting and complex character in an orphan, Alexsi Ivanovich Smirnov. Filled with raw intelligence, this resourceful young man finds ways to survive against all odds throughout the novel. The action is set in Russia, Germany and England. I was thoroughly entertained by the classic espionage plot and delighted by the character Alexsi whose exploits, risk taking and changing allegiances were exciting. Readers who enjoy character driven fiction, especially spy novels, are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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The Bestiary


				
Christopher, Nicholas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother


				
Chua, Amy


				
***


				
5/8/11


				
Discipline. Amy Chua’s Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother might well be the most entertaining work of nonfiction that I’ve read this year. This law professor relates how she has raised her children to achieve and excel through discipline, monitoring and constant badgering, and tells that story in an engaging, humorous and entertaining fashion. Parents will agree, disagree, admire or disparage her child rearing methods. In many respects, that’s beside the point. We live in relationship with others, and this book tells of the family relationships and the dynamics of love and care that play out in everyday interactions. By the time the dogs arrive on the scene, I was mesmerized. Any reader who likes to peek over the fence at what the neighbors are up to will be well-entertained by what goes on in the Chua household.
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Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations


				
Chua, Amy


				
****


				
7/6/18


				
Identity. Amy Chua analyzes the American and global landscape and dissects the ways in which the dominance of political tribes has been the hallmark of major conflicts from Vietnam to the hatred between Sunnis and Shias. In her book titled, Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations, she offers a passionate call for the restoration of a national identity that leads us away from our political corners and into a unity that recognizes and respects our differences and leads us toward bridging what divides us. Those readers interested in public policy will find her observations cogent and interesting.
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The 5 Patterns of Extraordinary Careers: The Guide for Achieving Success and Satisfaction


				
Citrin, James M.


				
****


				
Oct 03


				
Provocative. No matter what degree of success or satisfaction you’ve achieved in your career, you’ll find something to think about when you read this insightful book based on analysis of successful executives.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1400047943]


		

		
				
 


				
The Clancys of Queens


				
Clancy, Tara


				
****


				
2/3/17


				
Voice. Readers who want to dive into contemporary life in working class Queens, New York, will delight in the authentic voice of Tara Clancy in her memoir titled, The Clancys of Queens. A bonus is that Clancy lived two lives: one in working class Queens and another in wealthy Bridgehampton where her mother lived with a wealthy businessman. These contrasting lives combine to form an engaging story and Tara’s voice comes through with perspective and authenticity. She addresses her sexual identity with candor and clarity and the acceptance by her family was heart-warming. I enjoyed reading about an interesting life by a person open to sharing so many aspects of that life.
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Against All Enemies


				
Clancy, Tom


				
*


				
7/22/11


				
Legion. The advantage of reading Tom Clancy’s new novel, Against All Enemies, in ebook form was that it was lighter that way than in hardcover, and the pages turned faster when I was not distracted by how far it was to the end. Back in the Red October days, the Soviet enemy was clear and present. Today, threats are everywhere, and Clancy not only presents them individually, but he conjures up the notion of collaboration between Gulf region terrorists and Mexican drug cartels. In usual Clancy form, there is minute description of weaponry, and tedious plot development. Readers who perceive fiction value in pages per dollar spent will be able to compute based on almost eight hundred pages in this messy novel. There might be a good three hundred page novel in there somewhere.
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Dead or Alive


				
Clancy, Tom


				
**


				
12/18/10


				
Bloat. It’s been almost a decade since I read a Tom Clancy novel, and I decided to take a deep breath and try the new one, Dead or Alive. Memories came back at once of the trademark Clancy: a bloated narrative with more description and detail that’s necessary (more than anyone would need to know about weaponry); rapid movement from scene to scene and one part of the world to another; and repetition that made me think that even the author glossed over a lot of the text. In the new novel, Clancy creates a fictional Osama bin Laden called the Emir, and puts a secret group called the Campus in a dramatic adventure to hunt him down. Readers who enjoy action fiction and like a lot of pages for the money are likely to enjoy this novel. I would have enjoyed five hundred fewer pages.
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Red Rabbit


				
Clancy, Tom


				
*


				
Oct 02


				
Tame Retro Stew. Clancy returns to the 1980s and reprises Jack Ryan who escorts a Soviet defector, a “rabbit,” to the West. The rabbit became disillusioned with Russian leadership when he learned of a plot to kill the Pope. Few plot twists, and a slow and repetitious   pace over twice as many pages as needed.
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The Bear and the Dragon


				
Clancy, Tom


			

		





	
DNR



				
5/00


				
Vapid anecdotes that lack context. Take a pass on this book and Covey in general. Do what works for you.
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The SPEED of Trust


				
Covey, Stephen M.R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The 3rd Alternative: Solving Life's Most Difficult Problems


				
Covey, Stephen R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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The 8th Habit : From Effectiveness to Greatness


				
Covey, Stephen R.


				
 


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Redneck Riviera: Armadillos, Outlaws, and the Demise of an American Dream


				
Covington, Dennis


				
***


				
Oct 04


				
Scammed. Strange and true story of how Covington’s father bought Florida swampland, how the neighbors used the land for a hunt club, and when author inherited land, all that he did to retake possession.
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Discover Your Inner Economist


				
Cowan, Tyler


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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An Economist Gets Lunch: New Rules for Everyday Foodies


				
Cowen, Tyler


				
***


				
6/15/12


				
Quirky. Both economists and foodies may be left hungry after reading Tyler Cowen’s book, An Economist Gets Lunch: New Rules for Everyday Foodies. It is through the lens of an economist that Cowen does one of his favorite things: eat well. He makes a passionate case for good, cheap food. Some fellow economists may view that food is always priced accurately based on market factors. Some foodies would never consider eating at some of the strip mall places Cowen prefers. For those readers who are neither foodies nor economists, this is a quick book to read, in the style of Freakonomics, and Cowen’s writing style is often highly entertaining.
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Average Is Over: Powering America Beyond the Age of the Great Stagnation


				
Cowen, Tyler


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Complacent Class


				
Cowen, Tyler


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Dog Days


				
Cox, Ana Marie


				
*


				
Mar 06


				
Wonked. Debut novel with some humor by the writer of the wonkette blog, covers Washington politics and a presidential campaign, presenting characters and situations readers will care not a whit about.
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The Future of Faith


				
Cox, Harvey


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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When Jesus came to Harvard : making moral choices today


				
Cox, Harvey Gallagher


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Meaning of Night: A Confession


				
Cox, Michael


				
***


				
June 08


				
Dark. Debut novel by expert on popular 19th century fiction presents just that: a dark tale of good and evil set in mid-19th century England, with a cast beset with secrets and a heavy dose of murder.
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Lance Armstrong’s War


				
Coyle, Daniel


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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All That Follows


				
Crace, Jim


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51FqMJ0AmWL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Genesis


				
Crace, Jim


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Harvest


				
Crace, Jim


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Pesthouse


				
Crace, Jim


				
***


				
Nov 07


				
Refuge. Finely written novel set in America in the distant future which seems more medieval than technological. Some characters look to leave America for a better place, while others find ways to overcome all odds and thrive.
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The Bondwoman’s Narrative


				
Crafts, Hannah


				
**


				
Sep 02


				
Proposed by Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. as the first novel written by a black woman. Female slave describes life from a point of view only another slave could know.
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Love in Idleness


				
Craig, Amanda


				
***


				
Oct 03


				
Dreamy. Reprise of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream using the form of an English extended family and friends on vacation in Tuscany, where all the magic happens. Clever and deft writing provides an amusing diversion.
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Miss Burma


				
Craig, Charmaine


				
****


				
10/13/17


				
Ethnicity. Persecuted ethnic minorities suffer around the world today and this situation has a long history. In her finely written novel titled, Miss Burma, Charmaine Craig takes readers into Burma and to the troubles of an ethnic minority, the Karin. Set over the past seventy or so years, we live with one family from life in a British colony through Japanese occupation during World War II and a bloody civil war thereafter. Readers who enjoy historical fiction and poignant family sagas are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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The Good Men


				
Craig, Charmaine


				
***


				
Apr 02


				
Absorbing and well-written first novel. Life in 14th century rural France includes strong women, a sinful priest and a rigorous Inquisition.
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Dead in Vineyard Sand


				
Craig, Philip R.


				
**


				
August 06


				
Shallow. Seventeenth novel in series doesn’t require much thinking and may appeal to vacationing readers and to those fans who find the protagonist believable.
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Vineyard Stalker


				
Craig, Philip R.


				
**


				
 


				
Read and not reviewed.
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Necessary Errors


				
Crain, Caleb


				
****


				
6/11/14


				
Prague. Jacob Putnam, the protagonist of Caleb Crain’s debut novel, Necessary Errors, arrives in Prague in 1990. Jacob is on the brink of adulthood, and the city is ready for transformation from communism to capitalism. Crain lets readers slowly enter into the everyday nature of what life is like for Jacob at that time and in that place. While at times I became bored by the minutiae of the exposition, I always came back to the sense that I was seeing the situation unfold as would any newcomer to an unfamiliar setting. Over the course of the novel, both Jacob and the city both seem to be getting more of what they want. Readers who enjoy literary fiction and who can tolerate a lot of reading about “nothing” are those most likely to enjoy this finely written novel.
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Chasing Darkness


				
Crais, Robert


				
***


				
Sep 08


				
Madness. Elvis Cole broods that his prior investigation could have freed a killer to take more lives. He follows every lead to get to the bottom of crimes that were committed by someone overwhelmed by darkness.
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Suspect


				
Crais, Robert


				
****


				
2/22/13


				
Dog. Robert Crais leaves behind the familiar characters from his previous novel, and offers readers a four-legged protagonist in his latest novel, Suspect. Maggie is a German shepherd who suffers from PTSD following three tours in Iraq and Afghanistan and the death of her handler from an IED explosion. Maggie’s new pack leader is LAPD officer Scott James who also suffers from PTSD following the death of his partner and his own injuries. Crais engages readers quickly in the story of Maggie and Scott, and along the way explores all levels of “suspect.” Maggie is a good dog, and Scott is a good guy, and most readers will come away from this story feeling pretty good. I know I did.
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Taken


				
Crais, Robert


				
***


				
3/19/12


				
Trafficking. Robert Crais sets his latest Elvis Cole and Joe Pike novel on the Mexican border and uses the current headline issue of human trafficking as the backdrop for the fast-paced action in Taken. Crais moves us backward and forward in time from the perspective of multiple characters, and that device increases the tension a reader feels. A young woman and her boyfriend are kidnapped, and the woman’s mother hires the man she read about as “the world’s greatest detective,” Elvis Cole, to find her. Elvis asks Joe Pike to protect his back, and things get more than a little complicated when plans don’t turn out as expected. Fans of action thrillers or this particular series are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The First Rule


				
Crais, Robert


				
***


				
2/12/10


				
Justice. Protagonist Joe Pike takes center stage in Robert Crais’ second novel to feature him titled, The First Rule. Pike’s cool and competent demeanor is put to the test when one of his guys is murdered. You don’t let one of your guys down, so Joe, always faithful, doggedly pursues the murderer in a page-turning thriller that deepens Pike’s character development just a little more than the previous book and in the Elvis Cole novels that included Pike as a character. Always a tough guy, Pike is aided in this novel by a supporting cast of heroes and villains that will delight those readers who love the achievement of justice even outside the system. Crais’ writing can often be clumsy, but plot and character offset any weaknesses in The First Rule. Any reader looking for a few hours of escapist entertainment will find pleasure from reading The First Rule.
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The Promise


				
Crais, Robert


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Maggie. Protagonists Elvis Cole and Joe Pike take second billing in a novel by Robert Crais titled, The Promise. The hero of the novel is a dog named Maggie. Along with her LAPD K-9 officer Scott James, Maggie takes center stage in this entertaining crime novel in which the good guys tackle a villain who presents himself as a very worthy adversary. Readers who like crime fiction, especially dog lovers, are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Sentry


				
Crais, Robert


				
***


				
2/11/11


				
Adversaries. The crime fiction from Robert Crais usually provides lots of action pitting a better-than-real hero against a very evil villain. In The Sentry, Crais reprises two protagonists from earlier novels, Joe Pike and Elvis Cole, and pits good against evil in dramatic ways. Murders and mayhem provide the backdrop for Joe and Elvis to perform heroic acts, and a very competent killer provides Pike with a very worthy adversary. The prose is clunky at times, but the action never falters, and the characters remain true to the behaviors that readers have come to expect. Whether a fan or new reader, anyone who finds crime fiction entertaining will get some thrills from this novel.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/5166VnP0NIL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Two Minute Rule


				
Crais, Robert


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0743281616]


		

		
				
 


				
The Wanted


				
Crais, Robert


				
****


				
1/23/18


				
Pursuit. If I’ve counted correctly, The Wanted is the seventeenth novel by Robert Crais to feature private detective Elvis Cole and his talented sidekick, Joe Pike. After Cole is hired by a concerned mom to find out where her son may be getting cash, Elvis stumbles into burglaries and then murders. It doesn’t take us long to learn that the wrong thing was stolen from the wrong person. The pursuit in finding the lost item and certain individuals keeps the action moving quickly from beginning to end. Fans of character-driven crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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The Watchman: A Joe Pike Novel


				
Crais, Robert


				
***


				
June 07


				
Protector. In this fast-paced crime thriller, the sidekick from earlier novels takes center stage as he agrees to pay off an old debt by protecting an heiress from harm.
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Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry Into the Value of Work


				
Crawford, Matthew B.


				
****


				
8/18/09


				
Reliance. Matthew Crawford’s new book, Shop Class as Soulcraft is a philosophical treatise calling for manual competence: the mastery of one’s own stuff that can lead to happiness and fulfillment. Some frustrated cubicle workers will find hope on these pages, and those who work successfully with their hands may feel affirmation and recognition. We depend on one another in our connected world, and understanding the value of all kinds of work can be helpful as we exchange skills and talents with others. At its core, this book is a work of philosophy, and can be a bit plodding at times to make a point. In anyone’s search for the good life, reading Shop Class as Soulcraft can be a useful way of thinking about what leads to satisfaction and joy. For some of us, it can be as simple as taking something apart and putting it back together.
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Dragon Teeth


				
Crichton, Michael


				
****


				
7/6/17


				
Paleontology. Sometime after Michael Crichton’s 2008 death, his wife found an unfinished manuscript that the author worked on for about fifteen years. Readers and fans who miss Crichton will be those most interested in reading the novel titled, Dragon Teeth. Set in the late nineteenth century, the story is a fictional account of the real rivalry between two paleontologists of the time: Othniel Charles Marsh and Edwin Drinker Cope. Protagonist William Johnson is a student who worked for both paleontologists, and Crichton’s story of a fossil hunt includes a cast of familiar characters of the Wild West of that time, especially in the town of Deadwood.
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Next


				
Crichton, Michael


				
***


				
Feb 07


				
Patented. Entertaining and thought provoking fiction about the exploitation of human genes. The author’s note and bibliography will lead some readers to think there’s more fact than fiction here. Perhaps there is.
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Pirate Latitudes


				
Crichton, Michael


				
***


				
1/16/10


				
Escape. Thanks to the discovery of a completed manuscript, fans of the late Michael Crichton have another novel of his to read: Pirate Latitudes. Set in the late 17th century, this novel is an action-packed romp around the Caribbean as protagonist Charles Hunter overcomes all odds, escapes peril at every turn, and makes friends as easily as he vanquishes enemies. The action is non-stop, the gore plentiful, and the plot twists frequent enough to keep the pages turning briskly. Any reader looking for entertaining escape fiction will find lots of pleasure in Pirate Latitudes.
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Prey


				
Crichton, Michael


				
***


				
Feb 03


				
Mechanical Plague. Typical weak dialogue and writing, but strong plot full of wildly creative ideas. Scary story of the merger of biology and technology. A quick read.
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State of Fear


				
Crichton, Michael


				
**


				
Feb 05


				
Manipulation. Fiction with footnotes in which scientists manipulate data to further personal interests, and Crichton notes how fears of global warming are misplaced according to scientific data.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0066214130]


		

		
				
 


				
Timeline


				
Crichton, Michael


				
***


				
 


				
Crighton’s blend of scientific speculation with a fast-moving plot makes for pleasurable reading. Recommended.
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Micro


				
Crichton, Michael and Richard Preston


				
**


				
7/16/12


				
Tedious. Buried inside the 400+ pages of Micro by Michael Crichton and Richard Preston, there’s a 200 page fast-paced thriller. The challenge for readers is that the extra pages make it very tedious to read. There’s the usual Crichton scientific framework providing the basis for the action: in this case, nanotechnology. There’s a villain to make the plot interesting. Somehow the pace flagged almost from the start, and I found myself caring less about what was happening, and just wanting to get it over with. Readers looking for something to help the time pass like during an airport delay, are those most likely to overlook the faults of this book and actually enjoy it. For most readers, this book will be tedious or annoying.
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Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History


				
Crile, George


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. Saw the movie and read most of the book.
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Fat Land: How Americans Became the Fattest People in the World


				
Critser, Greg


				
**


				
Mar 03


				
First Circle of Fat Hell. A tedious and fascinating account of how we’ve gotten so fat, and why Earl Butz takes a lot of the blame. Some interesting case studies and a shocking view of the future.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0618164723]


		

		
				
 


				
Generation Rx : How Prescription Drugs Are Altering American Lives, Minds, and Bodies


				
Critser, Greg


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Moon’s Crossing


				
Croft, Barbara


				
**


				
Sep 03


				
Spinning. Debut novel from short story writer spins together the life of Jim Moon with tales from the Civil War, his Iowa marriage, the way the World’s Columbian Exposition captivated him, and how he died in New York. Lyrical, confusing at times, and replete with sub=plots that seem to go nowhere.
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Consumed


				
Cronenberg, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The City of Mirrors


				
Cronin, Justin


				
****


				
6/3/16


				
Finale. I plowed through the final book of The Passage trilogy by Justin Cronin titled, The City of Mirrors, within a few days of its release. Cronin brought the story to a very satisfying finale, both bringing forward the plot for a large group of familiar characters, and introducing some new and interesting characters. An added bonus is what amounts to a novel within the novel, about two hundred pages of the Fanning back story. That tidbit became critical in bringing the finale to its conclusion. Readers who like a big sprawling story for summer reading will enjoy this novel and this series.
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The Passage


				
Cronin, Justin


				
***


				
9/10/10


				
Dystopia. Justin Cronin asks readers to stay with him on many journeys over almost 800 pages in his new novel, The Passage.  I remained on board for the entire trip, but felt by the end that the journey could have been shorter by at least half. The novel presents science run amok, as a virus creates mutants who destroy most of the population. A remnant of people escaped the virus, and it is their story of survival that consumes the energy of the book. The novel is absorbing and engaging, and Cronin’s writing style kept me engaged, but for far longer than I would have wished. Readers with the patience to enjoy an 800-page novel may love this novel, but others may find the commitment too large for the value derived from the experience.
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The Summer Guest


				
Cronin, Justin


				
****


				
Oct 04


				
Restoration. Finest novel read so far this year. Six characters narrate current and past experiences at a fishing camp in rural Maine. Each character receives redemption or restoration from the caring love of another.
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The Twelve


				
Cronin, Justin


				
***


				
10/26/12


				
Transition. The good news is that the second novel of Justin Cronin’s trilogy, The Twelve, came in three hundred pages shorter than The Passage which opened the series. The bad news is that while you can read the current novel on its own, you’ll understand the material far better if you pay the 800 page price of reading the first one. The other bad news is that Cronin needs to wrap up the story in an upcoming novel, and my guess is that the third novel will be a long one. So be careful, once you start, you’re likely to endure to the end. This trilogy tells of a scientific experiment gone bad and what happened to people and cities. Cronin excels at character development, and both the good and bad ones are drawn with precision. The plot is complex and entertaining. Readers who like big sweeping books with dark themes are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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The Bordeaux Betrayal


				
Crosby, Ellen


				
**


				
Nov 08


				
Thirsty. A formulaic mystery novel that doesn’t tax the mind much contains a likeable female protagonist. While this latest in a series went down better than the previous ones, readers will still thirst for better character development.
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The Chardonnay Charade


				
Crosby, Ellen


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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The Merlot Murders


				
Crosby, Ellen


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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The Sauvignon Secret


				
Crosby, Ellen


				
***


				
8/19/11


				
Deception. Readers new to the Wine Country series as well as old friends can equally enjoy the mystery Ellen Crosby presents in The Sauvignon Secret. Protagonist Lucie Montgomery is a Virginia winemaker and in this outing she tries to unravel deception and a cover-up following the discovery of a wine merchant found hanged not far from her vineyard. Lucie’s grandfather is back along with her paramour, Quinn. They are following the mystery from Virginia to California and back trying to figure things out. This novel provides gentle and evenly paced entertainment, especially for those readers who like continuity of character in serial novels. One can pick up the story here and be satisfied, or go back and start from the beginning. Most will close this novel and look forward to the next installment.  
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Younger next year : a guide to living like 50 until you're 80 and beyond


				
Crowley, Chris and Henry S. Lodge


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and the West


				
Crowley, Roger


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2006
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Sweetland


				
Crummey, Michael


				
****


				
5/16/15


				
Island. Sixty-nine-year-old Moses Sweetland lives on an island off Newfoundland named Sweetland by his ancestors who settled there. In Michael Crummey’s finely written novel, Sweetland, readers are drawn into this person and this place. The tension in the novel comes from the decision by the government to pay to relocate the remaining residents of the slowly dying island, provided all agree. Moses and one other person have not agreed, creating conflict with their neighbors. The themes of community and isolation are presented, along with the depth of this fully formed character who reflects on his life in ways that will provide a complete picture of a complicated person who has lived a hard life, and who is willing to stand alone. Readers who enjoy well-written literary fiction are those who are most likely to be entertained by this novel.
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Anatomy of Greed: The Unshredded Truth from an Enron Insider


				
Cruver, Brian


				
**


				
Nov 02


				
Pinky’s View. A coming of age story about a recent MBA and the year he spent at Enron as it died. Equivalent to a pinky’s view of human anatomy, given Cruver’s job level within Enron.
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Still Foolin' 'Em: Where I've Been, Where I'm Going, and Where the Hell Are My Keys?


				
Crystal, Billy


				
****


				
11/18/13


				
Entertaining. Readers looking for some laughs and light entertainment should consider reading Billy Crystal’s memoir, Still Foolin' 'Em: Where I've Been, Where I'm Going, and Where the Hell Are My Keys?. Crystal is a master storyteller, and the personal and family stories in this book provide a great balance between the downright funny and the heartfelt and moving. If you’re looking for an entertaining book for an airplane trip, consider this one. I zipped through this book on a trip and found myself smiling often and reflecting on the components of a life well-lived.
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Good Business: Leadership, Flow and the Making of Meaning


				
Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly


				
**


				
June 03


				
White Hats. A respite from the business scandal books. From interviews with executives who’ve done a good job, we learn how business can be done well, and the hurdles that need to be overcome.
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Brazillionaires: Wealth, Power, Decadence, and Hope in an American Country


				
Cuadros, Alex


				
****


				
10/10/16


				
Olympic. My 2016 Olympics pre-reading was Alex Cuadros’ finely written book titled, Brazillionaires: Wealth, Power, Decadence, and Hope in an American Country. The thrill of victory and the agony of defeat comes through loud and clear in this book, especially in relation to the rise and fall of Eike Batista. Any reader interested in Brazil will enjoy this finally written book.
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Cooking at Home with the Culinary Institute of America


				
Culinary Institute of America


				
*


				
Dec 03


				
Bland. Interesting photos and clear descriptions of basic cooking methods that may be helpful for kitchen novices. Boring recipes lead readers to want to eat out.
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A Slight Trick of the Mind


				
Cullin, Mitch


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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A Colder War


				
Cumming, Charles


				
****


				
9/6/14


				
Mole. Fans of spy fiction should be satisfied after reading Charles Cumming’s latest novel, A Colder War. Protagonist Tom Kell (introduced in an earlier novel) took the fall in a torture scandal and his reputation as an MI6 agent has been damaged. When the head of station in Turkey is found dead, Amanda Levene, the head of MI6, suspects there may be a mole wreaking havoc on espionage operations in that part of the world. Levene recruits Kell to try to get to the bottom of things, which are complicated by the fact that the dead spy was her lover. I enjoyed character exposition and development, plot momentum and the interesting details of espionage. I was entertained by this novel and my attention remained focused throughout the book.
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A Divided Spy


				
Cumming, Charles


				
****


				
3/14/17


				
Weary. The third spy novel by Charles Cumming to feature MI6 agent Thomas Kell is titled, A Divided Spy. Fans of the series will understand why Tom seems weary over the course of the latest novel: his twenty years as a spy have been a roller coaster of highs and lows, going from hero to goat. Tom is disillusioned and distraught and grieving over a personal loss. In the latest novel he is drawn back into the action and breaks out of his lethargy. The pace of the novel is quick, the prose well-written, and the continued development of a complex character will reward those readers who enjoy character driven fiction.
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A Foreign Country


				
Cumming, Charles


				
****


				
1/24/13


				
Imaginative. Post-cold war spy novels can lack the tension that follows from the large scale deceptions that superpowers wrought on each other. Charles Cumming skillfully recreates that tension on a smaller scale in his finely written novel, A Foreign Country. Protagonist Thomas Kell had been tossed out of MI6 and doing very little for a half year when he’s called in from the cold to investigate the disappearance of the incoming chief, Amelia Levene. What follows is an imaginative and engaging story of personal and professional betrayal and support. If you like spy novels, you’re likely to enjoy this one. If you enjoy fine writing and avoid spy novels, you might want to give this one a try.
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The Hidden Man


				
Cumming, Charles


				
****


				
2/23/17


				
Deceit. One of the reasons that I enjoy reading spy novels is for the creative ways in which secrets are kept and revealed. Charles Cumming maintained my enthusiastic interest in his treatment of deceit in his novel titled, The Hidden Man. The action centers around three members of the Keen family: father Christopher, and sons Mark and Benjamin. Deceit involving each of these men led to dramatic consequences. Cumming’s prose maintains suspense throughout the novel and his writing should appeal to any reader who enjoys spy fiction.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Trinity Six


				
Cumming, Charles


				
***


				
4/22/11


				
Secrets. I place a premium on those spy novels where the characters are clever and when the secrets are worth keeping. Charles Cumming delivers both in his latest novel, The Trinity Six. All the key characters are clever, and their wily ways contribute to a reader’s engagement with the plot. Cumming takes the rumor that the infamous Cambridge Five soviet spy ring in Britain had a sixth member, and he methodically pursues the secret that has remained closely guarded for decades. The pacing of the novel begins modestly, and once a reader becomes comfortable with all characters, the pace accelerates toward a very satisfying resolution. Any reader who enjoys spy novels is likely to be entertained by this one.
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Yellowcake


				
Cummins, Ann


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Specimen Days


				
Cunningham, Michael


				
***


				
Mar 06


				
Connections. Three interconnected stories set in the past, present and future, full of beautiful, precise and elegant prose.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0374299625]


		

		
				
 


				
The Snow Queen


				
Cunningham, Michael


				
****


				
5/28/14


				
Light. Readers who enjoy finely written prose are those most likely to enjoy reading Michael Cunningham’s novel, The Snow Queen. Set in hip Brooklyn, the novel presents the contemporary life of a closely knit non-traditional family. Protagonist Barrett Meeks shares an apartment with his brother Tyler who lives there with his lover, Beth. Barrett and Beth work together in the vintage shop of another character Liz, whose current paramour is more than twenty years her junior. There’s a yearning among all these characters for coolness and meaning, yet their behavior remains more adolescent than adult. After being dumped by another boyfriend, Barrett pauses in the park to look up and observes a light than both captures his attention and disturbs him. Is this the light that erases the feelings of darkness? Beth’s cancer draws all the characters away from themselves and toward understanding.  
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Why Lincoln Matters: Today More Than Ever


				
Cuomo, Mario M.


				
 


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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Everything Matters!


				
Currie, Jr., Ron


				
****


				
6/9/09


				
Possibilities. Part of the natural order is that all things come to an end. Whether we like the idea or not, each of us will one day die. Ron Currie, Jr.’s new novel, Everything Matters!, explores the theme that we face an infinite number of choices in life, and those choices become connected with others, and have consequences that make a real difference, hence the title. Protagonist Junior Thibodeau hears voices and has precognition from infancy. He dreams with clarity and specificity that Earth will be destroyed by a comet on June 15, 2010. Junior’s considerable intelligence leads him in one set of choices to save the world. Along the way he realizes that there is no way to avoid the tragedies of living: both the good and the bad matter. Deliverance or salvation comes from living, not from avoiding life. We will all die, most of us just don’t know the date, so why would knowing the date make a difference in how we choose to live? Junior chooses another possible set of choices, and that approach to life also has consequences, both good and bad. Everything Matters! could be considered a philosophical novel and would provide for lively discussion by any book club. Junior could be compared to Jesus, and the ensuing “what would Jesus do?” conversation would be animated. Currie’s characters are thoughtfully constructed, and his prose includes fine dialogue, vivid descriptions and remarkable creativity. Everything Matters! is a joy to read, and left me thinking and reflecting long after I turned the last page.  
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Flimsy Little Plastic Miracles


				
Currie, Jr., Ron


				
****


				
9/24/13


				
Messy. Readers who are not put off by a messy and odd structure for a novel can find a lot to enjoy from Ron Currie, Jr.’s Flimsy Little Plastic Miracles. Lots of short pieces from snippets to episodes combine to produce something that engages the brain and provides reading satisfaction. I found myself from the beginning placing myself in Currie’s competent hands, and letting the whole thing unfold. When I finished the novel, I thought to myself, “Now that was interesting.”
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God Is Dead


				
Currie, Jr., Ron


				
**


				
Feb 08


				
Satire. In this debut novel of connected stories, God comes into the world as a Dinka woman who dies in the Darfur region of Sudan. What follows is even darker in this finely written satire.
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The One Eyed Man


				
Currie, Jr., Ron


				
*****


				
7/20/17


				
Relativity. I find that satire can often disappoint me because over the course of a novel, the prose can become uneven. I was completely engaged while reading Ron Currie, Jr.’s novel titled, The One Eyed Man. Protagonist K becomes both misfit and perfect fit for a society in which everything is relative. Following the death of his wife, K speaks to everyone he encounters with a literalness that disarms and usually offends. His life is presented as alternative highs and lows that revolve around grief, belief, and the meaning of relativity. In the blind world of contemporary life, K is the one who shines a light on everything and everyone. Currie offers humor and psychological insight while never flinching from the satire he delivers with precision. This is an unusual novel with an unconventional protagonist, which is perfect for reading right now and reflecting on what is relative and what is not.
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Twenty Grand


				
Curtis, Rebecca


				
***


				
Sep 07


				
Characters. Debut collection of 13 short stories featuring complex characters, mostly young women leading bleak lives, displays skilled literary talent.
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Arlington Park


				
Cusk, Rachel


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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In the Fold


				
Cusk, Rachel


				
***


				
Dec 06


				
Belonging. Dark comedy of being part of the people and places that form us over time. Ensemble of strange characters show variable morals and expectations based on where they are.
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Kudos


				
Cusk, Rachel


				
*****


				
7/24/18


				
Reflections. Rachel Cusk’s novel titled, Kudos, completes her trilogy with great success. Cusk takes her musings and reflections on everyday life to some higher level. Her prose led me to reread many of her finely crafted sentences. Her musings turn into insight often, and any reader who enjoys finely written literary fiction will find a lot to enjoy in this finale as well as in the earlier books in the trilogy. Those readers who prefer a well-structured beginning, middle and end won’t find that here, but patience with the loss of structure might lead to pleasure found in Cusk’s great sentences.
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Outline


				
Cusk, Rachel


				
*****


				
1/15/16


				
Neighbor. Who is my neighbor? How well do I know them? How well do I know myself? What does it take to move from the sketchy outline of a relationship toward intimacy? Structured as a series of conversations, Rachel Cusk’s finely written novel titled, Outline, explores those questions and others. Readers who appreciate fine writing will find much to admire in this short novel. Those readers who like cerebral fiction will also engage those little gray cells while reading and after finishing this novel. I was thoroughly entertained and engaged from beginning to end.
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Transit


				
Cusk, Rachel


				
*****


				
2/10/17


				
Change. The second novel in a trilogy by Rachel Cusk is titled, Transit, a good name for a book that takes us from the first toward the third. Cusk’s unusual prose style and structure for fiction may unsettle some readers. After a few pages, I was reminded of what I liked so much in Outline, the first novel. Cusk offers readers access to the conversations, everyday experiences and stories of a protagonist’s life during a time of change. Thanks to Cusk’s great writing skill, each sentence can bring pleasure to readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction. Along the way, some musings in those sentences can become philosophical and offer great insight into how we deal with the significant changes in our lives. I enjoyed this finely written novel and look forward to reading the finale.
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Mirage


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
2/7/14


				
Tesla. Readers looking for reliable entertaining action in a novel can find plenty of it in Clive Cussler’s novel, Mirage. Protagonist Juan Cabrillo, Chairman of The Corporation, is back on the Oregon, risking his life in heroic ways on land, under the sea and up in the air. This is a guy who shouldn’t be able to get a life insurance policy no matter what the premium, but somehow he survives every near-death encounter with his deadly foes. The key gimmick in this novel is something Nikola Tesla built a century ago, brought to life again by the Russians, and ready for exploitation by the Chinese. These worthy adversaries for Cabrillo provide fast-paced action and lots of high tech toys to deploy.
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Atlantis Found


				
Cussler, Clive


				
*


				
3/00


				
If you like sloppy grammar, excessive violence and are a regular Cussler reader, try his latest. Otherwise, take a pass.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0399145885]


		

		
				
 


				
Black Wind


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Apr 05


				
Familial. Cussler reprises Dirk Pitt Sr. and Jr., and brings along his own son as co-author. Typical cool heroes, one-dimensional villains, tech toys, and thrilling plot.
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Crescent Dawn


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
1/4/11


				
Turkey. The latest Dirk Pitt novel from Clive and Dirk Cussler is titled Crescent Dawn, and much of the action takes place in and around Turkey. The structure of this action thriller follows the authors’ proven formula: multiple plot lines; various time periods; and characters that are either heroes or villains. The usual 500+ pages provide ample opportunity for rapid page turning as the action moves quickly. The whole Pitt family appears on these pages, and their exploits are both outlandish and highly competent. The villains are almost comic, and before a reader knows it, the action has wrapped up and the story ends. Readers looking for quality writing are likely to be disappointed, while those readers who like heroes to be swashbucklers, and villains to be malicious can enjoy every page of this novel.
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Devil’s Gate


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
12/11/11


				
Strained. Fans of Clive Cussler novels are those most likely to enjoy the latest NUMA adventure featuring Kurt Austin titled, Devil’s Gate. I enjoyed the usual Cussler attention to technical detail and to a fast moving plot. Unfortunately I found Austin’s heroics to be so far beyond belief that I began to laugh at his exploits. Other characters were so poorly developed that even the villains were unbelievable. Happily, these novels can be read quickly, so not much time is wasted in seeing if the strained effort to bring all the tension to resolution is achieved. It’s no spoiler to disclose that the good guys win, and for those readers who like fast action and confident resolution to threats, this novel may be a perfect fit.  
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Fire Ice


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Aug 02


				
Lukewarm action novel starring one-dimensional character Kurt Austin who foils a Russian’s plot to terrorize America.
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Ghost Ship


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
7/9/14


				
Reliable. There are worse ways to spend a summer afternoon than relaxing with a cool drink and reading an adventure novel. I spent a pleasant afternoon in the good company of the NUMA characters in Clive Cussler’s latest novel in that series titled, Ghost Ship. It’s no spoiler to convey that Kurt Austin performs heroic feats and Joe Zavala banters with Kurt and saves him from peril. The Trouts are fearless, competent and smart as hell. The villains are formidable. This reliable formula entertained me on a summer afternoon that was enjoyable, refreshing and well-spent.  
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Havana Storm


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
11/21/14


				
Calm. Like most fans of the Dirk Pitt series by Clive Cussler, I expect fast-paced action within a predictable formula. The calmest, most laid-back novel in this long running series may be the latest titled, Havana Storm. The familiar cast of characters return to sea and are performing heroic feats to battle against evildoers. My heart rate remained low as I read this novel, and I was able to set the book aside whenever the action accelerated since I knew that a slowdown would follow. While calm, I remained entertained, mostly because of my familiarity with the characters. New readers of this series may want to begin with a more exciting novel.
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Lost City


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Jan 05


				
Formula. Comfortable predictability of heroes, villains and fast plot meet expectations to provide distracting entertainment and quick reading.
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Lost Empire


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
11/15/10


				
Puzzles. The Fargo Adventure sub-brand of the Clive Cussler conglomerate has released the second novel in the series, Lost Empire. Protagonists Sam and Remi Fargo continue their treasure hunting off the coast of Tanzania, and stumble into an adventure that pits them in the crosshairs of the nationalist president of Mexico who wants to keep a big secret. Once the thriller action starts when the bad guys pursue Sam and Remi the pace remains constant to the end. The Cussler writers are in no hurry to reveal more than is necessary in any one Fargo novel, so I came away from this novel with as many questions about the protagonists as I had the first time. Nonetheless, this is reliable entertainment for those readers who like alternative versions of history and a high dose of excitement.
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Medusa


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
6/25/09


				
Reliable. The latest Kurt Austin novel from Clive Cussler and Paul Kemprecos is titled Medusa. In this outing, the NUMA hero tackles the exploits of a Chinese gang who are trying to overthrow the government through the spread of a virus, and have stolen an undersea lab that is developing a cure by using jellyfish toxins. While the action can be adrenaline-packed at times, and the structure of the novel follows Cussler’s typical formula, most of the writing is weak, and the extremes of character development: super-heroes and super-villains leave little room for the nuances found in most real personalities. So many of the entrances and exits of both heroes and villains were unlikely and unexplained that I found myself laughing when one or the other made a slippery getaway. I find most of Cussler’s novel to be the Lay’s Potato Chips of action novels: reliable in taste, one you start, you’ll probably finish, and in the end, it’s still junk food. For a summer escape that doesn’t require any thinking, consider picking up Medusa for a few hours of mild entertainment.
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Nighthawk


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
8/4/17


				
Tension. Fans of Clive Cussler’s NUMA series featuring protagonists Kurt Austin and Joe Zavala are those readers most likely to enjoy reading Nighthawk, the latest novel in this series. An advanced aircraft vanishes, and NUMA is on the search, not knowing much about the dangerous cargo onboard and the efforts of Russia and China to beat the US to finding the plane. The plot tension carries this novel along, and the full cast of characters adds to the overall spectacle. This novel provides reliable entertainment that should align with the expectations of readers of this series. Novels like this remind me of potato chips: you usually get exactly what you buy: salt, fat, crunch. This is not a gourmet meal; it’s a reliable snack. Dig in if it matches your appetite.
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Odessa Sea


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
2/3/17


				
Predictable. The latest novel in the Dirk Pitt series by Clive Cussler is titled, Odessa Sea. I read Cussler because the books can be entertaining and there are elements that remain constant and predictable. The good guys get into tight situations. The bad guys are up to no good in complicated and serious ways. The good guys win. In another week or two I will have totally forgotten the plot. By the time the next Pitt novel comes out, I’ll be ready to read it, knowing that what I predict will come true: the good guys will outsmart the bad guys again, no matter what.
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Piranha


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
12/18/15


				
Formula. One benefit of formulaic series fiction is the expectation that familiar characters will behave in expected ways. The latest Oregon Files novel from the Clive Cussler franchise is titled, Piranha, and the familiar characters were true to fan expectations. One downside to a familiar formula is a reader’s confidence that the plot will proceed in an expected way and that can lead to boredom. Readers who like formulaic thrillers are those likely to enjoy this novel, especially if one reads fast enough to stave off looming boredom from a clear sense of what’s likely to happen next as the plot develops according to the formula.
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Pirate


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
12/20/16


				
Treasure. I read novels from the various franchises that Clive Cussler has created for the same reason I will go to some fast food outlets: I get exactly what I expect and it doesn’t take long to achieve satisfaction. The latest Sam and Remi Fargo novel is titled, Pirate, and, spoiler alert: there is treasure involved. As fans can safely assume, the Fargos travel to multiple locations, and face a formidable foe in the search for treasure. If you have any doubt about who gets the treasure, you’ve never read a novel in this series. Readers who enjoy action novels that lead toward good feelings by the end are those most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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Plague Ship


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Aug 08


				
Responsive. Formulaic thriller pits a heroic leader against the plans of a secret group trying to reduce global population in a drastic way.
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Polar Shift


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Jan 06


				
Magnetic. Readers keep coming back to the Cussler brand for the pleasures of one-dimensional villains out to destroy the world, a cooler than words hero (Austin here) who foils the scheme, and a fantastic plot that exudes scientific possibilities.
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Shadow Tyrants


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
11/24/18


				
Colossus. The thirteenth installment in Clive Cussler’s Oregon files series is titled, Shadow Tyrants. Fans of the series will get everything expected from this novel: Chairman Juan Cabrillo and his talented crew at the Corporation zip around the world going after the bad guys. We’re never in doubt about who will prevail. This time out even the villains are fighting other villains. Nine unknown wealthy men lead a secret society that has been passed down to descendants for thousands of years. They are working together on a project named Colossus that will lead to major changes in the world. They are taking the next step in artificial intelligence: creating a biological computer that will learn on its own. What could possibly go wrong? This and other Cussler formulaic fiction franchises provide some reliable entertainment for those readers who enjoy an exciting story with a clear beginning, middle and end.
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Spartan Gold


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
11/7/09


				
Treasure. Readers who are looking for the relaxed reading comfort that can come from a formulaic adventure novel will find some pleasure in reading the latest Clive Cussler novel titled, Spartan Gold. New protagonists are featured in this book: Sam and Remi Fargo, highly skilled and adventure-loving treasure hunters. Wine bottles from Napoleon’s Lost Cellar lead the Fargos on a multi-country adventure that ends with the discovery of gold. Along the way, Sam and Remi are engaged in physical and mental repartee with a villain who wants the gold. The bad guy, Hadeon Bondaruk, remains an underdeveloped and one-dimensional character, but serves his purpose well in the novel. Sam and Remi are backed up by a paid staff at their California base, about whom I wanted to know more than is presented in this novel. Perhaps next time. In the meantime, Spartan Gold is an acceptable diversion offering some reading fun to those readers who like this genre.
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The Assassin


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
4/11/15


				
Plot. The winning formula for Clive Cussler novels usually contain three elements: strong characters who behave with consistency; a fast-paced plot; and technical or historical accuracy that adds interesting detail. Until reading the latest novel in the Isaac Bell series titled, The Assassin, I found that formula in almost all of Cussler’s novels, and I could count on some reliable reading entertainment from the combination of those elements. In this novel, I found the Isaac Bell character to seem flat despite his escapades. Other characters, especially John D. Rockefeller in this novel, were developed so narrowly or inadequately that they came across as caricature. The plot here was well-paced, and the historical details were interesting, but the weak character development made this a less entertaining novel for me than previous books in this series and in the others from the Cussler franchise.
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The Bootlegger


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
3/22/14


				
Explosive. The seventh Isaac Bell adventure novel by Clive Cussler titled, The Bootlegger, begins and ends with dramatic action. Isaac’s boss, Joseph VanDorn, head of the Van Dorn Detective Agency, has been shot, and Isaac directs agents to follow every lead and find the perpetrator. It’s the time of Prohibition in the United States, and rum runners are supplying alcohol to a thirsty nation. Small operators are being edged out of the business by organized criminal elements, including some Russians who have a particular use for their illegal earnings. While Isaac is often a step or two behind the bad guys, it’s no spoiler to say that after many pages of exciting action, Isaac saves the day. Fans of this series and this prolific author are those most likely to enjoy this latest installment. If you’re new to the series, you can start here or anywhere else and get a good sample of what’s in the series.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51H2DPJd0NL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Chase


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Jan 08


				
Momentum. Set in 1906 in San Francisco, this novel features a new hero, detective Isaac Bell, who’s hired to chase down the Butcher Bandit, and does so in a race car and a locomotive.
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The Cutthroat


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
4/19/17


				
Swordplay. Isaac Bell is one of my favorite protagonists among the many characters in the multiple Clive Cussler franchises. The 10th Bell novel is titled, The Cutthroat, and fans will enjoy the return of a familiar cast of characters, especially the quirky crew of the Van Dorn Detective Agency. A new skill for Bell in this installment involves swordplay, and as fans would expect, Bell is pretty good at this activity. Novels in this series, and anything with Cussler’s name, can be relied on for some distracting entertainment, packed with tension and action, and a reliable resolution in which the good guys win at the end.
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The Emperor’s Revenge


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
1/10/17


				
Grid. The 11th novel in the Oregon Files series by Clive Cussler is titled, The Emperor’s Revenge. Readers who enjoy fast-paced adventure novels, and who can suspend disbelief often, are those most likely to enjoy this novel. The emperor in the title is Napoleon, and that was one of many places where my disbelief was put under severe strain as Cussler’s creativity soared. Protagonist Juan Cabrillo performs with great skill as always. A plot to disrupt the power grid and wreak global financial havoc was delightfully sinister and highly enjoyable.
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The Eye of Heaven


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
9/26/14


				
Emerald. A few pages into the sixth novel in the Sam and Remi Fargo series by Clive Cussler titled, The Eye of Heaven, had me double check to see if I had read it already. The formula was so familiar that only the publication date convinced me that this is a new installment. The title refers to a giant emerald. The wealthy Fargos travel the globe while they are hunting for treasure that they usually do not keep for themselves. They eat and drink well, staying in fine lodging, thanks to a talented support staff. They face worthy adversaries and prevail. In this outing, some of the villains are especially competent and crafty. For a few hours of predictable escapist reading, this series and this installment fits the bill for those readers who like this form of light reading.
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The Gangster


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
5/26/16


				
Adversaries. The latest Clive Cussler series novel featuring detective Isaac Bell is titled, The Gangster. Set in New York at the beginning of the twentieth century, the novel pits the Black Hand against the Van Dorn Detective Agency. These formulaic novels provide entertainment to those readers who enjoy the predictability of the good guys defeating all adversaries. The action in this novel proceeds more slowly than others in the series, and the ending seemed more abrupt than I expected. For consistent, reliable historical crime fiction, consider reading this novel and this series.
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The Gray Ghost


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
7/6/18


				
Rolls-Royce. Remy and Sam Fargo are back with a different kind of treasure hunt in the latest installment in the Fargo series by Clive Cussler, a novel titled, The Gray Ghost. The title refers to a legendary Rolls-Royce automobile and crimes in contemporary times and decades earlier. There’s a cute connection to Isaac Bell from a different Cussler series that will tickle loyal fans. Most readers will find this thrilling adventure novel to provide reliable entertainment where the protagonists are true to themselves, and the bad guys are caught by the end. Along the way, there’s plenty of hijinks and tension.
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The Jungle


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
3/12/11


				
Quantum. The latest installment in the Oregon Files brand of Clive Cussler novels is titled, The Jungle. Juan Cabrillo and the crew of the Oregon zip around the globe as they take on assignments to rescue missing or kidnapped children. The title refers to the Burmese rainforest where they are following the trail of a billionaire’s daughter who has gone missing. They become entangled in multiple deceptions and a plot to destroy Western civilization through the use of a quantum computer. This escapist novel may entertain readers looking for a quick and entertaining read, but both heroes and villains are so weakly developed that the result can be less than satisfying.
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The Kingdom


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
6/27/11


				
Shangri-La. This summer’s installment of the Fargo series of the Clive Cussler brand of novels is titled The Kingdom. Over the course of a relaxing day or two, readers can travel around the world with Sam and Remi Fargo as they conduct another search to find something important that has been missing. In this case, they are looking for a missing colleague, and then for Shangri-La. As usual, there’s a nemesis trying to thwart them, but the indomitable Fargos can’t be beaten, and their competence gets them out of the most improbable of jams. This escapist novel can be entertaining for those readers who can tolerate weak writing in favor of an interesting plot. I find these novels to be mindless and pleasurable reading experiences that are quick to ingest and are not particularly nourishing.
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The Mayan Secrets


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
12/27/13


				
Codex. The next stop for world adventurers Sam and Remi Fargo is Central America in Clive Cussler’s latest book in this series titled, The Mayan Secrets. The Fargos find an ancient Mayan codex in Mexico, and that leads them on an exciting adventure. The usual formulaic elements are present: Sam and Remi are skilled and heroic; the villains are worthy adversaries, and most readers will finish the novel feeling well entertained. There’s some satisfaction from reading a formulaic novel, and that’s the kind of comfort this novel delivers.
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The Navigator


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Aug 07


				
Consistent. Latest offering of the Kurt Austin action brand, in which the good guys are consistently virtuous, and the bad guys are ruthlessly evil. Predictable reading when you’d prefer not to have to engage your brain.
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The Pharaoh’s Secret


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
3/15/16


				
Predictable. The eleventh formulaic installment in Clive Cussler’s NUMA series featuring heroic protagonist Kurt Austin is titled, The Pharaoh’s Secret. I’ve noticed that I pick up a predictable Cussler novel when I’m tired, and don’t need to think much while reading. As with the earlier Cussler novels, the heroes win, the bad guys lose, and the action entertains. Readers with clear expectations from this author are those who are most likely to enjoy this and any of the novels in the series. I’m pretty confident that I’ll continue to read novels in this series, and will delay opening them until my brain needs to relax.
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The Race


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
11/18/11


				
Soars. Clive Cussler takes protagonist Isaac Bell to the skies as the heroic Van Dorn detective protects a skilled aviatrix from harm during a cross-country airplane contest. This latest novel, set in 1910, is titled The Race, and no fan of this series will be surprised to learn that Bell masters the skill of flying a plane with ease. There’s a wide cast of interesting characters, and the usual level of detail that Cussler readers demand. Bell’s romance with his fiancé Marion Morgan proceeds at what seems like a glacial pace. The usual contest between the good guys and bad guys turns out as expected. Readers looking for some light reading that entertains without requiring a lot of thought are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Rising Sea


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
5/3/18


				
Machines. Fans of fast-paced thrillers will enjoy the latest installment in the NUMA Files series by Clive Cussler, a novel titled, The Rising Sea. Kurt Austin and Joe Zavala are back in an escapist novel that pits these heroes against worthy adversaries: machines. Past meets future when one scene has a swordfight, and another has Kurt driving a race car in competition against a self-driving machine. Meanwhile, water levels are rising because a mining operation has released undersea water into the ocean. As with all the installments in this series, it’s no spoiler that by the end, the good guys win.
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The Romanov Ransom


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
12/19/17


				
Romp. The ninth novel in the Sam and Remi Fargo series by Clive Cussler is titled, The Romanov Ransom. The current treasure hunt takes the Fargos on a romp from Europe to North Africa to South America, tracked at every turn by a ruthless adversary. Fans of formulaic adventure fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel and this series. It’s fast-paced and often highly predictable. Compared with earlier novels, I found less humor and repartee between Sam and Remi, and less fine dining. Nonetheless, I got exactly what I expected: a quick read that didn’t require a lot of mental energy.
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The Silent Sea


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
4/5/10


				
Reliable. The Clive Cussler brand of action writing continues to provide reliable entertainment to those readers who like strong heroes, evil enemies, and lots of adventurous action. In the seventh Oregon series novel titled, The Silent Sea, protagonist Juan Cabrillo leads a team into hostile Argentina to recover a NASA satellite. Some opportunistic Chinese have been partnering with Argentines in Antarctica, and much of the context for the novel involves ancient Chinese sailing ships. Juan and his team travel the world to confront enemies, solve mysteries, and restore world order. Not bad in 400 pages.
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The Solomon Curse


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
7/1/16


				
Giants. The seventh installment in the Sam and Remi Fargo series by Clive Cussler is titled, The Solomon Curse. While most of the formula remains intact in the current adventure, the Fargo’s opulent eating and drinking is dialed down and their concern for the lives of others ramped up. They are looking for a lost city off Guadalcanal, and hear stories of giants. With dispatch, the plot moves them to multiple places and to satisfying discoveries. Readers looking for wholesome, reliable adventure fiction will find an entertaining story in this novel.
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The Spy


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
6/22/10


				
Pacing. The latest adventure novel to feature protagonist Isaac Bell is titled, The Spy, and most readers are likely to enjoy this well-paced book as perfect summer reading. Fans of Cussler will find the usual elements: highly skilled heroic protagonist; something featuring technological innovation; and plot momentum that keeps the pages turning swiftly. The novel is set in 1908 and the spies represent the superpowers of that time trying to build their forces before the first world war. Bell and the Van Dorn Detective Agency encounter a formidable opponent in the spy who is trying to set back America’s naval advancement. Bell again survives lots of close calls that supply the adrenalin rush in this exciting novel.
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The Storm


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
8/27/12


				
Watery. I can’t believe that I read another Clive Cussler novel from the NUMA Files series. Kurt Austin and Joe Zavala narrowly escape death every hundred pages or so in The Storm, the latest in this series. The predicaments in which these characters find themselves become so implausible that readers like me laugh and cheer when they escape, as expected, from every peril. The formulaic structure of these novels provides readers with reliable entertainment featuring wicked villains with plots to control the Earth. In this novel, the villain wants to control the water temperature of the world’s oceans and auction off the weather outcomes to the nations with the highest bids for his services. For that last taste of summer escape reading, or on a Hurricane influenced flight delay, consider reading this outlandish novel.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/610Y460D3jL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Striker


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
10/25/13


				
Union. I had a new Clive Cussler experience while reading his latest Isaac Bell novel titled, The Striker. I found myself thinking that the pace was too slow. I’ve read enough Cussler novels to anticipate a very quick-moving plot, and in this novel, I realized the pace was pretty tepid. The young Bell, early in his detective career with the Van Dorn agency, faces a situation in which it appears that union activists have sabotaged a coal mining site. Things are not as they appear, and needless to say, young Bell gets to the bottom of things. Fans of the series are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel, especially the way in which it fills in the character with more backstory than had been previously revealed.
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The Thief


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
6/14/12


				
Acrobat. The formula for the Isaac Bell series by Clive Cussler is for the competent hero to overcome the treachery of a villain who is a worthy adversary. In The Thief, the villain is Christian Semmier, a talented German military leader who wants to steal technology to help his country in the run up to a likely war. His acrobatic skills provide much dramatic action in this novel. Readers who like to read quick and entertaining thrillers will find some entertainment here. It’s no spoiler to relate with satisfaction that the good guy wins in the end.
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The Tombs


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
11/8/12


				
Travels. Sam and Remi Fargo are back for another fast-paced adventure in Clive Cussler’s novel, The Tombs. They match their wits against an evil Russian businessman as they race to locate and uncover the hidden tomb of Attila the Hun. It’s no spoiler to say that the good guys win in the end. Along the way, their travels proceed quickly, and the action makes for very quick and entertaining reading. Fans of action novels with sharply drawn characters are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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The Wrecker


				
Cussler, Clive


				
***


				
12/10/09


				
Competence. There’s a certain comfort to the reliability that a reader can count on from any Clive Cussler novel: the hero is competent and will succeed by the end; the villain is evil and can be a worthy adversary; the action moves quickly and usually involves incredible feats by many characters. A new novel, The Wrecker, fits the formula well, and will entertain those readers who can overlook the doggedness of the formula. Protagonist Isaac Bell (reprised from the earlier novel, The Chase) is the son of a prominent New England banker who works as a private detective. In The Wrecker, Bell is hired by the head of the Southern Pacific Railroad following a number of events that destroyed rail lines and facilities. While readers know the identity of The Wrecker early on, it takes a while for Bell to put all the puzzle pieces together in a mad scramble across the country and back several times. Along the way, there’s murder, deception, engineering feats, and loads of competence. Cussler fans will want more novels featuring Isaac Bell. Readers looking for a few hours of entertainment and who have a willingness to overlook the clumsiness of a formula novel, are likely to enjoy The Wrecker.
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Trojan Odyssey


				
Cussler, Clive


				
**


				
Feb 04


				
Predictable. Heroes are good and win, villains are bad and lose. Familiar characters, formula and dialogue provide entertainment for Cussler fans.
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Typhoon Fury


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
3/9/18


				
Pills. All the formulaic elements of the Oregon Series of novels by Clive Cussler appear in the twelfth installment titled, Typhoon Fury. Juan Cabrillo and the crew of the Oregon perform heroic exploits against formidable adversaries, the cool technology works, and by the end of the novel, the good guys prevail, and the bad guys are defeated. Along the way, there’s a thrilling plot about powerful pills from World War II and the discovery of artwork from an infamous theft. Another reliable action novel for those readers who enjoy a familiar formula.
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Zero Hour


				
Cussler, Clive


				
****


				
8/27/13


				
Countdown. If the summer has passed you by without letting you savor sticky cotton candy or some fried food on a stick, it’s not too late to enjoy the reading equivalent from a novel like Zero Hour by Clive Cussler. This novel in the NUMA series follows the predictable and reliable formula: Kurt Austin comes close to death while outsmarting a villain. Fans will enjoy the wit and dialogue from a familiar cast of characters. As usual, Cussler weaves a good story, keeps the action lively through a countdown toward peril, and the bad guy loses in the end. The short amount of time I spent with this novel delivered a large dose of entertainment.
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Arctic Drift


				
Cussler, Clive and Dirk Cussler


				
***


				
12/21/08


				
Warming. Clive and Dirk Cussler’s latest collaboration, Arctic Drift, continues a formula for writing action novels that sell loads of copies. Through reprising a cast of characters that are reliable and predictable in their behavior, a familiarity develops for readers that provides for comfortable reading. In a cold snap of outside weather, reading Acrtic Drift gave me a good excuse to stay inside and warm. The Cusslers can and have done better. We have a nasty and un-nuanced villain. While I can live with the herculean competence and just-in-time heroism by Pitt and team (after all, that’s part of the successful formula), it’s more fun to have a worthy and more complicated adversary than the bad guys in this novel. The imagined belligerence of Canada made me laugh out loud. This is truly a Canada of the imagination, and nothing like our friendly neighbors to the north. Aside from those shortcomings, Arctic Drift provides reliable suspense and adventure reading, especially for those Cussler fans who are willing to accept less than the best from these writers.
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Poseidon’s Arrow


				
Cussler, Clive and Dirk Cussler


				
***


				
9/24/13


				
Acrobatics. Special comfort comes from reading a new episode in a fiction series featuring known and interesting characters. Poseidon’s Arrow by Clive and Dirk Cussler reprise protagonist Dirk Pitt and his trusty and talented sidekick Al Giordino for another thrilling adventure. Old and new submarines provide the backdrop for this novel, in which Dirk and Al engage in enough acrobatics and close calls to stretch a reader’s willing suspension of disbelief to the point of breaking. That, of course, is part of the comfort and fun of this series: the good guys perform heroic feats to defeat the bad guys. Readers who like adventure novels will read this one quickly. I finished it rolling my eyes and feeling slightly entertained.
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Treasure of Khan


				
Cussler, Clive and Dirk Cussler


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Corsair


				
Cussler, Clive and Jack Du Brul


				
***


				
4/25/09


				
Pirates. No writer does heroes with the flair that Cussler unapologetically delivers. In the ninth Oregon files novel, Corsair, Cussler (with co-author Jack Du Brul) presents protagonist and hero Juan Cabrillo as a ship’s captain who, like Stephen Decatur before him, challenges and defeats Barbary pirates. Cabrillo is cool, especially when under fire. Corsair is filled with tension, high energy, toys and tricks that provide jolly reading entertainment. The real-life exploits of Somali pirates add to the timeliness of Corsair.
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The business of software : what every manager, programmer, and entrepreneur must know to thrive and survive in good times and bad


				
Cusumano, Michael A.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Maid: A Novel of Joan of Arc


				
Cutter, Kimberly


				
***


				
7/25/12


				
Mystic. The story of Joan of Arc is a familiar one to all readers. For those who like historical fiction, a debut novel by Kimberly Cutter titled, The Maid, presents this remarkable character from many different perspectives. Cutter uses vivid imagery to take readers into the troubled mind and courageous life of a young woman. The mystical elements of Joan’s story, from feeling chosen by God to hearing voices, are presented with imagination and some perfectly chosen phrases. Readers who like historical fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Letters of a Portuguese Nun


				
Cyr, Myriam


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Brand Warfare: 10 Rules for Building the Killer Brand


				
D’Alessandro, David F.


				
***


				
08/01


				
Breezy personal anecdotes and clear and practical advice from a skilled practitioner of brand management.
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Loitering: New and Collected Essays


				
D’Ambrosio, Charles


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Dead Fish Museum


				
D’Ambrosio, Charles


				
***


				
July 06


				
Schadenfreude. Eight well-crafted short stories that present an eclectic mix of characters whose lives most readers won’t envy, and whose problems are often self-created.
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Mortal Sins: Sex, Crime, and the Era of Catholic Scandal


				
D’Antonio, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Letters to a Young Conservative


				
D’Souza, Dinesh


				
***


				
Jan 03


				
Compelling. D’Souza delivers an articulate case for conservatism in the form of letters from him to a college student. Whether you agree or disagree with D’Souza’s politics, his writing is fine and his case is compelling.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0465017339]


		

		
				
 


				
The Enemy At Home: The Cultural Left and Its Responsibility for 9/11


				
D’Souza, Dinesh


				
***


				
July 08


				
Values. A controversial point of view on how certain anti-family values, sexual promiscuity and aversion to religion has enflamed the enmity of America’s enemies.
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The Konkans


				
D’Souza, Tony


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Whiteman


				
D’Souza, Tony


				
**


				
June 06


				
Aimless. Entertaining debut novel about relief worker stuck in Ivory Coast village without the resources to do his job, trying to immerse himself in village life and relationships amid coups and war.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0151011451]


		

		
				
 


				
Bad Blood


				
Dahl, Arne


				
****


				
9/24/13


				
Serial. Arne Dahl’s second novel to feature Swedish Detective Paul Hjelm  is titled Bad Blood. In this book an American serial killer has come to Sweden, and it’s up to Hjelm and others to find him. I liked the way Dahl paces this novel in a measured way, allowing suspense and suspicion to grow. I liked the dialogue and the effective ways in which Dahl presented and developed interesting characters. Readers who like crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Misterioso


				
Dahl, Arne


				
***


				
10/27/11


				
Jazz. Sometimes when I read a novel translated from its original language, I wonder what I am missing from the original. I never once had that feeling when I read Arne Dahl’s novel, Misterioso. Plot takes prominence in this crime novel, as does character development. The title refers to a classic jazz piece by Thelonious Monk, and like music, this story needs no translation. The protagonist is a detective, Paul Hjelm, and Dahl develops his character in ways that engaged me throughout the novel. The slow pace of the novel and the gradual solution of the mystery was very satisfying; it always seemed just right.
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Run You Down


				
Dahl, Julia


				
****


				
4/13/16


				
Insular. The second mystery novel to feature protagonist and tabloid reporter Rebekah Roberts is titled, Run You Down. In this novel, Roberts enters the insular ultra-Orthodox community in Roseville, New York, where a man living there asks her to look into his wife’s death. While drawn into this community, Rebekah has to consider whether or not she wants her estranged mother in her life again. Dahl draws readers into an interesting cast of characters and into the complexities of their lives.
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A Genius for Money: Business, Art and the Morrisons


				
Dakers, Caroline


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Ethics for the New Millennium


				
Dalai Lama


				
****


				
11/99


				
Recommend this book highly. One of the best books we’ve read all year.
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Vox


				
Dalcher, Christina


				
****


				
9/24/18


				
Misogyny. Fans of dystopian fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy the debut novel by Christine Dalcher titled, Vox. The President of the United States has been elected to implement the agenda of a charismatic fundamentalist religious leader that has a few key principles of misogyny: a woman’s place is in the home and she must be subordinate to her husband who makes all decisions for the family. Step by step over the course of a year, a program to silence women changes society. Dalcher engages readers in the plot through a terrific protagonist, Dr. Jean McClellan, and with speculation on how this situation happened. A frequent conclusion reached comes from Edmund Burke: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” While lots of good people ignored the developing threats, some resisted. While Jean was surprised by the resistance, another character made it plain: there’s always a resistance.
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Principles: Life and Work


				
Dalio, Ray


				
****


				
6/9/18


				
Discipline. Living and working in a disciplined and methodical way has worked for Bridgewater founder Ray Dalio, so he is giving back by writing a book titled, Principles: Life and Work, about how he’s done it. Dalio starts by telling us his life story, continues by describing the principles by which he led Bridgewater, and wraps up with tools that a reader can use to develop one’s own principles and practices. I thought I was pretty organized and disciplined until I read this book. I even remember developing a list of principles during a time when I was managing lots of people. Dalio is a black belt especially when it comes to leading an idea meritocracy. Radical transparency has lots of consequences, and somehow or other, Dalio became comfortable with that and attracted others who thrived in that environment.
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Nixon and Kissinger: Partners in Power


				
Dallek, Robert


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0060722304]


		

		
				
 


				
Heaven Lake 


				
Dalton, John


				
**


				
Oct 04


				
Discovery. 450 pages unveil how young Midwestern missionary loses his innocence while in Taiwan and China and discovers, “It’s a grayer, more complicated world than I ever imagined.”
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The Inverted Forest


				
Dalton, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Just What Kind of Mother Are You?


				
Daly, Paula


				
****


				
9/15/14


				
Distractions. I prejudged Paula Daly’s debut novel, Just What Kind of Mother Are You?, and let it sit on my bookshelf unread for almost a year. I assumed it was targeted to women and I thought it would have little interest for me. I sat down and read it this week, and I was surprised and delighted. I wish I had read it sooner. Daly presents protagonist Lisa Kallisto as an overworked, distracted and frazzled mom. The plot surrounds a missing girl, a friend of Lisa’s daughter. Lisa feels responsible and guilty that because of her many distractions, she didn’t do what she could have done to prevent the assumed abduction of the girl. Daly captured the lives of busy parents, and then layers on issues of class and wealth. The novel explores the nature of relationships and manipulation, and reveals that things are not always what they seem when we observe the lives of others. This short novel was a delight to read, and I recommend it to any reader, especially to parents.
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The Good Rich and What They Cost Us


				
Dalzell, Jr., Robert F.


				
Unread


				
 


				
I stalled somewhere in Chapter 3. Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Inheritance


				
Danford, Natalie


				
***


				
June 07


				
Unraveling. Fine debut novel full of descriptive language and engaging characters alternates between past and present as a daughter unravels her father’s secrets after his death, and decides what they mean for her.
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Faith and Politics


				
Danforth, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Rogue River Journal


				
Daniel, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Only Revolutions


				
Danielewski, Mark Z.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Correspondence


				
Daniels, J. D.


				
***


				
4/3/18


				
Stress. I’ve always felt that our true selves are revealed to all when we are under stress. Using the structure of six letters in his book titled, The Correspondence, J.D. Daniels, reveals the inner life of interesting characters whose lives are under some form of stress. Daniels’ prose is also under stress: a careful constraint of choosing the perfect words to build good sentences, to compose a well-crafted letter, six times over. There’s skilled craft on display in this book for those readers who appreciate fine writing.
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Sweetbitter


				
Danler, Stephanie


				
**


				
8/26/16


				
Spoiled. Have you ever had high expectations about a meal, and while eating, kept building the impression that those expectations would not be met? That’s how I felt while reading Stephanie Danler’s debut novel, Sweetbitter, set mostly in a New York City high end restaurant. I read some reviews that raised my expectations, but as I read, I found the prose over-seasoned, the characters under-baked, and the action usually unappealing. On one level this is a coming of age story, involving naiveté and the chance to make many mistakes with drugs, drinking and sex. I just never cared enough about the protagonist to enjoy her experiences. Life is often sweet and bitter, but in this novel I kept thinking it was just all spoiled.
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1215: The Year of Magna Carta


				
Danziger, Danny


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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The Meursault Investigation


				
Daoud, Kamel


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Landslide: LBJ and Ronald Reagan at the Dawn of a New America


				
Darman, Jonathan


				
***


				
1/16/15


				
Thousand. Jonathan Darman revisits the thousand days following the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and tracks Lyndon Johnson and Ronald Reagan during that time in his book titled, Landslide: LBJ and Ronald Reagan at the Dawn of a New America. Both presidents have legacies packed with positive and negative consequences for American life, and one legacy for both involves the myths about them that permeate today’s Democratic and Republican parties. Darman busts some of those myths with his reporting. Darman offers insight into these two dominant personalities, and tells their stories in ways that draw readers into their lives and times. Any reader interested in politics, especially in the last half of the twentieth century, will likely enjoy this book.  
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Universal Harvester


				
Darnielle, John


				
****


				
3/2/17


				
Loss. I never got comfortable while reading John Darnielle’s novel titled, Universal Harvester, and maybe that was the point. Rural Iowa seemed at first an unlikely place for a mood of menace and foreboding. But in every place there is loss to experience, there is grief, there is some form of menace. I remained uncomfortable as Darnielle changed story lines, moved backward and forward in time, and maintained a mood of loss and of being left behind. Darnielle uses the importance of image as key to the novel. From altered VCR tapes, viewers and readers can see for themselves as Darnielle puts it, “…people and places and things that might otherwise go unnoticed.” The images bear witness for those who weren’t left behind. From the title through the conclusion, I felt part of meditation on mortality, and I felt the lingering presence of death of some form or another, always ready to bring in the crops, present company included.
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Wolf in White Van


				
Darnielle, John


				
****


				
12/27/14


				
Creativity. I started reading songwriter John Darnielle’s novel, Wolf in White Van, with low expectations. After a dozen or so pages, I was hooked. Darnielle explores themes of isolation and creativity, and the ways in which fantasy can reward and punish. The power of imagination is such a force in life, and Darnielle presents a protagonist whose vivid imagination may well have saved his life. Readers who can become comfortable with an unusual novel are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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Almost a Family: A Memoir


				
Darnton, John


				
****


				
6/7/12


				
Times. If you are considering reading a memoir this year, you can’t go wrong if you choose John Darnton’s Almost a Family. Darnton’s writing is superb: clear, interesting and engaging. Darnton’s decades of experience as an award-winning writer at The New York Times inform every chapter of this book. After his retirement, Darnton began to explore the life of his father, Byron Darnton, a New York Times war correspondent, who was killed by friendly fire in the Pacific in 1942, when John was a toddler. Darnton tells the story of his own life and what he uncovers about the character, personality and professionalism of his late father. Readers who like finely written nonfiction and who prefer reading about real people are those most likely to enjoy this memoir.
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Black and White and Dead All Over


				
Darnton, John


				
***


				
Nov 08


				
Lede. Playful and satirical mystery novel contains as many plot lines as a newspaper has sections. Some very obvious personalities at The New York Times are evident even to the dullest reader.
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The Mathematics of Love


				
Darwin, Emma


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The First Family: Terror, Extortion, Revenge, Murder, and the Birth of the American Mafia


				
Dash, Mike


				
***


				
7/2/09


				
Roots. Mike Dash’s history of the origins of the American Mafia is titled, The First Family: Terror, Extortion, Revenge, Murder, and the Birth of the American Mafia. While the narrative reads like a lively thriller, the almost forty pages of notes disclose the sources of Dash’s tales, and led me to the conclusion that this book has been researched thoroughly and presents a reliable record of actual events. Set at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, The First Family describes the lives and criminal activity of a large cast of characters, led by the colorful Giuseppe Morello, whom Dash presents as the first boss of the New York mafia. Morello was known as “the clutch hand,” because of a deformed arm. His hand reached into the pockets of many, and killed with abandon. Dash offers the best of good history: a compelling story, backed by facts, and presented in ways that bring the dimensions of characters to life. For any reader interested in this time period, or in crime and the mafia, The First Family provides hours of reading pleasure.
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The Quality of Life Report


				
Daum, Meghan


				
*


				
Sep 03


				
Addicted. Debut novel pokes fun at NYC self centeredness and Midwestern political correctness as protagonist leaves NYC seeking an improved quality of life, but finding cycles of addiction and recovery.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0670032131]


		

		
				
 


				
The Unspeakable: And Other Subjects of Discussion


				
Daum, Meghan


				
*****


				
1/16/15


				
Personal. Readers who love finely written essays will find lots of them in the collection from Meghan Daum titled, The Unspeakable: And Other Subjects of Discussion. The opening essay, Matricide, captures the personal voice that Daum brings to each essay: a disclosure that couldn’t care less about the judgment of others about her behavior. Some essays are deadly serious and others are hilarious. Each is well-written and contains at least a kernel or two of wisdom.
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First Aid


				
Davey, Janet


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Gargoyle


				
Davidson, Andrew


				
***


				
Oct 08


				
Heart. Ambitious and finely written debut novel weaves a modern story with a medieval one. Superb storytelling and character development.
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Cowboy


				
Davidson, Sara


				
***


				
 


				
A well-told love story. Davidson hooks you early on, and each page is a pleasure.  Recommended.
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The Fortunes


				
Davies, Peter Ho


				
****


				
3/2/17


				
Pearl. Some novels offer readers the opportunity to understand lives different from our own and gain insight into our human condition as a result. Peter Ho Davies offers four lives for our consideration in his novel titled, The Fortunes. Some of the characters are based on real historical figures. I found each of the four figures to be interesting, but concluded that the section titled, Pearl, was my favorite. Davies’ prose is finely written, and his insight into the ways in which we fit in and the ways in which we are “the other” provided some resonant themes with our contemporary political rhetoric.
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The Welch Girl


				
Davies, Peter Ho


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The New Culture of Desire: 5 Radical Strategies That Will Change Your Business and Your Life


				
Davis, Melinda


				
*


				
Feb 03


				
Oh O. Thanks to something called The Human Desire Project, we know way too much about what people want and the lengths to which they’ll go to get it. Some desires should be sublimated.
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E2: Using the Power of Ethics and Etiquette in American Business


				
Davis, Phyllis


				
*


				
Sep 03


				
Right Shoulder. More etiquette than ethics, and few business leaders want to read about etiquette. Agreed with her name tag advice (right shoulder). Read our excerpt on business meetings before taking on the whole book.
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Blur: The Speed of Change in the Connected Economy


				
Davis, Stan and Meyer, Christopher


				
Unread


				
 


				
This book came highly recommended in 1998 but we were changing too fast to slow down and read it. Still haven’t. Maybe things have changed and it’s out of date. Somebody read it and let me know.
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Putin's Kleptocracy: Who Owns Russia?


				
Dawisha, Karen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The God Delusion


				
Dawkins, Richard


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2007
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Paradise City


				
Day, Elizabeth


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Religion for Atheists: A Non-believer's Guide to the Uses of Religion


				
De Botton, Alain


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Pleasures and Sorrows of Work


				
De Botton, Alain


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Firestorm: Allied Airpower and the Destruction of Dresden


				
De Bruhl, Marshall


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The House I Loved


				
de Rosnay, Tatiana


				
Unread


				
 


				
The prose became annoying to by page 11, so I stopped reading. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Paris Enigma


				
De Santis, Pablo


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. Gave up on page 17.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss


				
de Waal, Edmund


				
****


				
3/19/12


				
Inheritance. Most families have stories about the lives of our ancestors. Fortunate families have some objects that were acquired by those ancestors that connect us to the past as a part of our inheritance. Edmund de Wall is a ceramicist who inherited 264 netsuke from a favorite uncle. One of the netsuke, small intricately carved objects from Japan, provided the title of his family memoir, The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family’s Century of Art and Loss. This finely written book tells of the Ephrussis family, wealthy grain traders and bankers from Russia whose wealth grew in the 20th century as they migrated to Paris and Vienna. Their wealth and some of their lives were destroyed by the Nazis. A family servant hid the netsuke from the Nazis, and they became the only objects that were passed along to the survivors of that tragic time. I was absorbed by this book from beginning to end and recommend it highly to any reader who enjoys how good writing can bring the past to life.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51xwRiaS87L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
A Place of Confinement


				
Dean, Anna


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Conservatives Without Conscience


				
Dean, John W.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Warren G. Harding


				
Dean, John W.


				
***


				
July 04


				
Gamaliel. Nixon White House counsel writes volume in American Presidents’ series on the man often rated as the worst. Dean describes someone who worked himself to death, and who was deceived by appointees.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0805069569]


		

		
				
 


				
Worse Than Watergate


				
Dean, John W.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Sleeping Doll


				
Deaver, Jeffery


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Why Geography Matters


				
DeBlij, Harm J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Architecture of Happiness


				
DeBotton, Alain


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Rumsfeld: The Making of An Artful Warrior


				
Decter, Midge


				
***


				
Feb 04


				
Lovesong. Flattering portrait of current Secretary of Defense, long on his public service, and short on his business career. Look elsewhere for more critical or balanced portrayal, but come away from this book convinced that Rummy is a great guy.
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A Thousand Pardons


				
Dee, Jonathan


				
*****


				
3/25/13


				
Absolution. Literary novels can provide readers with deep insight about human nature through how ordinary people deal with life’s common challenges. Helen Armstead, the protagonist of Jonathan Dee’s novel, A Thousand Pardons, faces the reality of her family situation. Her husband, Ben, has exercised poor judgment in his life as a lawyer, and their marriage seems doomed. Helen moves out with their adolescent daughter, Sara, and she finds a way to support them. Helen learns that she has skill in advising others about confessing to their missteps, and finds rewarding employment in the public relations specialty of crisis management. Dee allows the themes of forgiveness and absolution to weave through this story in ways that I found interesting and engaging. Dee’s writing is finely crafted, and this short novel packs a wallop in just over 200 pages.
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The Locals


				
Dee, Jonathan


				
****


				
9/6/17


				
Power. Sometimes a novelist will just hold a mirror to the way we live now, and on the pages of a book we can see our lives play out. Jonathan Dee’s novel, The Locals, describes post-9/11 life in a small New England town. The power dynamics in the town of Howland, Massachusetts shift after a wealthy New Yorker moves to his summer home in the Berkshires after 9/11 and becomes First Selectman of Howland. He begins to lower taxes for the property owners of the town through paying for services out of his own pocket. Dee describes the cycle of boom to bust, and the foibles of our self-interest turning into selfishness and social unrest.
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The Privileges


				
Dee, Jonathan


				
***


				
3/22/10


				
Detached. There’s a moral vacuum in the lives of the protagonists of Jonathan Dee’s new novel, The Privileges, the Morey family. Having acquired great wealth, some of which was gained illegally, Adam Morey has grown in wealth over the course of the novel, but not in conscience or character. Despite philanthropy, Cynthia Morey seems to live an unexamined life that comes across as empty and ordinary when money is stripped away. The children have received everything they want, leading them nowhere. Each of the Moreys has an expectation of entitlement that detaches them from the experience of living in relationships with close friends. For those who wonder why a lot of money is never enough for some, here’s a great quote, “Success was a fortress at which fear constantly ate away.” The unsatisfying lives of the Moreys provides some entertainment, but little insight for readers looking to novels for deeper understanding about life.
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Write It When I’m Gone


				
DeFrank, Thomas


				
Unread
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How Paris Became Paris: The Invention of the Modern City


				
DeJean, Joan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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A Rage for Glory: The Life of Commodore Stephen Decatur, USN


				
DeKay, James T.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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Ireland: A Novel


				
Delaney, Frank


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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The Last Storyteller


				
Delaney, Frank


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Tipperary: A Novel


				
Delaney, Frank


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Grand. Historical novel set at the beginning of the 20th century uses multiple narrators, past and contemporary, to present stories of love, of people, freedom, land and buildings, during a volatile era.
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No Retreat, No Surrender


				
Delay, Tom


				
Unread
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College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be


				
Delbanco, Andrew


				
***


				
6/15/12


				
Choices. Perhaps it is the quality of my own liberal arts education that made a receptive audience for Andrew Delbanco’s book, College: What it Was, Is, and Should Be. This Columbia University award-winning professor explains the origins of higher education in the United States from the time of the Puritans onward. He lucidly describes the current high costs, unprepared students, and lack of attention to classroom teaching by great teachers who are directed toward research and away from the classroom. He offers ideas on how we can choose to change from the current state to one in which students are better served. Any reader interested in higher education should consider reading this book.  
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Ask Me Anything


				
Delbanco, Francesca


				
**


				
June 04


				
Dear. Debut novel describes advice columnist’s coming of age in NYC. Readers of chick lit will especially enjoy this for erratic moments of fine writing.
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Falling Man


				
DeLillo, Don


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Point Omega


				
DeLillo, Don


				
***


				
3/5/10


				
Focus. After finishing Don DeLillo’s novel, Point Omega, I closed the book and had two immediate reactions: “huh?” and “wow.” Protagonist Richard Elster is in the California desert reflecting on his life and the role he played in helping plan the invasion of Iraq in 2003. With a funnel-like focus, DeLillo deconstructs Elster’s troubling questions. The title refers to Pierre Teilhard de Chardin’s notion that humans are evolving a consciousness that is moving toward a point of exhaustion that could lead to paroxysm or to the sublime. Readers will choose for ourselves one or the other by the end of Point Omega. I find that I keep thinking about the art exhibit DeLillo uses in the novel, the 24 hour Psycho, in which the Hitchcock movie is played at a slow speed to cover a full 24 day. In that way, one’s focus moves to elements not observed at the regular rate. The focus that DeLillo demands will reward some readers and frustrate others.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51l6PtxVC-L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Angel Esmeralda: Nine Stories


				
DeLillo, Don


				
***


				
11/22/11


				
Unease. Don DeLillo’s novels have received raves from readers over four decades. His debut short story collection covers that time period, and is titled, The Angel Esmeralda: Nine Stories. I can’t recall reading any of these stories before. In each one, I discovered the same precise writing from DeLillo’s novels, and the way in which he holds a mirror to readers about our unease and discomfort with what’s happening around us. The difference between these stories and his longer fiction is that I had the sense that every single word in his stories was carefully chosen, and that nothing extra was needed. He leads readers to see what he sees in American life, and presents connections between his characters and readers that are unmistakable.
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Zero K


				
DeLillo, Don


				
*****


				
6/17/16


				
Mannequins. What good is having money if you can’t buy your way out of disease and death? In his novel titled, Zero K, Don DeLillo invites readers to enjoy his musings about life, death and identity. Jeffrey Lockhart narrates the surreal and uncomfortable situation in which he finds himself. His billionaire father, Ross, has supported a cryogenic facility. Ross’ young wife, Artis, is in poor health, and she has chosen to have her body preserved for some future time when she might be healed. Ross invites Jeffrey to come to the facility for Artis’ farewell. Through Jeffrey’s eyes we see the things that we do for love, and how the cryogenic process has turned humans into what appear to be mannequins. All this calls into question what identity is, and what life and death are for. There’s satire here, humor for those who see it, and deep questions about technology and humanity. Consider taking a summer vacation into Don DeLillo’s world and discover the ways in which it is the same and different from yours.
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The Balcony


				
Delury, Jane


				
****


				
5/3/18


				
Place. The debut novel by Jane Delury titled, The Balcony, keeps a place constant and tells us the stories of some of the people associated with that place over time. The opening vignette grabbed my attention and interest. While I became a bit less focused for some of the middle chapters, the final chapter closed the book with one of the best chapters. The variety of different people Delury presents and their struggles and advantages are all interesting and suited perfectly to the place and to the time period in which they lived.
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Slack: Getting Past Burnout, Busywork and the Myth of Total Efficiency


				
DeMarco, Tom


				
***


				
Jun 02


				
Diatribe against those who overdo efficiency and proposal for understanding the value of slack.
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The Storm


				
DeMoor, Margriet


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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American Sucker


				
Denby, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Lit Up


				
Denby, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Snark


				
Denby, David


				
**


				
4/25/09


				
Better. It’s been decades since I needed to draw on reserves of patience to get through a 144-page book. It took all the patience I had to finish reading David Denby’s brief book, Snark. Denby writes film criticism for The New Yorker, and in Snark, he uses clever writing to try to define and crush what he sees as increasing tendency from many quarters to turn wit, vituperation and invective into a form of verbal abuse that he views as witless and uncivilized, called snark. He tries to use examples of wit that works and snark that doesn’t, and verbal cruelty that succeeds, and verbal abuse that falls flat. We can be nasty in better ways, according to Denby. If you care, give Snark a try.  
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Here Comes the Sun


				
Dennis-Benn, Nicole


				
****


				
12/20/16


				
Jamaica. Nicole Dennis-Benn’s debut novel is titled, Here Comes the Sun. Set in Jamaica, the novel explores the longing for power and independence, the fulfillment of dreams by a cast of women whose lives are undergoing profound personal change. Each character is drawn with precision. Some characters are complex and fully formed; others seemed to be created as foils for the interaction needed to reveal other characters. Readers can feel the depth of greed and longing on many pages. There is sadness that permeates many parts of the novel and burdens that are borne by many characters right up to their limits. Readers interested in a new literary voice are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Satisfaction: How Every Great Company Listens to the Voice of the Customer


				
Denove, Chris and James D. Power


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1591841097]


		

		
				
 


				
Wave


				
Deraniyagala, Sonali


				
****


				
1/13/14


				
Absence. The four of them were together at one moment, then three of them were gone. Sonali Deraniyagala and her husband, Steve, were on vacation with their two sons at an oceanside hotel in Sri Lanka on December 26, 2004, when a trunami hit. Sonali survived. In her book, Wave, she expresses what happened on that tragic day, and mostly how her grief unfolded over weeks, months and years. In some ways, she filled the absence of their loss by bringing them back to life on these pages. Her writing could have become melancholy, but she never crosses that line. This is fine writing that grabbed my attention from the first page, and I wanted to stay with her to do whatever I could as a reader to ease her pain, perhaps just by thinking about her and her lost loved ones.
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Excellent Sheep: The Miseducation of the American Elite and the Way to a Meaningful Life


				
Deresiewicz, William


				
*****


				
10/29/14


				
Lost. Every few pages or so I found myself offering a fist bump to author William Deresiewicz as I agreed wholeheartedly with so much of what he has to say in his book titled, Excellent Sheep: The Miseducation of the American Elite and the Way to a Meaningful Life. Deresiewicz observed his elite students at Yale arriving with great ambition and a long list of achievements, and leaving with good grades but adrift when trying to figure out the purpose of their lives, and ill equipped to think critically and creatively. This book can be seen as a manifesto for the benefits of a liberal education, especially for our best and brightest students.
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Damage Control


				
Dermont, Amber


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Starboard Sea


				
Dermont, Amber


				
***


				
4/10/12


				
Truth. Amber Dermont’s debut novel, The Starboard Sea, takes the 99% into a slice of the lives of the 1%. Set at a co-ed prep school for the outcasts of other prep schools, Dermont draws a picture of the loneliness and alienation of the rich children of busy parents. Their coming of age can be hampered rather than enhanced by privilege. Their search for the right path in life can be elusive. Demont’s writing is lyrical, the story engrossing, and the sailing exciting. Readers willing to give a debut novelist a try are likely to enjoy this novel, as will those who attended prep school, are wealthy, or who love sailing.  
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The Inheritance of Loss


				
Desai, Kiran


				
***


				
Jan 07


				
Contrasts. Well written tale of the inherited expectations of two characters, one living with a remote grandfather near the Himalayas during the Nepalese independence movement of the 1980s, and the other struggling to work in Manhattan. Won the Man Booker prize.
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Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City


				
Desmond, Matthew


				
*****


				
3/24/16


				
Instability. Matthew Desmond lived among the poor in Milwaukee as an ethnographer during 2008 and 2009. His book, Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, presents his observations about families and landlords from that time. By presenting the stories about people and their struggles, his puts a face on poverty that most readers will find disturbing. The frequency of eviction leads to great instability, and the cycle seems unrelenting. Desmond’s writing is powerful, and he draws readers into the decisions made by people in a context of multiple bad alternatives. Desmond also presents the perspective of landlords in a nonjudgmental way. Any reader with compassion for the poor or with an interest un public policy must read this book.
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The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails Everywhere Else


				
deSoto, Hernando


				
***


				
05/01


				
This book will change your perceptions about the Third World and the assets held there.
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A Travel Guide to Heaven


				
DeStefano, Anthony


				
***


				
Dec 03


				
Cute. Upbeat and comforting view of life in heaven, especially for those who have recently lost loved ones. Even included our image: “… reading a really good book by the fireside with a hot cup of tea nearby…”
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Out of Character: Surprising Truths About the Liar, Cheat, Sinner (and Saint) Lurking in All of Us


				
DeSteno, David and Piercarlo Valdesolo


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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Often Wrong, Never in Doubt


				
Deutsch, Donny


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Entertaining. Host of CNBC’s The Big Idea produces book as an ad for the Donny brand, full of confidence and certainty, as the title suggests, with a high energy level, providing enjoyable entertainment to readers.
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The White Road: Journey into an Obsession


				
deWaal, Edmund


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Exiles Return


				
deWaal, Elisabeth


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Some Trick


				
DeWitt, Helen


				
****


				
11/6/18


				
Wit. I have advice on how to approach reading the thirteen short stories in a collection by Helen DeWitt titled, Some Trick. I suggest you surrender yourself to her wit and follow wherever she takes you. Stop trying to connect how she went from the last paragraph to the next one. Enjoy her wit and insight and let her take you along for an enjoyable ride in each of these stories. She will introduce you to interesting people and you will come away with a fresh and positive view of human nature. Readers who enjoy intelligent writing will find lots of that in these stories.
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Undermajordomo Minor


				
deWitt, Patrick


				
****


				
11/6/15


				
Quirky. A young man coming of age leaves his small town on a search for adventure, love, and to find his place in the world. Thousands of novels fit that description, but none quite as engaging or quirky as Undermajordomo Minor by Patrick deWitt. Protagonist Lucien (Lucy) Minor, leaves his home in the village of Bury to work at the castle of Baron Von Aux for the majordomo there, hence becoming undermajordomo Minor. Lucy leads a cast of characters who are funny and interesting. deWitt’s prose smoothly leads readers from a hilarious situation to something dark and imaginative and back again to action that will lead to laughter. Readers who want to be entertained by a novel with a familiar premise and a quirky narrative are those most likely to enjoy reading this finely written book.
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Paper Trails


				
Dexter, Pete


				
***


				
Apr 07


				
Characters. Collection of 82 of Dexter’s newspaper columns, packed with masterful writing, especially with the efficient way in which he presents the character and personality of the people he describes.
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Spooner


				
Dexter, Pete


				
****


				
8/18/09


				
Phrases. Pete Dexter’s latest novel, Spooner, has been worth the long wait, and provided me with a reminder of why I like Dexter’s writing so much. His characters are deeply developed, and full of the quirks and odd behaviors that bring them to life. Protagonist Spooner and his father, Calmer, are especially rich in their depth, but the full ensemble provide a range of behavior and breadth of personalities that brought me plenty of reading pleasure. Dexter’s approach to narrative moves forward and backward, with a focus on either Spooner or Calmer. Consistently, the narrative encourages the reader to become immersed in their situation and their challenges. Dexter’s finest quality is his language: each sentence has been carefully constructed, and phrases are worth reading more than once as a way to savor Dexter’s talent. I laughed often while reading Spooner, and also found myself reflecting on family relationships and the compromises and misunderstandings that can form our choices and lead us through life’s adventures.
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Train


				
Dexter, Pete


				
****


				
Dec 03


				
Raw. Superb writing about dimensions of pain and the struggles of relationships. Sparse writing style keeps readers happily glued to every page.
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Abundance: The Future Is Better Than You Think


				
Diamandis, Peter H. and Steven Kotler


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Day After Night


				
Diamant, Anita


				
***


				
10/14/09


				
Rescue. Anita Diamant’s novel, Day After Night, presents four young women who come together in 1945 when they arrive at Atlit, a British internment camp in Palestine. As illegal immigrants who found passage away from the scars of their wartime lives in Europe, these four women display dimensions of ongoing shock, both from their recent experiences, and in arriving at a place of incarceration when they expected to start new lives. Each woman finds rescue, of one sort or another, as Diamant takes readers behind the barbed wire of Atlit, and into the personal stories of these women. Thanks to Diamant’s fine writing, I felt as if I were in Atlit with those women, and I came to understand their fears and hopes.
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Good Harbor


				
Diamant, Anita


				
****


				
11/01


				
Diamant presents the depth of emotion within many characters, and explores how family members and friends protect each other when dealing with grief and loss.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0743225325]


		

		
				
 


				
The Boston Girl


				
Diamant, Anita


				
****


				
2/24/15


				
Warmth. Readers can feel the warmth of housebound Bostonians in this winter of great snowfall when reading a novel by Anita Diamant titled, The Boston Girl. Protagonist and narrator Addie Baum tells the story of her life to her granddaughter. Spanning most of the twentieth century, Addie’s life has been packed with experience that will delight most readers. I enjoyed the time spent listening to an entertaining account of an interesting life during tumultuous times.
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Collapse: How Societies Choose To Fail or Succeed 


				
Diamond, Jared


				
***


				
Mar 05


				
Provocative. Companion work to Guns, Germs and Steel, that explores factors that caused some great civilizations to fail, and what this means for contemporary society.
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The World Until Yesterday: What Can We Learn from Traditional Societies?


				
Diamond, Jared


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51vXLmSZR4L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
In the Distance


				
Diaz, Hernan


				
*****


				
6/9/18


				
Journey. I added Hernan Diaz’ debut novel titled, In the Distance, to my reading queue after it was nominated as a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. While emigrating from Sweden to the United States with his older brother, protagonist Håkan becomes separated and throughout the novel tries to reunite with that brother. Instead of landing in New York, Håkan debarks in San Francisco, and begins a meandering journey mostly east to try to find his brother. Diaz presents terrific character development in Håkan, and delves deeply into grief, loss and loneliness as he takes readers on this fascinating journey with a great character. The prose is finely written, and most readers who enjoy literary fiction will appreciate this novel.
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The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao


				
Diaz, Junot


				
***


				
May 08


				
Family. Finely written debut novel features nerdy Oscar de Leon and his family in the USA and the Dominican Republic, including their troubles under the regime of President Rafael Leónidas Trujillo.  
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This Is How You Lose Her


				
Diaz, Junot


				
****


				
1/10/13


				
Voice. Junot Diaz reprises his well-developed character, Yunior, in nine short stories collected under the title of one, This Is How You Lose Her. Diaz knows how to riff about love: passion, heartbreak, mistakes, falling head over heels. Yunior’s longing for love and his ease for losing what he most desires, made me laugh and wince. Diaz does an outstanding job of presenting well fleshed out characters quickly, and using imagery and dialogue to allow readers to enter into their world. You may not like Yunior, but you will understand him. You will also understand the parade of women he loves and loses. I paced myself by reading one story at a time. That gave me time to reflect and to savor the treat of Diaz’ fine writing. Readers who love crisp writing with a distinct voice should take a look at this well-written collection of stories.
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End Games


				
Dibdin, Michael


				
***


				
Oct 07


				
Finale. Finely written final episode in the Aurelio Zen mystery series by author who died in March 2007. Set in Calabria, Italy.
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Upon the Dull Earth


				
Dick, Philip K.


				
Unread


				
 


				
I read a few stories from this collection and liked them. I decided not to read all of them so I placed this third volume of his collected stories on the Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The End of Blackness: Returning the Souls of Black Folk to Their Rightful Owners


				
Dickerson, Debra


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Whistlestop: My Favorite Stories from Presidential Campaign History


				
Dickerson, John


				
*****


				
9/23/16


				
Stories. I’ve listened to John Dickerson’s Whistlestop podcasts that led to his book titled, Whistlestop: My Favorite Stories from Presidential Campaign History. Even in print, I can hear his voice and the excitement he exudes when telling a fascinating political story. Any reader interested in American politics will enjoy the stories that Dickerson presents in this book. This book offers an interesting perspective: today’s lens applied to past politics. I found this book to be an engaging and entertaining way of feeding my political needs during a year when the current presidential campaign makes me want to turn the other way.
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Strangers Tend to Tell Me Things


				
Dickinson, Amy


				
****


				
4/19/17


				
Relatable. Life is messy. Stuff happens. Memoirs can cover the gamut from the exciting lives of celebrities to the ordinary lives of nobodies, and the dysfunctional families that bind them together. Amy Dickenson’s latest memoir titled, Strangers Tend to Tell Me Things, will be relatable to any reader. That’s not necessarily because her life and ours are a match. I know there is almost nothing she and I have in common when it comes to things like big city versus small town upbringing; intact nuclear families versus single parent environments; or getting married later in life to someone with children. Instead, whether aspects of our lives are similar or different from Amy’s, we recognize her as a real person who has dealt with what life has thrown her in an authentic and genuine way. This memoir tells the story of her return to the place that is home. Each of us finds home somewhere, and this memoir will help every reader think about what home means for us.
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The Mighty Queens of Freeville: A Mother, a Daughter, and the Town That Raised Them


				
Dickinson, Amy


				
***


				
3/20/09


				
Humility. Memoirs tend to hit one extreme or another. Either the writer presents an idyllic life or one packed with unbearable troubles. Amy Dickinson tells her story with a lightness of touch that makes it all the more touching and real. She conveys her childhood without demonizing the father who abandoned his family. She presents the ways in which she raised her daughter as a single parent without railing against her ex-husband. Her success is presented as a matter of chance rather than skill, ambition and hard work. In all respects, she presents a humble personality, buoyed by a closely knit family, comprised of strong women, in a small town. These women carry on conversations that have no beginning and no end: they are always in motion. After one aunt dies in her eighties, her sister commented that she wished she knew her better. This is after spending every day of their lives in contact. Dickinson’s wit and fine writing will bring pleasure to many readers.
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Blue Nights


				
Didion, Joan


				
***


				
11/14/11


				
Disconnected. How can one speak about what life is like following the death of a spouse and a child within a short span of time? Joan Didion finds a way to do that in her new book, Blue Nights. Whatever form of grief a reader has experienced will become raw again as one reads this book. Even Didion’s writing seems lost and disjointed at times as she describes her experience. One poignant scene was of Didion filling out her own medical form and struggling with the selection of who to notify in case of emergency. The two people closest to her are dead, and she feels lost.
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The Year of Magical Thinking


				
Didion, Joan


				
****


				
June 06


				
Grief. Outstanding, emotionally raw and powerful writing in the form of a memoir of the year following the death of Didion’s husband, John Gregory Dunne. Also a memoir of grief itself, and a tribute to him and to their marriage.
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Napoleon’s Pyramids


				
Dietrich, William


				
****


				
June 07


				
Adventure. Packed with historical accuracy of Napoleon’s campaign to Egypt, this is a fine historical novel packed with action and entertaining adventure, not meant to be taken so seriously as to be boring.
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For the Time Being


				
Dillard, Annie


				
***


				
 


				
Dillard gently weaves philosophical threads throughout this book. If you need some introspective time, give this book a try.
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The Abundance


				
Dillard, Annie


				
*****


				
4/13/16


				
Variety. There’s a new collection of essays by Annie Dillard titled, The Abundance.  While reading these essays, I felt as if I had reconnected with an old friend, and remembered how acute her observations can be, how deep her insights and how beautiful her sentences. When I finished reading the collection, I felt refreshed by the variety of her essays. I found freshness even from those essays I’ve read before. Fans of Annie Dillard and cogent essays are those readers most likely to enjoy reading this collection.
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The Maytrees


				
Dillard, Annie


				
****


				
Aug 07


				
Abiding. Can love last? Fine novelist presents decades of relationships, full of love and longing, closeness and distance. Poetic language and lingering imagery provide much reading pleasure.
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May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones


				
Dimbleby, Josceline


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Dependents


				
Dion, Katharine


				
****


				
8/27/18


				
End. It’s rare for a debut novel by a young writer to be able to capture the quality of reflections toward the end of a long life. In her novel titled, The Dependents, Katherine Dion describes the ways in which protagonist Gene learns what life is all about after many years of marriage. Following the sudden death of his wife, Maida, Gene tries to focus on happy memories, but friends and his daughter, Dary, help him understand all that he didn’t know about himself, Maida and Dary. The prose is finely written and should appeal to those readers who enjoy literary fiction.
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Our Divided Political Heart: The Battle for the American Idea in an Age of Discontent


				
Dionne, E.J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Stand up, fight back : Republican toughs, Democratic wimps, and the politics of revenge


				
Dionne, Jr., E.J.


				
Unread
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Why the Right Went Wrong: Conservatism From Goldwater to the Tea Party and Beyond


				
Dionne, Jr., E.J.


				
****


				
12/20/16


				
Punditry. Political punditry is a dangerous game that is often played with confidence and a short shelf life. E.J. Dionne, Jr. selected what he thought was a perfect time for presenting his version of the story of conservatism in a book titled, Why the Right Went Wrong. I read this book before the completion of the 2016 election and am writing this review after Donald J. Trump was elected. Dionne offers readers a clear presentation of his interpretation of the past fifty years. Chances are, in light of the 2016 results, he might want to reconsider the “beyond” portion of his book. Readers interested in politics and open to multiple points of view are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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The Marsh King’s Daughter


				
Dionne, Karen


				
****


				
7/20/17


				
Helena. Helena is the narrator and protagonist of Karen Dionne’s novel titled, The Marsh King’s Daughter. She was raised in isolation in remote Upper Michigan where her father had kidnapped her mother, kept her in captivity, and conceived Helena. Alternating chapters in the past and present balance the exposition and allow Dionne to develop the characters deeply and build psychological tension. Readers who like fast-paced thrillers are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Classics for Pleasure


				
Dirda, Michael


				
Unread
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The Art of Losing


				
Dixon, Keith


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Walkaway


				
Doctorow, Cory


				
*****


				
7/14/17


				
Inequality. There was a time when science fiction writers told stories of a future world that strained one’s willing suspension of disbelief to the outer limits of plausibility. Today, some writers of science fiction describe a near future that seems to be just a few short choices away from our current society. Cory Doctorow leads readers into his story of the breakdown of civil order titled, Walkaway, as a logical consequence of growing inequality. I assume Doctorow wants to get readers thinking about the consequences of our current trajectory, consider what could be next, and then engage with others on making improved choices to build a better society.
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All the Time in the World: New and Selected Stories


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
****


				
4/22/11


				
Virtuoso. I think I’ve read all of E.L. Doctorow’s novels, and most of his short stories. His new collection of a dozen previously published and new short stories is titled, All the Time in the World. Within the constraints of the short story form, Doctorow masterfully presents fully developed characters in situations that are described well and that unveil aspects of human behavior that will resonate with and engage readers. Those readers who are too busy for long forms of fiction will find that reading one of these stories at a time is pleasurable and achievable. Any reader who recognizes and admires fine literary writing will enjoy each of these twelve stories.  
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Andrew’s Brain


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
****


				
1/6/14


				
Confusion. I first read E.L. Doctorow’s novel, Andrew’s Brain, in a single sitting on an airplane flight. For much of the book, I remained confused, but enjoyed Doctorow’s skill in presenting images using just the right words, and the way in which he gradually revealed the memories of the protagonist, Andrew. My second reading occurred a few days later, and having completed the novel, I was able to reduce my confusion and more fully enjoy and appreciate Doctorow’s fine writing. There are three brains required to unravel this novel: Doctorow’s, Andrew’s and the reader’s. This novel will appeal in a special way to those readers who prefer to engage one’s brain while reading.
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City of God


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
***


				
6/00


				
A literary master’s view of New York.
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Creationists


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
***


				
Jan 07


				
Cogent. Collection of sixteen powerful essays, mostly about American writers and their works, each finely written and full of cogent analysis.
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Homer & Langley


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
****


				
10/14/09


				
Darkness. E.L. Doctorow’s latest novel, Homer & Langley, brings readers into the strange world of the Collyer brothers, who lived eccentric lives in New York. While Doctorow based this novel on the real Collyer brothers and some of the facts of their lives, it is the inner life that Doctorow presents with great skill. Homer is blind, and while Langley has physical sight, his own darkness can often be more desolate than that of his brother. Doctorow’s writing led me to pause after finishing some sentences, and return to read them again to savor the experience. Here’s one example (p. 193), “There were mental shutters too and mine were closed tight and I turned back to what I could rely on, the filial bond.” Some shutters close gradually, and in many respects for both Homer and Langley, their descent into madness came slowly, adjusted each day by another step in a direction that became irreversible over time. Doctorow pulls this off with great skill and efficiency, allowing a reader to become absorbed page by page into Homer & Langley.
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Sweet Land Stories


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
****


				
Aug 04


				
Savory. Five well-crafted stories with universal themes presenting readers with the opportunity to think a little differently about life, love, power and alienation.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1400062047]


		

		
				
 


				
The March


				
Doctorow, E.L.


				
***


				
Dec 05


				
Sweeping. Well written historical novel of General Sherman’s destructive journey across Georgia and the Carolinas at the end of the Civil War. Multiple perspectives from ensemble cast of interesting characters, both real and imagined.
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All the Light We Cannot See


				
Doerr, Anthony


				
*****


				
8/26/14


				
Insight. When I first read a blurb about Anthony Doerr’s novel, All the Light We Cannot See, my first thought was that the last way I wanted to spend time was reading another book set during World War II, let alone one containing more than five hundred pages. I didn’t expect much especially from themes of blindness and radio waves. I decided to start reading it, and I’m delighted that I did. Doerr’s novel is among the best I’ve read this year for several reasons. The plot kept me interested from beginning to end. The finely written prose provided just the right level of description, imagery and dialogue. Character development provided one component the best novels always offer: insight into our human condition and the values that underlie our behavior. The structure of the novel with shifting time periods and narrators drew me in to the story, developed the characters and mesmerized me through finely written lyrical prose. I highly recommend this novel to any reader.
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Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism and American Culture


				
Doherty, Thomas Patrick


				
Unread
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DNR



				
10/99


				
Skip it.
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How Not to Be Wrong: The Power of Mathematical Thinking


				
Ellenberg, Jordan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Modern Jewish Girl’s Guide to Guilt


				
Ellenson, Ruth Andrew


				
Unread
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Lunar Park


				
Ellis, Bret Easton


				
Unread
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In the Company of Liars


				
Ellis, David


				
Unread
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American Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies at the Founding of the Republic


				
Ellis, Joseph J.


				
***


				
Feb 08


				
Ambiguity. Skilled historian relates six stories from 1775-1803 highlighting both the success and failure of the ways the Founders dealt with issues and with ambiguity.  
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First Family: Abigail and John Adams


				
Ellis, Joseph J.


				
***


				
1/4/11


				
Triumph. I don’t think I learned anything new about John and Abigail Adams after reading Joseph Ellis’ book, First Family. I did feel something new: an appreciation of the triumph this couple achieved having overcome great obstacles. Neither could have done as much without the other, and their deep love endured long absences. Thanks to their voluminous correspondence, we can eavesdrop on their lives and gain insight into their lives and time. Ellis writes with a style that most readers will find enjoyable as he tells story after story in ways that keep readers engaged. No matter how well you know the story of this Adams family, consider spending time with them again in the capable hands of Joseph Ellis.
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His Excellency: George Washington


				
Ellis, Joseph J.


				
Unread
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The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789


				
Ellis, Joseph J.


				
****


				
7/9/15


				
Dependence. The Revolutionary War united the states briefly and a wide range of outcomes could have followed the end of fighting. Historian Joseph J. Ellis narrows in on the period from 1783 to 1789 in his book titled, The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789. Ellis describes the ways in which four individuals, George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison, nudged others toward the creation of the United States. The story of independence led to an opportunity for dependence of each state on others and on a central federal government. Ellis writes to please any general reader, and I found this book interesting from beginning to end.
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Perfidia


				
Ellroy, James


				
Unread
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North of Boston


				
Elo, Elisabeth


				
****


				
3/7/14


				
Swimmer. Elisabeth Elo’s debut novel, North of Boston, packs a wallop. The protagonist of this thriller is thirty-year-old Pirio Kasparov, and unlike the heroic characters in most thrillers, she is well-developed and complex. The action starts as she survives a hit and run ship to boat accident in the Atlantic. Her ability to remain in the freezing water for hours made her known to strangers as “the swimmer.” She works as an executive for the perfume company her late mother founded. Elo uses great skill in maintaining the very fast pace of the plot action, while developing multiple interesting characters and varied plot lines. On top of those positive elements, Elo’s prose remains graceful throughout the novel, leading me to wonder whether to classify this as a literary novel rather than a thriller. All readers who like a well-told tale, no matter what genre, will find a lot to like in this novel.
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The Memoirs of Helen of Troy


				
Elyot, Amanda


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0307209989]


		

		
				
 


				
It’s Not Love, It’s Just Paris


				
Engel, Patricia


				
Unread
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And Then All Hell Broke Loose: Two Decades in the Middle East


				
Engel, Richard


				
****


				
5/26/16


				
Concise. Some writers trying to cover a twenty year period of dramatic change would be just getting started after 250 pages. Not NBC foreign correspondent Richard Engel. In just over 250 pages of a book titled, And Then All Hell Broke Loose: Two Decades in the Middle East, Engel presents his personal story as a broadcast journalist in the Middle East and offers plenty of insight about the turmoil in that place over the past two decades. Engel writes with an authoritative style, reflecting his study of the area and its long troubled history alongside his presence in the area as turmoil erupted. Any reader interested in public policy and looking for some perspective about the past twenty years in the Middle East will find much of value on the pages of this finely written book.
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War Journal: My Five Years in Iraq


				
Engel, Richard


				
***


				
Nov 08


				
Gloom. Journalist’s memoir presents his experiences alongside the progress of the war in Iraq. Insights and perspectives to be found no place else.
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Peace Like a River


				
Enger, Leif


				
****


				
10/01


				
Enger captures human nature, family relationships, love and compassion.
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So Brave, Young and Handsome


				
Enger, Leif


				
***


				
July 08


				
Journey. A classic Western, set in 1915, features a writer who embarks on a journey with a criminal stranger looking for his lost love, while being tracked by a Pinkerton detective who wants to get his man.
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Dinner at the Center of the Earth


				
Englander, Nathan


				
****


				
11/6/17


				
Middle. Our finest artists look at the world and explain it to the rest of us. The talented writer Nathan Englander looks at the Israeli and Palestinian conflict and explains it to us in his novel titled, Dinner at the Center of the Earth. When differences divide us, it can be helpful to understand the other’s point of view, clarify our own position, and find common ground or ways of meeting in the middle. The trope of meeting for a meal in the middle of a tunnel expresses the journey each party must take to come together. A long-held prisoner and his guard illustrate the ways in which different parties are put together and uncover common ground. Fans of literary fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Ministry of Special Cases


				
Englander, Nathan


				
Unread
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The Forgotten Waltz


				
Enright, Anne


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. To take the cheap shot: I forgot the last dance was for me. Oops. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Gathering


				
Enright, Anne


				
****


				
May 08


				
Falling. Superb novel uses the occasion of the death of the narrator’s brother to present a freefall experience of the lives and losses of a large Irish family, the memory, the drink, England, and more.
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The Green Road


				
Enright, Anne


				
*****


				
8/4/15


				
Ma. I can’t think of a single element that Anne Enright could have gotten better in her novel titled,  The Green Road. The prose is lyrical, and never overdone; she chooses the exact word that fits in every finely crafted sentence. The characters in the Madigan family are so expertly developed that every page adds to some insight about our human condition thanks to Enright’s insight into people and our emotional depths. Four siblings living in different parts of the world couldn’t be less alike until we see them in settings with their mother. As Ma draws her children home, the world narrows and the unimportant gives way to the essential. Fans of finely written literary fiction will find a lot to enjoy from reading this novel.  
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Yesterday’s Weather


				
Enright, Anne


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. Got as far as page 159 before I stopped. It took three weeks to get from page 141 to 159.
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One Sunday Morning


				
Ephron, Amy


				
**


				
July 05


				
Precision. Four New York socialites in the 1920s respond to scandal. Setting and characters are presented with precision and brevity which allows for reading this novel during a single afternoon at the beach.
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White Rose


				
Ephron, Amy


				
***


				
 


				
Ephron writes this historical love story with great skill.  A pleasure to read.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/519FFK9RNCL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Big City Eyes


				
Ephron, Delia


				
***


				
 


				
Enjoyable and engaging. Recommended. Read more about this book.
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Siracusa


				
Ephron, Delia


				
****


				
2/3/17


				
Exposed. Vacations can do so much for us and to us. Delia Ephron uses a vacation in Sicily as the way to expose the pretenses in marital relationships. In her novel titled, Siracusa, Ephron alternates narrators to present different views on the action, the intentions and the impact of what happens while these characters are on vacation. Modern relationships can be complicated, and Ephron takes that complexity and reveals it with scathing simplicity. Take a vicarious and dark vacation, one you are not likely to emulate willingly, and read this novel as a perfect respite from your world and your relationships. When you finish, life will seem so perfect.
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Sister Mother Husband Dog: Etc.


				
Ephron, Delia


				
****


				
11/18/13


				
Tasty. I noticed that after I read a dozen pages of Delia Ephron’s Sister Mother Husband Dog: Etc., I got up to pour myself a drink and prepare a hearty snack. Then, I settled down for ninety minutes of enjoyable reading. The next day, I prepared the snack and drink first, and sat in a comfortable chair to finish reading the book. My reflection is that I found her writing to be both tasty and enjoyable, and led me toward nourishment. Her writing is witty as she calls attention to so many of the absurdities of life. The memories she selects of life with her late sister, Nora, were moving and were a pleasure to read. Readers looking for some good laughs and some wise writing about love are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Guilt


				
Ephron, G.H.


				
Unread
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Obsessed


				
Ephron, G.H.


				
**


				
Apr 04


				
Deadly. Psychological murder mystery with staccato dialogue, ill-paced plot momentum and too much medical detail, provides some entertainment.
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Never Tell A Lie


				
Ephron, Hallie


				
***


				
2/19/09


				
Evasions. Hallie Ephron’s new novel, Never Tell a Lie is a mystery thriller primarily about relationships. The protagonists, Ivy and David Rose, were high school sweethearts, and have been married three years. As they await the birth of their first child, due in about a month, they hold a yard sale to clear junk out of the Victorian house they’ve owned for three years. A high school acquaintance, Melinda White, appears at the sale, buys something, and asks if she can see the inside of the house. She and David go inside, and she never comes out. David’s evasions with the police and Ivy lead to serious complications. Using the tried and true “things are not as they appear” model, Ephron leads readers into an interest in these characters, their relationships, and in figuring out what happened. The pace is fast enough to avoid boredom, and steady enough so that you can put it down to finish on another day.
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I Feel Bad About My Neck


				
Ephron, Nora


				
***


				
Oct 06


				
Funny. Readers with a healthy sense of humor, especially those well settled into their middle or later  years, will appreciate the humor in this collection of essays. 
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I Remember Nothing: and Other Reflections


				
Ephron, Nora


				
***


				
11/27/10


				
Musings. I read Nora Ephron’s new essay collection, I Remember Nothing, in a single sitting. In the title essay, she muses about not being able to remember more and more things as she ages, and that which she remembers seems incidental rather than important. Her wit is sharp, her insights cogent, and these musings were light and humorous. Here’s a sample of her taking a serious point and leading the reader to a smile: “Alcoholic parents are so confusing. They’re your parents, so you love them; but they’re drunks, so you hate them. But you love them. But you hate them.” (p. 38). Readers who like short, well-written essays are likely to enjoy this book, especially those who are old enough to join AARP.
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The persistence of memory


				
Eprile, Tony


				
Unread
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Eating: A Memoir


				
Epstein, Jason


				
***


				
12/14/09


				
Tasty. I read Jason Epstein’s Eating: A Memoir, in two seatings, with three interruptions to head to the kitchen to rustle up a tasty something or other to satisfy the appetite triggered by my reading. Epstein, a former Random House editor, loves to eat and cooks with a panache that comes across in his conversational recipes. His measurements will drive scientific cooks bonkers: a little of this, not too much of that. His point is that we learn to cook by cooking and tasting. His random walk through meals of his life introduces many famous characters with whom Epstein has dined. They add color to the narrative, just as table mates for any of us increase our appreciation of the food we enjoy together. Eating is quick to read, and for most readers will be followed by a good dose of some favorite food.
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Alexis de Tocqueville


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
Unread
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Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
***


				
Nov 03


				
Green. Witty, thoughtful, exploration of the many dimensions of envy and the variety of forms in takes during our lives.
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Friendship: An Expose 


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
***


				
August 06


				
Affinity. Author riffs on many dimensions of friendship, and tells his own friendship stories candidly. Readers will both laugh and think, as a tribute to the author’s wit and wisdom.
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Gossip: The Untrivial Pursuit


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Snobbery: The American Version


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
**


				
Nov 02


				
What Kind of Snob Are You?  Epstein finds some form or other of snobbery everywhere. Read this book and find the snob in yourself and others.
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Wind Sprints: Shorter Essays


				
Epstein, Joseph


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Um-Slips, Stumbles, and Verbal Blunders, and What They Mean


				
Erard, Michael


				
**


				
Nov 07


				
Disfluency. Read this and find out more than you may ever want to know about the thirty types of disfluency that are normal. It may be enough to know that to um is human.
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The Missing Shade of Blue


				
Erdal, Jennie


				
Unread
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Future Home of the Living God


				
Erdrich, Louise


				
****


				
12/18/17


				
Devolution. What could be more dystopian than devolution, the idea that man has reverted to some more primitive state? In her novel titled, Future Home of the Living God, Louise Erdrich explores a society in which evolution has gone into reverse with dramatic consequences. Protagonist Cedar Hawk Songmaker is twenty-six years old and pregnant. Erdrich places her in conflict with society and on a journey toward community, love and self-determination.
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LaRose


				
Erdrich, Louise


				
****


				
2/23/17


				
Healing. What does it take to heal a serious wound? What does justice mean? Can there be any reparation for a loss of life? When one’s actions lead to the death of another, can there be any redemption? What does it mean to be part of a family, a community, a culture? All those questions and more are explored with great skill by Louise Erdrich in her novel titled, LaRose. Erdrich presents a large cast of characters and develops them in diverse complexity so that readers can savor their depth. She presents a story that grabbed me from the first pages and kept me absorbed in key questions to the very end. Readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Round House


				
Erdrich, Louise


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Virgins


				
Erens, Pamela


				
*****


				
3/22/14


				
Unconsummated. Readers of a plot summary may think they have read the story Pamela Erens relates in her novel, The Virgins, too many times before and would take a pass on this one. They would be wrong. Set in a New Hampshire prep school in 1979, Erens tells of the powerful sexual awakening of protagonists Aviva Rossner and Seung Jung. Narrated from the perspective of a classmate, readers learn quickly that this romantic relationship is not what it appears to be. Alongside love is loss and tragedy. Erens crafts her prose with exquisite skill, and creates perfect tension as she unfolds the narrative. Readers who appreciate finely written literary prose and well-developed complex characters are those most likely to enjoy this novel.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51cbGI5dDBL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Towelhead


				
Erian, Alicia


				
*


				
Aug 05


				
Abuse. 13 year old narrator describes her sexual coming of age amid ethnic and racial prejudice abuse and inappropriate behavior by a variety of one dimensional characters.
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Shadowbahn


				
Erickson, Steve


				
*****


				
4/19/17


				
Parallel. I can’t think of ever being so pleased with reading a novel that confused me as much as Steve Erickson’s Shadowbahn. This imaginative book presents a parallel America, a country very different from the one we know. In this parallel country, Elvis wasn’t born. Instead we have his non-singing brother, Jesse. Without Elvis, gospel music survived, and rock never emerged. In this other world, there is a JFK who was never elected president. The Twin Towers have appeared in the South Dakota Badlands. People flock to the site, and some see and hear things that others can’t. A brother and sister are on a road trip listening to a music playlist that was made by their father. This intense novel provides paragraphs in disconnected spurts and that was the key to my confusion. I was always losing my bearings. Adventurous readers with a high tolerance for confusion will find great writing, a dreamlike experience of imagining life in a divided nation absent many familiar cultural markers, and a work of art that riffs on the theme of parallels and twins and all that might have been and that might be. I was exhausted as I rushed through reading this novel. I was confused. I was delighted.
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Go, Went, Gone


				
Erpenbeck, Jenny


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The End of Days


				
Erpenbeck, Jenny


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Burning Down George Orwell's House


				
Ervin, Andrew


				
****


				
9/23/15


				
Escape. You can run but you can’t hide. Ray Welter, the protagonist of Andrew Ervin’s debut novel titled, Burning Down George Orwell’s House, runs away from his advertising job in Chicago for the Scottish island of Jura where he rents the remote house named Barnhill in which George Orwell wrote most of the novel 1984. Thinking he would find the same refuge that Orwell had discovered, Ray instead finds that the islanders knew plenty about Ray from the Internet, and their world is as packed with crazy behavior as the life he was trying to escape. Sampling lots of whisky didn’t bring Ray any closer to enlightenment about the human condition. Readers looking for a funny and intelligent novel are those most likely to enjoy this one. I laughed enough, and enjoyed a drink or two, enough, in fact, to start rereading 1984. Sláinte!
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Malinche


				
Esquivel, Laura


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Pierced by the Sun


				
Esquivel, Laura


				
****


				
11/5/16


				
Redemption. Readers looking for a short and quirky novel of hope and redemption should consider reading Laura Esquivel’s novel titled, Pierced by the Sun. We get to know about protagonist Lupita in chapters telling us something interesting about her. Esquivel presents Lupita in many dimensions: past struggles and current challenges. The setting also provides a context to think about the struggles of Mexico and its people, also in need of hope and redemption.
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Fresh Complaint


				
Eugenides, Jeffrey


				
****


				
1/4/18


				
Unsettled. There are ten short stories in the first collection by Jeffrey Eugenides titled, Fresh Complaint. Eight of the stories have been published before, so may be familiar to some readers. Fans of Eugenides’ novels will recognize both prose style and characters in these stories, along with a mix of humor and quirky behavior. The characters in these stories are often unsettled in their lives as they balk at adjusting to change. Many characters are looking for something beyond the horizon, and Eugenides leads them and us to that other place with great skill.
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The Marriage Plot


				
Eugenides, Jeffrey


				
****


				
11/22/11


				
Burdens. The three protagonists of Jeffrey Eugenides’ novel, The Marriage Plot, carry heavy burdens. They came to Brown from different Oregon, Detroit and New Jersey, and as they graduate in 1982, they are uncertain what comes next. Madeline Hanna is considering post-graduate work in literature, but Yale did not accept her. Leonard Bankhead met Madeline in a Semiotics class that Eugenides describes in rich detail. Leonard has bipolar disorder, and his manic and depressive episodes dominate the book. The third protagonist, Mitchell Grammaticus, is a religious studies major who heads to India after graduation. The three characters are in a love triangle that would have developed one way in Jane Austen’s world, and develops in another way under Eugenides. The fine writing here is lively and descriptive, and the burdens carried are made real through the ways in which Eugenides brings the characters to life. These are not necessarily appealing characters, but they are real. The love relationships mirror the reality of our contemporary society.
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26a


				
Evans, Diana


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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They made America / From the Steam Engine to the Seach Engine, Two Centuries of Innovators


				
Evans, Harold


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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A Good and Happy Child


				
Evans, Justin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Blown to Bits: How the New Economics of Information Transforms Strategy


				
Evans, Philip, and Wurstler, Thomas S.


				
***


				
7/00


				
Changes in information require strategic shifts. Authors propose thoughtful approaches to success in the new economy.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 087584877X]


		

		
				
 


				
I Am Not Sidney Poitier


				
Everett, Percival


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome’s Greatest Politician


				
Everitt, Anthony


				
**


				
Oct 02


				
Eloquent. Everitt’s prose brings Cicero to life, and readers interested in ancient Rome, philosophy, lawyers or politics, will find this book informative.
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Lawn Boy


				
Evison, Jonathan


				
****


				
6/2/18


				
Class. If you’re looking for a humorous novel about race and class in contemporary America, consider reading Jonathan Evison’s coming of age novel titled, Lawn Boy. Protagonist Mike Muñoz finds himself adrift after losing a landscaping job. While he struggles with work, family, and love life, he deals with class differences and exploitation. Mike is a lovable character, and Evison uses him as an everyman to riff on themes of modern life, especially the obstacles of race and class.
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The Lost World of James Smithson


				
Ewing, Heather


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Faster, Higher, Farther: The Volkswagen Scandal


				
Ewing, Jack


				
*****


				
8/3/17


				
Context. There’s a great new book by New York Times reporter Jack Ewing about Volkswagen’s use of a defeat device to hide the true emissions from their “clean” diesel cars. Titled, Faster, Higher, Farther: The Volkswagen Scandal, Ewing’s book provides a great context for this scandal; he describes the corporate culture and leadership that promoted an environment in which such a scandal could take place. The total resolution of this scandal is still underway, so the final words aren’t in this book. Whether you’ve read a lot or a little about the Volkswagen case, this book conveys much to any reader with an interest in corporate culture and leadership.
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Horace and Me: Life Lessons from an Ancient Poet


				
Eyres, Harry


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Guys Like Me


				
Fabre, Dominique


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Mercury Fountain


				
Factor, Eliza


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Panopticon


				
Fagan, Jenni


				
Unread
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The Sunlight Pilgrims


				
Fagan, Jenni


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Toms River: A Story of Science and Salvation


				
Fagin, Dan


				
****


				
5/10/13


				
Toxic. I never expected that a book about cancer epidemiology would keep me enthralled through more than 500 pages. Dan Fagin writes about toxic pollution and its aftermath in his book, Toms River: A Story of Science and Salvation. Fagin knows how to tell a story. Readers come to know many individuals in the course of this book, and Fagin draws us into their lives through his fine writing. The science can be complicated, but Fagin breaks it out in ways that never faltered. Any reader who lives in a neighborhood with a mix of business and residential interests will relate to the community relationships described in this book. Anyone living in an industrial area will be especially interested in learning what happened in this New Jersey community.
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The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine Who Outwitted America's Enemies


				
Fagone, Jason


				
****


				
12/7/17


				
Invisible. One more deficiency in my education was resolved when I read Jason Fagone’s finely written book about the life of codebreaker Elizebeth Smith Friedman titled, The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine Who Outwitted America's Enemies. A combination of sexism and secrecy made her significant role in the 20th century invisible. Thanks to Fagone, long overdue credit for her significant achievements can be learned by any reader interested in codes, espionage, and recent history.
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Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq


				
Fainaru, Steve


				
***


				
1/6/09


				
Ugly. Steve Fainaru’s new book Big Boy Rules: America’s Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq is an eye-opening story of what is being done in the name of America in Iraq. The need for private security contracting became clear early on in Iraq, as our volunteer army was spread thin. Fainaru presents what this contracting entails, using one company, Crescent Security Group, and one contractor, Jon Cote, as his primary focus. What Fainaru describes is a degree of lawlessness that will lead to the discomfort of most readers, and the sadness of how individuals who are trying both to help America in Iraq as well as make money are treated when things don’t work out as planned. The tattoo on a former Marine summarized the situation: “The unwanted, doing the unforgiveable, for the ungrateful.” (p. xii). Sammy Jamison, the convoy manager for one contractor, ArmorGroup, said, “We can’t ask the Iraqi people to respect the law if we don’t do it ourselves.” (p. 131). As for Jon Cote and those like him, Fainaru noted, “But it was an ugly business he had gotten himself into, perhaps the ugliest business there was.” (p. 215). Big Boy Rules makes for uncomfortable and informative reading. The book expands on the Pulitzer prize-winning reporting that Fainaru has done for The Washington Post. There are costs to this war that higher than most reports describe, and Fainaru’s book puts a human face on these costs.
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Consequence


				
Fair, Eric


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Bad Blood


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
***


				
Apr 07


				
Family. Ninth Alex Cooper thriller takes readers underneath and around Manhattan as Alex   learns about the power and strength of family relationships. 
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Deadfall


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
9/6/17


				
Recovery. Linda Fairstein picks up the 19th Alexandra Cooper crime novel titled, Deadfall, where the last novel left off. Alex has been on leave, recovering from trauma, and hasn’t quite returned to her old self. She’s drinking too much, and relies heavily on Mike Chapman to see her through this recovery. A dramatic murder opens this novel, and Alex was next to the victim when it happened. Fairstein takes readers into the Bronx Zoo and the nearby railyards as this installment’s lessons about New York City. As always, the crime is interesting, the characters familiar, and the resolution dramatic, leaving readers anxiously awaiting another installment.
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Death Angel


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
9/10/13


				
Central. I raced through Death Angel, Linda Fairstein’s fifteenth novel in her crime fiction series featuring ADA Alexandra Cooper. One of the things that Fairstein does so well is educate even New Yorkers about aspects of the metropolis. This time, we all learn things about Central Park and the Dakota that I expect few readers already knew. The crimes are interesting, the action is fast-paced, and the characters are familiar and well-developed. Any reader who enjoys crime fiction is likely to savor this one.
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Devil’s Bridge


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
1/5/16


				
Chapman. Successful serial fiction meets the expectations of readers by presenting each new book in the series packed with the components that readers have enjoyed in prior books. The seventeenth Alexandra Cooper novel by Linda Fairstein is titled, Devil’s Bridge. Fairstein delivers all the components I’ve come to anticipate and enjoy in this series: great characters, an engaging plot, and some interesting tidbits about New York City. The heavy lifting in the latest novel is carried by recurring character Mike Chapman, and it is through his mind and his eyes that the story progresses. Fans of this series are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel, as well as any reader who likes crime fiction.
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Hell Gate


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
***


				
4/5/10


				
History. Linda Fairstein’s 12th mystery novel featuring assistant district attorney Alexandra Cooper is titled, Hell Gate.  This time out, the crime topic is human trafficking, and the subject of the history lesson about New York City is the story of some old large mansions that have not been torn down as the city has grown. Politics, crime, corruption and connections are sufficient enough to allow most readers to sit through the history class sections of the book to savor the unfolding action. Alex’s partner, Mike Chapman, keeps the repartee and tension sharp, and Alex’s French friend, Luc, remains an invisible presence this time out. I liked the history lessons in Hell Gate, but for some readers, the slowing of the action might be a distraction. Fans will appreciate every page that features this finely developed female protagonist.
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Killer Heat


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
***


				
Sep 08


				
Uniform. The latest Alex Cooper thriller tracks a serial killer all around New York City, into some places even native New Yorkers may find new. Heart-thumping entertainment.
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Killer Look


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
9/9/16


				
Fashion. Linda Fairstein’s 18th novel featuring Assistant District Attorney Alexandra Cooper is titled, Killer Look. Fans of the series will be delighted with the area of New York that gets Fairstein’s attention this time around: the garment district. There’s murder, the familiar cast of characters, lots of drinking and just the right number of Final Jeopardy episodes. Throughout this novel, Alex is recovering from the trauma she suffered in the last novel. That increased her drinking, and made her more vulnerable and less decisive. Nonetheless, crime fiction fans and loyal readers of this series will find a great story with some new things to learn about New York City and the fashion district.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Lethal Legacy


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
***


				
3/30/09


				
Library. In the eleventh installment of her series featuring Assistant District Attorney Alexandra Cooper, novelist Linda Fairstein chooses the New York Public Library as a perfect setting for a thriller titled Lethal Legacy. Alex and sidekick NYPD detective Mike Chapman investigate a murder and uncover a secret world at the library involving a wealthy family’s feud, stolen books with secrets, and a legacy that leads to murder. As with her prior books, Fairstein peppers the text with the results of her research, in this case giving readers insight into rare books and the history of the New York Public Library and its surroundings. Her characters are reliable and behave with consistency to how she has developed them from the first novel on. The plot is interesting, and requires a reader’s close attention. Fairstein’s mini-lessons are instructive to those readers who enjoy getting background and a perspective about places that seem familiar, yet have more to their stories than most of us know.
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Night Watch


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
1/10/13


				
Bones. The fourteenth novel by Linda Fairstein featuring Alex Cooper, assistant district attorney in Manhattan, is titled Night Watch. Fans of the series will enjoy many familiar elements: the reprised characters who continue to develop; some new tidbit about Manhattan that comes from Fairstein’s research; and an entertaining story that brings reading pleasure. Alex is in France with Luc Rouget when old bones are left on his doorstep following the discovery of a woman’s body in a nearby pond. Alex is called back to NYC after a diplomat is accused of sexually assaulting a hotel made. The maid becomes an unreliable witness as Alex becomes involved in this high profile case. Meanwhile more old bones show up at another murder site. Needless to say, the plot thickens to the delight of most readers. I enjoyed the way Fairstein uses the backdrop of Luc’s venture into a new restaurant as a way to display the methods used by restaurants during prohibition. As usual, I found Fairstein’s writing to provide me with reliable and enjoyable entertainment.
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Silent Mercy


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
***


				
6/18/11


				
Ecumenical. The thirteenth novel by Linda Fairstein to feature Assistant District Attorney Alexandra Cooper is titled Silent Mercy. Fairstein escorts readers on an ecumenical tour of historic New York churches of several denominations, as Alex teams up with detectives Mike Chapman and Mercer Wallace solving murders with a religious theme. The excitement builds when the duo board the circus train. Fans of the series will find the characters and their behavior to be familiar and comfortable. The history and feminism always provide interesting exposition. The close partnership between Mike and Alex becomes intense in this novel, and Alex’s relationship with Luke is present, but as a sidebar. Readers who like crime fiction or New York City will find this novel to be interesting and enjoyable.
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Terminal City


				
Fairstein, Linda


				
****


				
10/6/14


				
Grand. The latest Alexandra Cooper novel by Linda Fairstein is titled, Terminal City. The familiar cast of characters returns as does the formula that works so well: a criminal investigation that puts Alex in some personal peril; a fast-moving plot; witty dialogue and repartee; and detailed information about some part of New York City that will enlighten readers. This time out the location is Grand Central Terminal, and Alex is in fear for her life more than once. Her relationship with Mike seems a bit rocky throughout this novel, and fans will look forward to the next installment in the series to learn what’s next for these engaging characters.
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The Bronfmans


				
Faith, Nicholas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Cathedral of the Sea


				
Falcones, Ildefonso


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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You Know When the Men Are Gone


				
Fallon, Siobhan


				
***


				
2/18/11


				
Collateral. Siobhan Fallon’s debut short story collection is titled, You Know When the Men Are Gone. Fallon sets these eight stories at Fort Hood, Texas, and she explores the various lives of the women whose husbands are deployed in foreign wars. Each story packs a wallop of emotion and poignancy. The lives of these women are usually overlooked when most of us think about the impact of military deployment, especially for our volunteer army. We can understand readily the physical wounds of soldiers, and these stories can help any interested reader understand the collateral damage to those women who are left behind during deployments. This writing is fresh and engaging, and is likely to be enjoyed by most readers.
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Blind Into Baghdad


				
Fallows, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2007
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China Airborne


				
Fallows, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Free Flight: From Airline Hell to a New Age of Travel


				
Fallows, James


				
***


				
08/01


				
Changes are coming in air transportation, including air taxis. Trade frequent flier miles on big airlines for faster trip times.
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Postcards from Tomorrow Square: Reports from China


				
Fallows, James


				
Ennui


				
4/25/09


				
Shelf of Ennui. After reading a few pages of this collection of New Yorker articles, I realized that I had read the articles when they first were published, and there wasn’t much reason to give them another perusal.
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Our Towns: A 100,000-Mile Journey into the Heart of America


				
Fallows, James and Deborah Fellows


				
****


				
6/20/18


				
Optimism. Readers looking for stress relief from the divisive and tense partisan shouting may want to read an optimistic view of the health of the United States in a book by James and Deborah Fallows titled, Our Towns: A 100,000-Mile Journey into the Heart of America. The couple describe their immersion into multiple towns across the country for enough time to get a real feel for those places that are undergoing transformation and renewal. There’s lots of good news about our future in this book, given all that is happening all over the United States.
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The Dude Abides: The Gospel According to the Coen Brothers


				
Falsani, Cathleen


				
***


				
1/2/10


				
Lenses. Cathleen Falsani seems to have had fun writing her latest book, The Dude Abides: The Gospel According to the Coen Brothers. My guess is that she was able to write it over the course of a long weekend or two. In The Dude Abides, Falsani presents the fourteen major Coen brothers films using a three-part structure for each film. She provides a high level summary of the film in the section titled, “The Forest.” The longest section is titled, “The Trees” and in that one she sometimes laboriously provides a more detailed description of what happens in the film. She wraps up each film with her conclusion in the section titled, “The Moral of the Story.” Falsani loves these films, and given her perspective as a journalist who writes about religion, she applies a religious lens to her view of each film. While most filmgoers and readers would agree with Falsani that the Coens tackle some confounding questions in their films, my guess is that a minority would view these films in a way that matches Falsani’s. I kept thinking after reading about a film whether she and I saw the same movie. Nonetheless, her love for the films comes out in The Dude Abides, and each of us brings our own perspective. It’s interesting to read here a perspective that found aspects of these films that I would not have considered in a million years. Any teacher will find something interesting here to stimulate class discussion.
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The God Factor


				
Falsani, Cathleen


				
Unread
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Stiffed: The Betrayal of the American Male


				
Faludi, Susan


				
*


				
 


				
She explains what’s wrong with men. Yeah, right.
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The Terror Dream: Fear and Fantasy in Post-9/11 America


				
Faludi, Susan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Blood from stones : the secret financial network of terror


				
Farah, Douglas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Ground Truth: The Untold Story of America Under Attack on 9/11


				
Farmer, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Haiti After the Earthquake


				
Farmer, Paul


				
****


				
9/23/11


				
Gripping. Dr. Paul Farmer has worked in Haiti for three decades, and his work there was described in a finely written book by Tracy Kidder, Mountains Beyond Mountains, which I recommended highly in January 2004. Farmer has written a book of his own, Haiti After the Earthquake, which presents both his own gripping account of this disaster and the reflections of a handful of others who provide readers with a deep understanding of the plight of the people of Haiti. Farmer’s work with the poor is inspiring, but he does little back patting in this book. He expresses with experience and concern what has brought the people of Haiti to their current situation, and what can be done to help them build a better society. Many readers will finish this book and want to do something to help.
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The New Frugality: How to Consume Less, Save More, and Live Better


				
Farrell, Chris


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Crash of the Titans: Greed, Hubris, the Fall of Merrill Lynch, and the Near-Collapse of Bank of America


				
Farrell, Greg


				
Unread


				
 


				
Got as far as page 180, and had read enough of what seemed familiar. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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Why Men Earn More: The Startling Truth Behind the Pay Gap -- and What Women Can Do About It


				
Farrell, Warren


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Monk Downstairs


				
Farrington, Tim


				
***


				
Sep 02


				
Blooming romance develops between ex-monk and his landlady. Written well with good dialogue and perfect plot momentum.
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War on Peace: The End of Diplomacy and the Decline of American Influence


				
Farrow, Ronan


				
*****


				
8/27/18


				
Lamentation. Journalist and former State Department official Ronan Farrow has written a lamentation titled, War on Peace: The End of Diplomacy and the Decline of American Influence, about the transformation of diplomacy by the United States. He interviewed lots of people for this book, many on the record, including all living former Secretaries of State. The result in a comprehensive, well-footnoted book that describes through stories the ways in which diplomacy is changing, along with American influence. Readers interested in public policy are those most likely to enjoy this finely written account of a dramatic transformation in world affairs.
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The Geographer’s Library


				
Fasman, Jon


				
***


				
Apr 05


				
Alchemy. Ambitious debut novel, full of suspense set in the present, and the history of fourteen objects stolen from a 12th century geographer.
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A Few Seconds of Panic: A 5-Foot-8, 170-Pound, 43-Year-Old Sportswriter Plays in the NFL


				
Fatsis, Stefan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. I stopped caring at page 9.
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Word Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, Genius and Obsession in the World of Competitive Scrabble Players


				
Fatsis, Stefan


				
***


				
Aug 02


				
Addictive book presenting the strange people who pay competitive Scrabble, including the author who went from novice to expert in the two years he spent researching the book.
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A Possible Life: A Novel in Five Parts


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
****


				
12/27/13


				
Connection. Thanks to the subtitle of Sebastian Faulks’ novel, A Possible Life: A Novel in Five Parts, something in the back of my mind kept wondering while I read the novel what might connect the parts. Each part describes a life at a particular time and place. Faulks tells each story with care and precision, focusing close attention on the ways in which the characters achieve a level of understanding about themselves and others. That human connection crosses all time periods and defines us all. Loss, pain, love, everything, takes place in the context of relationship. Those readers who love novels that hold up our human condition for examination are most likely to love this one.
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A Week in December


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
***


				
8/2/11


				
Laughter. Readers who appreciate fine wit and a good poking at contemporary life should consider reading Sebastian Faulks’ A Week in December. I’ve had this novel sitting around for eighteen months and had set it aside at page 100 about a year ago. I finished it recently, and am glad I did. Faulks assembles a diverse cast of characters including a hedge fund manager, a home grown terrorist, an underemployed lawyer, a snarky book reviewer, and a tube train driver. In a city like London, these are our neighbors, those with whom we live in community. Needless to say, a lot can happen in a week. There’s enough about the financial crisis here to entertain business types who read some fiction but like to stay on a subject close to home.
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Devil May Care


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
***


				
Aug 08


				
Brand. Faulks writes as if he were the late Ian Fleming and creates another James Bond novel that fits well into the oeuvre and provides fans with both renewal and consistency of a familiar character.
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Engleby


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Jeeves and the Wedding Bells


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
****


				
2/7/14


				
Tribute. My first reaction upon hearing that Sebastian Faulks was writing a new novel reprising Jeeves and Wooster was: don’t mess with my Wodehouse. It was with trepidation that I opened Jeeves and the Wedding Bells, fearing the worst. After a dozen pages or so, my fears diminished, as I read what I’d call a tribute. I feared reading parody or a bumbling attempt at re-creation. Instead, the familiar characters come alive for contemporary readers, while remaining true to both the time period and the books by P.G. Wodehouse that preceded this one. If you’re a Jeeves & Wooster fan, take a gander at this new take on the old chaps.
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Paris Echo


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
****


				
12/6/18


				
Convergence. Fans of well-written literary fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy Sebastian Faulk’s novel titled, Paris Echo. While history speaks to informed walkers on every street in Paris, Faulks presents in this novel a specific connection between past and present in Paris. While Hannah is researching the oral histories of Parisian women who lived in the city during the Nazi occupation, she recalls her own experience in the city the last time she was there. She also gets to understand the echoes of the past through the eyes of her boarder, Tariq, who left his home in Morocco at age 19 and comes to Paris unaware of the connections between France and North Africa in the past. As both Hannah and Tariq narrate this novel, readers see convergence on many levels. Visit Paris with Faulks in this novel and hear all the echoes for yourself.
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Where My Heart Used to Beat


				
Faulks, Sebastian


				
****


				
3/23/17


				
Loneliness. Robert Hendricks, the protagonist and narrator of Sebastian Faulks’ novel titled, Where My Heart Used to Beat, fought in World War II and at age 60 has reached a time when he wants to reflect on the meaning of his life and come to grips with his loneliness. He accepts an invitation from an elderly man who knew Hendricks’ father in World War I, and their conversations provide the bulk of the narrative. Faulks explores the scars of war, mental health and the ways in which love and memory endure. How do the wounds from atrocities heal? Faulks explores that question and others in this finely written novel. Readers who enjoy psychological fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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This Republic of Suffering


				
Faust, Drew Gilpin


			

		





	
Fromkin, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Comeback: Conservatism That Can Win Again


				
Frum, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Trumpocracy: The Corruption of the American Republic


				
Frum, David


				
****


				
3/9/18


				
Echo. After I finished reading David Frum’s book titled, Trumpocracy: The Corruption of the American Republic, I started to wonder who else was reading it. I admit that I knew I would like the book because I was confident that Frum would provide a cogent and incisive case against President Trump. As a conservative and Republican, I wonder if Frum still maintains a receptive audience among those readers. I wonder how many Trump supporters will read this book. As we become comfortable in our respective partisan alliances, I wonder if there’s a chance for the messages in one echo chamber to break into another.
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An End to Evil: How to Win the War on Terror


				
Frum, David and Richard Perle


				
***


				
Mar 04


				
A Manual for Victory. Former Bush speechwriter and former DOD policymaker present what they call a “manual for victory” in the war on terror. Bush supporters will cheer on most pages, while opponents will find ammunition, creating an interesting book for readers of all political sympathies.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1400061946]


		

		
				
 


				
Moab is My Washpot


				
Fry, Stephen


				
***


				
 


				
If you’ve enjoyed his acting, you’ll like his writing. Compare one of his novels, The Liar, with Moab and see the similarities to Fry's life.
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More Fool Me


				
Fry, Stephen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Revenge


				
Fry, Stephen


				
***


				
Sep 02


				
Fry delves deep into human nature exploring love, betrayal, alienation, friendship, recovery and, of course, revenge.
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Stephen Fry in America: Fifty States and the Man Who Set Out to See Them All


				
Fry, Stephen


				
Ennui


				
1/9/10


				
Homage. Humorist Stephen Fry has published an interesting book and TV series as a homage to the United States titled, Stephen Fry in America: Fifty States and the Man Who Set Out to See Them All. I ended up watching the television version of this and enjoyed it. The book version looked interesting, but I lost interest in reading it, and just turned the pages, looking at some of the pictures and remembering the TV version. Either medium presents a lively and engaging view of the creative Fry, who but for a twist of fate, might have grown up in the USA.
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The Fry Chronicles


				
Fry, Stephen


				
***


				
2/17/12


				
Worker. Stephen Fry continues to write about his own life in a new book titled, The Fry Chronicles. The 400+ pages of witty and engaging narrative focus on the busy life he led in his 20s. A reader can become exhausted from the work pace that Fry describes. This is a tale of man who could never say no, had a constant desire to please others, and is able at the current distance of time to describe that life in a way that entertains readers.  The stories of his university years and his friendship with Hugh Laurie and Emma Thompson are told with excitement and verve. Readers who enjoy well told stories of interesting lives are those most likely to enjoy this autobiography.
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The Ode Less Traveled


				
Fry, Stephen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Bend, Not Break: A Life in Two Worlds


				
Fu, Ping and MeiMei Fox


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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America at the Crossroads


				
Fukuyama, Francis


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Identity: The Demand for Dignity and the Politics of Resentment


				
Fukuyama, Francis


				
*****


				
10/12/18


				
Recognition. I am somebody. In his book titled, Identity: The Demand for Dignity and the Politics of Resentment, Francis Fukuyama makes a compelling case that there is a strong human need for recognition, and a demand to be respected and valued for who we are. To overcome our current state of resentment and polarization, Fukuyama proposes an acceptance of thinking in terms of identity, but to use identity to integrate not divide us. Deploy an overarching identity larger than our smaller ones to integrate our society. Sounds good to me.
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Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution


				
Fukuyama, Francis


				
***


				
Aug 02


				
Read about how developments in genetic engineering and neuropharmacology endanger who we are as humans.
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Bento Box in the Heartland


				
Furiya, Linda


				
***


				
June 07


				
Nourishing. Memories and recipes of the foods from childhood that lead to the recollection of stories of the child of immigrant Japanese parents growing up in Indiana in the 1960s.
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A Hero of France


				
Furst, Alan


				
****


				
6/9/16


				
Resistance. Most readers can consume Alan Furst’s novel, A Hero of France, on a single flight or two, or during a day at the beach. During that time, a reader is transported to France during World War II and into the actions of members of the French Resistance. Furst’s prose uses just the right amount of descriptive language to make a place come alive for readers, and enough character development to achieve the satisfaction of reading about complex and nuanced characters, just like us.
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Blood of Victory


				
Furst, Alan


				
***


				
Oct 02


				
Dripping. Master novelist Alan Furst brings readers to the atmosphere of 1940, and presents images of intrigue, complicated characters, and high suspense as a spy tries to disrupt Germany’s oil supply, known as the blood of victory.
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Dark Voyage


				
Furst, Alan


				
***


				
Oct 04


				
Deception. Moody spy thriller of Dutch naval deception of Germans during World War II. Authentic detail and description enlivens people and places.
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Mission to Paris


				
Furst, Alan


				
***


				
7/25/12


				
Atmospheric. Alan Furst is back with another World War II spy novel that plunges readers into the place and time with lush descriptive language and sharply drawn heroes and villains. Mission to Paris is set mainly in Paris in 1938 and the protagonist, actor Fredric Stahl has arrived there from Hollywood to make a movie titled, “After the War,” referring to World War I. Furst describes the fears of the émigré community in Paris who experience the organized and diligent work of the Nazis as they prepared to conquer Europe. Stahl finds himself in the thick of things and also falling in love. Readers who like spy novels with lots of descriptive language are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Spies of the Balkans


				
Furst, Alan


				
****


				
6/14/10


				
Choices. Alan Furst’s latest spy novel is titled, Spies of the Balkans. Set in Salonika, Greece in 1940, protagonist Constantine Zannis faces personal and professional choices as rumors of a Nazi invasion grow. Furst presents and develops Zannis as an ordinary and likeable character who is presented with choices during crisis. As a reader, I was compelled to reflect on whether or not I would have made the same heroic choices that Zannis does in this book. I concluded that his personal courage far exceeded my own, but remained believable. When asked to assist in the safe transport of Jews from central Europe through Greece to Turkey, Zannis readily responded with skill. Beyond fine character development, what Furst does well in this book as in his earlier work is to describe the places and period with such care that readers feel immersed in the situations presented. Any reader who loves this period and genre will find much to appreciate from these pages.
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The Foreign Correspondent


				
Furst, Alan


				
**


				
August 06


				
Detailed. Descriptive language places readers in Paris in 1939 with complete atmosphere, while characters develop slowly and action remains constrained throughout this spy novel.
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The Spies of Warsaw


				
Furst, Alan


				
***


				
Aug 08


				
Intrigue. Spy novel set in Poland in the late 1930s with perfectly described atmosphere, well-developed characters and good plot momentum. A French attaché tries to learn Germany’s war plans.
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Midnight in Europe


				
Furst, Allan


				
****


				
6/18/14


				
Looming. Darkness and evil seem to loom over every page of Allan Furst’s latest novel titled, Midnight in Europe. Set mostly in Paris in the late 1930s, the novel features Cristian Ferrar, a Spaniard who works as a lawyer in Paris. What Furst has done in earlier novels also works in this one: he takes ordinary people and places them in situations that draw out the best of human nature. Ferrar helps deliver arms to the Spanish Republicans in their fight against Franco and the Nationalists. There’s excitement, wit, skill and danger all at play in this novel. I enjoy reading Furst for the way he brings the setting of the period to life. I would say he makes it vivid, but in this case, he illuminates the darkness of that time for contemporary readers.
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Hard, Hard City


				
Fusilli, Jim


				
***


				
Feb 05


				
Solid. Private eye Terry Orr returns and endangers himself while helping restore the life of a wayward teen. Character novel makes values plain and clear.
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The Boys' Crusade: The American Infantry in Northwestern Europe 1944-1945


				
Fussell, Paul


				
**


				
Mar 04


				
Raw. Unsentimental, raw, unvarnished view of the horror of war by talented historian who was one of the young infantrymen on the field of Europe at the end of the second World War. Haunting, true stories.
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A Breath of Snow and Ashes


				
Gabaldon, Diana


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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An Echo in the Bone


				
Gabaldon, Diana


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Lord John and the Brotherhood of the Blade


				
Gabaldon, Diana


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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The Lisbon Crossing


				
Gabbay, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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George F. Kennan: An American Life


				
Gaddis, John Lewis


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Cold War


				
Gaddis, John Lewis


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Agapē Agape


				
Gaddis, William


				
*


				
Dec 02


				
Last Words. Stream of consciousness and multi-page run-on sentences by late author who saw player piano as harmful to artists.
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Straits of Fortune


				
Gagliano, Anthony


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Schroder


				
Gaige, Amity


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Anansi Boys


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Fragile Things


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
***


				
June 07


				
Prolific. Collection of 32 stories and poems that display the author’s originality, imagination, and ability to write in the style of others.
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Norse Mythology


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
****


				
3/23/17


				
Hammer. I think the only time I’ve read Norse myths was in my childhood in comic books. The image of Thor’s hammer on the cover of Neil Gaiman’s book titled, Norse Mythology, bore no resemblance to the comic versions. These tales did match some from my youth, and each story that Gaiman presents brought great satisfaction, especially the ones that I remembered more about that I expected. These myths are terrific stories, and Gaiman’s version will appeal to any reader who enjoys fine story telling.
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The Ocean at the End of the Lane


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
****


				
7/8/13


				
Guardian. Reading can take us to places that are both familiar and very different. In Neil Gaiman’s capable hands, readers of his novel, The Ocean at the End of the Lane, leap into a setting that blurs reality and appearance, and to a plot that’s wildly imaginative and close to anyone’s coming of age experience. The narrator returns at age forty to the home where magical things happened to him at age seven. We learn through his recollections of the way he was protected by some unusual neighbors who guarded him from danger. The pond at the end of the lane was somehow also an ocean, and the guardian was more than a neighbor. The mythic themes will delight close readers, and the well-told story will engage all readers in the joy of a sad and poignant tale. I read the novel quickly, and enjoyed in from beginning to end.
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The View from the Cheap Seats


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and Disturbances


				
Gaiman, Neil


				
****


				
8/25/15


				
Versatility. Neil Gaiman tells great stories in his fiction, and the short pieces in his collection titled, Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and Disturbances, reveal his talent on every page. Dr. Who fans will especially enjoy the episode he wrote for that program. Gaiman’s imagination seems to know no bounds, and as he draws readers into the twists and turns of his creations, he displays the versatility of his writing. I enjoyed every piece in this collection from the shortest to the longest.  
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Pro Cycling on $10 a Day: From Fat Kid to Euro Pro


				
Gaimon, Phil


				
****


				
9/15/14


				
Clean. I don’t know whether Phil Gaimon is better as a writer or as a professional cyclist. I do know that I enjoyed reading his memoir titled, Pro Cycling on $10 a Day: From Fat Kid to Euro Pro. If your impression of professional cycling is limited to Le Tour de France or Lance Armstrong and the use of banned substances, consider reading about the cycling world from the perspective of a clean rider with writing talent. He tells his own story with wit and more candid disclosure than most memoirists would offer. I enjoyed this story of passion, guts and cookies.
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Fool's Paradise: Players, Poseurs, and the Culture of Excess in South Beach


				
Gaines, Steven


				
***


				
3/30/09


				
Escape. For decades, Miami Beach has provided an escape: for snowbirds, to get away from the cold of winter; for gangsters, a place to get things done without much interference; for beautiful people, a place to show off with few inhibitions. Steven Gaines captures these and more in his book, Fool's Paradise: Players, Poseurs, and the Culture of Excess in South Beach. Gaines tells the story of the hoteliers, the Art Deco preservationists, the nightclub operators, gangsters, druggies, models and politicians. Fool’s Paradise is packed with interesting characters, and unlike the title, not nearly enough excess to please those readers who want to know even more than Gaines tells. If you’ve ever been to Miami Beach, you’re likely to enjoy this story of places and people that will be familiar. If you’ve not visited, here’s a way to experience the place vicariously and not get sunburned while you think about what you’re missing.
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The Sky’s the Limit: Passion and Property in Manhattan


				
Gaines, Steven


				
**


				
Aug 05


				
Status. Past and present stories of the best people and places jockeying for status in the world of Manhattan real estate. Can seem like a foreign land to those who have never lived in Manhattan.
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Don’t Cry


				
Gaitskill, Mary


				
***


				
5/27/09


				
Intense. There are ten powerful short stories in Mary Gaitskill’s latest collection, including the title story, Don’t Cry. You may want to cry, though, as each story presents characters in difficult relationships and situations. She writes about struggles, loss, and suffering in ways that reveal her great writing skill and expose aspects of our human condition that many of us would prefer not to dwell on. Pace yourself as you read each story, and you’re likely to spend a lot of time thinking about guilt, past relationships, sorrows, and the dark side of your own life. If that’s what you’re ready for, Don’t Cry is the book for you.
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The Mare


				
Gaitskill, Mary


				
****


				
2/15/16


				
Mothering. A reader looking at the cover of Mary Gaitskill’s novel titled, The Mare, could assume that this is a book about a girl and her horse. It is that and so much more. The ensemble cast of characters are so finely developed, calling just one the protagonist may minimize the strength of how each character contributes to the whole novel. Gaitskill’s plot will appeal to any reader who enjoys literary fiction that has a clear structure. The novel explores mothering from multiple dimensions, a biological mother who fights for survival; a surrogate mother who wants to become more than that; and a young girl who needs to mother herself. Gaitskill presents multiple narrators in ways that lead readers to see the plot from multiple perspectives.
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Social Q's: How to Survive the Quirks, Quandaries and Quagmires of Today


				
Galanes, Philip


				
***


				
11/22/11


				
Sharp. I rarely read Philip Galanes column in the Sunday Styles section of The New York Times. After I picked up a copy of his new book, Social Q's: How to Survive the Quirks, Quandaries and Quagmires of Today, I came to appreciate how witty and crisp writing can apply to almost any topic. Galanes’sharp writing style is entertaining and he knows how to turn a phrase. Fans of the column will savor this large dose. Any reader who likes wit and enjoys the social commentary that an advice column can provide will find much to enjoy in this entertaining book.
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Rattled


				
Galant, Debra


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Muse


				
Galassi, Jonathan


				
***


				
2/25/16


				
Vanity. I read so many different sorts of books that when I heard that Farrar, Straus and Giroux publisher Jonathan Galassi had written a novel titled, Muse, I figured it might be a delight. Perhaps there was too much inside baseball for me in a novel about publishing by a publisher and poet. With fewer than three hundred pages, I read it quickly, but never really felt engaged by the prose. Close to the end, I came as close as I ever would to “getting it,” when I read the following: “Their authors were their gods, despite their high-handed behavior, egomania, and competitiveness. In the end, it had been all about them.” (p.234) Having understood that point, I raced to the end, eager to find another author god whose prose would provide me with more pleasure than this novel did. Readers with a strong interest in publishing are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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Inequality and Instability: A Study of the World Economy Just Before the Great Crisis


				
Galbraith, James K.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Economics of Innocent Fraud


				
Galbraith, John Kenneth


				
**


				
Nov 04


				
Appearances. Economist separates reality from appearances and illustrates the shift in power from the people (whether citizens, shareholders or customers) to corporate managers, and how that’s fraud.
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Career of Evil


				
Galbraith, Robert


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Grisly. The latest Cormoran Strike novel from J.K. Rowling writing as Robert Galbraith is titled, Career of Evil. Fans of the series will enjoy the continued character development of protagonist Strike and his work partner, Robin Ellacott. The plot momentum is exciting, and the twists are crime fiction candy to those of us who are always on the lookout for the identity of the bad guys. There’s one caution for readers with queasy stomachs: there’s a lot of grisly gore in this novel. Try not to read after a heavy meal when digestion may be challenged, or just before bedtime when the images may lead to a long agitated night of recurring tosses and turns.
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The Cuckoo’s Calling


				
Galbraith, Robert


				
****


				
9/10/13


				
Detecting. J.K. Rowling does three things extremely well in her crime fiction debut novel, The Cuckoo’s Calling, released under the pen name Robert Galbraith. First, she presents compelling complex characters, especially the protagonist, private detective Cormoran Strike, and his sidekick, Robin. Most crime fiction succeeds or fails based on character. Second, she tells a great story. I found that I was interested from the start, and she kept me wanting to find out how everything would get resolved. Finally, she presents dialogue and situations that set just the right tone. If you like crime fiction, and have enjoyed Rowling’s other novels, be sure to read this one.
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The Silkworm


				
Galbraith, Robert


				
****


				
8/26/14


				
Partners. Fans of character-driven crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy the second Cormoran Strike novel titled, The Silkworm, by J.K. Rowling writing as Robert Galbraith. Private detective Strike has become choosy in selecting clients following the publicity he received after besting the police in solving a high profile case. When a strange woman with no obvious means for paying him asks him to find her missing husband, Strike ditches a bossy and rich client and takes on her case. Both Strike and his apprentice, Robin Ellacot, are developed with greater complexity in this novel, and their partnership provides the glue that holds the novel together. The story is grisly, the sleuthing interesting, and the resolution satisfying.  
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American Innovations


				
Galchen, Rivka


				
****


				
5/28/14


				
Playful. After I began to read the third short story in the collection of ten by Ricka Galchen titled, American Innovations, a growing impression hit me hard: this woman loves to write. Once I gave myself over to her quirky charms, I delighted in these stories, and found them witty, surprising, unconventional and fun. Readers who enjoy literary fiction, especially short stories, are those most likely to enjoy the finely written stories in this collection.
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Atmospheric Disturbances


				
Galchen, Rivka


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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The Universe in Your Hand


				
Galfard, Christophe


				
****


				
5/3/17


				
Teacher. On the rare occasions when physics comes up in conversation, my wife remarks that during our lifetime the study of physics and theology have come closer together. I always nod when she says that, but I don’t know what she means, and since she’s the theologian, I’m confident that she knows of what she speaks. Every now and then I want to read some science books written for a general audience, and I was thrilled with the ways in which Christophe Galfard taught me physics in his book titled, The Universe in Your Hand. Instead of explaining, Galfard asks us to imagine ourselves in different parts of the universe. I was enchanted by this book, and encourage those readers interested in things like black holes, string theory and dark matter to consider this book. It will amp up your conversations, but probably not with my wife, nor with my neighbor who chairs a university’s physics department. Readers who attended a Physics for Poets class are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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Going to the Top


				
Gallagher, Carol


				
***


				
6/00


				
Results of interviews with 200 successful women executives.
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Strangers in the House


				
Gallagher, Dorothy


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Changing Light


				
Gallagher, Nora


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Metropolis Case


				
Galloway, Matthew


				
***


				
2/18/11


				
Devices. I gave the benefit of the doubt to Matthew Galloway for most of his debut novel, The Metropolis Case, as he constructed a complicated story set in modern New York and 19th century Europe, centered on the world of opera, especially Wagner’s challenging Tristan und Isolde. He connects four main characters to the music, and moves back and forth in time as he draws readers into the story. Along the way, no single character becomes fully developed, and Galloway ends up relying on the devices of a magical serum and coincidences to tie together the missing links of the story. Long on exposition and short on realistic dialogue, the language of the novel seemed heavier than the heldentenor. For a first-time novelist, some of these shortcomings can be overlooked by a patient reader.
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The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google


				
Galloway, Scott


				
****


				
10/17/18


				
Spunky. I’m guessing that Scott Galloway does a terrific job when he teaches at NYU’s Stern School of Business. The writing style in his book titled, The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google, is spunky and entertaining. Given his activity as a serial entrepreneur, he is not your average professor or journalist examining corporations. Readers interested in business are those most likely to enjoy this engaging and thoughtful exploration of four giants of American business. I regret how long it sat on a shelf unread because once I started, I zipped right through the cogent prose and great questions Galloway raises.
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As a Friend


				
Gander, Forrest


				
**


				
2/23/09


				
Opening. Poet Forrest Gander opens his first work of fiction, As a Friend, with a description of childbirth that will tend to lead childless readers to remain so. It’s the birth of protagonist Les to a teenage mother. The structure of As a Friend entails four connected stories, with Les tying them together. Les is a quirky and charismatic individual who works as a land surveyor. His friend, Clay, emulates him and then betrays him. Gander’s descriptive language is poetic throughout this odd book. Les is made larger than life in some respects, almost godlike, and his flaws seem pedestrian and defining at the same time. While married to Cora, Les lives with Sarah. As a Friend is loaded with lamentations, and part of it soars with such emotional intensity that I found I had to pause a while before reading on.  


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Buying a Fishing Rod for My Grandfather


				
Gao, Xingjian


				
**


				
May 05


				
Reflective. Sparse, delicate prose in six stories by Nobel winner. Fine writing and insights lead to prolonged reflection.
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A Fatal Debt


				
Gapper, John


				
***


				
9/4/12


				
Personal. Having read journalist John Gapper’s writing in the Financial Times, I was curious to read his debut novel, A Fatal Debt. While much of the novel’s plot involves the actions of a recently fired bank CEO, Henry Shapiro, financial services represent a backdrop for the novel, not the essence. At its core, this novel explores personal and professional relationships. Protagonist Benjamin Cowper is a psychiatrist who is his own worst enemy. Cowper becomes influenced both by Shapiro’s wife and by the head of the hospital where Cowper is treating Henry, a major donor. I found myself suspending disbelief regularly while Gapper has Cowper behave in ways that kept me asking: “what was he thinking?” The plot moves quickly in the novel, and readers who like story over character depth and who are willing to give a debut novelist a try, should consider this one.
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A Message from Garcia: Yes, You Can Succeed


				
Garcia, Charles Patrick


				
***


				
July 04


				
Initiative. Readers who want to be told how to succeed by self-confident author will find the answers here. Typical nostrums from motivational genre.
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King of Cuba


				
Garcia, Cristina


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Lady Matador's Hotel


				
Garcia, Cristina


				
***


				
2/4/11


				
Guests. We count on good novelists to present us with realistic characters in settings that come to life. Cristina Garcia’s short novel, The Lady Matador’s Hotel, describes six characters at the Hotel Miraflor in the capital city of an unnamed Central American country. In addition to the matadora, Garcia unveils an attorney, a factory owner, a waitress, a colonel and a poet. They have more than the hotel in common. Garcia deftly entangles their lives and stories and does so with wit and poignancy as she brings these interesting and odd characters to life. Readers who can tolerate reading fiction that contains violence, and who can find humor in the midst of oppression and horror are most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Hollow Land


				
Gardam, Jane


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Man in the Wooden Hat


				
Gardam, Jane


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Changing minds : the art and science of changing our own and other people's minds


				
Gardner, Howard


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Good Work: When Excellence and Ethics Meet


				
Gardner, Howard


				
**


				
Apr 02


				
Lessons from professionals in genetics and journalism facing technological or market changes applied to all of us.
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Second to None


				
Garfield, Charles


				
Unread


				
 


				
We peaked reading Garfield’s Peak Performance and haven’t even given this book a chance.


				
Buy @ amazon.com


		

		
				
 


				
The Spare Room


				
Garner, Helen


				
***


				
3/20/09


				
Friendship. Helen Garner masters the challenges of conflicting emotions in her new novel, The Spare Room. Protagonist Helen prepares the spare room in her Melbourne home for the arrival of her friend, Nicola, who will arrive from Sydney for three weeks of cancer therapy. Three weeks could be the blink of an eye, but caregiving turns Helen’s life upside down, and when she feels Nicola is being treated by charlatans, her anger overflows. Nicola surrenders to Helen and other friends while maintaining confidence that she will be cured. Nicola’s expectation of what friends will do seems misplaced, but Helen proves that friends can be true to one another. Any reader who has experienced hospice care or cared for a loved one will likely recognize the range of conflicting emotions that Garner’s characters feel on these finely written pages.
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Radical Evolution


				
Garreau, Joel


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The Politics of Fortune: A New Agenda for Business Leaders


				
Garten, Jeffrey E.


				
**


				
Apr 03


				
Manifesto for CEO Action. 22 “shoulds” for executive involvement in public policy that may raise your blood pressure and stimulate your thinking.
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The Hypomanic Edge: The Bipolar Disorder That Made America the Most Successful Nation in the World


				
Gartner, John D.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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King of the Club: Richard Grasso and the Survival of the New York Stock Exchange


				
Gasparino, Charles


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Operatic. Engaging tale of Grasso’s rise and fall at the New York Stock Exchange, both gossipy and insightful about a charismatic and flawed leader.
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The Sellout: How Three Decades of Wall Street Greed and Government Mismanagement Destroyed the Global Financial System


				
Gasparino, Charles


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Business @ the Speed of Thought


				
Gates, Bill


				
**


				
5/99 


				
If you’re still wondering about the changes that the Internet and networks can bring to companies, go ahead and plod through his book. Gates contributes proceeds from this book to charity.
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Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War


				
Gates, Robert M.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Showing Up for Life: Thoughts on the Gifts of a Lifetime


				
Gates, Sr., Bill


				
***


				
2/25/10


				
Philosophy. Each chapter in Bill Gates, Sr.’s book, Showing Up for Life: Thoughts on the Gifts of a Lifetime, conveys a tidbit of wisdom, a family story, an anecdote that provides a building block in the development of one’s personal philosophy. Each of us decides how we choose to live, and in Showing Up for Life, Mr. Gates makes it clear that some of those decisions are as simple as deciding whether to be present or not. Most decisions, though, involve a sense of purpose or duty. After reading this book, it’s easy to understand why Bill Gates, Jr. looks up to his father, and also easy to understand why philanthropy is of such importance to this family. Any reader who enjoys listening to the wisdom of elders will enjoy this book, and every parent will find something on these pages to emulate in one’s own family.
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Safe


				
Gattis, Ryan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Greater Good: How Philanthropy Drives the American Economy and Can Save Capitalism


				
Gaudiani, Claire


				
***


				
Nov 03


				
Generosity. Have you concluded that America is rich because we are generous? You may increase your charitable giving after reading this book.
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Signals


				
Gautreaux, Tim


				
****


				
3/14/17


				
Ordinary. There’s lots of insight into human nature and behavior in the twenty one short stories in a collection by Tim Gautreaux titled, Signals. With great skill, Gautreaux unveils the ways in which ordinary lives reveal truth about who we are and why we do what we do. Mostly set in Louisiana, the working people in these stories can be found everywhere in the world, and through Gautreaux’ finely written prose and tightly structured stories, we learn about ourselves in the episodes of the authentic lives described in these stories. We live most of lives in very ordinary ways, and there’s always more depth behind what seems on the surface to be all there is.
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The Missing


				
Gautreaux, Tim


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Middle Men


				
Gavin, Jim


				
****


				
6/25/13


				
Insight. The debut collection of seven short stories by Jim Gavin titled, Middle Men, offers readers wisdom, humor and insight into the lives of regular guys. I often finish reading a short story with a dissatisfaction that something was missing. Thanks to Gavin’s fine writing, I enjoyed each of these stories, and came away from each one with a perspective about life as it is lived today, especially by men in California. Readers who like short stories should take a look at this collection, as should those fiction readers who are looking for realistic and believable presentation of the lives of men.
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Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End


				
Gawande, Atul


				
*****


				
11/24/14


				
Questions. Physician and writer Atul Gawande explores end of life care in his book titled, Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End. I expect most of us want a good death, not too soon. Gawande explores how healthcare lets down patients especially at the end of life when actions are taken to stave off death, but end up prolonging suffering and eliminating any consideration of how a patient would like to spend their final days. Asking the right questions of patients and giving them the ability to make better choices is at the core of achieving well-being as defined by the individual. Rather than a cold exploration of the topic, this book presents personal stories, including the end of life care received by Gawande’s father. For most of us, the questions about the quality of life as we approach the end of life can be difficult. Isolation and avoidance of death is not the answer. We can all count on dying. This book can help readers think through what well-being means for each of us and what might constitute a good death.
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Better: A Surgeon’s Notes on Performance


				
Gawande, Atul


				
***


				
June 07


				
Practices. Essay collection provides insight and depth into the practices that can lead to improved medical performance in a variety of areas.
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Complications: A Surgeon’s Notes on an Imperfect Science


				
Gawande, Atul


				
***


				
Aug 02


				
Case stories from skilled writer and senior resident surgeon take readers for an insider and rare view of medicine.
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The Checklist Manifesto: How to Get Things Right


				
Gawande, Atul


				
***


				
3/12/10


				
Protection. Atul Gawande has written another thoughtful book, this one titled, The Checklist Manifesto: How to Get Things Right. In it, Gawande highlights a simple method to provide protection against failure: a checklist. Even the most expert professionals can benefit from help in the form of a structured approach to ensure that communication and engagement occurs among team members working together to achieve results. He examines the way pilots and builders use detailed checklists, and describes how the use of a surgery checklist led to improved results. His writing style allows readers to remain fully engaged, and any expert upon finishing the book, will be hard pressed to conclude that those involved in complex work can get by without a tool like a checklist. Resistance is futile: try a checklist as protection against unintended ineptitude.
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The Ethical Brain


				
Gazzaniga, Michael S.


				
Unread
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Trespassing on Einstein's Lawn: A Father, a Daughter, the Meaning of Nothing, and the Beginning of Everything


				
Gefter, Amanda


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible


				
Geiger, John


				
***


				
12/16/11


				
Hope. There is a phenomenon called “the third man factor” in which many individuals close to death have a sense of someone with them who encourages them to try to get through the experience. Globe and Mail editor John Geiger explores whether this is a scientific mystery or a religious experience in his book, The Third Man Factor: Surviving the Impossible. Through many stories of this phenomenon, mostly from mountain climbing, and an overview of the latest science, Geiger’s writing will engage most readers, especially those with an interest in unusual phenomena and those who like hearing stories about the real experiences of others.  I think that believers are likely to consider the feeling of another presence to be a form of divine intervention. Scientists aren’t likely to find Geiger’s reporting to be compelling.
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Stress Test: Reflections on Financial Crises


				
Geithner, Timothy F.


				
*****


				
6/18/14


				
Choices. I’ve looked forward to reading former Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner’s reflections on the financial crisis. His addition to the views already presented in other books by participants including Hank Paulson and Sheila Bair adds to the perspective that interested readers can gain from hearing from different players. Geithner outlines all the hard choices he and the other key players at the time had to make when facing multiple bad alternatives. Since Hilary Clinton selected “hard choices” as the title for her latest memoir, Geithner settled for Stress Test, a reference to one of the key decisions he made to evaluate the capital position of banks. The writing is straightforward, and he deflects critics often by calling attention to the paucity of alternatives that were proposed. Geithner felt strongly throughout his tenure in government service that he was trying to do the right thing; he was aware that his actions were often misunderstood; and he acknowledges that his communication skills are poor. Thanks to a good ghost writer, he communicates clearly in this book, and whether you agree or disagree with what he did, especially as Treasury Secretary, you’re likely to come away from the book concluding that he presents a cogent case for the hard choices he made.
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Americanism: The Fourth Great Western Religion


				
Gelernter, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Abigail and John: Portrait of a Marriage


				
Gelles, Edith B.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Angler: The Cheney Vice Presidency


				
Gellman, Barton


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. I stopped reading at page 255. The summary was on page 68: “The VP knew what he wanted.”
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The Lightkeepers


				
Geni, Abby


				
****


				
1/28/18


				
Observations. Every forty pages or so, at the beginning of Abby Geni’s novel titled, The Lightkeepers, I took a pause and almost stopped reading. Protagonist Miranda is a nature photographer and she has moved to the Farallon Islands for a year or taking pictures, living with a group of biologists who are observing sea life or birds or the natural environment of this remote location. The setting is depressing, dangerous and ripe for violence. The characters are unappealing and quirky. Since at every juncture, Geni’s well-written prose led me to plod along, I stopped those pauses by the middle of the novel, and the plot momentum kept me engaged to the end, and I finished the novel well-satisfied, especially by the exploration of memory and the method of the biologists to observe, but not interfere. Geni makes all the different levels come together and work.
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In America’s Court


				
Geoghegan, Thomas


				
***


				
Dec 02


				
Quirky. Civil lawyer Geoghegan agrees to help a criminal attorney with a case. Despite a writing style that’s often distracting, Geoghegan’s observations and reflections leaves readers thinking about society.
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Only One Thing Can Save Us: Why America Needs a New Kind of Labor Movement


				
Geoghegan, Thomas


				
****


				
4/11/15


				
Feisty. Labor lawyer Thomas Geoghegan has written a feisty and cogent book titled, Only One Thing Can Save Us: Why America Needs a New Kind of Labor Movement. Few readers will agree with his argument in whole, but his presentation of the argument about the need for a new labor movement is worth reading by any citizen, manager or worker. Geoghegan’s views are firmly held and are informed by his life experience, especially with the clients he’s represented. I laughed and winced at the cases he describes, and I enjoyed the clarity of his prose and the convictions he presents with passion.
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Authentic Leadership: Rediscovering the Secrets to Creating Lasting Value


				
George, Bill


				
*****


				
Oct 03


				
Journey. Outstanding book by former Medtronic CEO, who “gets it.” There are five dimensions to being an authentic leader: understanding why you want to lead, practicing solid values, leading with a heart, establishing connected relationships, and showing self-discipline. Read this book now.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0787969133]


		

		
				
 


				
True North


				
George, Bill


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2008
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The Death of Rex Nhongo


				
George, C.B.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Two of the Deadliest: New Tales of Lust, Greed, and Murder from Outstanding Women of Mystery


				
George, Elizabeth


				
Unread


				
 


				
I read as far as page 168, then lost interest. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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The Art of Rube Goldberg: (A) Inventive (B) Cartoon (C) Genius


				
George, Jennifer


				
Unread


				
 


				
This hefty coffee table book contains more about Rube Goldberg than interested me. Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Heroic Conservatism: Why Republicans Need to Embrace America's Ideals (And Why They Deserve to Fail If They Don't)


				
Gerson, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Who Says Elephants Can’t Dance? Inside IBM’s Historic Turnaround


				
Gerstner, Louis V.


				
****


				
May 03


				
Fandango. Former head of IBM discloses why he took the job, how key decisions were made, and what it took to transform the organization. Well written, insightful, with some “aha” moments for long-time IBM watchers.
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The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation


				
Gertner, Jon


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Athena Doctrine: How Women (and the Men Who Think Like Them) Will Rule the Future


				
Gerzema, John and Michael D’Antonio


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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All the Sad Young Literary Men


				
Gessen, Keith


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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A First-Rate Madness: Uncovering the Links Between Leadership and Mental Illness


				
Ghaemi, Nassir


				
***


				
10/27/11


				
Normal. If you’ve ever thought that someone would have to be nuts to run for political office, there’s a book to give you backup for this view. Psychiatrist Nassim Ghaemi has written A First-Rate Madness: Uncovering the Links Between Leadership and Mental Illness. Ghaemi presents the psychological profiles of certain leaders, mostly political figures, and presents a case showing that individuals with certain mood disorders can be more successful when facing crisis than their “normal” counterparts because of the resilience they have developed in dealing with their own problems. Readers are likely to think of leadership and mental illness in new ways after reading this book. Anyone interested in psychiatry or leadership will likely find this book to be a good reading experience.
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The Preacher and the Presidents


				
Gibbs, Nancy and Michael Duffy


				
***


				
Nov 07


				
Pastoring. TIME writers present the complicated relationships that Billy Graham developed with each U.S. President from Truman through G.W. Bush.  
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The Presidents Club: Inside the World's Most Exclusive Fraternity


				
Gibbs, Nancy and Michael Duffy


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Distrust That Particular Flavor


				
Gibson, William


				
Unread


				
 


				
I sampled a few of the 25 essays in this collection, but was not interested enough to read all of them. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Spook Country


				
Gibson, William


				
***


				
Jan 08


				
Global. Post modern novel increases paranoia. Author pairs virtual art using GPS with criminals and a mysterious cargo container that has the attention of spies and others.  Science fiction meets the evening news.
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1/4/18


				
Anxiety. Not many books provide an opportunity for conversation about mental illness especially among young adults. John Green tackles the topic of anxiety and obsessive-compulsive disorders in his novel titled, Turtles All the Way Down. Protagonist Aza Holmes is a finely drawn character with OCD. The friendships and resilience that are presented in this novel will resonate with many young readers. While Green tugged at my heartstrings in his earlier writing, this time out I found the sentiments fell a bit flat.
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Devil’s Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald Trump, and the Storming of the Presidency


				
Green, Joshua


				
****


				
9/11/17


				
Timing. It was a strange coincidence that I finished reading Joshua Green’s book titled, Devil’s Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald Trump, and the Storming of the Presidency, on the day Steve Bannon was fired from his job at the White House. Journalist Green tells a lively story in this book, and thanks to reading it, I was not at all surprised at Bannon’s brief tenure working inside the Trump administration. Readers with a strong interest in politics are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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The Rise and Fall of Bear Stearns


				
Greenberg, Alan C.


				
***


				
8/7/10


				
Blunt. Ace Greenberg’s memoir, The Rise and Fall of Bear Stearns, fits into the pattern of his earlier book, Memos from the Chairman: blunt, pithy, and sometimes humorous. In this short book (under 200 pages), Greenberg recounts his career without much detail or elaboration. This matter-of-fact style communicates his point of view with great clarity, but leaves readers with more questions than answers. For about half the book, Greenberg refutes the version of events former Bear CEO Jimmy Cayne revealed in House of Cards. The bluntness abounds in those parts. When it came to refuting Cayne’s recollection of his early compensation at the company, Greenberg’s summary was “I think not.” While Greenberg positions himself as above reproach and always interested in merit, employees, shareholders and the survival of the firm, his failure to uncover the character and shortcomings of key executives comes across as nothing short of Shakespearean tragedy.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51tMOxvIOUL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The AIG Story


				
Greenberg, Maurice R. and Lawrence R. Cunningham


				
****


				
7/16/13


				
Robbed. Some readers will know a lot about what led to the bailout of AIG, and others may not know much. Some readers know that former New York Attorney General Elliot Spitzer focused his prosecutorial attention on former AIG Chairman and CEO Hank Greenberg. All readers should be aware that a new book by Greenberg and Lawrence R. Cunningham titled The AIG Story lays out Greenberg’s version of what happened. In summary: Greenberg says he was robbed of his job and of a considerable piece of his fortune. This is a great book for any reader who likes business stories and the practice of management. Greenberg built AIG into a huge and profitable company. He was forced out of that job because of political pressure. Under his successor, the company came to the brink of failure and required a huge government bailout. We may never learn the complete story, but this version of events is interesting and entertaining.
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American Catch: The Fight for Our Local Seafood


				
Greenberg, Paul


				
****


				
8/26/14


				
Health. Eat American seafood. That’s the pitch from Paul Greenberg in his book titled, American Catch: The Fight for Our Local Seafood. He focuses on oysters, shrimp and sockeye salmon, and tells of what happened in the past, what’s being done today, and what needs to be done in the future. This book is a manifesto on the need to ensure the health and integrity of our coastal ecosystems. Greenberg rails on how we export vast amounts of healthy salmon and import less healthy seafood raised abroad. Hence the message: eat American seafood. That’s the practical advice that need not come from a book, but readers interested in public health and public policy are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food


				
Greenberg, Paul


				
***


				
9/22/10


				
Choices. Paul Greenberg presents both problems and alternative solutions in his new book, Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food. Greenberg presents the history and current situation with four fish: salmon, cod, tuna and bass. He explores sustainability and the issue of wild and farmed fish. He presents what he calls four clearly achievable goals for wild fish: a reduction in fishing effort; no-catch areas of the ocean; protect unmanageable species, and protect the bottom of the food chain. This is a readable and informative presentation of an interesting issue. Any reader who’s interested in fish, science or more knowledge about what we eat, will likely enjoy this book.
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America Ascendant: A Revolutionary Nation's Path to Addressing Its Deepest Problems and Leading the 21st Century


				
Greenberg, Stanley B.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Swerve: How the World Became Modern


				
Greenblatt, Stephen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Tyrant: Shakespeare on Politics


				
Greenblatt, Stephen


				
****


				
9/5/18


				
Insights. While I hate the staging of Shakespeare’s plays in non-traditional ways, I love the ways in which those settings reveal the wisdom and insights about life from the plays that cross all time periods. In his book titled, Tyrant: Shakespeare on Politics, Stephen Greenblatt focuses on the ways in which Shakespeare presented tyrants and populism in different plays. With many countries run by autocrats today, the insights about behavior and institutions from this book are timely. Teachers can use this book as another example of why Shakespeare is relevant, and why students should experience a wide range of these works.
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Will in the World: How Shakespeare Became Shakespeare


				
Greenblatt, Stephen


				
***


				
Mar 05


				
Context. Scholar describes factors from his life and times that helped form Shakespeare. Much conjecture and pleasurable reading.
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Supreme Conflict


				
Greenburg, Jan Crawford


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Long Man


				
Greene, Amy


				
*****


				
6/25/14


				
Water. I can’t think of what Amy Greene could have done better in her novel, Long Man. Using fewer than three hundred pages, Greene transports readers to depression-era Tennessee. She adds tension to the plot as a TVA dam is flooding the town of Yuneetah, and some residents, including the strong protagonist, Annie Clyde Dodson, feel so bound to this land that they don’t want to leave. Annie Clyde’s three-year-old daughter, Gracie, goes missing. Heavy rain is causing the river to rise. Multiple characters with their own backstories add to the drama unfolding. Water itself comes to life in this novel as if it, too, were a character. Plot, setting and characters combine so well that it is easy for me to recommend this book. Greene’s lyrical prose put this novel over the top for me, and led me to give it the highest rating.
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The Fabric of the Cosmos: Space, Time, and the Texture of Reality


				
Greene, Brian


				
***


				
Sep 04


				
Weavings. Gifted teacher presents readable understanding of the issues explored in modern Physics, including string theory, the uncertainty principle and evolutionary cosmology. Instructive illustrations and understandable explanations and examples trying to answer, “What is Reality?”
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The Hidden Reality: Parallel Universes and the Deep Laws of the Cosmos


				
Greene, Brian


				
Unread


				
 


				
I guess it stays hidden for me; I never got curious enough to read this one. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Midnight in Siberia: A Train Journey into the Heart of Russia


				
Greene, David


				
****


				
10/15/15


				
People. Some of us enjoy travel because of the pleasure in meeting people a bit different from ourselves. Some books can do that for us without providing jet lag or travel hassles. David Greene tells a story of the people of Russia in his book titled, Midnight in Siberia: A Train Journey into the Heart of Russia. Greene introduces us to people in Russia who are very much like us, and a bit different. He helps us understand those differences through his skill at storytelling. I completed the book with a fresh understanding of the reasons for Putin’s popularity in Russia. Readers interested in Russia or in stories of foreign travel are those most likely to enjoy this book. The pace of the story increases after a shot or two of vodka.
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Insatiable


				
Greene, Gael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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If I Forget You


				
Greene, Thomas Christopher


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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The Headmaster’s Wife


				
Greene, Thomas Christopher


				
****


				
4/24/14


				
Broken. Readers who are comfortable with uncertainty in a novel, and are willing to yield to an author’s blurring of appearances and reality, are those most likely to enjoy reading Thomas Christopher Greene’s literary novel, The Headmaster’s Wife. Arthur appears to be the dignified and stable headmaster of a Vermont prep school, but his behavior seems to indicate someone more troubled, especially after he is found naked in New York’s Central Park. From a variety of current and past memories and points of view, readers learn about the life of Arthur and his wife Betsy. One of my favorite passages (p.215): “And then she realizes that they are more alike than she has imagined. Like her, he is broken. And she thinks perhaps this is what love is: letting someone else see that part of you that shatters like glass. All of us are broken in our own way.” If something in that passage captures your fancy, chances are you’ll enjoy reading this novel.
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Triburbia


				
Greenfeld, Karl Taro


				
***


				
8/27/12


				
Neighbors. Skeptics who think that there have been more than enough novels set in Manhattan should consider reading Karl Taro Greenfield’s take on this genre, his novel titled, Triburbia. Acute social observation in fiction works best when the audience is familiar with the species being described. The Tribeca neighborhood in which Greenfield lives seemed realistic enough be me, and the characters came across as authentic. The quirky presentation of a group of neighbors, linked by geography and the local elementary school, was often comic and frequently entertaining. None of the characters are sufficiently developed, and that’s probably perfect in the context of most neighborhoods: we know some things, but never everything. Fans of Manhattan and clever writing are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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True


				
Greenfeld, Karl Taro


				
****


				
12/6/18


				
Soccer. Athletes of any age will understand the protagonist of Karl Taro Greenfeld’s novel titled, True. Trudy, known as True, loves soccer more than anyone or anything. Her focus at becoming the best player in the world is challenged by her family life. What joy she finds in life comes on the field when she enters the flow of a game. If anyone in your life really, really loves playing a sport, reading this novel will help you understand why.
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Then Everything Changed: Stunning Alternate Histories of American Politics: JFK, RFK, Carter, Ford, Reagan


				
Greenfield, Jeff


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51BGhbBlxZL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Subprimes


				
Greenfield, Karl Taro


				
*****


				
6/10/15


				
Community. Social satire in fiction can often fall flat because of weak characters or barbs that are so sharp that the nuances in life can be lost. One of the best satirical novels I’ve read in a long time is Karl Taro Greenfield’s The Subprimes. In the not-so-distant future, credit scores divide society. Wealth inequality separates the haves from the have nots. Into that setting, Greenfield gives readers a journey, a hero, and an image of the kind of community that can unite instead of divide people. Throughout the novel, Greenfield uses wit to keep the gloom at bay. The gigantic machine used for fracking, for example, is described as fully as any character, and becomes the Goliath of the story. Needless to say, there is a David. The charismatic female hero provides leadership that Greenfield presents with wisdom and insight. Readers who like well-written satire are likely to enjoy this book.
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Washington


				
Greenfield, Meg


				
****


				
08/01


				
Special book, full of fine writing and insight into life, including life in Washington. Read longer review.
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The Lobster Chronicles: Life on a Very Small Island


				
Greenlaw, Linda


				
***


				
Sep 02


				
Well-written stories of interactions with close and distant relations, fellow lobster catchers, neighbors and outsiders.
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The Age of Turbulence: Adventures in a New World


				
Greenspan, Alan


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Charm. Who would have guessed he can communicate clearly? A delight to read this memoir and inside view from former Fed chief. A delight to read whether you loved or hated what he did and what he failed to do.
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The Map and the Territory: Risk, Human Nature, and the Future of Forecasting


				
Greenspan, Alan


				
****


				
9/26/14


				
Lessons. Alan Greenspan muses on the lessons that economists and citizens can draw from the financial crisis of 2008 and its aftermath in his book titled, The Map and the Territory: Risk, Human Nature, and the Future of Forecasting. I got bored trying to get into this book multiple times in recent months, but finally plowed through one afternoon. There’s enough clarity in this book to attract general readers, and enough economic expertise to compare his views with other experts. I found some pleasure in Greenspan’s acknowledgement about how his expectations were not met, and what he learned from the crisis. For any reader who has read the work of other economists in the past decade, there are themes in this book that resonate with what others have also concluded. Fellow nerds who want to listen to the voice of decades of experience will find wisdom and advice on these pages.
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Capitalism in America: A History


				
Greenspan, Alan and Adrian Wooldridge


				
****


				
12/17/18


				
Prosperity. Former Federal Reserve chair Alan Greenspan and journalist and historian Adrian Wooldridge have written an economic history for general audiences titled, Capitalism in America: A History. The core message is no surprise: creative destruction leads to prosperity. Let those forces happen without picking winners and losers.  Avoid protecting jobs and companies whose time has passed, and don’t overregulate. Let the old ways give way to the new. Readers who enjoy history, economics and public policy are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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The Presidential Difference


				
Greenstein, Fred I.


				
***


				
 


				
Princeton politics prof studies leadership characteristics from FDR through Clinton.
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White Ghost Girls


				
Greenway, Alice


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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What Belongs to You


				
Greenwell, Garth


				
****


				
2/16/17


				
Alienation. I added Garth Greenwell’s debut novel titled, What Belongs to You, to my reading queue after it was longlisted for the National Book Award. Within two hundred finely written pages, Greenwell offers a complex psychological novel that he presents using exquisite prose. The narrator is a young American gay man living in Bulgaria teaching English. He visits a public restroom and pays for sex with Mitko, a young Bulgarian man of limited means. Greenwell draws readers into patterns of desire, shame, obsession, loneliness and most of all alienation. However Greenwell does it, love and disgust can be in the same paragraph and a reader can remain interested and involved in this complicated relationship.
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Less


				
Greer, Andrew Sean


				
****


				
9/6/17


				
Fifty. The two hundred and seventy-two pages of Andrew Sean Greer’s novel, Less, move quickly, delivering pleasure to readers on every page. Progatonist Arthur Less is about to turn fifty years old, and he decides to leave the country rather than face this milestone at the same time that his former lover is getting married. Greer’s prose draws us into a deep understanding of Arthur Less, and presents us with a smartly-written, well-told love story. There’s more to Less than first appears.
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Afterparty


				
Gregory, Daryl


				
***


				
8/26/14


				
Pharma. Having read thousands of books, it’s rare for me to be surprised by what a writer can achieve. Daryl Gregory got me to laugh often while reading his novel, Afterparty, especially during its most dystopian passages. Set in the near future, the novel presents the drug named numinous, created as a treatment for schizophrenia. Gregory riffs on the interplay of God and science as well as the nature of religious belief. On top of the themes explored, he structures a mystery, which kept the plot moving. I finished the novel thinking something along the lines of: wasn’t that interesting? Perhaps it would have helped had I taken the right combination of pharmaceuticals to develop empathy for the characters. Instead of empathy, I closed this book and opened another. I suggest reading an excerpt before you dive in, since your reaction depends more on the condition of your brain, not mine.
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Spoonbenders


				
Gregory, Daryl


				
****


				
11/21/17


				
Inheritance. The Telemachus family has members with incredible psychic powers. While Daryl Gregory uses those powers to drive the plot of his novel titled, Spoonbenders, the strength I found in the book comes from the depth of character development and the humor throughout. This is fine storytelling about an interesting family and the care they have for each other. Some readers may become disoriented from the shifts in time and perspective by different characters, but I found all of that to be another part of enjoying a multi-generational family story.
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Dinner With a Perfect Stranger


				
Gregory, David


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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How's Your Faith?: An Unlikely Spiritual Journey


				
Gregory, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The King’s Curse


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
*****


				
2/23/15


				
Dissolution. Readers who have enjoyed The Cousins’ War series by Philippa Gregory are those most likely to enjoy devouring the final 600+ pages of the final book titled, The King’s Curse. The plot is set mostly during the reign of Henry VIII, and we learn about this period from the perspective of the protagonist Margaret Pole, whose life is turned upside down multiple times as she falls out of favor or back in based on the whims of the king and the perceptions of her allegiances. Beyond the dissolution of the monasteries during this period, there was an upheaval in all society as old ways were put to rest and new ways required. Through the perspective of Margaret Pole this period comes to life for any reader interested in historical fiction. I was entertained thoroughly from beginning to end.
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The Kingmaker’s Daughter


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
*****


				
5/3/13


				
Lively. I’m looking for two things when I read historical fiction: a reasonably close adherence to real history, and a presentation of historical characters who come to life through the author’s ability to make them fully rendered personalities. Philippa Gregory does that and more in her novel, The Kingmaker’s Daughter. The War of the Roses period in English history is rife with excitement, and Gregory has written other novels focused on specific characters of the period. In the current book, the focus is primarily on Anne Neville, daughter of Richard, Earl of Warwick, and her sister, Isabel. Richard chooses mates for his daughters hoping that one or the other Neville girl will become Queen of England. Gregory’s 400+ pages of politics, battles, setbacks and advances will entertain any reader who enjoys finely written historical fiction. Most of all, readers will feel that we know many of these characters as individuals and care deeply about what happens to them.
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The Lady of the Rivers


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
***


				
10/27/11


				
Fortune. Philippa Gregory has written another fine historical novel set the time of the War of the Roses. Titled, The Lady of the Rivers, this book presents readers with the life and times of Jacquetta, Duchess of Bedford, and the mother of Elizabeth Woodville, who became the white queen. In what seems like endless war, the wheel of fortune turns for Jacquetta and her family one way or the other every fifty pages or so. Readers are taken up in the vivid description, and the development of characters that makes us feel that we are in that time and those places. Readers who like historical fiction, especially that period of turmoil in England, are those most likely to enjoy this novel. Also, readers who like to see history from a woman’s point of view will find precisely that on these pages.
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The Red Queen


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
***


				
8/25/10


				
Winning. Philippa Gregory’s latest work of historical fiction is titled, The Red Queen, and presents England’s War of the Roses from the perspective of Margaret Beaufort, the mother of Henry Tudor, who went on to be King Henry VII. Everything in this novel is from Margaret’s perspective, and her intense focus on positioning her only son to reign pays off in the end, as she collaborates and schemes to advance him whenever she can. There’s treachery and battles and intrigue on these pages, but in the end, this is a story of a mother’s devotion to her son. I don’t know whether Gregory’s history matches that of scholars of this period, but I found the novel quick to read and generally entertaining.
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The Taming of the Queen


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
****


				
10/26/15


				
Survivor. The narrator and protagonist of Philippa Gregory’s novel, The Taming of the Queen, is Kateryn Parr, the sixth wife of King Henry VIII. Gregory presents Parr as a smart and independent woman of significant accomplishments, who survived the plots by the court to remove her as Queen, and who outlived Henry. The taming referenced in the title involves a personal degradation that reveals aspects of Henry that will disgust many readers. Readers who like historical fiction, especially those with strong female protagonists, are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.  
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The White Princess


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
*****


				
8/27/13


				
Tudor. Readers looking for a fat and juicy historical novel are those most likely to enjoy the latest book from Philippa Gregory titled, The White Princess. Protagonist Elizabeth of York finds her life upended after the battle of Bosworth field. Gregory develops Elizabeth and each historical character with sensitivity to historical facts, a view on speculative theories, and a lively writing style. I find that I enjoy the ways in which well-written historical fiction can help me think about historical figures in a broader way, beyond the few sound bites that I recall of their place in history. Gregory’s fine writing makes me think about these characters as more complete human beings, and her development of them in all their complexity provided me with hours of reading pleasure.  
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Three Sisters, Three Queens


				
Gregory, Philippa


				
****


				
3/2/17


				
Independent. Fans of Philippa Gregory’s historical fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy her latest novel titled, Three Sisters, Three Queens. The women in the title are the two sisters of King Henry VIII, Margaret and Mary, and their sister-in-law, Henry’s first wife, Katherine of Aragon. Narrated by Margaret, the novel draws readers into the dramatic ups and downs in the lives of these three sisters and queens. Fiercely independent and preoccupied with precedence, Margaret comes to life on these pages as a strong woman always striving to make the best decisions as the world around her changes dramatically. By writing fiction, Gregory has the luxury of using her imagination, and by doing lots of research, she draws within the lines of what is likely and probable. However she does it, Gregory writes historical fiction in ways that draw many readers, including this one, to whatever she writes.
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The Soul of Capitalism: Opening Paths to a Moral Economy


				
Greider, William


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Hild


				
Griffith, Nicola


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Knowledge


				
Grimes, Martha


				
****


				
4/23/18


				
Taxi. The twenty-fourth novel in the Richard Jury series by Martha Grimes is titled, The Knowledge. I’m sad to say that this is the first novel by Grimes that I’ve read, and that has been my misfortune. In this installment, a couple is killed leaving a taxi, and the gunman enters the taxi to make his escape. The driver enlists friends to follow him and then follow the killer who leaves the cab after paying a fare with a good tip. By the time Scotland Yard’s Chief Inspector Richard Jury gets on the case, the action has moved from England to Africa. I was totally entertained by so many elements in this finely written detective novel. First, the characters are complex, finely developed, and endearing. The plot is complex, interesting, and paced perfectly. The identification of the murderer and motive come late enough in the book to be well-earned by fans of solving mysteries. Finally, the prose is well written and engages readers on every page. Fans of crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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How I Shed My Skin: Unlearning the Racist Lessons of a Southern Childhood


				
Grimsley, Jim


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Lost Bank: The Story of Washington Mutual-The Biggest Bank Failure in American History


				
Grind, Kirsten


				
****


				
11/8/12


				
Choices. Any reader interested in the financial crisis should read Kirsten Grind’s The Lost Bank: The Story of Washington Mutual-The Biggest Bank Failure in American History. Through lots of interviews and research, Grind digs into the weeds of what happened at Wamu, and finds ways to keep readers engaged and interested in the story of the people and their decisions. This is a story about choices: the selection of people for certain jobs, and the decisions they made. The contrast between two former CEOs was enlightening: Lou Pepper and Kerry Killinger selected choices that made the bank strong in the former case and weak in the latter. I was entertained, captivated, enthralled and angered by this story.  Grind does a great job in bringing a company to life and in explaining a complicated story in a way that all readers can easily understand. 
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A Painted House


				
Grisham, John


				
**


				
03/01


				
Had this been his first novel, he’d still be a lawyer. Clear plot, strained language, writing leaves a lot to be desired. Better than other Grisham novels. Read longer review.
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Bleachers


				
Grisham, John


				
*


				
Dec 03


				
Heroes. Success at high school football isn’t what life is all about. The players and coaches who achieve that success don’t merit hero status. If for some reason you’re interested in that or if you like Grisham’s writing, this book’s for you.
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Calico Joe


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
5/25/12


				
Forgiveness. Baseball provides the backdrop for John Grisham’s latest novel, Calico Joe. This is a book about life-changing moments and the nature of forgiveness. A promising rookie, Joe Castle, gets hit in the head by a pitch and his baseball career ends. Grisham uses that event as a way to explore many relationships and how love and forgiveness become the core of a well-lived life. Obviously, readers who love baseball will enjoy the description of the players and the game in this novel. Any reader who likes novels that illuminate our human nature will enjoy this book.
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Camino Island


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
7/14/17


				
Fitzgerald. John Grisham has stepped out of his usual routine to write a change of pace novel titled, Camino Island. Set mostly in the quiet town of Santa Rosa on Camino Island, Florida, the novel tells the story of the theft of priceless F. Scott Fitzgerald manuscripts from Princeton’s library. Protagonist Mercer Mann had spent time on the island in her youth, and she is now given the chance to return there to work on her unfinished novel. I found a perfect summer breeze, a cold drink, and before I knew it, I fell into reading a moderately paced novel and was well-entertained.
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Ford County


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
3/22/10


				
Story. I enjoyed reading each of the seven short stories in John Grisham’s Ford County. Grisham writes crisply on these pages, providing readers with just the right amount of description and character development. He delivers well-told stories here, with characters that are memorable and situations that reveal the breadth of human behavior. While I have been entertained by some, but not all, of Grisham’s novels, I found these stories to be engaging and entertaining and recommend them to any reader who enjoys a well-written story.
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Gray Mountain


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
11/7/14


				
Mining. I doubt that very many people who make a living from big coal will buy John Grisham’s novel, Gray Mountain, in which he portrays the practices of the coal industry as criminal. Given the visible environmental damage throughout Appalachia, and the problem with West Virginia drinking water last year that drew widespread media attention, there are plenty of readers who don’t make a living from big coal who will find a great story in this novel. Protagonist Samantha Kofer is a young New York commercial real estate attorney who gets furloughed from her law firm in the financial crisis of 2008. She ends up working at a legal aid clinic in Brady, Virginia. Drawn from the headlines, and packed with action, I found myself very well entertained by this novel.
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Playing for Pizza


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Rogue Lawyer


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
11/6/15


				
Cases. Readers who like crime fiction with interesting characters should find pleasure reading the latest novel by John Grisham titled, Rogue Lawyer. Protagonist Sebastian Rudd is the rogue lawyer in the title, and his behavior and legal cases are not what one would expect. Grisham knows how to tell a story, how to develop interesting characters and how to keep readers entertained. I so enjoyed Rudd that I hope Grisham continues to develop him in future novels.
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Skipping Christmas


				
Grisham, John


				
*


				
Jan 02


				
If Jimmy Stewart were alive, he’d recognize Bedford Falls in this sentimental drivel. Unless you really like Grisham or Christmas, take a pass.
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Sycamore Row


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
1/13/14


				
Ensemble. While a handful of characters in John Grisham’s novel, Sycamore Row, were reprised from the earlier book, A Time To Kill, the real success in the new novel is the huge cast of interesting and well-developed cast of complex characters through whom Grisham displays the full range of human motivation and behavior. We’re back at the Clanton courthouse in Ford County three years after the earlier novel, and attorney Jake Brigance gets a new case that will strain racial tensions in the county. The question for the court to resolve involves the settlement of a multi-million dollar estate. Grisham tells a great story in this novel, and I was thoroughly entertained, especially by the quirks of so many of the interesting characters in this book.  
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The Appeal


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
Apr 08


				
Bought. Grisham returns to the law with a better-than-usual novel about a Mississippi judicial election in which the powerful and rich try to ensure that the winning candidate will be sympathetic to their interests.
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The Associate


				
Grisham, John


				
**


				
4/25/09


				
Wasteful. Of all the lawyers presented in John Grisham’s latest legal thriller, The Associate, only one or two are developed enough to engender any reader empathy. While protagonist Kyle McEvoy is presented as if he is a good guy, his behavior will come across to most readers as inconsistent and often conflicted in ways that would reflect multiple personalities rather than an integrated individual. Really smart people, like Kyle and other editors of the Yale Law Review, can do stupid things, but not to the scale on which Kyle has behaved. While I’ve come to anticipate character development shortcomings in Grisham’s novels, the plot of The Associate also left a lot to be desired. Bad guys of unknown origin blackmail Kyle to spy for them at the world’s largest law firm handling a huge lawsuit involving two big defense contractors and a multi-billion dollar contract. Grisham riffs on intelligence gathering and surveillance methods, but uses blunt ways like murder to start and stop plot developments. These plot twists made me laugh at times, and that brought some pleasure to reading The Associate. Consider reading The Associate at a time and place where you can relax and not care a lot, like the beach or on an airplane. Don’t anticipate any insights into our human condition or into the way law is practiced.
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The Brethren


				
Grisham, John


				
*


				
2/00


				
Unless you really love Grisham novels, there's no hurry to read this one.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/5115EAA24BL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Broker


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
Apr 05


				
Chase. A D.C. powerbroker, sprung from the federal pen and sent to Italy for an identity change, uses many skills to elude enemies. Better than recent Grisham offerings.
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The Confession


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
11/18/10


				
Abolition. The stimulating legal issue of interest in John Grisham’s novel, The Confession, is the death penalty. Set in Texas, the plot reveals all the potential weak links in the criminal justice system, and the irreversible consequences when the system kills an innocent person. In the case at the center of the novel, Grisham uses a heavy hand rather than nuance to present the flaws of the system: a coerced confession; a prosecutor and judge with conflicts of interest; disengaged appeals justices; a governor whose interest is politics, not justice. Grisham’s characters are more caricature than recognizable people. Honest professionals in the criminal justice system will be offended by Grisham’s extreme case. Any reader will come away from this novel with a single conclusion: the death penalty makes no sense and should be abolished. Readers who like novels with a clear point of view will like this book, as will those who prefer plot over character.
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The King of Torts


				
Grisham, John


				
*


				
Mar 03


				
Reform. Warning: this book only worth reading by rabid Grisham fans or people who want to read whatever’s popular. Weak characters, poor dialogue. It’s all here.
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The Last Juror


				
Grisham, John


				
**


				
Feb 05


				
Character. Often tedious novel of rural Southern life in the 1970s, long on local color, and short on the real story of racism and power.
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The Litigators


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
11/18/11


				
Cheery. Many of John Grisham’s novels have been ponderous or overly dramatic, with odd dialogue and predictable plots. The Litigators is lighthearted with endearing characters (even the lawyers), realistic dialogue and a well-paced plot. I found myself rooting for protagonist David Zinc, and genuinely interested in how things would turn out. Maybe it was the Chicago setting that made the characters come alive with their Midwestern authenticity. Readers who have given up on Grisham should give this one a try.
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The Racketeer


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
11/8/12


				
Planning. It’s tough to present a jailed attorney as a heroic figure, but that’s what John Grisham pulls off in his novel, The Racketeer. Malcolm Bannister resides in a federal prison in the fifth year of a ten-year sentence he feels he received unjustly for his involvement in a money laundering scheme. After a federal judge is murdered, Bannister knows who the murderer is, and the plot of the novel involves the intricate plan Bannister develops and executes to extract revenge on the government and reward for himself. Grisham presents a great protagonist in this novel, and a plot that can entertain any reader who likes this genre.
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The Reckoning


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
12/6/18


				
Secrets. Some readers like popular authors to stay in a narrow lane and expect legal thrillers from John Grisham. His latest novel titled, The Reckoning, contains a legal case and more and may test those loyal readers who may not enjoy the “more” part. A large section of the novel is historical fiction, especially about the Bataan Death March. A third aspect of the novel involves the deep exploration of family dynamics. I think the third was the most important one for Grisham, since he ends the novel (no spoiler) with these words: “what a family.” Family dynamics involved keeping secrets from each other, with dramatic consequences. The energy in the novel comes from the ways in which Grisham draws us into the lives of a lot of family members. The plot momentum comes from the progress of legal cases with major consequences for the family. I enjoyed all aspects of the novel: the history, the trials, and the family dynamics, and I am pleased that Grisham veered outside the narrow lane with this book.
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The Rooster Bar


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
11/3/17


				
Caper. My guess is that John Grisham had a lot of fun writing his novel titled, The Rooster Bar. Readers who can overlook some clunky writing may have fun reading it. Three third-year law students face the reality that their job prospects after getting a degree from a bottom-tier school won’t generate the income they need to repay massive student loans. What follows is a caper to reveal a scam by a wealthy lawyer, to commit felonies, and to change their lives. The more preposterous the behavior of the three protagonists, the more fun their exploits became.
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The Summons


				
Grisham, John


				
*


				
Mar 02


				
Typical Grisham weak character development and clumsy dialogue. Less of a page turner than his earlier books.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0385503822]


		

		
				
 


				
 The Testament


				
Grisham, John


				
***


				
6/99 


				
Recommended as a perfect vacation novel.
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The Whistler


				
Grisham, John


				
****


				
11/22/16


				
Judge. There may be very few corrupt judges in the United States, but the one John Grisham presents in his novel titled, The Whistler is a doozie. I found a lot to like in this novel: interesting characters, a complicated and fast-paced plot, and minimal moralizing by Grisham. Readers who like a good story that features a battle between the good guys and the bad guys are those most likely to enjoy reading this entertaining novel.
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The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and Islam


				
Griswold, Eliza


				
Unread


				
 


				
I reached page 36 and lost interest. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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The Explanation for Everything


				
Grodstein, Lauren


				
****


				
12/12/13


				
Belief. Fiction often reminds us that people behave in unexpected ways that often seem irrational to others. In her novel, The Explanation for Everything, Lauren Grodstein riffs on the theme of belief in God. Protagonist Andy Waite teaches college biology and is looking for a grant to study the effect of alcohol on the brains of rats. He’s grieving the accidental death of his wife, and struggling to be a better parent. He teaches a course titled “There Is No God,” which has been Andy’s view. Grodstein maintains distance from the subject of belief, siding neither with believers nor with atheists. She presents all characters with flaws and poor behavior. While I felt a stretch in how some characters changed to or away from belief quite quickly, I found the characters interesting and her writing engaging.
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Arcadia


				
Groff, Lauren


				
*****


				
1/4/13


				
Hope. I loved the exquisite prose in Lauren Groff’s novel, Arcadia. Here’s a sample of one sentence I read twice: “He thinks of the rotten parachute they played with as kids in Arcadia: they hurtle through life aging unimaginably fast, but each grasps a silken edge of memory that billows between them and softens the long fall.” If you like that sentence, chances are you’ll like the whole book which presents protagonist Bit Stone, who was born in an upstate New York commune named Arcadia. Groff presents his life from the late 1960s to 2018. The commune was built on hope, and Bit’s hope survives great upheaval. This story of family and community was a great start for me to a new year of rewarding reading.
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Fates and Furies


				
Groff, Lauren


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Structure. Of all the books I’ve read this year, Laruen Groff’s Fates and Furies led me to believe that I am smarter than I really am. While reading this finely written novel, I believed I was understanding her finely crafted wordplay. I thought I understood the components of Greek tragedy at play. The structure of the novel presents versions of a marital relationship: his version in the fates part, and her version in the furies section. As in many marriages, the husband tends to be a bit clueless, while the wife is in command of everything that matters. His version and her version seem like very different relationships. I even thought I “got” the third element of the structure: the equivalent of a Greek chorus which Groff sets off in bracketed text. Things are not as they appear, I’ve considered upon reflection. This novel is not a meditation on marriage, and not necessarily a Greek tragedy. It may be more or less than what I think it is. As of today, I see this novel as a reflection on the consequences of dishonesty. Secrets long held become the means of vengeance. Perhaps the original sins led to a life founded on lies and could become nothing more or less than it was. I marvel at Groff’s prose and the way she structured the novel. I’m confident that I’m not nearly as smart as I thought I was, nor am I clueless. Read this novel for yourself and you may see what I mean.
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Florida


				
Groff, Lauren


				
****


				
7/12/18


				
Descriptive. Fans of short stories are those readers most likely to enjoy the eleven finely crafted ones in a collection by Lauren Groff titled, Florida. She uses atmospheric descriptive language to embellish setting, character and mood, all the while working within the constraints of the genre. Most of the stories are set in Florida, and Groff finds ways to connect us to that place in many different dimensions. There’s wildness and conflict that will delight those readers who enjoy great writing.
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I Rose Like a Rocket: The Political Education of Theodore Roosevelt


				
Grondahl, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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How Doctors Think


				
Groopman, Jerome


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Anatomy of Hope: How People Prevail in the Face of Illness


				
Groopman, Jerome


				
***


				
June 04


				
Scientific. Three approaches: Dr. Groopman’s patients’ stories; his own debilitating back injury; and how science is learning more about mind-body connections. Realistic hope can help us live longer and better.
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Your Medical Mind: How to Decide What Is Right for You


				
Groopman, Jerome and Pamela Hartzband


				
***


				
12/16/11


				
Anecdotes. Doctors Jerome Groopman and Pamela Hartzband present an array of personal and patient anecdotes in their book, Your Medical Mind: How to Decide What Is Right for You. I found that this book was less helpful to me in deciding what is right for me medically, but very useful in understanding how different people have made decisions for themselves. In some ways after reading this book, I feel better capable of making certain medical decisions. In other ways, I feel that I will be caught in some cognitive traps when the time comes to make key decisions. Readers who are interested in medical treatment decisions are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Sad Desk Salad


				
Grose, Jessica


				
**


				
12/18/12


				
Lighthearted. Jessica Grose’s debut novel, Sad Desk Salad, is a humorous excursion into the out-of-balance and conflicted life of a blogger. Protagonist Alex Lyons writes a gossip blog for the site Chick Habit. The pressure of feeding the blog with new posts leads Alex to bathe irregularly, dress in a dirty muumuu and eat a salad at her home desk when she has time to eat. She hopes her audience of women at work eating their own sad desk salads will generate lots of hits, especially for her lunchtime posts, because she fears losing her job. Her relationships experience the impact of her stress as she addresses the concerns of how much privacy the web allows. I found this novel to be funny in many places, while the subject matter allowed for a degree of seriousness. I expect the target audience for the novel is young women, so readers in that demographic should certainly sample an excerpt to see if this style is to your taste. For an older guy, this was not humorous enough to rate a recommendation for humor. If it is satire or parody, I didn’t get it. I was mildly entertained as Grose took me in a lighthearted way into a world I know little about and to characters for whom I developed no empathy.  
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Better, Stronger, Faster: The Myth of American Decline . . . and the Rise of a New Economy


				
Gross, Daniel


				
Unread
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Pop! Why Bubbles Are Great for the Economy


				
Gross, Daniel


				
***


				
May 08


				
Infrastructure. Lively and counterintuitive argument on how some bubbles have left behind usable commercial infrastructure, and so can be good for the economy.
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740 Park: The Story of the World’s Rchest Apartment Building


				
Gross, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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All I Did Was Ask


				
Gross, Terry


				
Unread
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Crooked


				
Grossman, Austin


				
****


				
10/26/15


				
Magic. I’ve found non-fiction accounts of Richard Nixon to leave me with confusion and questions about his behavior and motivation in his public and private life. I felt much clearer with the alternative fictional Nixon presented by Austin Grossman in his novel titled, Crooked. In this book, Nixon is a hero, and as narrator, he removes his mask to reveal what forces led him to do what he did throughout his life. To whatever extent you’re willing to suspend disbelief and are open to the notion of Nixon as America’s savior, you are likely to love or hate this novel.
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Soon I Will Be Invincible


				
Grossman, Austin


				
Unread
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A Horse Walks into a Bar


				
Grossman, David


				
****


				
6/16/17


				
Standup. After I finished reading David Grossman’s novel titled, A Horse Walks into a Bar, I was as physically drained as I am after a heavy workout at the gym. The structure of the novel covers one night, the bulk of which we observe as protagonist Doveleh Greenstein performs a standup comedy routine for an audience in Netanya. Dov’s shtick is funny at times, but he is not an endearing character, and much of his humor is dark. I might have been one of the audience members to leave the show. Personal reflections on his life get darker as he describes life with a Holocaust survivor mother and a detached father. Grossman won the Man Booker International Prize for this novel.  My guess is that the raw, unremitting truth and the efficient writing appealed to the judges who recognized Grossman’s great skill. Get a good rest before reading this novel, because Dov leaves everything on the stage before he ends his standup and being an audience member listening to him can become physically draining.
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The Encyclopedia of Chicago


				
Grossman, James R. (ed)


				
Unread
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The Magican’s Land


				
Grossman, Lev


				
*****


				
8/21/14


				
Mending. The Magicans trilogy comes to a very satisfying conclusion with Lev Grossman’s novel, The Magican’s Land. The first novel presented a coming of age story, and the second a quest for meaning. In the third novel, we find protagonist Quentin Coldwater as an adult who has been thrown out of Fillory and fired from his job at Brakebills. Quentin learns that what he is best at is the skill of mending, and it is his behavior as an adult that completes this trilogy so effectively. Grossman tells a great story in this novel and in the trilogy, and any fan of fiction, no matter what genre, will likely find pleasure in this story.
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The Magician King


				
Grossman, Lev


				
***


				
9/23/11


				
Quest. It’s a challenge to find decent writing in fantasy fiction geared to adult audiences. Lev Grossman offers good writing in his second Fillory book titled, The Magican King. Readers are more likely to enjoy this book after reading the earlier novel, The Magicians. While the first book focused on coming of age with special skills, this one pays attention to finding purpose in life, and most of the four hundred pages involve a quest that will keep most readers well-entertained. Grossman’s main characters are recognizable to modern readers as friends and neighbors, just ones who are doing remarkable things. Fans of this genre are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Magicians


				
Grossman, Lev


				
***


				
9/21/09


				
Story. One reason for reading fiction is to listen to a well-told story. Lev Grossman tells a story quite well with his new novel, The Magicians. The book may fall into a genre of its own: fantasy for adults who rarely read fantasy. Protagonist Quentin Coldwater leaves his family in Brooklyn to attend college at the mysterious Brakebills Academy where he has been selected for an education in magic. At some points of the story, the characters and action felt like normal college life. The magical land of Fillory, and the exploits of Quentin and others in that land remind readers regularly of how different a world Grossman has created. The characters are delightful, there’s plenty of conflict between good and evil, and no matter how magical the setting, the relationships seem real. If you can overcome any aversion to fantasy novels for adults, you’re likely to enjoy The Magicians.
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Swimming Across: A Memoir


				
Grove, Andrew S.


				
***


				
Aug 03


				
Immigration and Naturalization. The charming story of the early life of Intel CEO Andy Grove with life lessons for all readers. From his birth through his arrival in America following the Hungarian Revolution.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0446679704]


		

		
				
 


				
The Good Son


				
Gruber, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51iS-MrAlCL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Return


				
Gruber, Michael


				
****


				
1/21/14


				
Expiation. The protagonist of Michael Gruber’s novel, The Return, may well be the most fully formed complex character that I’ve enjoyed in a novel in many years. Richard Marder is a book editor who is reconciled to dying from an inoperable brain tumor. The manner in which he places his affairs in order provides the plot for a thrilling novel. Marder buys a home in the Mexican town where his late wife and her family lived. His plan is to bury his wife’s ashes in her hometown. He travels to Mexico with a Vietnam War comrade, Patrick Francis Skelly, and they find themselves in the middle of conflict between two drug cartels. Gruber presents alternating peace and violence in Marder with great care, and the kindness and benevolence Marder shows to the people of the community provides an added level of depth. Marder’s daughter, Carmel, leaves her doctoral program at MIT and tracks him down in Mexico, joining his effort to build a sustainable community free from the violence of the criminals. The tension remains taut throughout the novel which will appeal to those readers who enjoy thrillers.
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The Hanging Tree


				
Gruley, Brian


				
Unread
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Starvation Lake


				
Gruley, Bryan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009. By page 41, I still wasn’t engaged, so I gave up.
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Aftershock


				
Gruman, Jessie


				
Unread
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Cast of Shadows


				
Guilfoile, Kevin


				
***


				
Oct 05


				
Vengeance. First-rate debut novel will entertain most readers with a suspenseful tale of cloning, unintended consequences, a parallel online gaming world, and a person who wants to avenge the death of a loved one.  
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The Thousand


				
Guilfoyle, Kevin


				
***


				
2/18/11


				
Musical. I’m undecided after reading Kevin Guilfoyle’s second novel, The Thousand, if there is more to it than meets the eye, or less. Protagonist Canada Gold (Nada) has an experimental neurostimulator that was implanted in her brain to relieve ADHD, and as a consequence of the stimulation she has increased perceptual powers. A group of Pythagoreans called The Thousand want to retrieve the device to use for their own purposes, and they are divided into competing forces, the acusamati and mathamatici. Nada’s father was a musician who was murdered, and his manuscript which was his finished version of Mozart’s Requiem in D Minor, has been missing. A flawed and diligent Chicago detective provides color, as does Nada’s boyfriend. In some respects Guilfoyle has written a symphony in prose: there are motifs that come and go, and movements that are slower or faster. When I closed the last page, I put the book down and thought, “now what was that all about?” I’m still unsure of the answer. Readers who like a good puzzle, and novels with interesting characters are those most likely to enjoy this thriller.
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French Women Don't Get Fat


				
Guiliano, Mireille


				
***


				
May 05


				
Grande. Veuve Clicquot CEO shares her life story and personal dietary habits and recipes (top quality, seasonal, small portions). Read review and discover our purveyor of Belgian chocolate.
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French Women for All Seasons


				
Guiliano, Mireille
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Women, Work & the Art of Savoir Faire: Business Sense & Sensibility


				
Guiliano, Mireille


				
***


				
10/24/09


				
Mentoring.  The latest book by former Veuve Clicquot CEO Mireille Guiliano is titled, Woman, Work & The Art of Savoir Faire: Business Sense and Sensibility. In this entertaining book, she offers her personal experience as a mentoring opportunity, especially for women in business. Each of her stories makes a key point. She offers practical, plain-spoken advice, all based on her own experience. While aimed at women, much of her advice applies to men (if we are willing to read and pay attention). Any reader who thinks he or she would benefit from the experience of a mentor who was a successful executive will find something useful on the pages of Woman, Work & The Art of Savoir Faire. Someone young and inexperienced is more likely to find this book to be of practical benefit; others may find some entertainment value in the stories Guiliano shares.
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No Rest for the Dead


				
Gulli, Andrew F. and 25 other authors


				
***


				
8/23/11


				
Serial. Writing is usually a solitary experience, and many readers can recognize a writer’s style from a sample. In a break from that consistency, Andrew Gulli assembled over two dozen writers to contribute chapters to a mystery titled, No Rest for the Dead. The result is something like improv: the pleasure of a unique voice, riffing with other voices and assembling a shared piece of art that brings enjoyment. I sampled some chapters trying to guess the writer before seeing his or her name, and I had a lot of lucky guesses. For most readers, then, this may be a chance to see the work of many favorite writers in a single book. The mystery itself was pretty good, and considering the challenges of multiple writers, wrapped up in a satisfying way.
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Faith and Fortune: The Quiet Revolution to Reform American Business


				
Gunther, Marc


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1400048931]


		

		
				
 


				
Nation of Secrets


				
Gup, Ted


				
Unread
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Monday Mornings


				
Gupta, Sanjay


				
**


				
8/6/12


				
Lessons. Sanjay Gupta, the doctor who appears on CNN regularly, has written a medical novel about the lessons that come from morbidity and mortality conferences at medical facilities. Monday Mornings relates some case studies through poorly developed characters and a didactic writing style. I finished this novel wishing that he had written about real cases or made the characters of the novel more fully realized.
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American Transcendental


				
Gura, Philip F.


				
Unread
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Local Souls


				
Gurganus, Allan


				
Unread
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Fired!


				
Gurwitch, Annabelle


				
*


				
May 06


				
Boring. Some witty, mostly boring stories from famous and interesting people about their experience of being fired. Chances are you’ve heard better stories from friends and neighbors.
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Leeway Cottage


				
Gutcheon, Beth


				
Unread
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East of the Mountains


				
Guterson, David


			

		





	
DNR



				
Sep 02


				
Superficial chronicle of stupid things companies did by author with juvenile potty mouth writing style.
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Asia's Cauldron: The South China Sea and the End of a Stable Pacific


				
Kaplan, Robert D.


				
Unread
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Warrior Politics: Why Leadership Demands a Pagan Ethos


				
Kaplan, Robert D.


				
**


				
Apr 02


				
150-page timely and thoughtful essay on how the lessons of the past via the likes of Machiavelli, Hobbes and Kant, influences how America conducts itself with global adversaries.
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Fear Your Strengths: What You Are Best at Could Be Your Biggest Problem


				
Kaplan, Robert E. and Robert B. Kaiser


				
Unread
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The Strategy-Focused Organization: How Balanced Scorecard Companies Thrive in the New Business Environment


				
Kaplan, Robert S.


				
****


				
10/01


				
Best articulation of the Balanced Scorecard so far. Replete with clear examples.
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Strategy maps : converting intangible assets into tangible outcomes


				
Kaplan, Robert S. and David P. Norton


				
Unread
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What to Ask the Person in the Mirror: Critical Questions for Becoming a More Effective Leader and Reaching Your Potential


				
Kaplan, Robert Steven


				
Unread
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Travels with Herodotus


				
Kapuscinski, Ryszard
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The Chosen


				
Karabel, Jerome
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Life 2.0 : how people across America are transforming their lives by finding the where of their happiness 


				
Karlgaard, Rich


				
***


				
Nov 04


				
Drummers. Novice small plane pilot and Forbes publisher Karlgaard travels across America to introduce readers to people who live in locations that may seem unusual for many readers but create ways of living large for the subjects.
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The Invoice


				
Karlsson, Jonas


				
*****


				
9/23/16


				
Accounting. What’s in your wallet? What makes you happy? Jonas Karlsson explores the subject of happiness in his novel titled, The Invoice. An entity named World Resources Distribution has sent invoices to every citizen. The amount due reflects an accounting of the individual’s experienced happiness quotient. The happier one’s life has been, the larger sum that is due. The protagonist in the novel has received a huge bill and he has no ability to pay the bill. When he protests the invoice, an examination of his life leads to a new computation, reflecting that his happiness has been so great that his invoice was originally too small, not too large. Readers of this novel will never again think of the cost of living in the same way. Most readers will also reflect on one’s own happiness long after the last page of the novel has been turned. I found this novel to be clever, thought-provoking and compact enough to read in one or two sittings, and I highly recommend it to any reader who enjoys a blend of creativity, humor and profoundity.
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Ultra Marathon Man: Memoir Of An Extreme Endurance Athlete


				
Karnazes, Dean


				
Unread
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The Maze


				
Karnezis, Panos


				
Unread
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Cherry


				
Karr, Mary


				
***


				
 


				
Memoir of coming of age in Houston. Parents of adolescents will enjoy, as will baby boomer contemporaries of the author.
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Lit: A Memoir


				
Karr, Mary


				
****


				
4/8/10


				
Recovery. Mary Karr’s new memoir, Lit, continues to tell in finely crafted language the story of her dysfunctional life. I found myself rapidly turning these pages as she falls under the spell of alcoholism and eventually marches down the road to recovery. Hers is a lively story, packed with a bounty of issues and relationships, past and present. Smart, troubled artists can captivate our attention. In Lit, Karr does that in a masterly way, and I found that in some ways as she began recovery, I felt a restoration of my own.
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The Art of Memoir


				
Karr, Mary


				
***


				
2/15/16


				
Specialty. Mary Karr is a great writer and acclaimed teacher, and she offers both those skills to readers of her book titled, The Art of Memoir. For anyone interested in writing a memoir, this book will provide either encouragement or despair. For those readers who love fine writing, this book offers insight into why the memoir can be a success or a failure. I read this quickly and came away with this conclusion for me: I like to read Karr’s memoirs more than I like to absorb her lessons.
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Make Your Own Luck: Success Tactics You Won’t Learn in Business School


				
Kash, Peter Morgan


				
**


				
Jun 02


				
Motivational stories from Kash’s life and others. Interesting and upbeat. Good section on values.
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The Taker


				
Katsu, Alma


				
**


				
9/14/11


				
Story. Over almost 450 pages of her debut novel, The Taker, Alma Katsu weaves a good story that kept me interested throughout. I closed the book with the feeling that character development was weak, and the supernatural elements may appeal best to those readers who enjoy tales outside the scope of one’s own experience. At its heart, this novel is a love story injected with betrayal and redemption. Katsu’s prose presents vivid descriptions of past and present settings. Readers willing to take a chance on a new author, and those who like imaginative fiction in the spirit of Edgar Allen Poe will find this novel to be a good choice.
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Dog Days: Dispatches from Bedlam Farm


				
Katz, Jon


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Harmony. Not just a dog story, but graceful writing about the search for harmony among people, animals, and with the land on a farm in upstate New York.
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Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins of Our Time


				
Katznelson, Ira


				
Unread
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The Gunners


				
Kauffman, Rebecca


				
***


				
6/2/18


				
Friends. In a novel titled, The Gunners, by Rebecca Kauffman, childhood friends who formed a close-knit group reunite in their early thirties. Through the combination of an intense weekend together when they return to Lackawanna for the funeral of a group member who committed suicide and flashbacks to their childhood, Kauffman develops each character and tells their individual and shared stories, revealing surprises for these friends. Initial impressions of these individuals change during the course of the novel, often in surprising ways, and the power of memories that lasted decades packs a wallop.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Of Money and Markets: A Wall Street Memoir


				
Kaufman, Henry


				
****


				
8/00


				
Economic history at its best. Kaufman’s writing is careful and clear. Highly recommended.
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Soros: The Life and Times of a Messianic Billionaire


				
Kaufman, Michael T.


				
***


				
Oct 02


				
Applied Philosophy. All his life, Soros tried to apply a philosophy that he was also refining and defining. Kaufman takes readers on a journey that observes and explores this complicated man, and creates the image of a complex and complicated character.
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The Long Room


				
Kay, Francesca


				
***


				
3/23/17


				
Listeners. Patient readers are those most likely to enjoy reading Francesca Kay’s novel titled, The Long Room. This book is a character study of protagonist Stephen Donaldson who works as a listener for a British spy agency called the Institute. He and his workplace colleagues are divided into units and work in a long room. His obsession with the wife of a subject of his listening breaks him away from his numbing routine and leads him eventually to a radical change in his life. The pacing of the novel is often very slow, and some readers will long for more action and momentum. I found Kay’s insight into the mind of this interesting character brought me satisfaction enough to offset some tedium.
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Other People's Money: The Real Business of Finance


				
Kay, John


				
*****


				
11/20/15


				
Vision. Any reader with an interest in finance and a belief in the power of ideas should read John Kay’s finely written book titled, Other People’s Money: The Real Business of Finance.  Kay presents a vision to restructure the finance industry summarized as follows: “It is time to get back to work: the serious and responsible business of managing other people’s money.” Kay’s perspective shows how finance has strayed in recent decades, and he proposes the following: “It is possible to have a smaller, simpler financial services system that is better adapted to the needs of the non-financial economy – to achieve an efficient payment system, effective capital allocation, greater economic stability, security in planning and managing our personal finances and justified confidence in the people who advise us.” (p.290) I enjoyed Kay’s clear thinking and cogent writing.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Confidence Code: The Science and Art of Self-Assurance---What Women Should Know


				
Kay, Katty and Claire Shipman


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Thomas Paine and the Promise of America


				
Kaye, Harvey J.


				
***


				
Oct 05


				
Aspirations. Despite recent quotes from Paine used by those who disagree with his politics, readers of this work will realize that much of what was radical about freedom and equality in the 18th century remains radical today, and the promise of America remains attainable.
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American Dreamers: How the Left Changed a Nation


				
Kazin, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Madness, Love, and the History of the World from the Periodic Table of the Elements


				
Kean, Sam


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons: The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery


				
Kean, Sam


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Without Precedent: The Inside Story of the 9/11 Commission


				
Kean, Thomas H., and Lee. H. Hamilton


				
***


				
Nov 06


				
Processes. Co-chairs of 9/11 commission tell how they got their work done: in public, behind the scenes, and in the media. Fingers pointed directly at those who blocked or delayed the work.
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Fever


				
Keane, Mary Beth


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Cult of the Amateur


				
Keen, Andrew


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Internet Is Not the Answer


				
Keen, Andrew


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Measuring the World


				
Kehlmann, Daniel


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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You Should Have Left


				
Kehlmann, Daniel


				
****


				
10/13/17


				
Spooky. Most readers can complete reading Daniel Kehlmann’s novel titled, You Should Have Left, in a single sitting, unless it’s a dark Halloween night, and you’re a little spooked already, or if you are staying in an old house that makes a lot of sounds at night. Then, stop reading and wait for the light of day to finish this finely written story of a family spending seven days in a house rented online. As the title indicates, they have been warned away from this house, and as one would anticipate with horror tales, they do not listen. Don’t read alone.
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Flea Circus: A Brief Bestiary of Grief


				
Keifetz, Mandy


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Liberty: A Lake Wobegon Novel


				
Keillor, Garrison


				
***


				
Dec 08


				
Constraints. While not as funny as earlier novels, this one encourages us to laugh at ourselves and the constraints we create on our own and in our relationships.  
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Love Me


				
Keillor, Garrison


				
**


				
Oct 03


				
Ups and Downs. Spotty novel of Minnesota writer who produces a hit, moves to New York, and discovers failure. Touching at times, hilarious now and again, tedious after a while.
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Pilgrims: A Wobegon Romance


				
Keillor, Garrison


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Pontoon: A Novel of Lake Wobegon


				
Keillor, Garrison


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Foibles. Freed from the constraints of radio episodes, Keillor can expand with abandon on the foibles of human behavior. This novel is a celebration of living life to the fullest, no matter where that leads us.
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Comedy in a Minor Key


				
Keilson, Hans


				
****


				
5/29/11


				
Refuge. Even the busiest reader who has no time for a novel can spend a few minutes reading a finely written novel by Hans Keilson titled, Comedy in a Minor Key. This closely written short novel was first published in 1947, and the first English translation came out last year. Set in Holland during World War II, Keilson tells of a young couple who hid a Jewish perfume salesman in their house to avoid Nazi persecution. His refuge becomes their new life, and turns ironic when he dies, and they realize they have become vulnerable themselves. Much of life can be absurd, and Keilson captures the nuances with precision in this finely written novel, as timely now as it was sixty years ago.
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Who Moved My BlackBerry?


				
Kellaway, Lucy


				
***


				
July 06


				
Officious. Author provides book length version of her funny Financial Times column, and takes readers on a year-long fad hopping trip with Martin Lukes, a version of whom can be found in any office.
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A Killing in the Hills


				
Keller, Julia


				
***


				
8/21/12


				
Unraveling. Mystery readers are likely to love three things about Julia Keller’s debut novel, A Killing in the Hills: well-developed characters; descriptive setting that comes alive through finely written prose; and the expectation that this will be the first in a series featuring protagonist Bell Elkins. In this novel, Elkins’ teenaged daughter, Carla, witnesses a triple homicide. Because of her role as county prosecutor, Bell has both a professional and personal stake in how the crime gets solved. Keller uses the backdrop of the West Virginia hills as a context for the ups and downs in this mother-daughter relationship, and to keep the tension of the story taut. Readers willing to give debut novels a shot should move this one toward the top of the list.
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Bitter River


				
Keller, Julia


				
****


				
1/6/14


				
Loyalty. The second novel by Julia Keller to feature Bell Elkins, the prosecuting attorney of Raythune County, West Virginia, is titled, Bitter River. Many of the interesting characters in this novel exhibit loyalty, especially to family members. Mystery lovers will enjoy the red herrings that Keller dangles before readers, and this novel will also appeal to those readers who are unhurried and enjoy getting to know the characters and the setting of a novel. Keller excels at these three elements: character, setting and continuity with the previous novel in this series. While either novel can be read on its own, readers of both can enjoy the connections and continuity. I’ve enjoyed Keller’s writing, and look forward to the next novel in this series. I’ve become as loyal as some of her characters.
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Fast Falls the Night


				
Keller, Julia


				
****


				
6/2/18


				
Overdose. In the sixth installment of the Bell Elkins series by Julia Keller, a novel titled, Fast Falls the Night, the author turns her focus to the drug problem in Acker’s Gap, West Virginia. Most of the tension in the novel involves trying to track down the source of a batch of tainted heroin that’s killing people. Bell is also considering an offer to leave town and join a law firm. Keller leaves readers with a cliffhanger, so fans will anxiously await another installment to find out what happens.
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Last Ragged Breath


				
Keller, Julia


				
****


				
2/25/16


				
Coal. Julia Keller plays me like a fiddle. Just when I expected that the fourth installment in her Bell Elkins series of mystery novels set in West Virginia would be on cruise control, Keller offers her best novel yet titled, Last Ragged Breath. Having proven how well she does character, plot and descriptive language that keeps an intelligent reader engaged, she finally reveals the story of coal in this part of the world. She does it ruthlessly and with great skill, approaching a preachy tone only once or twice. She really finds a way to express what home can mean, and how callous behavior by companies can destroy communities. Readers of the series will likely love this one, and new readers can either start here or read from the beginning.
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Sorrow Road


				
Keller, Julia


				
***


				
12/9/16


				
Secrets. The fifth novel in the series by Julia Keller featuring protagonist Bell Elkins is titled, Sorrow Road. Fans of the series will enjoy the reprisal of familiar characters, but may find a little less of Bell in this installment than in earlier novels. Keller covers that void with a plot covering two time periods and a broad exploration of the issues of memory and remembrance. Set as always in Acker’s Gap, West Virginia, the location comes alive thanks to Keller’s descriptive language. Readers who like mysteries are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel and this series.
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Summer of the Dead


				
Keller, Julia


				
****


				
9/26/14


				
Relatives. The third crime novel by Julia Keller to feature protagonist Bell Elkins is titled, Summer of the Dead. Bell is the Raythyne County prosecutor, and there’s a killing spree going on in Acker’s Gap, West Virginia. If that weren’t enough, her sister Shirley has come to live with Bell after her release from prison. Elkins is one of those strong female protagonists whose character deepens with each installment in the series. In this novel, her memories of childhood abuse come to the surface, and Keller is able to delve into the ways in which relatives can treat each other with cruelty as well as with great love. As a standalone crime thriller, most readers will find the plot exciting. As an installment in the series, fans will enjoy the progress made in this installment and look forward to the next. I enjoyed reading this novel, as I did the earlier novels in the series.
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The End of Leadership


				
Kellerman, Barbara


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Art of Innovation


				
Kelley, Tom


				
****


				
04/01


				
You, too, can learn how to innovate by reading this interesting book by a managing director of the award winning design form, IDEO.
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The Ten Faces of Innovation


				
Kelley, Tom


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Personas. More IDEO methods to increase innovation. This time, how an individual can assume one of ten roles that helps foster faster and better innovation.
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Street Fighters: The Last 72 Hours of Bear Stearns, the Toughest Firm on Wall Street


				
Kelly, Kate


				
****


				
7/25/09


				
Denial. Kate Kelly expanded her 2008 reporting on the fall of Bear Stearns for The Wall Street Journal into a book titled Street Fighters: The Last 72 Hours of Bear Stearns, the Toughest Firm on Wall Street. The hour-by-hour structure of the book increases the intensity of the action Kelly describes. The context she creates by references to earlier times allows the tension to relax periodically. Throughout, Kelly highlights the many ways in which CEO Alan Schwartz and Chairman Jimmy Cayne ignored or denied the gravity of the situation the company was in. By the time reality sank in, there were few options remaining. Kelly dedicates the book to the 14,000 people who worked for Bear Stearns, and those potential readers won’t like a lot of her explanation of what happened. The rapid demise of Bear was surprising at the time, and understandable in the context that Kelly presents. I wanted to learn more about many of the conversations that Kelly referenced as happening, but doesn’t elaborate. While JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon seemed to be on the phone constantly about a deal, Kelly doesn’t provide much insight into the details. I wondered a lot about the progression of Dimon’s conversations, especially with Tim Geithner. Nonetheless, Street Fighters provides fast reading about the final hours of a once-successful company, and most readers will find the story captivating.
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Endurance: A Year in Space, A Lifetime of Discovery


				
Kelly, Scott


				
***


				
3/3/18


				
Choppy. Astronaut Scott Kelly presents two narratives in his book titled, Endurance: A Year in Space, A Lifetime of Discovery. A main part of the narrative explores the full year that he spent on the International Space Station. The second narrative is a memoir of his full life. Kelly shares all the big and small details of living for a year in space and makes that experience come alive. The memoir has an “aw shucks” quality to it that could lead many readers to think that if he could turn his life around and get one of the toughest and most competitive jobs in the world, so can any one of us.
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Empire Rising


				
Kelly, Thomas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Arguing the Just War in Islam


				
Kelsay, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The Forgotten Founding Father: Noah Webster's Obsession and the Creation of an American Culture


				
Kendall, Joshua


				
Unread


				
 


				
After I read the prologue, Kendall had me convinced: I really don’t care about Noah Webster and there was no reason to read the book about this arrogant man who was obsessed with the written word. Maybe Webster was forgotten for a reason. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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Crimes of the Father


				
Keneally, Thomas


				
****


				
11/6/17


				
Victims. Is it too soon for a novel whose subject is the clerical sexual abuse scandal in the Catholic Church? Thomas Keneally thought not and wrote Crimes of the Father, a novel set in Sydney Australia in two alternating time segments: the 1970s and 1996. Protagonist Father Frank Docherty was born in Australia, joined a religious order there and was ordained a priest. Following his preaching in the 1970s against the Vietnam War, the archbishop wanted him out of the country, so his order transferred him to Canada where he became a psychologist and teacher. He returns to Sydney in 1996 to give a speech to clerics about sexual abuse, and to visit his ill mother. Both victims of abuse and priests aware of the crimes of fellow priests take Frank into their confidence. Keneally develops all the characters with skill, especially the victims, and by setting the time period when he did, we can see the emergence of attention to the abuse scandal.
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Office of Innocence


				
Keneally, Thomas


				
***


				
Oct 03


				
Thoughtful. Keneally reveals the flaws of human nature in multiple characters of this well-written novel, calling our attention to who is innocent and who is not.
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The Daughters of Mars


				
Keneally, Thomas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Day


				
Kennedy, A.L.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The Blue Book


				
Kennedy, A.L.


				
**


				
5/3/13


				
Voyage. My patience was strained to its limits as I read A.L. Kennedy’s The Blue Book. I was getting a headache trying to figure out what was going on. Set on a transatlantic ocean liner, the narrator is a woman on a voyage with her fiancée when she encounters a former lover and fellow con artist. After I set the book aside to let my headache subside, I eased back into the voyage, leaving myself in Kennedy’s hands. I enjoyed much of the finely written prose, and found some parts witty. By the end, I was glad to have finished the novel, and felt somewhat accomplished in that I made it to the end of the book without an additional headache by no longer trying to dissect the stream of narrative. This novel will appeal most to patient readers of literary fiction who are comfortable with confusion and uncertainty.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/5148uKqZ7SL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
A Patriot’s Handbook: Songs, Poems, Stories and Speeches Celebrating the Land We Love


				
Kennedy, Caroline


				
***


				
July 03


				
Salute. Just the right resource book to fill a space on your bookshelf. A comprehensive collection that’s inspiring and thought-provoking, whether you’re happy or depressed about life in these United States.
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Profiles in Courage for Out Time


				
Kennedy, Caroline


				
***


				
Aug 02


				
Fourteen essays about Profiles in Courage award winners. Some will bring tears to your eyes; all will inspire you.
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Jacqueline Kennedy: Historic Conversations on Life with John F. Kennedy


				
Kennedy, Caroline and Michael Beschloss


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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America Back on Track


				
Kennedy, Edward M.


				
**


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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True Compass


				
Kennedy, Edward M.


				
***


				
2/19/10


				
Perseverance. I read memoirs for two reasons: to gain insight about our human condition through the lives of others, and to learn something about an individual who is interesting and engaging. Ted Kennedy’s memoir, True Compass, provides reading pleasure on both fronts. As to insight, this memoir presents ample examples of the ways in which perseverance builds character: every time Ted was knocked down, he got up again. His resilience and hard work appear throughout the memoir. The extended Kennedy family lives with intense public attention and scrutiny, and True Compass provides an inside perspective on how that played out over a lifetime. Sailing and the sea feature prominently throughout Ted’s life and in this memoir. The lion of the Senate lived a full, rich and imperfect life. Reading his story from his point of view brings to life dramatic moments in modern American history and allows all readers to increase their understanding of this person and those times.
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I Take You


				
Kennedy, Eliza


				
****


				
8/25/15


				
Marriage. Eliza Kennedy’s debut novel, I Take You, is not the book to give your mother for her birthday. Unless, of course, your mother is slutty and unfaithful, and likes novels packed with immoral behavior. I, though, am not your mother, and I found this novel to be hilarious. Protagonist Lily Wilder, a lawyer, is marrying Will, an archaeologist. The action begins six days before the wedding, and Lily can’t stop sleeping with men other than Will. The action kicks up a notch when her multiple step-mothers arrive on the scene, and Lily has to take a deposition in an important case. By the time Lily’s grandmother arrives, I couldn’t stop laughing. There are about a dozen candidates for president who would condemn this book, so if that’s not recommendation enough for you, take my advice: give this debut novelist a chance and ready this funny and subversive novel.   
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Being Catholic Now: Prominent Americans Talk About Change in the Church and the Quest for Meaning


				
Kennedy, Kerry


				
***


				
 


				
Read and not reviewed.
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Without a Net


				
Kennedy, Michelle


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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A Common Struggle: A Personal Journey Through the Past and Future of Mental Illness and Addiction


				
Kennedy, Patrick J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Parliament of Man


				
Kennedy, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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In the Company of Angels


				
Kennedy, Thomas E.


				
***


				
4/8/10


				
Freedom. Thomas Kennedy’s novel, In the Company of Angels, has finally been published in the United States. I can’t recall the last time I read as finely written a novel whose characters are as wounded as those in this book. Set in Copenhagen, Nardo is in a long term therapeutic recovery from torture in Chile. Michela has suffered physical abuse and the loss of a child. As each struggles with the effects of brutality, Nardo and Michela feel the glimmers of what freedom might be like. Their relationship and others are explored with great care. Readers who appreciate good writing and who want to spend some hours immersed in the lives of deeply troubled people are likely to enjoy this novel.
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Kerrigan in Copenhagen


				
Kennedy, Thomas E.


				
Unread
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Chango's Beads and Two-Tone Shoes


				
Kennedy, William


				
***


				
12/11/11


				
Revolution. Only a writer as skilled as William Kennedy could pack so much into the three hundred well written pages of his new novel, Chango’s Beads and Two-Toned Shoes. Three time settings provide the backdrop for this story of love and revolution: 1936 in Albany, 1957 in Havana, and 1968 in Albany. Dialogue, characters and descriptive language display Kennedy’s great skill. Keeping up with what’s going on can be a challenge worth facing by any reader who enjoys literary fiction and fine writing.
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Roscoe


				
Kennedy, William


				
***


				
Mar 02


				
Lyrical narrative of tangled relationships, politics, love, and loss in Albany in the mid-20th century. A mature writer with great skills and wisdom presents memorable characters.
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Truth in Advertising


				
Kenney, John


				
****


				
4/20/13


				
Charming. I was charmed by John Kenney’s debut novel, Truth in Advertising. Protagonist Fin Dunbar works as a mid level copywriter for an ad agency and finds himself faced with what could be a career changer: working on an ad for the Superbowl. At the same time, his estranged father is dying. Kenney creates a workplace with vivid accuracy, and with the insight that there is never enough time to do everything that needs to be done. Work and life balance is an issue, as is maturity. Before readers know it, we’re rooting for Fin, caring about what happens to him, and laughing at the client, the work, and Fin’s relationships. We’re also charmed by the people who care about Fin, and how he seems to start to grow up, at last. For readers looking for a novel that depicts work and life with realism, consider this one.
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The Driest Season


				
Kenny, Meghan


				
****


				
5/11/18


				
Unsubtle. Cielle, the teenage protagonist of Meghan Kenny’s debut novel titled, The Driest Season, lives on a Wisconsin farm in the early 1940s and experiences dramatic loss. There’s nothing subtle in the things that shake up Cielle’s world: her father’s suicide, a tornado that destroys the barn, the backdrop of the World War, a draught that threatens the family’s survival on the farm. What Kenny does well in this novel is make readers believe that Cielle handles everything in stride and finds hope after losses. A dramatic barn raising provides an image of a future during which all will one day be well.
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The Loving Husband


				
Kent, Cristobel


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Outcasts


				
Kent, Kathleen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Ten Commandments for Business Failure


				
Keough, Donald R.


				
****


				
1/3/09


				
Plain. Former Coca-Cola president Don Keough has written a plain-talking book that exudes wisdom for executive reflection. Although the title is The Ten Commandments for Business Failure, there are actually eleven. Rather than try to provide a formula for success that is unlikely to be replicated, Keough uses his many years of experience to call attention to those approaches and tendencies in each of us that when we practice them are likely to lead to failure. While each of these commandments sounds simple, and they can be avoided in the extreme, each of us is likely to follow them to some degree quite often. In addition to his own experience, mostly at Coke, Keough uses recent examples of executives and companies who have followed these commandments and achieved failure. I read this book at the end of the year, and it provided a great chance to reflect on these commandments and examine which of them I may be following to my detriment. I highly recommend this book to any reader who enjoys plain, straightforward approaches, and who are prepared to think about their effectiveness at work.
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If the Dead Rise Not


				
Kerr, Philip


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Prayer


				
Kerr, Philip


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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When I Was a Young Man: A Memoir


				
Kerrey, Bob


				
****


				
Jul 02


				
When you read this book, you’ll understand why and how a patriotic, loyal Republican, became a Democrat, and how a war changed the attitudes of a generation about their government and its policies.
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Dark Times in the City


				
Kerrigan, Gene


				
****


				
5/9/14


				
Dublin. Fans of noir crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading Gene Kerrigan’s Dark Times in the City. While I’ve visited the city in the title, Dublin, as a tourist, Kerrigan brought me inside the landscape of the criminal element that I never noticed in this place. The art of war is explored here, as characters are manipulated. Protagonist Danny Callaghan comes alive as a fully formed interesting and complex character, thanks to Kerrigan’s fine writing. We’ve all found ourselves, like Danny, in the wrong place at the wrong time. Read this novel and find out what Danny has gotten himself into and what he has to do to get out of his predicament.
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The Rage


				
Kerrigan, Gene


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Escape from the Deep: A Legendary Submarine and Her Courageous Crew


				
Kershaw, Alex


				
***


				
6/25/09


				
Survivors. Alex Kershaw tells the gripping story of The Tang, a World War II submarine, and its brave crew in a book titled Escape From the Deep. After sinking thirteen Japanese ships during a mission, the final torpedo launched circles back to The Tang and sinks it, killing most of the crew. The nine survivors out of the crew of 87, including Captain Richard O’Kane, are taken to a prisoner of war camp where they are isolated, tortured and starved. All 87 members of the crew of The Tang went through hell after they became the most successful combat submarine of the war. Kershaw tells this story with respect and intensity. Most readers will find this to be a gripping tale of heroism.
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Fateful Choices


				
Kershaw, Ian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1594201234]


		

		
				
 


				
Journal of the Dead: A Story of Friendship and Murder in the New Mexico Desert


				
Kersten, Jason


				
**


				
Nov 03


				
Dry. Journalist takes sensational and macabre story and presents it a piece at a time, with little insight and flair.
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The Art of Making Money: The Story of a Master Counterfeiter


				
Kersten, Jason


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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One day at Fenway : a day in the life of baseball in America


				
Kettmann, Steve


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Almost Heaven: The Story of Women in Space


				
Kevles, Bettyann


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Biz Dev 3.0: Changing Business As We Know It


				
Keywell, Brad


				
*


				
Feb 02


				
Annoying book with little helpful information, except for those immersed in bus dev, or those who want to visit the cages of the animals who live there.
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Among the Ruins


				
Khan, Ausma Zehanat


				
****


				
4/19/17


				
Jewels. The third novel in the series by Asuma Zehanat Khan featuring Canadian detectives Rachel Getty and Esa Khattak may not be the ideal starting point for new readers. Absent the backstory, the action in the new novel titled, Among the Ruins, may not be understood, especially the connections among characters. We’re not in Canada anymore, as Esa is on leave in Iran. The death of a Canadian-Iranian filmmaker puts Esa back to work while in Iran. Khan uses this novel to pull readers into Iran’s history, the country’s crown jewels, and mystery and murder, past and present. Fans of the series are those most likely to enjoy reading the latest installment.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Bloodprint


				
Khan, Ausma Zehanat


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Language of Secrets


				
Khan, Ausma Zehanat


				
****


				
12/9/16


				
Poetry. The second novel in the series featuring detectives Rachel Getty and Esa Khattak by Ausma Zehanat Khan is titled, The Language of Secrets. It’s not often that poetry becomes a key component of a crime novel, but that’s the case in this Canadian detective procedural. Khan continues to develop the characters of these interesting and complex protagonists. The plot pacing will please most readers, and the subject matter is serious and thoughtfully presented. Readers who enjoy intelligent crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Unquiet Dead


				
Khan, Ausma Zehanat


				
****


				
9/9/16


				
Srebrenica. Readers who enjoy detective fiction may consider Ausma Zehanat Khan’s debut novel titled, The Unquiet Dead. Khan begins a series featuring two Canadian detectives, Rachel Getty and her boss, Esa Khattak. Esa asks Rachel to investigate the case of Christopher Drayton who died after falling from a cliff near his home. As the case unfolds, we learn that Drayton was living under an assumed name, and that his background involved participation in the Bosnian-Serbian war, and actions he performed in Srebrenica. Khan develops her characters with great skill, and the plot will satisfy most mystery lovers.
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A Dangerous Crossing


				
Khan, Ausma Zehanet


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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How to Run the World: Charting a Course to the Next Renaissance


				
Khanna, Parag


				
Unread


				
 


				
I read as far as page 38, and never picked it up again. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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Himself


				
Kidd, Jess


				
****


				
6/9/17


				
Orphan. When I noted that Jess Kidd begins her debut novel, Himself, with a stranger coming to town, I sensed that life in the town was about to be disrupted. Protagonist Mahony was left at an orphanage as a baby, and when he left Dublin for the village of Mulderrig, what he thought he knew about his mother, Orla Sweeney, begins to change. Kidd pairs Mahony with an interesting cast of collaborators, living and dead, who turn the village upside down in a search for understanding. I enjoyed the dark comedy and the finely told story that entertained me thoroughly from beginning to end.
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Mr. Flood’s Last Resort


				
Kidd, Jess


				
****


				
10/5/18


				
Hoarder. Jess Kidd introduces readers to terrific characters in her novel titled, Mr. Flood’s Last Resort. Protagonist Maud Drennan works as a caregiver and in her reality saints of the past are participants in her daily life. Her latest case brings her to the gothic home of a hoarder, Cathal Flood. Maud is the latest in a series of caregivers, all of whom Mr. Flood has shunned. Kidd draws these characters with skill and insight and lets us wince and smile as their lives play out. The saints are close by the sinners, and patient readers can watch grace enter the lives of these eccentric characters. In many fine works of fiction things are not as they appear, and I found myself giving Kidd full suspension of my disbelief as she works her literary magic.
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The Invention of Wings


				
Kidd, Sue Monk


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Mermaid Chair


				
Kidd, Sue Monk


				
***


				
June 05


				
Magical. Ensemble of characters finding mystery, romance, betrayal, grief, forgiveness and redemption on Egret Island.
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The Secret Life of Bees


				
Kidd, Sue Monk


				
***


				
Sep 02


				
Richly written first novel set in South Carolina-1964, full of love, loss, grief, friendship, and the coming of age of a young girl who finds mothers who love her.
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A Truck Full of Money: One Man’s Quest to Recover from Great Success


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
****


				
10/12/16


				
Unfinished. Tracy Kidder writes about the life of Paul English in his book titled, A Truck Full of Money: One Man’s Quest to Recover from Great Success. In many respects, this book describes volume one in the life of this interesting person. English was a co-founder of Kayak, and it was from the sale of that company that he obtained the money from the book’s title. To place that success in context, Kidder describes Paul’s early life, his struggle with the mood swings from his bipolar disorder, sometimes treated with medication, other times not. What flows from Paul’s mania can be great ideas that lead to new things, or a spiral of unfinished things that might have been. The quest involves a search for meaning and for how Paul can make a difference. Few writers are as skilled as Kidder at nonfiction narrative, and I have enjoyed every book of his that I’ve read. While I enjoyed this one, after I turned the last page, I reflected that the best parts of this unfinished life may be ahead. Read the book and see if you agree with me.
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Home Town


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
***


				
2/00


				
Kidder’s great skill helps readers see, feel and hear the real people, normal and strange who live in his hometown of Northampton, MA.  Recommended.
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House


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
***


				
2/00


				
If you’ve ever built a house, and can now read about, try this book.
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Mountains Beyond Mountains


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
****


				
Jan 04


				
Over the Top. Fine writing by talented writer about the amazing life and work of Paul Farmer, a medical doctor and anthropologist working in Haiti for the past two decades, and how his methods for community based treatment of communicable disease have changed international medicine.
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My Detachment


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
***


				
Dec 05


				
Diffident. Finely written memoir of experience in Vietnam: shy, introspective, reluctant and honest. All Vietnam books create some controversy; this one delivers great writing.
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Strength in What Remains


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
*****


				
7/9/09


				
Hope. The scale and abstractness of the inhumanity of mass violence and genocide can be so remote that those of us who have not experienced it first-hand cannot begin to imagine what it is like, let alone how we would behave if we faced such horror. Tracy Kidder makes this personal and human in his finely written new book, Strength in What Remains, in which he tells a two-part story. In the first part, he tells the story of Deogracias, a Tutsi from Burundi, who escaped Hutu violence, and eventually arrived in the United States. In the second part, Deo and Kidder return to Burundi, Rwanda, and New York, and conveys both the memories the visits trigger, and how Deo has responded to what happened. Deo’s story is packed with drama, loss, pain, and luck. At every turn, Deo move ahead, spurred on by hope. His significant response after becoming an American citizen was to return to the town in Burundi where his parents live and to build a medical clinic. Strength in What Remains is an inspiring story about an individual who displays the best of human nature that came as a response to the very worst human behavior. I came away from reading this book with renewed hope in the ability of a single individual to make a difference against any odds, and to overcome any loss to do something good for others.
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The Soul of a New Machine


				
Kidder, Tracy


				
****


				
2/00


				
A classic.  Highly recommended.
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Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction


				
Kidder, Tracy and Richard Todd


				
*****


				
1/10/13


				
Partnership. The relationship between writer Tracy Kidder and editor Richard Todd may not be typical, but the result in the form of the finely crafted books by Kidder proves that something has worked well in this four-decade partnership. Their new book, Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction, has both individuals reflecting on the writing and editing process. As I read it, I marveled about how special their relationship has been, a deep friendship, and how the skills of each harmonize to create very fine writing. On one level, this book offers writers some very cogent advice on what to do and what to avoid. On another level, readers can enter into the personal lives of these two talented individuals and eavesdrop on their collaboration. As a reader, I found myself entertained by the fine writing of this short book, the wisdom of the authors’ advice, and the realization that when both authors and editors are skilled and strong-willed, the books that flow from such a talented partnership are ones well worth reading. Writers and editors who pick up just a few tips from Kidder and Todd will make me an even happier reader.
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The Last Mrs. Astor


				
Kiernan, Frances


				
***


				
Oct 07


				
Tireless. Fond biography of the late Brooke Astor will make readers wish they had known her, and will impress all with her tireless efforts to help worthy causes in New York.
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Too Close to Breathe


				
Kiernan, Olivia


				
****


				
7/6/18


				
Frankie. Crime novels can succeed or fail based on whether or not readers like the protagonist. The protagonist of Olivia Kiernan’s debut novel, Too Close to Breathe, is Detective Chief Superintendent Frankie Sheehan, and she is a piece of work. Having just returned to duty after nearly being killed on her last case, she’s not thrilled to dive into another homicide. As readers learn her backstory, and join her sleuthing, we all understand that once Frankie gets started, there’s no stopping her, not even direct orders. I usually enjoy this genre, and this debut of Frankie was well written entertainment for this reader.
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The Golden State


				
Kiesling, Lydia


				
****


				
10/17/18


				
Overwhelmed. What do we do when we become overwhelmed? Most of us make a change of one sort or another. When Daphne, the protagonist of Lydia Kiesling’s debut novel titled, The Golden State, feels her world about to come apart, she leaves San Francisco with her daughter, Honey, and heads to the high desert in California to a mobile home she inherited from her grandparents. Daphne tries to talk to her husband every day. He is stranded in Turkey after some processing error invalidated his green card. Bewildered by what to do next, Daphne meets interesting characters with complicated lives, some provide help, others create barriers. The fine prose that accompanies us on Daphne’s journey makes the trip very pleasurable. Daphne is caught in this overwhelmed state in a divided world, and she does what every person does: something next. Fans of good writing, and anyone with a narrow view of life in California should consider reading this novel.
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House of Lies: How Management Consultants Steal Your Watch and Then Tell You the Time  


				
Kihn, Martin


				
**


				
Aug 05


				
Sloppy. Replete with humor, especially relating to the language of consultants, but weak on content and writing that needed more care and attention, this book might entertain, but won’t inform.
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Next Stop, Reloville: Life Inside America's New Rootless Professional Class


				
Kilborn, Peter K.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Doing What Matters: How to Get Results That Make a Difference - The Revolutionary Old-School Approach


				
Kilts, James M.


				
****


				
Jan 08


				
Effectiveness. Former Gillette turnaround  CEO (also Nabisco, Kraft and General Foods) shares his practical and disciplined approach to management. Readers will find useful advice and behavior to emulate.
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Blue Ocean Strategy: How To Create Uncontested Market Space and Make the Competition Irrelevant


				
Kim, W. Chan and Renee Mauborgne


				
****


				
July 05


				
Swimming. Analytical tools, illustrations and examples of how to swim away from markets of crowded red oceans of fin to fin competition into blue oceans of opportunity for profitable market growth through value innovation.
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Snapper


				
Kimberling, Brian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Fourth Network: How Fox Broke the Rules and Reinvented Television


				
Kimmel, Daniel M.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Mr. Potter


				
Kincaid, Jamaica


				
**


				
Aug 02


				
Using poetic images, haunting repetition, and odd time sequences, Kincaid’s new novel describes her estranged father.
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My Garden (Book)


				
Kincaid, Jamaica


				
***


				
 


				
I read this book in January in a climate there not much gardening can be done.  Kincaid writes with a unique style and her stories are captivating.  You don’t need to be a gardener to enjoy her reflections.
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See Now Then


				
Kincaid, Jamaica


				
***


				
4/5/13


				
Sweet. The new novel by Jamaica Kincaid, See Now Then, is likely to frustrate those readers who bear with her to the end. I found that I had to give myself up to her poetic meandering and not worry much about what was going on. By bearing with her to the end, I closed the book with a sense that I had absorbed the life of protagonist Mrs. Sweet, and in some ways I began to see the world from her point of view. Read a sample before deciding to plunge in.
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Our Last Best Chance: The Pursuit of Peace in a Time of Peril


				
King Abdullah II of Jordan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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The Ha-Ha


				
King, Dave


				
****


				
May 05


				
Connections. Finely written unique debut novel with brain-damaged narrator who can’t speak or write as clearly as he thinks, and connects in multiple memorable relationships.
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Why I Love Baseball


				
King, Larry


				
*


				
Aug 04


				
Balk. Brief and tedious, rambling narrative full of song lyrics, quotes from players and managers, names dropped and boring recollections of games and teams gone by.  
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Dreaming Spies


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
7/9/15


				
Languid. The lazy days of summer are an ideal time to read the latest Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes by Laurie King titled, Dreaming Spies. Readers looking for a fast-paced thriller should search elsewhere. Russell and Holmes find themselves on a long journey by ship, walking across Japan to meet a client, and searching the Bodleian at Oxford. There are haiku to read and think about, and I found myself slowing down as I read this novel. If a languid novel is in your summer plans, consider reading this one.  
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Garment of Shadows


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
11/26/12


				
Surprises. Morocco is the setting for Garment of Shadows, the latest Laurie King novel featuring Sherlock Holmes and Mary Russell. King takes a familiar character, Holmes, and pairs him with Russell, his intellectual equal, and places them in settings outside England. Fans of intelligent mysteries, packed with surprises, fleshed out by well-developed characters and just the right amount of descriptive language, are those most likely to enjoy this novel and the others in this series. I read this novel quickly and enjoyed every page.
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Island of the Mad


				
King, Laurie R.


				
*****


				
9/24/18


				
Misbehaving. The fifteenth installment in the Mary Russell Sherlock Holmes series by Laurie R. King is titled, Island of the Mad. A friend asks Mary to find a missing Aunt, and clues lead her to Venice. Meanwhile, Sherlock’s brother, Mycroft, wants some reliable intelligence about the rise of the Fascists in Italy. The mystery is well-plotted, the settings perfectly described and the whimsy always pleasant. In Venice, there are costumes and masks, and Sherlock ends up meeting and playing with Cole Porter. In the spirit of “anything goes” the hijinks are delightful, and I was well-entertained during the time spent reading this novel.
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Lockdown


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
8/12/17


				
School. Prolific novelist Laurie R. King offers readers a tense suspense novel titled, Lockdown. Set mostly at Guadalupe Middle School on career day, King uses multiple narrators to increase and release tension and to keep twisting the plot in unexpected ways. There’s a large cast of characters, and flashbacks to fill in some gaps. It becomes clear early on, for some even from the title, that there will be a shooting at the school. The entertainment comes from guessing who will do what as the plot unfolds. Readers who like complicated suspense novels are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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Mary Russell’s War and Other Stories of Suspense


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
5/13/17


				
Fillers. The nine stories in the collection by Laurie R. King titled, Mary Russell’s War and Other Stories of Suspense, fill in gaps in what readers know about the world of Sherlock Holmes and Mary Russell. From Mary’s youth to her old age, King connects pieces of stories in ways that will delight fans of this series. I especially enjoyed the stories set during World War I. King has done a wonderful job creating the character Mary Russell and updates Sherlock in ways that will delight many readers.
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The Bones of Paris


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
2/7/14


				
Investigation. Fans of finely written crime fiction will find four successful components in Laurie R. King’s novel, The Bones of Paris. There’s a well-developed cast of complex characters, led by protagonist Harris Stuyvesant, reprised from her earlier novel, Touchstone. The setting is atmospheric and interesting: Paris in 1929 with a cast of celebrities including Man Ray, Ernest Hemingway, Cole Porter, Natalie Barney and Josephine Baker. Third, the plot is complex allowing Harris’ investigation to follow many leads. Finally, the dialogue and prose are well-crafted, allowing the narrative to proceed easily. I found part of the subject matter to be a bit gruesome for my taste, but that is often the cover charge with crime fiction. I was entertained and very satisfied by the end.
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The Murder of Mary Russell


				
King, Laurie R.


				
****


				
7/15/16


				
Hudson. Readers like me have been thrilled that Laurie R. King has continued to write novels featuring Sherlock Holmes and Mary Russell. In each novel, there is more development of familiar characters. The latest novel, The Murder of Mary Russell, develops Mrs. Hudson, the longtime housekeeper. It’s no spoiler to say that readers will learn things about Mrs. Hudson that we never expected. The novel offers so much of what we’ve come to expect from Laurie King: an intelligent plot, interesting twists, and hours of reading entertainment in the comfort of familiar characters, some of whom have deeply kept secrets to be revealed.
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Euphoria


				
King, Lily


				
*****


				
6/18/14


				
Balance. Euphoria is close to the feeling I had after completing Lily King’s finely written novel by that title. I can’t think of an element that King didn’t get just right in this novel. Three main characters are introduced and developed with skill and their behavior at work and in relationship will resonate for most readers. The setting of these anthropologists living among the tribes in New Guinea comes alive through King’s lyrical prose. The plot moved quickly, and exposition was restrained to what was essential to create an integrated novel. King maintains all elements in a perfect balance. Readers who enjoy literary fiction will find much to like in this novel.
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The English Teacher


				
King, Lily


				
***


				
Jan 06


				
Hardy. Best teacher at New England prep school, praised for her teaching of Hardy’s Tess of the D’Urbervilles, struggles with her own emotional life, a new marriage to a widower with three kids, and a reluctance to tell her own son about his father.
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Double Feature


				
King, Owen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Leonardo and the Last Supper


				
King, Ross


				
***


				
9/24/13


				
Exhaustive. Readers with an interest in art history or in Leonardo da Vinci are those most likely to enjoy reading Ross King’s book, Leonardo and the Last Supper. King has a lively writing style, and I found myself drawn into the story of Leonardo’s life and how he went about creating this particular work of art. King’s exploration of the subject is comprehensive, and he approaches it from a variety of perspectives. For me, the book was more exhaustive than satisfying. I learned a thing or two, but the path to that outcome was more tedious than I would have liked.
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Michelangelo and the Pope’s Ceiling


				
King, Ross


				
***


				
May 03


				
Soars. Open these pages and leave behind your images from The Agony and the Ecstasy. Learn things you never knew about the great artist and one of his masterworks.
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The Judgment of Paris


				
King, Ross


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0802714668]


		

		
				
 


				
11/22/63: A Novel


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
4/27/12


				
Obdurate. Readers who like to settle in and spend a lot of time with a well-told story should consider Stephen King’s latest novel, 11/22/63. King’s imagination soars as he considers the question of what would have happened if Kennedy wasn’t shot and killed in 1963. The device he uses to riff on this topic is time travel, and by using protagonist Jake Epping as an everyman who gets to decide the future of reality itself. A lot of the book is a love story that is endearing and important to the plot. Changing the past has consequences, and as King restates often, “the past is obdurate,” it does not want to change. Jake finds events become harmonized and his best plans can lead to unexpected outcomes. This is fine story telling with just enough speculation and imagination to keep a reader interested and willing to suspend disbelief.
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 Bag of Bones


				
King, Stephen


				
 


				
7/99 


				
Recommended as a haunting tale with better character development than we can recall from his horror stories of the past.
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Cell


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
Apr 06


				
Pulse. Gory, fast-paced, improbable and engrossing entertainment from the master of this form. Cell phones turn into weapons of mass destruction.
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Doctor Sleep


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
1/13/14


				
Wheel. Decades after writing The Shining, Stephen King decided to answer a question he was often asked: “What happened to Danny?” The very satisfying answer to that question arrives in King’s novel, Doctor Sleep. Dan Torrance is now a middle aged alcoholic working in a hospice where he provides comfort to the dying. During the course of the novel, Dan hits bottom, then begins recovery through a sponsor and Alcoholics Anonymous. I can imagine King’s delight in using his own experience in AA to develop Dan’s character. King writes, “Life was a wheel and it always came back around.” This is not a sequel as much as it is an updating. Dan is older, and still very special. His help is needed, and he provides it, in protecting a young woman, and in defeating a powerful foe. As constant readers expect from King, this is a great story, full of frights, and one that can prompt an urgency to reach to the ending. I read this novel during a deep winter freeze, and I couldn’t distinguish the shivers that came off the page from those that were caused by the cold wind.
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Duma Key


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Forces. One-armed protagonist moves to Florida and creates paintings with more power than is natural. 600 pages of reading pleasure that cause shivers and shakes, leading to regret by the end that it was over so soon.
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Elevation


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
11/24/18


				
Weight. I love to read Stephen King’s weighty novels, and I am also delighted when he tells a story in shorter form because he never bloats his prose. I was thoroughly entertained by his novella titled, Elevation. Set in a familiar King setting, Castle Rock, the protagonist, Scott Carey, looks the same on the outside, but he is losing weight no matter how much he eats. Scott confides his situation with his friend, Doctor Bob Ellis, who measures and weighs Scott but can’t figure out why the weight loss is happening. In the meantime, small town life continues, and King tells a story of hope in which people who feel excluded can become “one of us.” Readers won’t spend too long reading this latest Castle Rock story but may think about it long after the last page is turned.
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End of Watch


				
King, Stephen


				
*****


				
6/17/16


				
Control. Stephen King needed fewer than 450 pages in the novel, End of Watch, to bring the Bill Hodges series to a very satisfying conclusion. Most readers who enjoyed the first two installments will be pleased with the finale. The Mercedes killer, Brady Hartsfield, has found a clever way to control the behavior of others. The familiar cast of characters from the earlier novels returns, and King uses great dialogue to draw readers into their lives. Hodges finds himself in declining health, and his business partner, Holly Gibney, uses her many skills to help him stop Hartsfield from carrying out his evil plans. Fans of King appreciate the thrilling plot, the quirky twists, the humor and the joy of reading a well-told story, all of which can be found in this novel.
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Everything’s Eventual: 14 Dark Tales


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
May 02


				
Well-crafted, strange and macabre stories from a master of the short story genre. Great bedtime reading: take one a night for two weeks.
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Finders Keepers


				
King, Stephen


				
*****


				
7/24/15


				
Writers. Long summer days are an ideal time to relax with a Stephen King story. I zipped through King’s novel titled, Finders Keepers, in two lazy afternoons, and was delighted by the characters, plot and dialogue. The bonus for King fans is the reprisal of characters from last summer’s novel, Mr. Mercedes. What made me like this summer’s novel even more was the plot about writers and an obsessed reader. I think King is among our finest contemporary storytellers, and this novel entertained me thoroughly.
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From a Buick 8


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
Jan 03


				
Classic. King’s character development reaches a high point in this book. Allowing multiple narrators, the voices of each character show King’s ability to bring characters to life and keep them differentiated.
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Full Dark, No Stars


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
3/5/11


				
Ordinary. Prepare yourself before you start to read Stephen King’s new book, Full Dark No Stars. This writing demands an emotional reaction in listeners, and those readers who are ready to spend time with evil are likely to be prepared for the emotions that will follow. Each of the four long stories in this collection explores how an ordinary individual adjusts and reacts to evil. Readers are set up to react emotionally to the action alongside the characters, and it is only afterwards that one can reflect on whether the choices made by the characters reflect ones that match what ordinary people are likely to do. King is a master storyteller and these four stories will trigger emotional responses and reflection in those readers who open these pages.
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Joyland


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
6/25/13


				
Medium. Fans of Stephen King novels who expect a supersized tome from this prolific and popular writer might think that Joyland is more appetizer than entrée. They would be wrong. While it comes in at fewer than 300 pages, this is a complete and satisfying novel that provides enjoyable entertainment and reading pleasure. Protagonist Devon Jones spends a summer college break working at an amusement park while he grieves losing his girlfriend’s affection. King develops Jones with great skill and draws readers into a crime novel plot that tells a great story. A boy suffering from muscular dystrophy serves as a medium for a spirit stuck on a ride in the amusement park. King sells so many books because he tells great stories, and this paperback crime novel is no exception.
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Just After Sunset


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
4/18/09


				
Descriptive. Stephen King says that after he leaped at the opportunity to edit the 2007 Best American Short Stories, he became energized by the shorter forms of fiction. The product of this energy is a collection titled Just After Sunset. These thirteen short stories are imaginative, creative, sometimes predictable, and consistently satisfying. King excels at those big fat books that keep building intensity, and add more and more levels of description, character development and thrills. Within the constraints of the short stories, King uses the same level of description that makes each scene vivid, maintains a pacing that thrills, and provides enough character development to makes these individuals real. One of the stories in the collection was first written thirty years ago, and most of the others have been published in mainstream magazines in recent years. The one-a-day plan to read this collection provides almost two weeks of reading pleasure, with enough chill to thrill, but not so much creepiness that you will lose sleep.
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Lisey’s Story


				
King, Stephen


				
***


				
Mar 07


				
Grief. A widow’s story of her long marriage to a writer, and the power of their love. Atypical King, which may displease some fans but will surprise readers who have pigeonholed King.
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Mr. Mercedes


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
6/25/14


				
Retired. All the elements of good crime fiction are evident in Stephen King’s novel, Mr. Mercedes. The detective protagonist, Bill Hodges, is an interesting, complex and flawed character who loves his work. The criminal, known as the Mercedes killer for the way he used an automobile, engages in a well-matched contest of wits and skills with Hodges. The plot develops at a pace that keeps a reader engaged, and the dialogue suits each character. Hodges finds little reason to live now that he has retired from a long career as a detective. He finds new energy and meaning when the Mercedes killer taunts him about his failure to solve this case. King excels at storytelling, and he finds ways to develop each character so that we recognize them as fully formed humans behaving with all the irrationality and unpredictability that we live with daily. I was entertained by this novel and recommend it to any reader who likes crime fiction with well-developed characters and an engaging plot.  
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Revival


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
12/5/14


				
Electricity. For those readers who most enjoy fiction that presents a well-told story, the master storyteller Stephen King’s novel, Revival, will be just the right book to read over the course of a few cold winter nights. Two relationships weave through the narrative: the bond between Jamie and Charlie and the tension between religion and science. We meet Jamie as a boy and Charlie as the new minister in town. James becomes a musician and drug addict while the reverend, always interested in harnessing the power of electricity, uses his skills as a means to understanding the afterlife. I was thoroughly entertained by this story and by the skill with which King drew me in.
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Six Scary Stories


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
5/13/17


				
Quick. Master storyteller Stephen King judged a writing competition to coincide with the release of one of his books. He found so many of the stories to be pleasurable that he convinced his publisher to put six of them together in a collection titled, Six Scary Stories. Readers who enjoy scary stories are those most likely to enjoy this selection that is quick to read and packed with chills. I parceled out one story a night for a week, and while I slept soundly, my mind did race a bit more than usual during that week.
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The Bazaar of Bad Dreams


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
1/15/16


				
Variety. When fans of Stephen King don’t have an unread big novel to read, there’s always a collection of his stories to savor. I enjoyed almost every story in his collection titled, The Bazaar of Bad Dreams. One I had read before, Drunken Fireworks, was even more enjoyable the second time around. The sheer variety of the stories in this collection will delight King fans. Through new stories or old, this author knows how to entertain readers, and there are hours of entertainment waiting for readers in this collection.
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The Outsider


				
King, Stephen


				
*****


				
6/9/18


				
Satisfaction. I’m writing this review of Stephen King’s novel, The Outsider, three days after completing it, and the smile of satisfaction remains on my face. As fans have come to expect, King tells a captivating story that will engage readers from beginning to end. He presents interesting characters, some of them just like us, and others very, very different. There’s an otherworldly component here and the return of a beloved character from earlier novels. Reading this novel was a very satisfying start to summer.
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Under the Dome


				
King, Stephen


				
****


				
1/16/10


				
Microcosm. I turned the last page of Stephen King’s Under the Dome with satisfaction and pleasure in completing a huge story very well-told. Few contemporary writers match King’s imagination and ability to construct a situation in which the behavior of individuals and groups reveal character, leaving readers pondering how one might act in similar situations. The town of Chester’s Mill, Maine finds itself isolated after a dome of mysterious origin covers and seals it. King presents readers with a huge cast of characters, from the ordinary men, women, children and dogs of the town, to unlikely heroes and troubled villains. After the dome descends on the town, the best and worst behavior of individuals emerges. Under the Dome is a morality tale for our time, and provides hours of engaging entertainment for readers.
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Sleeping Beauties


				
King, Stephen and Owen King


				
*****


				
10/9/17


				
Enchantment. I surrendered a weekend’s reading to the 700 pages of a novel titled, Sleeping Beauties, co-written by father and son, Stephen and Owen King. The core setup is creative: all the women of the world have fallen asleep. What happens next through the King’s collaboration will entertain all fans of well-told stories: great characters, an exciting plot, and insight into the behavior of regular people just like us. There’s a battle of good and evil involving flawed heroes and virtuous villains. My interest in the story never flagged, and I enjoyed living in this story always anxious to find out what happens next.
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Gwendy's Button Box


				
King, Stephen and Richard Chizmar


				
****


				
6/9/17


				
Custodian. Did you know that even a prolific writer like Stephen King gets writer’s block? After telling fellow author Richard Chizmar that he was having trouble finishing a story, King accepted Chizmar’s offer to show him the story. What followed was a back and forth email exchange with both writers contributing to a novella titled, Gwendy's Button Box. Set in Castle Rock, Maine, the novel presents protagonist Gwendy Peterson who becomes the custodian for a time of a magical button box that has the capability to deliver both good and evil. King and Chizmar tackle coming of age, power, trust and responsibility in this short novel. I read it quickly and enjoyed every page.
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When the Money Runs Out: The End of Western Affluence


				
King, Stephen D.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Beast


				
Kingsnorth, Paul


				
****


				
4/3/18


				
Bleak. The middle book of the Buckmaster trilogy by Paul Kingsnorth is set a thousand years after the first. In the novel titled, Beast, we find Edward Buckmaster alone in a bleak landscape, a forest without life, where he has been living for five seasons. He senses the presence of a beast in the forest and searches for it. Many readers will feel adrift by Kingsnorth’s run-on prose, and that’s probably what the author intends. Like Buckmaster, we are adrift in a world that we have ruined. Patient readers will find either clarity or confusion by the end of the novel. This far along, I now await the conclusion of the trilogy.
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Confessions of a Recovering Environmentalist and Other Essays


				
Kingsnorth, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Wake


				
Kingsnorth, Paul


				
***


				
10/13/17


				
Language. The first two times I picked up Paul Kingsnorth novel titled, The Wake, I just couldn’t get into. I’d go five or ten pages, and the language would drag me down. About a year after I thought I set the novel aside for good, I noted that it was the first in a trilogy, and the second installment was coming out. I bit the bullet, and entered the world of green men during the time of the Norman invasion, and settled into a barrage of Saxon fricatives and all manner of the patois of the eleventh century. I slogged my way through to the end, ready to read the second installment.
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Flight Behavior


				
Kingsolver, Barbara


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Small Wonder


				
Kingsolver, Barbara


				
***


				
Jun 02


				
23 essays begin to provide an artist’s response to 9/11. Author at her best in displaying her passion for natural history and biology.
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The Lacuna


				
Kingsolver, Barbara


				
****


				
3/5/10


				
Sweeping. Barbara Kingsolver propels readers across the U.S. and Mexico border during the 1930s and 1950s in her novel, The Lacuna. Constructed as the presentation of diaries, memoir, letters, archivist’s notes and other sources, Kingsolver discloses the life and adventures of protagonist Harrison William Shepherd. In Mexico, he’s in the household of Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo, including during the time when they sheltered Leon Trotsky. Later, he’s called before the House Un-American Activities Committee. Any reader who likes historical fiction is likely to find these 500+ pages highly enjoyable. The title refers a gap, a missing piece, the hole in the story, that thing you don’t know. Kingsolver takes us there as she leads readers to care about Shepherd and his desire to be left alone.
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Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life


				
Kingsolver, Barbara, Camille Kingsolver and Steven Hopp


				
****


				
July 07


				
Sustainable. Story of how a family grew, raised or acquired almost all of its food from local farmers for a year, and the lessons for all about sustainable agriculture, eating foods in season and the energy costs of food production and distribution.
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The Wake


				
Kingsworth, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Catch and Release: Trout Fishing and the Meaning of Life


				
Kingwell, Mark


				
***


				
Sep 04


				
Thinking. University of Toronto philosophy professor focuses on what makes trout fishing so great: the ability to spend a lot of time just thinking. Engaging family stories, plenty of philosophizing, and less about trout fishing than the title would lead you to think.
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Old Age: A Beginner’s Guide


				
Kinsley, Michael


				
****


				
10/10/16


				
Mortality. At a certain age, it is very appropriate to think often about death. Michael Kinsley offers a short book about his own musings on the last stage in life in his book titled, Old Age: A Beginner’s Guide. Kinsley is a talented writer, and his prose in this book often weaves from humor to wisdom in the same sentence. He uses his personal experience with Parkinson’s disease to inform his thoughts on this subject, and that gives him a way to makes this book less antiseptic and more real. Readers of any age can enjoy fine prose and a lot of wisdom in this short book.
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Please Don't Remain Calm: Provocations and Commentaries


				
Kinsley, Michael


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Real World


				
Kirino, Natsuo


				
**


				
Oct 08


				
Adolescence. A murder propels four teenage girls away from childhood and into a noir world that feels different from their suburban Tokyo lives.
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Paris Reborn: Napoléon III, Baron Haussmann, and the Quest to Build a Modern City


				
Kirkland, Stephane


				
Unread


				
 


				
I love Paris, but not to this level of detail. Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Making War to Keep Peace


				
Kirkpatrick, Jeane J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Blood Will Out: The True Story of a Murder, a Mystery, and a Masquerade


				
Kirn, Walter


				
****


				
8/8/14


				
Lured. If you consider yourself immune from con artists, be sure to read Walter Kirn’s book titled, Blood Will Out: The True Story of a Murder, a Mystery, and a Masquerade. In this non-fiction book that reads like a novel, Kirn is lured by a master manipulator he knows as Clark Rockefeller. The fact that Kirn spent more than a dozen years under the influence of this con man leads a reader to think Kirn is totally gullible or the Rockefeller imposter must have been quite a convincing character. This is the kind of story of a train wreck that I couldn’t look away from. I had to read to the end. After reading the book, I concluded that Kirn may have been susceptible to manipulation, and that Clark Rockefeller was a very skilled con artist. Read for yourself and feel that sense of schadenfreude, thankful that it was Kirn, not you, who was manipulated.
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Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever


				
Kirn, Walter


				
**


				
7/25/09


				
Misfit. I found myself stuck between laughing and crying as I read Walter Kirn’s memoir, Lost in the Meritocracy: The Undereducation of an Overachiever. The book covers Kirn’s school years through Princeton, and along the way, Walter learned to win prizes, but missed most other elements in the acquisition of what would be considered a quality education. To those who say education is wasted on the young, this book can become a bible. Kirn learns the sounds to create the impression of being educated, and that leads him to awards and recognition. He’s a misfit at Princeton, and the bulk of Lost in the Meritocracy covers those years of drug-induced malaise and disconnection. Kirn’s fine writing proves that somewhere along the way he has acquired many of the elements of what we consider education. Like many of us, he may not have acquired those elements from the expected places, like fine schools.
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Mission to America


				
Kirn, Walter


				
**


				
Dec 05


				
Isolation. Two young missionaries from Montana cult leave their isolated community in search of converts to improve the gene pool, and along the way become enticed by the allures of life outside. Some good satire, but weak character development.
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On China


				
Kissinger, Henry


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/418ro95bI4L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Who Is Rich?


				
Klam, Matthew


				
****


				
10/26/17


				
Conflicted. Graphic artist Rich Fischer is protagonist and narrator of Matthew Klam’s novel titled, Who Is Rich?. Rich doesn’t have much money, his one graphic novel is out of print, his work doing illustrations for a magazine is mediocre and declining, and he has fallen in love outside his marriage. His lover, Amy, is the wife of a billionaire and they are both conflicted over their passions and over the place of money in their lives. While midlife struggles can become weary to read, Klam’s prose is so finely written that even impatient readers are likely to enjoy Rich’s plight.
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The Cutting Room


				
Klavan, Laurance


				
Unread
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Redeployment


				
Klay, Phil


				
*****


				
8/8/14


				
Meaning. Fiction from veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan seems to be getting better and better. The best I’ve read so far is Redeployment by Phil Klay, a collection of short stories. In most of these stories, we meet characters who are searching for meaning. There’s brutality, chaos, fear and guilt, alongside friendship, caring and survival. What makes me love these stories so much is Klay’s finely written prose. Klay can pack a wallop in a single sentence, and I read many of them more than once. This is a great collection from a thoughtful and talented writer.
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Charlie Mike: A True Story of Heroes Who Brought Their Mission Home


				
Klein, Joe


				
Unread
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Politics Lost


				
Klein, Joe


				
Unread
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The Natural: The Misunderstood Presidency of Bill Clinton


				
Klein, Joe


				
**


				
May 02


				
Attempt at analysis and perspective may be too soon. Readers will know Klein’s point of view and not much else after reading this small book.
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The Running Mate


				
Klein, Joe


				
***


				
 


				
Slow exposition. Part civics lesson and part novel. If you like politics, give it a try. More interesting than much of the presidential campaign.
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Rainbow’s End: The Crash of 1929


				
Klein, Maury


				
**


				
Feb 02


				
A historian’s perspective on the stock market crash of 1929, full of fascinating characters and the context of those interesting times.
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Cabin Porn: Inspiration for Your Quiet Place Somewhere


				
Klein, Zach


				
Unread
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From Poverty to Prosperity: Intangible Assets, Hidden Liabilities and The Lasting Triumph over Scarcity


				
Kling, Arnold and Nick Schulz


				
Unread
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The Overflowing Brain: Information Overload and the Limits of Working Memory


				
Klingberg, Torkel


				
Unread
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But What If We’re Wrong?


				
Klosterman, Chuck


				
****


				
3/2/17


				
Questions. For general readers who are open to the possibility of changing one’s mind, there are loads of questions and doubts that arise in Chuck Klosterman’s book titled, But What If We're Wrong?: Thinking About the Present As If It Were the Past. I was entertained by the ways in which Klosterman poses his questions, and found myself putting the book down at several points and taking a walk to think about what I had just read. During a time when many of us are very firm in our views and can be stubborn about what we think we know, this book can open one’s mind to the possibility that we may well we wrong. For a dose of humility, peppered with humor, read this entertaining book.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
I Wear the Black Hat: Grappling with Villains


				
Klosterman, Chuck


				
****


				
9/10/13


				
Punchy. Read an excerpt from Chuck Klosterman’s I Wear the Black Hat: Grappling with Villains, and chances are good that you’ll want to read the whole book. Through great pacing and punchy prose, Klosterman riffs on our reaction to various types of villains. Before I knew it, he had me thinking about my own, often counterintuitive, reactions to certain behavior. I laughed and I winced at some of what Klosterman had to say. If you like good prose and quirky thinking, give this book a try.
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X


				
Klosterman, Chuck


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
My Struggle: Book One


				
Knausgaard, Karl Ove


				
Unread
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My Struggle: Book Three


				
Knausgaard, Karl Ove


				
Unread
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My Struggle: Book Two


				
Knausgaard, Karl Ove


				
Unread
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Small Crimes in An Age of Abundance


				
Kneale, Matthew


				
Unread
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Who Is Vera Kelly?


				
Knecht Rosalie


				
***


				
11/6/18


				
Character. It took me longer than usual to read a novel titled, Who Is Vera Kelly?, by Rosalie Knecht, and I think I know why. While the chapters are short, they shift between two time periods and locations. While I thought this was a spy novel, it is really a character study which, duh, I should have concluded from the title. By the time I finished the novel, I appreciated getting to know Vera Kelly, the spy and the person. Scenes in Buenos Aires and New York City were finely drawn. Now that I know something about Vera Kelly, I wonder if Knecht will reprise her in another novel.
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The Proving Ground


				
Knecht, G. Bruce


				
**


				
08/01


				
Gripping story of death and disaster in a sailing race, including Larry Ellison of Oracle’s experience. Read longer review.
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Goodnight, Nobody


				
Knight, Michael


				
***


				
Apr 03


				
Mesmerizing. Nine well-written short stories full of imaginative plots, and enough character development to please readers.
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Head Wounds


				
Knopf, Chris


				
***


				
Sep 08


				
Nailed. Protagonist Sam Acquillo returns in third Southhampton mystery, this time as a suspect in the murder of a builder who was killed with Sam’s construction stapler. An intelligent reader’s mystery.
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Two Time


				
Knopf, Chris


				
Unread
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The Leavers


				
Ko, Lisa


				
****


				
6/27/17


				
Deported. Lisa Ko’s debut novel titled, The Leavers, packs a wallop. Set in New York City and China, the novel tells the story of a mother, Polly, and her son, Deming, from both their perspectives. Polly became an undocumented immigrant who was deported to China, leaving Deming behind in New York where he is adopted and renamed Daniel. Ko presents the stories of Polly and Deming, their separation and reunion, with finely written prose and astute insight into the immigrant experience, especially the travail of the detention of undocumented workers. The emotional depth of the shared loss of years of separation for Polly and Deming is one of the strengths of this finely written novel.
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Good Profit: How Creating Value for Others Built One of the World's Most Successful Companies


				
Koch, Charles G.


				
Unread
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Dear Mr. M.


				
Koch, Herman


				
Unread
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Lippman, Laura


				
***


				
10/25/11


				
Games. The characters in Laura Lippman’s novel, The Most Dangerous Thing, are developed in ways that blend childhood and adulthood. Through story development in 1979 and the present, Lippman creates the context in which these individuals have become who they are today. The games of childhood, and the secrets long kept, become defining for these characters, and have consequences beyond anyone’s expectations. Lippman sets this novel in Baltimore, as she’s done with her earlier novels, and reprises Tess Monaghan in a minor role late in the book. Readers who like character-driven fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Wilde Lake


				
Lippman, Laura


				
****


				
6/9/16


				
Secrets. Fans of Laura Lippman’s novels will find familiar qualities in her book titled, Wilde Lake. First, Lippman captures a vivid sense of place, and in this novel Columbia, Maryland is rendered with great skill. Second, the characters are always compelling in a Lippman novel, and this novel is no exception. We care about them, and come to understand them in all of their complexity. Third, we can count on Lippman to structure a plot that will maintain our interest from beginning to end. She does that in this novel with great skill. There are secrets at the core of this story, and by the time those secrets are revealed, we know the place, we care about the characters, and we appreciate what the revelation of the secrets will entail. If these are qualities that you like to see in a novel, consider reading this book.
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The Ask


				
Lipsyte, Sam


				
***


				
5/25/10


				
Failure. There’s enough misery, failure and disappointment in the world to go around, so why read a comedic novel like Sam Lipsyte’s The Ask? Maybe it’s that delicate feeling of schadenfreude that brings readers looking for an escape from one’s own real world to the situation of someone in even worse shape. Protagonist Milo Burke is failing at work, marriage, parenting and friendship. A failed painter, he works in development for a low-tier university. A college friend, Purdy, becomes a prospect for a big donation, and Milo becomes the point person. Purdy asks Milo to do some other things for him, which adds to the humor in the novel. Each character in this novel will bring both humor and sadness to a reader. All the comedy is dark, and readers who enjoy that will find much to like on these pages.
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The Fun Parts


				
Lipsyte, Sam


				
****


				
4/12/13


				
Humor. Intelligent readers who like their humor infused with social satire and the occasional snarky tone are those most likely to enjoy the baker’s dozen stories in a new collection from Sam Lipsyte titled, The Fun Parts. The most interesting characters in these stories have trouble with something: drugs, booze, restraint. I had read some of these stories in The New Yorker, and on a second reading, they retained the fine sharp writing, humor, and efficiency that I loved the first time around. Treat yourself to almost two weeks of reading pleasure if you restrain yourself to one per day.
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Preparation for the Next Life


				
Lish, Atticus


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Other. Some works of fiction present characters just like us, so we can be entertained by the human condition as we live it everyday. Other works of fiction present characters from the margins of society, and whose lives are very different from our own. Atticus Lish’s debut novel titled, Preparation for the Next Life, revels in the margins as he draws a portrait of characters most of us would consider as the “other.” Protagonist Zou Lei, an ethnic Uigher Muslim from China, was smuggled into the United States, where she now tries to disappear. Protagonist Brad Skinner is a veteran with PTSD who keeps re-living what happened on his last tour in Iraq. They come together in Queens, the melting pot of the world, and Lish draws us into their isolation and the world in which they and we struggle to survive and hope to thrive.
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The Narrow Door: A Memoir of Friendship


				
Lisicky, Paul


				
Unread
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A Spectacle of Corruption


				
Liss, David


				
***


				
May 04


				
Politics as Usual. Foray into 18th century British politics provides entertaining respite from current U.S. presidential election cycle. Well-written historical fiction with meticulous description of London scenes and period dialogue.
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The Day of Atonement


				
Liss, David


				
Unread
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The Ethical Assassin


				
Liss, David


				
***


				
June 06


				
Animals. Author known for historical fiction takes on trailer trash in modern South Florida and provides a manifesto for treating animals with respect while presenting captivating ensemble of characters.
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The Whiskey Rebels


				
Liss, David


				
Unread
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Attention. Deficit. Disorder.


				
Listi, Brad


				
**


				
May 06


				
Disconnected. Creative, odd, unusual, debut novel may be the most unique fiction offering this year. Readers who expect order and focus should look elsewhere.
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The Last Chicken in America


				
Litman, Ellen


				
***


				
July 08


				
Pittsburgh. Debut writer calls this a novel in stories. Set in the Russian immigrant community of the Squirrel Hill neighborhood, the emotions, characters and experience are universal.
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Thanks, Obama: My Hopey, Changey White House Years


				
Litt, David


				
****


				
3/3/18


				
Wit. I didn’t expect to do more than skim a few pages of the book by former Obama speechwriter David Litt titled, Thanks, Obama: My Hopey, Changey White House Years. Instead, Litt’s fine storytelling and wit carried me through, and before I knew it I had finished over three hundred well-written pages. There’s often a “pinch me” quality behind Wit’s story of coming of age in the White House. Whatever your politics, consider reading this book for the wit contained on its pages.
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Legends


				
Littell, Robert


				
****


				
Sep 05


				
Discovery. Fast paced spy novel explores the identities or legends of protagonist Martin Odum who tries to discover who he really is, and who he has been during his CIA career.
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The Debriefing


				
Littell, Robert


				
***


				
Sep 04


				
Indistinguishable. Reprinting of well-crafted cold war era espionage novel that displays few differences in behavior between the good guys and the bad guys when it comes to deceit and using power.
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The Stalin Epigram


				
Littell, Robert


				
Unread
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Guiding Lights: The People Who Lead Us Toward Our Purpose in Life


				
Liu, Eric


				
Unread
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Consequences


				
Lively, Penelope


				
****


				
Sep 07


				
Accidents. Fine prose with deep and rich multigenerational characters who explore what life is all about, and conclude that it’s mostly accidental, with one thing leading to another.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0670038563]


		

		
				
 


				
Dancing Fish and Ammonites


				
Lively, Penelope


				
****


				
5/9/14


				
Mind. There are many great reasons to read Penelope Lively’s memoir, Dancing Fish and Ammonites. Her prose soars. Reading the recollections of others can stimulate one’s own recollections. We’re all aging, and the observations of a fine writer can inform readers about aspects of that process. The workings of the mind are fascinating, and when presented by Lively seem to deepen. A few sentences on objects can trigger one’s own observations about prized possessions and their meaning. Any time spent with such lucid intelligence may lead to some of it rubbing on the reader. Pick your reason and then read this book before your life slips away.
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Family Album


				
Lively, Penelope


				
Unread
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How It All Began


				
Lively, Penelope


				
***


				
3/27/12


				
Accidental. What I enjoyed most about Penelope Lively’s novel, How It All Began, was the cast of charming and endearing characters. Lively frames her plot around the notion of how a single accident can lead to considerable consequences for characters that at first seem unconnected from one another. For those readers who like to read about a wide range of behavior, enjoy witty dialogue, and have any interest at all in chaos theory, this novel will deliver the goods.
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Life in the Garden


				
Lively, Penelope


				
****


				
11/24/18


				
Community. Fans of Penelope Lively’s novels and gardeners are those readers most likely to enjoy her book titled, Life in the Garden. Her reflections about gardening become insights about community, connections to nature, and reflections about different gardens throughout her long life. I think we never have too much beauty in our lives, and the smallest garden can become a place where beauty is found. Lively reflects on her well-spent life using the gardens as our guide in telling that story.
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Making It Up


				
Lively, Penelope


				
Unread
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The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories


				
Lively, Penelope


				
****


				
11/21/17


				
Observations. The fifth short story collection by Penelope Lively is titled, The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories. In each of the fifteen stories, Lively calls attention to some observations about people or situations that might be overlooked, and leads readers to a revelation or understanding. She often uses humor as the path to insight and wisdom, and her prose conveys her joy in our language. Readers who enjoy literary fiction, especially short stories, are those most likely to enjoy this collection.
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Mercury


				
Livesey, Margot


				
****


				
4/12/17


				
Obsession. Readers who have ever been obsessed by something or someone are those most likely to enjoy reading Margot Livesey’s novel titled, Mercury. Protagonist Liv has become obsessed by a horse named Mercury, and all the tension in this psychological novel flows from that obsession. For anyone who has been prevented from being with the object or person or animal of desire, the extremes of Liv’s behavior will be easily understood. In addition to the element of obsession, Livesey also delves into the typical detachment that can take place from anything and anyone not related to the obsession. Finally, Livesey adds a bundle of secrets as a necessary component to round out the ways in which living an obsessed life places an individual in compromising situations.
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Is God a Mathematician?


				
Livio, Mario


				
Unread
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Losing My Religion: How I Lost My Faith Reporting on Religion in America-and Found Unexpected Peace


				
Lobdell, William


				
Unread
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Bluebird, Bluebird


				
Locke, Attica


				
*****


				
3/20/18


				
Restoration. Almost every character in Attica Locke’s finely written novel titled, Bluebird, Bluebird, is involved in some form of restoration. Protagonist and black Texas Ranger Darren Matthews finds himself under suspicion for the murder of a white drug dealer and he longs to restore his reputation. A black lawyer from Chicago drives to East Texas to restore his father’s guitar by putting it in the hands of a former band member, but he is then killed. Geneva Sweet wants restorative justice for the unsolved murder of her husband, and a wealthy white landowner wants Geneva’s property to be restored to the longtime holdings of his family. Every character is finely drawn and complex, and Locke’s prose is lyrical, while never deviating from telling a story that will engage every reader.
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Pleasantville


				
Locke, Attica


				
****


				
8/25/15


				
Manipulation. I did not read Attica Locke’s 2009 debut novel titled, Black Water Rising, but now that I have read her second novel featuring protagonist Jay Porter, I may go back and read the first novel. Locke’s novel, Pleasantville, describes a community in north Houston where blacks are striving to succeed. Locke presents a large cast of characters and families, drawing readers into schemes of manipulation and self-dealing. Along the way, readers will enjoy finely written prose, great dialogue and an engaging plot. Readers who enjoy a well-told story with wise insight into local politics are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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Priestdaddy


				
Lockwood, Patricia


				
*****


				
8/3/17


				
Depth. The more pages I read in Patricia Lockwood’s memoir titled, Priestdaddy, the more I wanted to read. Her prose is wonderful. I don’t know how long it took her to compose each sentence, but the result is terrific. She can be hilarious at the beginning of a paragraph, and by the end, can leave a reader with a deep insight into human nature. Her father, Greg Lockwood, is a Catholic priest. Her home life was unusual, and she mines her father’s quirkiness and the family situation for all she can find and share. She can be raunchy on one page, slapstick hilarious on the next, and then offer deep insight. Lockwood does all this with such ease and grace that I finished the book hungry for more.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
A Man of Parts


				
Lodge, David


				
**


				
11/22/11


				
Cranky. It didn’t take me long to get cranky while reading David Lodge’s fictional biography of H.G. Wells titled, A Man of Parts. Perhaps the genre of fictional biography leaves me cold. While I found Lodge’s writing to be engaging, I found the character of Wells to be far less interesting than either Wells’ writing or Lodge’s. The constraints of this quirky subject who lived a complex and vibrant life became tiresome for me after a hundred or so pages. I slogged through to the end, but remained cranky to the last. Readers with affection for Wells or who enjoy Lodge’s writing are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Author Author


				
Lodge, David
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Deaf Sentence


				
Lodge, David


				
***


				
Dec 08


				
Aging. Expertly written novel riffs on all the ways in which we are challenged as we age, with special emphasis on the misunderstandings that can entrap the hard of hearing.
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The Power of Full Engagement: Managing Energy, Not Time Is the Key to High Performance and Personal Renewal


				
Loehr, Jim and Tony Schwartz


				
***


				
Aug 03


				
Energizing. Most executives have managed the stress part of personal energy management, but often falter in finding the right methods for recovery to regain energy. This book tells stories about what has worked for clients, including athletes.
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Oak


				
Logan, William Bryant


				
Unread
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The Good Parents


				
London, Joan


				
***


				
4/18/09


				
Prodigal. If the usual role of children is to drive their parents to distraction, the preferred role for parents is to love their children no matter what. Joan London explores the parent-child relationship in her novel, The Good Parents. Maya de Jong leaves her rural small town at age 20 for a new life and job in Melbourne. As her parents, Toni and Jacob, arrive for an extended visit with her, Maya disappears. London uses that tension to lead Toni and Jacob to reflect on their youth, and the compromises and choices they’ve made throughout their lives. London mines each character for the ways in which one life needs to be abandoned before another can begin. Wandering and deep love converge on these pages, as does loss and disappointment. London’s fine writing makes the process of reflection come alive.
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A Mother’s Tale


				
Lopate, Phillip


				
Unread
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The Man Who Made Vermeers: Unvarnishing the Legend of Master Forger Han van Meegeren


				
Lopez, Jonathan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
But Come Ye Back: A Novel in Stories


				
Lordan, Beth


				
***


				
June 04


				
Lovely. Novel in stories captures Ohio couple who retire to Ireland and continue to change and grow with all the complexity of mature marriages and long-intertwined lives.
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A Beginner’s Guide to Changing the World


				
Losada, Isabel


				
Unread
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The Rest of Us


				
Lott, Jessica


				
****


				
5/16/14


				
Artists. I find that at some times I prefer novels that reinforce for me a familiarity with human nature, and at other times I like novels that introduce to me aspects of human behavior with which I am more unfamiliar. I assign Jessica Lott’s debut novel, The Rest of Us, to that latter category. The lives and behavior of the central characters of this novel involve dimensions of academia and art that are unfamiliar to me. I found myself entranced by this love story supplemented by the passion of being artists. I didn’t like the characters, and didn’t identify with them, but thanks to Lott’s fine prose, I kept wanting to see where all this would lead, and how their lives would change. Readers willing to try a literary debut novel should consider reading this one.
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Deviate: The Science of Seeing Differently


				
Lotto, Beau


				
****


				
9/5/18


				
Perceptions. Neuroscientist Beau Lotto blows my mind. In his book titled, Deviate: The Science of Seeing Differently, he explains how our brains have not evolved to see things accurately. It’s all about perceptions, and Lotto explains how that part of science operates. Finally, we can appreciate why others see things differently! Perception is subjective. The book is packed with optical illusions that support Lotto’s messages.
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Irreplaceable


				
Lovely, Stephen


				
***


				
2/23/09


				
Relationships. If you’re willing to take a risk on a debut novel this year, consider Stephen Lovely’s Irreplaceable. I found myself enjoying this novel more every fifty or so pages as the characters deepened and their lives become more connected. If the protagonist of a novel is the central character, or the heart of the story, in Irreplaceable, the protagonist would be Isabel, or more specifically, her heart. Isabel and her husband, Alex, have been happily married for three years. While riding her bicycle, Isabel is struck by a truck and killed. Having signed an organ donor card, her organs are harvested, and her heart is transplanted into Janet, who teaches art at an inner city school in Chicago. Lovely presents Alex’s grief with great skill, and allows that to play out on these pages, alongside that of Isabel’s mother, Bernice. Having overhead her doctors comment about the source of her new heart, Janet tracks down Alex and tries to find ways to express her thanks. Janet’s own family is dealing with many issues, and Lovely allows those to develop on these pages as well. Another connection comes from the ways in which the driver who killed Isabel, Jasper, enters the lives of Alex, Bernice and Janet. Lovely describes the transplant process with what seemed like accurate thoroughness. He presents intense emotions without making them more outsized than was necessary. His restraint in developing some characters, such as Janet’s husband, David, was in many ways a strength, while it left some gaps in understanding David as a real person. All in all, Irreplaceable is a promising debut by a talented writer.
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In The Neighborhood: The Search for Community on an American Street, One Sleepover at a Time


				
Lovenheim, Peter


				
***


				
6/22/10


				
Deliberate. Peter Lovenheim took the concept of “up close and personal” and expanded it when he began to explore a proposal with the people who lived on his street in suburban Rochester, New York. Lovenheim realized how isolated he and his neighbors were from each other, how little they knew about each other, so he knocked on a few doors and tried to change that situation. The approach he pursued with receptive neighbors involved him sleeping over at their homes one night and spending an entire day and night with the family. He describes this process and experience in an entertaining book titled, In The Neighborhood: The Search for Community on an American Street, One Sleepover at a Time. As readers would expect, as neighbors came to know each other better, they found ways to care about each other, and act in ways that provided needed support.
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Another One Goes Tonight


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
****


				
10/9/17


				
Cunning. The sixteenth installment in the Detective Peter Diamond mystery series by Peter Lovesey is titled, Another One Goes Tonight. At this point in the series, surprises should be rare and some tedium is likely to set in. Instead, I was delightfully surprised by this mystery, and Diamond’s cunning was well-matched with that of a murderer. Mystery lovers who like a good puzzle in a novel with strong characters and an intricate plot are those most likely to enjoy this installment and this series.
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Beau Death


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
****


				
1/23/18


				
Costume. The seventeenth Peter Diamond mystery by Peter Lovesey provides readers with the usual level of humor, good plotting and an interesting case, supported by familiar characters who are all well-developed. Titled, Beau Death, this novel, set as usual in Bath, features one of the colorful figures from 18th century Bath, Beau Nash, and the contemporary Beau Nash Society in which members wear costumes of that period. When a skeleton is discovered in a building being demolished, there’s speculation that it might be Beau Nash himself, since authentic attire was found surrounding the bones. The scene in which Chief Inspector Peter Diamond wears a costume provided great comic relief. Fans of traditional well-structured mysteries are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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Cop to Corpse


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
***


				
7/23/12


				
Pacing. The eleventh Peter Lovesey crime novel to feature Chief Superintendent Peter Diamond is titled Cop to Corpse. The action opens with the killing of a policeman, the third in the Bath area in past few months. With a moderate pace that never got my heart racing, Diamond slowly follows leads and interviews individuals who might help him solve the crime. While I had guessed the murderer early on, I was still entertained when Diamond solved the puzzle. Fans of detective novels with strong protagonists are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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Down Among the Dead Men


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
****


				
5/13/16


				
Sussex. Peter Lovesey expands his Peter Diamond crime fiction series with a novel titled, Down Among the Dead Men. Detective Diamond has been dragged kicking and screaming from Bath on an outing to Sussex with his boss, Assistant Chief Constable Georgina Dallymore. Their humorous dialogue is reason enough to recommend this novel. Dallymore was called in specifically to handle an internal investigation about a Sussex detective who was suspended for the handling of a murder case. With Diamond on the case, things are observed and the dots are connected. Fans of crime fiction will find a lot to enjoy in this novel.
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The Headhunters


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The Secret Hangman


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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The Stone Wife


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
****


				
10/18/14


				
Chaucer. Readers who delight in a well-constructed crime novel that includes ample red herrings are those most likely to enjoy reading the 14th installment in the Peter Diamond series by Peter Lovesey titled, The Stone Wife. A Chaucer scholar is murdered at an auction while he is bidding on a stone sculpture which he believes depicts the Wife of Bath. While Diamond takes center stage on the case, the whole team contributes to solving the crime. I was especially pleased with all the exposition of Ingeborg’s undercover work to identify the source of the murder weapon. Mystery fans can enjoy this novel as a standalone, but those who read the series will find enhanced reading pleasure from deeper insight into all the fascinating recurring characters.
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The Tooth Tattoo


				
Lovesey, Peter


				
****


				
12/12/13


				
Music. The crime novels by Peter Lovesey featuring the head of Bath’s Criminal Investigation Division, Peter Diamond, are packed with wit, great characters and engaging plots. Readers who enjoy mysteries should consider Lovesey’s latest novel titled, The Tooth Tattoo. A world-renowned classical music quartet provides fascinating characters and an interesting plot, along with a challenge for Diamond. I was thoroughly entertained by Lovesey’s pacing and found myself engaged in trying to piece together a solution from carefully placed clues. It was almost as if I were trying to master a complicated musical composition.
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Remembering Jack: Intimate and Unseen Photographs of the Kennedys


				
Lowe, Jacques


				
***


				
Aug 04


				
Vigor. Take a break from this year’s presidential campaign, and peek at images from 40 years ago that you’ve never seen before.
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Damn Right: Behind the Scenes with Berkshire Hathaway Billionaire Charlie Munger


				
Lowe, Janet


				
****


				
04/01


				
Business leaders can learn many lessons about trust and integrity from the life and example of Charlie Munger, well-presented in this biography. Read longer review.
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America's Bank: The Epic Struggle to Create the Federal Reserve


				
Lowenstein, Roger


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Truce. Informed and patriotic Americans have been divided by certain unresolved tensions and differences for more than two centuries. In his readable book for general audiences titled, America’s Bank: The Epic Struggle to Create the Federal Reserve, Roger Lowenstein turns to the beginning of the twentieth century and the environment that led to a truce between the Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian traditions. One would think that the story of the creation of the Federal Reserve would make for boring reading, but Lowenstein enlivens the narrative with fine writing and insight into the key players who got this done. The differences between those citizens who want a strong central government and those who favor more local control and discretion represent a key element in contemporary politics. Having seen the power of the Federal Reserve during the recent financial crisis, there are critics who would like to see the Fed curtailed or eliminated, and those who support how the Fed helped avoid what could have been a global economic depression. Readers interested in public policy and economics will find a lot to enjoy in this book.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Origins of the Crash: The Great Bubble and Its Undoing


				
Lowenstein, Roger


				
**


				
Apr 04


				
Pedantic Primer. Entertaining tour of recent years by a talented guide, but without insight or perspective.
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The End of Wall Street


				
Lowenstein, Roger


				
****


				
5/25/10


				
Intervention. Roger Lowenstein’s The End of Wall Street, is not the first book to try to make sense of the recent financial crisis, nor will it be the last. As with his earlier books, this is a valuable contribution to the general reader’s understanding of what happened, who did what, what conditions and policies facilitated it all, and what it might mean. This is a journalist’s approach to the subject: lots of interviews with the players involved, and plenty of research into what was being done throughout the crisis. The depth of changes within a short period of time transformed Wall Street. The amount of government intervention has been enormous and was done by individuals who were opposed to such intervention before being placed in the situation that demanded such action. Lowenstein’s writing takes familiar events and situations and adds context, perspective, and inside color. Any reader interesting in learning more about this pivotal time will enjoy reading this book.
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While America Aged: How Pension Debts Ruined General Motors, Stopped the NYC Subways, Bankrupted San Diego, and Loom as the Next Financial Crisis


				
Lowenstein, Roger


				
****


				
Aug 08


				
Promises. Chilling description of the pension mess throughout America and ideas on how to mend the ways of corporations, unions and government to allocate resources more effectively.
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Heroic Leadership: Best Practices from a 450-year-old Company That Changed the World


				
Lowney, Chris


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Give People Money: How a Universal Basic Income Would End Poverty, Revolutionize Work, and Remake the World


				
Lowrey, Annie


				
****


				
8/3/18


				
Will. Annie Lowrey gives any reader interested in public policy a readable overview of the subject of universal basic income in her book titled, Give People Money: How a Universal Basic Income Would End Poverty, Revolutionize Work, and Remake the World. Like the consumption tax, I think UBI could be a policy embraced by both Democrats and Republicans if presented effectively. Democrats will like the idea of providing a stable source of income for all, and Republicans will like the idea of eliminating all the government workers who administer multiple rule-based government assistance programs. My eyes opened a bit wider after reading this book and understanding Lowrey’s claim that implementing a UBI is a matter of will, not math.
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Cyberphobia: Identity, Trust, Security and the Internet


				
Lucas, Edward


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Time to Start Thinking: America in the Age of Descent


				
Luce, Edward


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/5161mtA07wL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Prometheus Deception


				
Ludlum, Robert


				
***


				
01/01


				
Ludlum delivers another outstanding suspense novel.
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The Sigma Protocol


				
Ludlum, Robert


				
***


				
Jan 02


				
Ludlum keeps us guessing who are the good guys and who are the bad guys, as the action unfolds. Ludlum followers will not be disappointed.
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The Paris Option


				
Ludlum, Robert and Gayle Lynds


				
***


				
Sep 02


				
Another suspenseful Covert-One thriller in which agent Jon Smith saves America from terrorists, with the help of familiar friends.
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Of Two Minds: The Growing Disorder in American Psychiatry


				
Luhrmann, T.M.


				
***


				
9/00


				
Highly recommended by a friend and Executive Times subscriber. We found this story of the imbalance between psychopharmacology and psychotherapy disturbing and fascinating. If you have any interest at all in psychiatry, read this book.
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When God Talks Back: Understanding the American Evangelical Relationship with God


				
Luhrmann, T.M.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Story of My Teeth


				
Luiselli, Valeria


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Churchill: Visionary. Statesman. Historian


				
Lukacs, John


				
***


				
Feb 03


				
Forceful. Short, breezy, clear and opinionated historical perspective on three dimensions of the great Winston Churchill. The writing sparkles.
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Democracy and Populism


				
Lukacs, John


				
 


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Five Days in London: May 1940


				
Lukacs, John


				
***


				
May 04


				
On the Brink. Defeatists and appeasers in the British government were ready to give up the fight against Hitler, but Churchill convinced them otherwise. Lucaks claims these five days saved Western Civilization from the revolution of National Socialism, its greatest threat.
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The Future of History


				
Lukacs, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Two Girls Down


				
Luna, Louisa


				
****


				
11/6/18


				
Vega. You may forget to re-apply sunscreen if you’re reading Louisa Luna’s novel titled, Two Girls Down, at the beach. Two girls have gone missing, and a family member has called in Alice Vega to help find them. Vega isn’t warmly received by the local police, so she teams up with a local private eye, Max Caplan. Luna develops these characters and the whole cast with great skill, while maintaining a plot momentum that fits the thriller genre. Caplan’s relationship with his daughter, Nell, was another high point in the novel. I finished reading this novel quickly to great satisfaction and wondered if Luna will continue to write stories featuring Vega, Cap and Nell. I’m ready to read them if she does.
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The Facades


				
Lundgren, Eric


				
***


				
1/21/14


				
Loneliness. Eric Lundgren’s debut novel, The Facades, left me scratching my head, and almost tempted to read it a second time. Protagonist Sven Norberg is a legal clerk whose wife, Molly, has disappeared. They live in a city called Trude, a place that is a shadow of its former grandeur. We learn about Trude as we follow Sven around town in her search for Molly, who is the star mezzo-soprano of the Trude opera. Lundgren’s descriptions of Trude are finely drawn and close to dystopian. I felt for Sven’s loneliness and alienation as he tries to find Molly, and watches as his son, Kyle, moves out of the family home to live with the family of the minister of a fundamentalist church. There’s fine writing in this novel that will appeal most to those readers who enjoy literary fiction and are interested in reading debut novels.
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Truth and Consequences


				
Lurie, Alison


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Deceits. Professor Lurie sets her latest novel at Cornell again, and with no excess exposition, allows readers to savor the deceits in the relationships of four academic characters.
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Car Guys vs. Bean Counters: The Battle for the Soul of American Business


				
Lutz, Bob


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Spellman Files


				
Lutz, Lisa


				
Unread
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Doing Nothing


				
Lutz, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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My Two Italies


				
Luzzi, Joseph


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Honey Farm


				
Lye, Harriet Alida


				
****


				
7/24/18


				
Plagues. Harriet Alida Lye’s debut novel is titled, The Honey Farm. Things are not as they appear on the farm where protagonist Silvia arrives to spend the summer doing manual labor in exchange for room, board and a chance to write. Lye’s finely written prose will delight those readers who enjoy literary fiction. Close readers will revel in the many levels of meaning involving themes of faith, nature, power and control. Silvia seems to have arrived on the set of a bible scene when a series of plagues hit the farm: drought, frogs, lice, water turning red. Silvia finds all kinds of coming of age experiences on the farm, and Lye slowly unveils a story that falls hard by the end.
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When the Luck of the Irish Ran Out: The World's Most Resilient Country and Its Struggle to Rise Again


				
Lynch, David J.


				
***


				
2/11/11


				
Troubles. David Lynch has written a lively account of the bubble and bust of the Celtic tiger in his book, When the Luck of the Irish Ran Out. He covers the politicians and the bankers along with the property developers and the Irish consumers. The key word in the title is “luck;” Lynch makes the point that the Irish had good luck on the way up, and bad luck on the way down. If you haven’t selected your Saint Patrick’s Day reading yet, consider giving this book a try, and lift a pint or two to commiserate with the troubles of the Irish. A short and finely written essay on the same topic comes from Michael Lewis in the March 2011 issue of Vanity Fair titled, “When Irish Eyes Are Crying.” If you like Lewis’ article, chances are good that you’ll enjoy Lynch’s book.
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Grace


				
Lynch, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Leg the Spread: A Woman's Adventures Inside the Trillion-Dollar Boys' Club of Commodities Trading


				
Lynn, Cari


				
***


				
Apr 05


				
Winning. Life in the pits at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange is all about winning, and for women the path to winning has some added obstacles. Entertaining and interesting look at some fascinating people.
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Disrupted: My Misadventure in the Start-Up Bubble


				
Lyons, Dan


				
Unread
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A Map of Tulsa


				
Lytal, Benjamin


				
****


				
7/26/13


				
Geography. I was engaged and entertained by Benjamin Lytal’s debut novel, A Map of Tulsa. The friendship between Jim Praley and Adrienne Booker provides the backdrop for this coming of age story. Lytal addresses loss and grief in the novel in ways that seemed fresh and familiar at the same time. While I have never been to Tulsa, the geography of that place became so detailed and specific it was as if the place were another character in the novel. Readers who enjoy coming of age stories and are willing to take a chance on a debut novel are those most likely to enjoy this well-crafted work.
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The Gentle Subversive : Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, and the Rise of the Environmental Movement


				
Lytle, Mark Hamilton


				
Unread
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Mosque


				
Macaulay, David


				
***


				
June 04


				
Pillars. Whether you read Macaulay’s earlier books, including: Castle, Cathedral, City, Mill, and Pyramid, or not, you’re likely to observe and to learn something new in this latest book.
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Adult Onset


				
MacDonald, Ann-Marie


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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H Is for Hawk


				
Macdonald, Helen


				
*****


				
9/23/15


				
Intense. I expected to browse a few pages of Helen Macdonald’s memoir titled, H Is for Hawk, and then set it aside. After all, I have no interest in goshawks or other birds of prey, and couldn’t imagine that this book would keep my attention. By the second page, Macdonald had me in her talons, thanks to her fine writing. I find that memoirs can offer readers insight into lives quite different from our own while providing insight into our own lives. Macdonald writes this memoir as she grieves her father’s death, and the raw intensity of her grief embeds the prose with its power. I think this is one of the finest explorations of grief that I have ever read.
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Easter Rising


				
MacDonald, Michael Patrick


				
Unread
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Beyond the Bridge


				
MacDonald, Thomas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Charlestown Connection


				
MacDonald, Tom


				
***


				
6/15/12


				
Exchanges. I had the feeling while reading Tom MacDonald’s debut novel, The Charlestown Connection, that he had been thinking about writing this book for a long time. Readers who like crime fiction should consider reading this one. The names of the characters alone were a kick: protagonist Dermot Sparhawk, for one. Set mostly in Boston’s Charlestown neighborhood, MacDonald makes the people and the place appear vivid to the reader. The imaginative plot kept me engaged and entertained, especially with the interesting exchanges of art works.
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Strangers Drowning: Grappling with Impossible Idealism, Drastic Choices, and the Overpowering Urge to Help


				
MacFarquhar, Larissa


				
***


				
4/6/16


				
Extreme. Some of us, for better or for worse, live by the principle that if it’s worth doing, it’s worth overdoing. To those who appreciate the extreme meaning of “too much of a good thing,” Larissa MacFarquhar introduces readers to individuals for whom doing good becomes extreme. Her book titled, Strangers Drowning: Grappling with Impossible Idealism, Drastic Choices, and the Overpowering Urge to Help, offers an unusual take on altruism. She profiles individuals who have become totally devoted to helping others. I finished the book wondering how to process these stories of people whose strong ethical commitments seemed to be lead them to live miserable lives.
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The Media Relations Department of Hizbollah Wishes You a Happy Birthday: Unexpected Encounters in the Changing Middle East


				
MacFarquhar, Neil


				
Unread
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Her Body and Other Parties


				
Machado, Carmen Maria


				
****


				
1/12/18


				
Pick. Pick any reason to read Carmen Maria Machado’s collection of short stories titled, Her Body and Other Parties, but read it. If you’re a man, Machado considers us a different species, and she may well be right. If you’re a woman, Machado articulates a variety of topics relating to women that will either resonate or clash with your views and experiences. If you enjoy finely written prose, Machado provides that in every story. If you are comfortable with post-modern literature, Machado’s experiments here will interest you. I added this book to my reading list because it was a National Book Award finalist. Having read it, I understand why.
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The Wake of Forgiveness


				
Machart, Bruce


				
Unread


				
 


				
I read until page 29 when I lost interest. Shelf of Ennui 2011.
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A Spy Among Friends: Kim Philby and the Great Betrayal


				
Macintyre, Ben


				
***


				
10/18/14


				
Fraternity. Readers who are interested in espionage after World War II are those most likely to enjoy reading Ben Macintyre’s book titled, A Spy Among Friends: Kim Philby and the Great Betrayal. I knew a lot of this story before reading this book, and understood how so many of the players went to the same schools, belonged to same clubs, and were vulnerable to betrayal because it was unimaginable that one of “our kind” would behave dastardly. Macintyre’s research uncovered one particular relationship: between traitor Kim Philby and his best friend, Nicholas Elliott. That pivotal relationship and its consequences serve as the centerpiece for this interesting account of cold war activities.
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Agent Zigzag: A True Story of Nazi Espionage, Love, and Betrayal


				
MacIntyre, Ben


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Feast Days


				
MacKenzie, Ian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Conscious Capitalism: Liberating the Heroic Spirit of Business


				
Mackey, John and Raj Sisodia


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Bring Out the Dog


				
Mackin, Will


				
****


				
5/3/18


				
Field. There are eleven short stories in the debut collection by Will Mackin titled, Bring Out the Dog. Mackin is an Iraq and Afghanistan war veteran and these stories capture Mackin’s perspectives about different aspects of the field of war. Most readers will not have the field experience of these long wars, and Mackin finds ways of making a reader feel that we can understand the people and the places he describes, as well as the feelings of the characters Mackin presents.
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Tethered


				
MacKinnon, Amy


				
**


				
1/3/09


				
Flowers. Amy MacKinnon’s debut novel, Tethered, is captivating and haunting. Protagonist Clara Marsh is a mortician, leading an isolated life in a small house on the same property as the funeral home run by her boss, who lives with his wife above the viewing rooms. Clara remodeled her house to add a greenhouse, hidden from view, her secret garden. After she prepares a body, she selects the appropriate flower for that person. Clara’s character as developed by MacKinnon has much in common with the dead and with the flowers: you can see something, but there’s a part that’s missing or dead. After a little girl named Trecie begins to visit Clara and the funeral home, Clara gets caught up in trying to solve the mystery of who murdered a little girl named Precious Doe years earlier. Along the way, Clara meets a widower, detective Mike Sullivan, who is trying to solve the Doe case, and their relationship seems to have potential, but never quite develops. While a promising debut with some fine prose, I found the character development to be weak, and that caused much of what was good in the novel to fall apart for me. More patient readers might enjoy Tethered more than I did. I’m not disappointed that I gave this debut author a try.   
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I Let You Go


				
Mackintosh, Clare


				
****


				
10/4/16


				
Abuse. Clare Mackintosh grabbed me from page one of novel titled, I Let You Go. Five-year-old Jacob Jordon let go of his mother’s hand for just a second on a Bristol street in front of their home, and dies at the hand of a hit and run driver. The pace remains fast through the multiple narrators, as Mackintosh draws us into understanding of victims and the consequences of abuse. I was surprised by certain plot twists, and that added to my reading pleasure. Readers who enjoy psychological fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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I See You


				
Mackintosh, Clare


				
****


				
3/14/17


				
Stalked. There were times when I was ready to put aside Clare Mackintosh’s novel titled, I See You. Then Mackintosh did something with the plot or a character to surprise me, so I needed to keep reading. She maintains a level of tension in the novel that will please those readers who enjoy crime thrillers. This is a novel about women who are being stalked and it will chill many readers. Aspects of our surveillance society will be creepy for those readers who are anxious enough about new threats in our connected world. Most readers will be entertained by the fast-paced plot and interesting twists.
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Let Me Lie


				
Mackintosh, Clare


				
****


				
5/11/18


				
Turns. Fans of intricately plotted crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy Clare Mackintosh’s novel titled, Let Me Lie. Protagonist Anna Johnson is a new mom who still grieves the death of both her parents within the past year. After Anna receives a message that “it was not suicide,” she stumbles onto retired detective Murray Mackenzie who now works as a civilian at the desk of a local police station. Murray, Anna and readers are all trying to connect the dots as Mackintosh uses multiple narrators to present the story and to lead us all astray. I gave up counting the number of turns I made while reading this novel. By the end, I was entertained and satisfied, confident that I will do a better job at finding clues next time.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Midwinter Break


				
MacLaverty, Bernard


				
****


				
11/21/17


				
Marriage. One thought I had half way through Bernard MacLaverty’s finely written novel titled, Midwinter Break, was that the author was accomplishing lots of things in very few pages, a quality I always appreciate. Things are not they appear as Irish retirees Gerry and Stella Gilmore leave their home in Scotland for a holiday in Amsterdam. MacLaverty captures with great skill the many ways in which long-married couples fall into patterns of behavior and do things that can be concurrently endearing and annoying. Habits and the reaction of a spouse to those habits can become the refining fire of a strong relationship or the consuming flame of a weakening one. Thanks to MacLaverty’s astute character development and finely written prose, we learn a lot about the habits in this marriage, the transforming events of their past, and the uncertainties ahead.
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The Answer to the Riddle Is Me: A Memoir of Amnesia


				
MacLean, David Stuart


				
****


				
5/16/14


				
Kindness. How can we possible repay the kindness of strangers? Do our memories define our identity? David Stuart MacLean’s memoir, The Answer to the Riddle Is Me, goes a long way to explore those questions. The life-altering event that MacLean shares with readers involves what happened following his adverse reaction to an anti-malarial drug called Lariam. Following a blackout in a Hyderabad train station, he awakens with no recollection of who or what he is. Thanks to a kindly train station agent and a police officer, he finds protection and care. He presents his search to figure out who he is with well-written prose and great insight into the formation of identity. Any reader interested in the mind, drug reactions or the ways in which we rely on others to become ourselves will find a lot to enjoy in this book.
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Light Lifting


				
MacLeod, Alexander


				
***


				
5/18/12


				
Realistic. Short story fans willing to give a debut collection a chance are those most likely to enjoy Alexander MacLeod’s Light Lifting. Each of the seven stories presents characters and life situations that can seem ordinary. With MacLeod’s writing skill, these realistic situations, especially in dealing with adversity, can seem deceptively simple. He tells compact stories that develop the identity of characters quickly and weaves in themes of hope and redemption. He finds ways to plumb the psychological lives of his characters to place them in settings that lead to behavior that brings readers a deeper understanding of human nature.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41pb5YpHLfL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Nixon and Mao: The Week That Changed the World


				
MacMillan, Margaret


				
***


				
Aug 07


				
Transformation. Context and details about Nixon’s 1972 visit to China, packed with the who, what, why and how that will interest readers who want to understand the importance of what happened that week.
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Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company that Addicted America


				
Macy, Beth


				
****


				
9/24/18


				
Crisis. I’ve paid intermittent attention to the opioid crisis in America, having read articles every now and then about increasing rates of addiction, about the Sackler family and Purdue Pharma, and the struggles of some rural communities to respond to the crisis. Now that I’ve read Beth Macy’s book titled, Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company that Addicted America, I better understand the scope of the crisis which is larger and more sinister than I had imagined. Greed and negligence have combined to kill and cripple too many people for too long.
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Molly Fox’s Birthday


				
Madden, Deirdre


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2011
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Drift: The Unmooring of American Military Power


				
Maddow, Rachel


				
****


				
4/19/12


				
Compelling. Open-minded readers will find a compelling argument about American military bloat in Rachel Maddow’s book, Drift: The Unmooring of American Military Power. Those readers who have pigeonholed Maddow as a liberal automaton may be deaf to her articulate, witty and thoughtful approach in this book. I found this book to be a reasoned and reasonable exploration of the ways in which we have drifted from our foundational values about a standing military, and for a variety of reasons have funded a military that is too easy to engage in foreign entanglements. True conservatives and libertarians will find her case to be compelling. Any reader interested in public affairs and public policy issues should seriously consider reading this book whether you generally agree or disagree with Maddow.
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I’m Proud of You


				
Madigan, Tim


				
***


				
Mar 07


				
Friendship. Eavesdrop on the friendship that grew between the author and the late Fred Rogers. As a bonus, read the letters that Fred sent to Tim that display goodness and friendship.
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Age of Greed: The Triumph of Finance and the Decline of America, 1970 to the Present


				
Madrick, Jeff


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Seven Bad Ideas: How Mainstream Economists Have Damaged America and the World


				
Madrick, Jeff


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Sensemaking: The Power of the Humanities in the Age of the Algorithm


				
Madsbjerg, Christian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Undertaking


				
Magee, Audrey


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Famous Writers I Have Known 


				
Magnuson, James


				
***


				
5/9/14


				
Con. Frankie Abandonato, the protagonist of James Magnuson’s novel, Famous Writers I Have Known, is a con artist. After fleeing New Jersey in haste after he conned a mobster, he finds himself being met at the Austin, Texas airport by three creative writing students who think he is the reclusive writer they are intended to meet and transport to teach in their renowned program. Magnuson’s satire will appeal in a special way to anyone familiar with university writing programs. General readers are likely to enjoy the con, the charm of many of the characters, and the pacing of the story.
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Blameless


				
Magris, Claudio


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Association of Small Bombs


				
Mahajan, Karan


				
****


				
1/16/17


				
Survivors. Readers who love finely written prose should consider Karan Mahajan’s novel titled, The Association of Small Bombs. Mahajan draws close attention to a car bomb in New Delhi in 1996 and explores with precision the damage to survivors, including the individuals who were injured but survived the blast, the family of the victims who were killed, those responsible for the bombing, and society overall. All these survivors bear scars. Read this novel for the fine writing, then ponder what Mahajan has to say to us about living in our complicated and conflicted world.
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Seeing Language in Sign: The Work of William C. Stokoe


				
Maher, Jane


				
 


				
05/00


				
Stokoe got American Sign Language acknowledged as a real, mature, full fledged language and thereby changed the lives of generations of deaf students.
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Down the Nile: Alone in a Fisherman’s Skiff


				
Mahoney, Rosemary


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Travels. Author’s fine prose relates her travel to an unfamiliar place (Egypt) where she gets do what she loves (row). Best for the unhurried armchair traveler’s reading at home by the fire.
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Bonjour Laziness


				
Maier, Corinne


			

		





	

How About Never--Is Never Good for You?: My Life in Cartoons


				
Mankoff, Bob


				
*****


				
3/7/14


				
Bulls-eye. I am at the center of the bulls-eye in the target audience for Bob Mankoff’s memoir, How About Never--Is Never Good for You?: My Life in Cartoons. As soon as the latest issue of The New Yorker arrives on my iPad, I hit the link that lets me read the cartoons first. After that immediate gratification, I move on to the rest of the issue. After I’ve finished reading what I want, I remain on the page for the Cartoon Caption Context. I also subscribe to Bob’s weekly Laughter Lovers email newsletter. When a galley copy of this book landed on my desk, I dropped everything else to read this mix of text and cartoons. I was delighted from beginning to end. Chances are that if you enjoy the cartoons in The New Yorker, you’ll like this view on how the sausage gets made from the perspective of Mankoff, both a talented cartoonist whose recognizable work appears often, and the magazine’s current cartoon editor.  
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The complete cartoons of the New Yorker


				
Mankoff, Robert


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus


				
Mann, Charles C.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created


				
Mann, Charles C.


				
****


				
10/25/11


				
Globalization. Readers who think of globalization as a modern process will learn much from Charles Mann’s book titled, 1493: Uncovering the New World Columbus Created. Mann’s lively writing engages readers as he describes the Columbian Exchange, and the ways in which the Americas, Europe and Asia transferred animals, minerals, fauna and flora to create what he calls the “Homogenocene Age.” We’ve been living in one world for hundreds of years, not decades. Readers who like history and biology will find much to enjoy in this book.
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It's Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System Collided With the New Politics of Extremism


				
Mann, Thomas W. and Norman J. Ornstein


				
****


				
7/23/12


				
Broken. The best preparation for engaged voters ahead of the party conventions and the Fall campaign is to read a sobering book from Thomas W. Mann and Norman J. Ornstein titled It's Even Worse Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System Collided With the New Politics of Extremism.  Mann of the Brookings Institution and Ornstein of the American Enterprise Institute are scholars who understand our political systems and processes. When they say that the legislative process is broken, we should listen. In the first part of the book, they present a diagnosis of the current dysfunction, and in the second part they propose some ideas on a remedy. Whether you agree or disagree with their assessment and proposals, if you are interested in public affairs, you should listen to their thoughtful analysis.
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Go the F**k to Sleep


				
Mansbach, Adam


				
****


				
6/27/11


				
Exasperated. It’s the rare parent who has not become exasperated while trying to get a child to sleep. Adam Mansbach captures that experience in his cute new book, Go the F**k to Sleep. I had the pleasure on Father’s Day of listening to the audio version of this book which is read by the talented Samuel L. Jackson. That one note of naughtiness, the use of the f-word, is the core of the humor of the book. I suggest listening to the audio version for your own entertainment, and buying the picture book for any new parents who look a bit sleep deprived. They need a good laugh.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51juoKz2LGL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Manliness


				
Mansfield, Harvey C.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Bring Up the Bodies


				
Mantel, Hilary


				
****


				
7/23/12


				
Competence. Most readers who liked reading Wolf Hall, including me, looked forward to Hilary Mantel’s continuation of her historical fiction series set in the Tudor period. Her latest novel, Bring Up the Bodies, focuses on the last year of Anne Boleyn’s life, and continues to feature Thomas Cromwell in all his scheming and impressive competence. I don’t know whether the Cromwell in history matches up to Mantel’s depiction, but all that he chooses to do and not to do seems to be carefully calculated. My recollection of Cromwell from history fits a narrower profile that Mantel presents. He is both likeable and complex in her version, and I was enthralled with a story I knew on the margins as I quickly read this entertaining novel. Any reader who likes historical fiction or has any interest in England’s history will find much to like in this book.
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The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher


				
Mantel, Hilary


				
*****


				
11/15/14


				
Delightful. While I loved reading Hilary Mantel’s long and intricate historical novels, I didn’t know what to expect from a collection of ten short stories titled after one of them, The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher. A few pages in, I had the image: here’s Mantel tossing off great writing as a sweet break from her longer writing. I found my eyes bulging during some of these stories, as I chuckled my way through others. I’m more impressed than ever at her versatility and the breadth of her writing skills. Any fan of short fiction will find a lot to enjoy in this collection, and book lovers who attend author readings will laugh at what that can be like from this author’s hilarious point of view.  


				
[image: 1627792104]


		

		
				
 


				
Wolf Hall


				
Mantel, Hilary


				
****


				
4/8/10


				
Machinations. Readers who enjoy historical fiction will experience delight from Hilary Mantel’s finely written novel, Wolf Hall. Almost six hundred pages and packed with a giant cast of characters, the novel is set during the reign of England’s King Henry VIII. The protagonist is Thomas Cromwell, who comes across as a more sympathetic and complex character than is described in history. Those readers whose knowledge of Cromwell and Thomas More comes from the Robert Bolt play, A Man For All Seasons, will find a darker More and a kinder Cromwell in Wolf Hall. Those readers who enjoy this period of history will find an easier time keeping track of the characters; others may need to keep referring back to the list of characters to keep the players straight. The political machinations are presented with a liveliness that makes an exciting historical time seem contemporary, while remaining true to its period.
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Once in a Great City: A Detroit Story


				
Maraniss, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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When Pride Still Mattered


				
Maraniss, David


				
***


				
 


				
This life of Vince Lombardi takes the reader back to a time when the world seemed simpler. Enjoyable reading.
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The Other Language


				
Marciano, Francesca


				
****


				
8/21/14


				
Transformations. Each of the nine stories in the collection by Francesca Marciano titled, The Other Language, explores some aspect of a transformation. Characters face life changes, are thrust into new places, or find that an object takes on the power of being able to change one’s life. Readers who enjoy short stories can parcel these out one at a time and find pleasure from a variety of settings and characters, thanks to Marciano’s fine writing.
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Leaving the Sea


				
Marcus, Ben


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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The Flame Alphabet


				
Marcus, Ben


				
****


				
4/19/12


				
Toxic. For some “meat and potatoes” readers, reading a literary novel can be like being told to eat one’s vegetables because they’re good for you. The taste is often less appealing, especially when plot can be confusing or absent, or the subject matter is depressing. The latest novel from Ben Marcus, The Flame Alphabet, may be an acquired taste for most readers. This is a dystopic novel in which the speech of children causes disease, while the reaction of parents is to continue to love and be drawn to the suffering from this toxicity. Our desire for community comes through in the odd way in which religious practice is conducted. You may not read a stranger novel this year if you approach this one. Sometimes, it’s worth the stretch to explore something imaginative and unusual. For some readers, this novel is worth the stretch.
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Oil on the Brain


				
Margonelli, Lisa


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Gerard Manley Hopkins: A Life


				
Mariani, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens


				
Mariani, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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The Infatuations


				
Marias, Javier


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41d2pLbvozL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Big Questions: How Philosophy Can Change Your Life


				
Marinoff, Lou


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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The Winter Girl


				
Marinovich, Matt


				
****


				
5/13/16


				
Twisted. Were he alive, Alfred Hitchcock would make a movie of Matt Marinovich’s novel, The Winter Girl, with glee. It’s a great story, truly scary, and full of plot twists that entertain. Packed with strained relationships, the novel maintains tension from beginning to end, just what most readers want from a thriller. I found myself visualizing many scenes as I read, and even sensing creepy background music at the right places. Readers who like scary thrillers are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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The Psycho Ex Game


				
Markoe, Merrill


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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No One Would Listen: A True Financial Thriller


				
Markopolos, Harry


				
***


				
10/8/11


				
Persistence. Six or seven times over the past eighteen months, I picked up and put down Harry Markopolos’ book about Bernie Madoff, No One Would Listen. I’d get interested quickly, then get bored quickly. I found his communication skills to be weak, and I began to understand at least one reason why the SEC didn’t follow up: he seemed like a crank. As everyone knows, he was right, and the whistle he tried to blow wasn’t heeded. My persistence, and his, endured to a resolution. I’m glad I read his account of what happened. I just wish he had made it more engaging. Readers with more patience than me are likely to enjoy this book, and anyone interested in finance and the Madoff scheme will find something of interest in this book.   
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Fathers and Daughters


				
Markovits, Benjamin


				
****


				
Mar 06


				
Seasons. Four connected novellas named for the seasons, with characters seen from different points of view. Fine literary fiction full of emotional depth and the bonds of relationships.
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The Vanishing Point


				
Markson, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Matterhorn: A Novel of the Vietnam War


				
Marlantes, Karl


				
***


				
6/2/10


				
Shadows. Over Memorial Day weekend, I had the honor and pleasure of reading Karl Marlantes debut novel, Matterhorn: A Novel of the Vietnam War. Weighing in at almost two pounds and just under 600 pages, this is a finely written novel that seemed to cover with great respect and care so many key components of that war: brave soldiers performing heroically in bad situations; the pointlessness and futility of why we were there and what we were doing; the foibles of leadership and the relentless politics. Protagonist Lieutenant Waino Mellas becomes a memorable and complex character on these pages, and by the time I turned the last page, I wanted the story to keep going. The memories of the Marines of Bravo Company, especially those killed in battle, remained with me like shadows after I finished the book. Any veteran and anyone who wants a glimpse of what Vietnam was like will likely find this book well worth reading.
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What It Is Like To Go To War


				
Marlantes, Karl


				
***


				
11/22/11


				
Warriors. Karl Marlantes answers a question the majority of Americans cannot answer because of our lack of experience. In his book, What It Is Like To Go To War, Marlantes uses his own experience in Vietnam to try to explain with honesty and openness what war was like. Those who have been in war may find that Marlantes speaks for them or describes something quite different from their own experience. Through fine writing, Marlantes explores the psychological intensity of the experience of war, both at the time and for long afterward. He examines spirituality and the process of reflection about what took place in shadow.
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Memories of My Melancholy Whores


				
Marquez, Gabriel Garcia


				
***


				
Jan 06


				
Romance. After giving himself the gift of a 14 year old virgin prostitute for his 90th birthday, the protagonist remembers scores of past prostitutes and continues his search for love.
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Head of State


				
Marr, Andrew


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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A Constellation of Vital Phenomena


				
Marra, Anthony


				
****


				
12/12/13


				
Humanity. Prepare yourself to be disoriented if you decide to read Anthony Marra’s finely written debut novel, A Constellation of Vital Phenomena. The beginning of each chapter provides an excellent orientation in time by highlighting the year during which a chapter’s narrative took place. The overall setting is Chechnya during war. Each chapter reveals something new about the characters and their struggles. Marra captures the horrors and injustice of war, while revealing the ways in which our humanity can survive and thrive. I found myself reading this novel quickly, trying to pay attention to time periods so I could piece things together. Marra’s fine prose redeems the structure of the novel, and many critics have considered this among the best books of the year.
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The  Tsar of Love and Techno


				
Marra, Anthony


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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As Lie Is to Grin


				
Marsalis, Simeon


				
****


				
12/19/17


				
Matriculation. One of the best debut novels I’ve read in a long time is the compact book by Simeon Marsalis titled, As Lie Is to Grin. The narrator and protagonist, David, arrives at college in Vermont doing what all college students eventually do while matriculating: finding answers to important questions. Race and class and fitting in are all in play, with David’s confusion in the present trying to make sense of the past. Marsalis places David as an African American in a predominantly white college. Then he explores the backstory from the prior year that made sense of what led David to Vermont. The prose is finely written, and explores complex ideas with great skill.
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Strange Glory: A Life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer


				
Marsh, Charles


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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Admissions: Life as a Brain Surgeon


				
Marsh, Henry


				
****


				
12/17/18


				
Humanity. Surgeons are people, too. In his memoir titled, Admissions: Life as a Brain Surgeon, brain surgeon Henry Marsh reflects on his life and work with candor and a dose of humility. He talks about his mistakes, and the consequences of those errors on his patients. Beyond his work in England, Marsh describes different conditions during pro bono work in Ukraine and Nepal. His frustrations about working in Ukraine come across with clarity and compassion: caught between the need to do the work while knowing the work could be done better. I enjoyed reading his candid reflections about life and work.
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Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain Surgery


				
Marsh, Henry


				
****


				
7/24/15


				
Candid. One of the liveliest non-fiction books I’ve read this year is Henry Marsh’s Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death and Brain Surgery. Marsh is a neurosurgeon in England, and he uses this book to draw readers into the stories of patients, his work as a brain surgeon, and the life and death consequences of his work. I was impressed by the candid way in which he admits to mistakes. His fights with managers and bureaucracy are often humorous. Most of all this is a delightful exploration of our human life in all its wonder. I was delighted from beginning to end.
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Beatrice and Virgil


				
Martel, Yann


				
****


				
5/15/10


				
Horrors. If you liked reading Yann Martel’s Life of Pi, don’t pick up his new novel, Beatrice and Virgil until you understand how different it is. The one element these novels share is the use of animals as characters. The subject of the new novel is the holocaust, and the horrors abound throughout these pages. A writer is experiencing a bloc and becomes interested in a play that a taxidermist is writing. The violence becomes numbing, and by the end of the novel, the extreme brutality becomes horrible through the description of games. This is a work of art about a difficult subject and is written in ways that can lead a reader to revulsion. That can be a strength of art, or an indication that the work is lousy. Readers are likely to love or hate this novel. I think it is finely written, but caution readers to think twice before experiencing the horror on these pages.
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Life of Pi


				
Martel, Yann


				
***


				
Jul 02


				
A memorable, well-told, unforgettable, unbelievable story of the 200 + day Pacific voyage of a shipwrecked Indian teenager and a Royal Bengal tiger.
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The Facts Behind the Helsinki Roccamatios


				
Martel, Yann


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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The High Mountains of Portugal


				
Martel, Yann


				
****


				
6/24/16


				
Journey. Ours is a period of time during which the destination reached quickly becomes more typical than the joy of a meandering journey. In a novel titled, The High Mountains of Portugal, suited for long TSA lines and congested traffic, Yann Martel offers ideas on our search for meaning, the importance of journey, and our relationships with other animals and with the natural world. Structured as three linked stories, the novel offers patient readers finely written prose and a very slow journey from beginning to end. Along the way there are lots of distractions and digressions, and it is in those that key ideas are discovered. Slowing down during the Summer can offer enrichment for many busy people. Consider reading this novel as part of your process of slowing down on your own journey.
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Managing for the Short Term: The New Rules for Running a Business in a Day-to-Day World


				
Martin, Chuck


				
*


				
Aug 02


				
Useless book that parrots e-mail responses by a varying group of executives providing advice that can’t be implemented.
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A Dance with Dragons


				
Martin, George R.R.


				
***


				
9/9/11


				
Extravagant. Does George R.R. Martin get paid by the word? Book five of the Song of Fire and Ice series titled, A Dance with Dragons, comes in at over a thousand pages. Considering that this book was meant to extend the stories of half the characters in book four that he left dangling in that large book, the volume seems excessive, and would benefit from editing. The popularity of the Game of Thrones television adaptation will bring Martin new readers, but I expect those who enjoy the visual grandness of this fantasy world will become tired by the prose and the ways in which Martin leaves one storyline and starts up another. Readers with patience and who are tolerant of wordiness will find extravagant and imaginative stories on these pages. Those who find value in more pages per dollar spent will find such value here. Most readers will bore easily and become confused by all the characters and their backstories. Fans will also be bored by the wasted paragraphs retelling the backstories that loyal readers may know as well as the author. All that said, this is a genre with little of decent writing to entertain readers, and for those who like fantasy tales, there’s much to enjoy here, very much.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51gYzDOPscL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Between Heaven and Mirth: Why Joy, Humor, and Laughter Are at the Heart of the Spiritual Life


				
Martin, James


				
***


				
11/22/11


				
Contagious. We want to be around joyful people. James Martin is a Jesuit priest, a prolific writer and an editor at America magazine. His latest book, Between Heaven and Mirth: Why Joy, Humor, and Laughter Are at the Heart of the Spiritual Life, explores the many ways in which spirituality becomes evident through joy, humor and laughter. He explores each of those areas with wit and self-deprecating stories. The result is an entertaining book that leads to laughter as well as to reflection. I found myself passing along at least two or three anecdotes from this book. Readers who like spiritual themes and humor are those most likely to enjoy this book.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51yhPacr8ML._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything: A Spirituality for Real Life


				
Martin, James


				
Unread
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Greenspan: The Man Behind Money


				
Martin, Justin


				
**


				
01/01


				
Somewhat interesting to find out about Greenspan the man and his formative relationships, especially with his mother and with Ayn Rand. Read first chapter. Read longer review.
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The Abbey: A Story of Discovery


				
Martin, S.J., James


				
***


				
11/20/15


				
Direction. James Martin is a Jesuit priest whose books about spiritual topics have been best sellers. His debut novel titled, The Abbey, features three main characters: a priest who is an abbot, a divorced single mom grieving the death of her son, and her tenant, an architect who works as a handyman at the abbey. Martin presents their life struggles with compassion, and uses his knowledge of spiritual direction to help guide them all toward hope and healing. Over the course of the 200 pages of this novel, Martin develops just enough about the three main characters to have readers recognize them as fully formed individuals, and offers enough plot momentum to tell a complete story. I was mildly entertained by the novel and think that any reader with an interest in spirituality will find something of interest in this novel.
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An Object of Beauty


				
Martin, Steve


				
***


				
1/15/11


				
Amorality. Steve Martin’s new novel, An Object of Beauty, presents a cast of characters in the art world, most of whom will do or say whatever is necessary to get what they want. Martin does a fine job in presenting unappealing characters and immoral behavior in ways that keep readers interested and engaged. His own experience as an art collector provides him with a perspective on the art world that helped this novel present a fully formed world. Martin develops the characters well, immerses readers into the art world, and presents perspective and insight into human behavior. Readers who like character-driven fiction are most likely to enjoy this novel, whether one likes the individual characters or not.  
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Born Standing Up: A Comic’s Life


				
Martin, Steve


				
***


				
Jan 08


				
Resolute. Memoir describes how Martin was resolute in his early years to learn to become a performer, and how hard he worked to acquire and develop skills.
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The Pleasure of My Company


				
Martin, Steve


				
**


				
Nov 03


				
Neurotic. Memorable, obsessive-compulsive narrator unveils Everyman beneath the disorder. Creative and interesting, but not as well written as Shopgirl.
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The Ten, Make That Nine, Habits of Very Organized People. Make That Ten.: The Tweets of Steve Martin


				
Martin, Steve


				
**


				
5/5/12


				
Amusing. Steve Martin’s latest book, The Ten, Make That Nine, Habits of Very Organized People. Make That Ten.: The Tweets of Steve Martin, may appeal to his most ardent fans. I found the book very quick to read, and a few selected tweets were amusing. Absent the physicality of his visual humor, and without the skill he’s shown in writing fiction, I found this book to be exactly what it purports to be: a collection of tweets. Most readers should take a pass, or page through before buying. Readers who like Martin and are willing to shell out a few bucks for some humor are those most likely to enjoy this short book.  
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The Ghost of the Mary Celeste


				
Martin, Valerie


				
***


				
9/26/14


				
Adrift. Patient readers who enjoy historical fiction and who can tolerate a disjointed narrative are those most likely to enjoy reading Valerie Martin’s novel, The Ghost of the Mary Celeste. The Mary Celeste was a ship found adrift and seaworthy in the Atlantic in 1872 with no crew or passengers on board and one lifeboat missing. Martin takes that true event, and offers this novel as an exploration of what happened. Along the way, she introduces the spiritualism movement of that time as well as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who wrote a fictional piece about the Mary Celeste himself in 1884, and became involved with spiritualism in the 1920s. Martin riffs on all these threads in the novel, and creates the atmosphere of the time with her descriptive prose. My patience was strained often while I read this novel, and by the end was pleased only that I finished.
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Primates of Park Avenue: A Memoir


				
Martin, Wednesday


				
****


				
1/19/16


				
Mothers. A memoir presents readers with some particular challenges. Is the writer an individual whose reflections about life are likely to interest me? Is the writing of such good quality that I will be delighted? Is this a life so similar to or so different from mine that I will be intrigued? Before a reader selects Wednesday Martin’s book titled, Primates of Park Avenue: A Memoir, consider those questions. Martin writes about her experience as an outsider trying to belong to an insular community on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. She uses her background in anthropology to present the memoir as if she were reporting on her fieldwork as a participant-observer in a different culture. At times her writing is funny and at other times it can become a bit tedious. Readers who have read anthropological field reports will fjnd special delight in those inclusions in this book. For me, the memoir turned my heart toward Martin when she presented a personal tragic story and how that brought out the best in the members of the community.
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Harvard Yard


				
Martin, William


				
Unread
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Chaos Monkeys: Obscene Fortune and Random Failure in Silicon Valley


				
Martinez, Antonio Garcia


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Martin Luther


				
Marty, Martin


				
Unread
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Him Her Him Again The End of Him


				
Marx, Patricia


				
Unread
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Let's Be Less Stupid: An Attempt to Maintain My Mental Faculties


				
Marx, Patricia


				
****


				
10/15/15


				
Zany. I enjoy reading Patty Marx in The New Yorker, so when I saw her book titled, Let's Be Less Stupid: An Attempt to Maintain My Mental Faculties, I knew I had to read it. Neuroscience meets humor and I would try to describe what I read in this book, but since I forget when I read it or what it said, you’re on your own with this one. I’ve never bothered doing Sodoku puzzles or the crossword in the paper, and since after reading the book, I haven’t started, that must mean neuroscience debunks the value of those things to maintain brain health. Or maybe I forgot to start doing them. Anyway, if you’re a reader who can laugh at the aging process into which some of us go kicking and screaming while forgetting the alternative, pick up this book for a few good laughs. Happiness must increase longevity, right?
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Starting from Happy


				
Marx, Patricia


				
***


				
8/23/11


				
Zany. Prepare for pleasure, even laughter, when you read Patricia Marx’ zany novel, Starting from Happy. All relationships are quirky, but Imogene and Wally are two of the oddest characters readers are likely to encounter, and enjoy getting to know. The structure of the novel itself is funny: short chapters, as brief as a single word, including author commentary. Her experience at Saturday Night Live and The New Yorker comes through with skit-like narrative and perfectly chosen words. Read any sample, and if you like it, you’re likely to enjoy the whole thing.
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Snow White and Russian Red


				
Maslowska, Dorota


				
Unread
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The Art of the Steal: Inside the Sotheby’s-Christie’s Auction House Scandal


				
Mason, Christopher


				
Unread
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Ludlow


				
Mason, David


				
Unread
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History of a Pleasure Seeker


				
Mason, Richard


				
***


				
3/27/12


				
Yield. When Piet Barol, the protagonist of Richard Mason’s novel, History of a Pleasure Seeker, finds himself offered the chance to indulge in any form of pleasure, he yields to the opportunity with delight and enthusiasm. Set mostly in Amsterdam in 1907, Barol is hired as a tutor to the son of a wealthy hotelier. The house is packed with beautiful objects and people, the food and service outstanding. Barol is handsome, talented and charming, and uses skills and wits to achieve what he desires. Readers who like period novels and atmospheric sensuality are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Metamorphica


				
Mason, Zachary


				
****


				
12/17/18


				
Ovid. Having riffed on Greek classics in an earlier novel, Zachary Mason turns to the myths from Ovid in a novel titled, Metamorphica. His take on Ovid’s classic stories makes for lively reading, and some of the stories are presented in their violent starkness. Mason even adds Ovid as a character to open and close the novel. Mason’s take on these stories focuses on the fruitless and meaningless search for meaning in life. At the end, there is nothing. Perhaps because of that perspective, the familiar classical characters come across as hollow. For those readers who find our current times bleak, Mason echoes an emptiness from the past in this book, and he may speak, if not comfort, consistency to those readers.
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Void Star


				
Mason, Zachary


				
****


				
10/17/18


				
Language. I don’t read much science fiction because more often than not, I find the prose unbearable. Once I started reading Zachary Mason’s novel titled, Void Star, I became enchanted by the prose, the story and the characters. Mason has called this book literary fiction, and I agree. Access to memories and the exchange of memories are key elements in the novel and provide a way for connections with humans and machines. Protagonist Irina performs a key role in making those connections effective. There’s a search for immortality underway by her boss, James Cromwell. Rich are poor are dramatically divided in this society, set about one hundred years in the future. Kern is a character less connected to technology and as complex and interesting as all the others. I was entertained more than I expected by this well-written novel and recommend it to both those readers who enjoy literary fiction and those who like science fiction.
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Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany and the Winning of the Great War at Sea


				
Massie, Robert K.


				
Unread
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Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman


				
Massie, Robert K.


				
****


				
1/5/12


				
Stupendous. Octogenarian Robert K. Massie has condensed the scale of his broad and deep knowledge of this subject into 650 pages of lively reading titled, Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman. Massie tells the story of her life, her struggles and her great successes with a level of detail and insight that will appeal to those readers of biography who crave for good stories and wise, critical examination. My knowledge of Catherine’s life was sketchy, so I was enthralled by Massie’s depiction of this enlightened leader’s prudence and risk taking. All readers will come away from this book with many reasons why she was a great leader.
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In the Country of Men


				
Matar, Hisham


				
Unread
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My Life in CIA: A Chronicle of 1973


				
Mathews, Harry


				
Unread
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The Twelve Tribes of Hattie


				
Mathis, Ayana


				
****


				
2/4/13


				
Character. Readers who are comfortable with fiction that weaves together episodes are those most likely to enjoy the debut novel from Ayana Mathis titled, The Twelve Tribes of Hattie. Mathis uses the lives of protagonist Hattie and her children to describe the sweep of the Great Migration. Set mostly in Georgia and Philadelphia, between the 1920s and 1980s, Mathis presents key events in the lives of Hattie and her children to reveal this family across generations. Their struggles and joys engaged me from beginning to end. Mathis could have added hundreds of pages to present these lives in full. Instead, she used great efficiency to develop these characters so well in a finely written 250 page novel.
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The World of Tomorrow


				
Matthews, Brendan


				
*****


				
9/26/17


				
Brothers. The action in Brendan Matthews debut novel titled, The World of Tomorrow, unfolds over one week in New York City in 1939. I often become impatient with novels over three hundred pages or so, and Matthews never once tested that patience as he kept me captivated for almost six hundred pages. Two brothers flee Ireland with stolen IRA funds, assume fake identities, and arrive in New York City spending the loot lavishly. Their brother, a talented jazz musician, was already in New York. Matthews led me to care deeply about these well-developed characters and a larger interesting cast, while he poked into issues of family relationships, race relations, political power, crime and the shadow of Hitler. The prose is finely written, the story captivating and the underlying human behavior resonant. This is one of the best debut novels I’ve read in years.
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Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit


				
Matthews, Chris


				
****


				
1/23/18


				
Connected. Political commentator Chris Matthews has written a love song about the life and times of Bobby Kennedy titled, Bobby Kennedy: A Raging Spirit. We know how Kennedy’s life was cut short in 1968, and Matthews places that tragedy in the context of the unrealized promise of the Kennedy brother who connected best with regular people. Fifty years later, Matthews reminds readers interested in politics of the spirit of another time, through a leader who was fighting for a vision of the United States that has yet to be realized, leaving some readers mourning about what might have been.
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Palace of Treason


				
Matthews, Jason


				
Unread
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Red Sparrow


				
Matthews, Jason


				
Unread
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The Kremlin’s Candidate


				
Matthews, Jason


				
****


				
3/9/18


				
Recipes. Russian interference in the United States has become a regular headline story. In the finale of the Red Sparrow Trilogy, a novel titled, The Kremlin’s Candidate, author Jason Matthews focuses on that interference. Putin orders the murder of the CIA chief to set the stage for his replacement with a Russian mole. Reprised characters Dominika Egorova, the Russian spy secretly working for the US, and her lover, CIA agent Nate Nash, are placed in peril to prevent the mole from becoming the head of the CIA. Fans of spy thrillers are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel. I especially enjoyed all the references to food throughout the book, and the special reward: recipes for many of the dishes eaten. Bon appétit.
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In Paradise


				
Matthiessen, Peter


				
Unread
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In Case We’re Separated


				
Mattison, Alice


				
Unread
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When We Argued All Night


				
Mattison, Alice


				
Unread
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Just Plain Dick: Richard Nixon's Checkers Speech and the "Rocking, Socking" Election of 1952


				
Mattson, Kevin


				
***


				
2/22/13


				
Surface. Richard Nixon was a fascinating and complex person, and reading about him can be interesting whether you supported his politics or not. Kevin Mattson’s book, Just Plain Dick: Richard Nixon's Checkers Speech and the "Rocking, Socking" Election of 1952, presents a glimpse into one pivotal time period in Nixon’s life, and through that key time, allows readers to think about Nixon in what might be new ways. I’ve read a lot about Nixon, and found this short book to skim the surface and not quite delve into the complexity of the character and personality. Most general readers will find this book quick to read and for those less familiar with the Checkers speech and the campaign of 1952, there’s a cogent presentation of this time and selected key events.
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I Am Having So Much Fun Here Without You


				
Maum, Courtney


				
****


				
7/28/14


				
Fidelity. Readers who enjoy romantic comedy will find a lot to enjoy from Courtney Maum’s debut novel, I Am Having So Much Fun Here Without You. Set mostly in Paris, this novel presents the relationship between British artist Richard Haddon and his wife, Anne-Lure, a lawyer. Anne-Lure’s reaction to her discovery of Richard’s infidelity sets the plot in motion. Maum’s expert development of this couple and a broad cast of characters presents them all as people we recognize and understand. Her descriptions of Paris, Brittany and parts of England were precise and added to my enjoyment of the novel. I caught myself booing and cheering as the plot progressed.  
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Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story: A Life of David Foster Wallace


				
Max, D.T.


				
****


				
4/20/13


				
Difficult. If you’ve ever felt envious of a talented genius, reading D.T. Max’s biography of David Foster Wallace titled, Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story, should stop that from happening again. From childhood until his death by suicide at age 46, Wallace suffered from severe depression, and he was often a difficult person to be with. An addict, a perfectionist and a hard working writer and teacher, Wallace found some things came to him easily, and others were elusive. He found bliss in writing, until he didn’t. He struggled with personal relationships, and sponsored many other addicts in recovery. I thought Max presented this complicated life with as much clarity as a biographer could provide, and with compassion and insight into mental illness. Readers who like to know about the lives of authors are those most likely to enjoy reading this biography.
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Bad Boy Ballmer: The Man Who Rules Microsoft


				
Maxwell, Frederic Alan


				
***


				
Feb 03


				
Madman. Many facets of the journey of Steve Ballmer from suburban Detroit to a partnership with Bill Gates that changed the world.
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Thinking for a Change: 11 Ways Highly Successful People Approach Life and Work


				
Maxwell, John C.


				
*


				
May 03


				
Pastoral. Hundreds of quotes tied together by stories and upbeat, positive thoughts. Ideal for self-help fans; shallow for most of us.
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The Blackhouse


				
May, Peter


				
Unread
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Life! Death! Prizes!


				
May, Stephen


				
Unread
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Wake Up Happy Every Day


				
May, Stephen


				
Unread
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Firm Commitment: Why the corporation is failing us and how to restore trust in it


				
Mayer, Colin


				
Unread
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[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41TBNi3bFVL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right


				
Mayer, Jane


				
*****


				
2/25/16


				
Network. A small group of very wealthy Americans has been working systematically to transform our politics to align with their interests. In her finely written book titled, Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right, Jane Mayer describes how patient plutocrats have framed public opinions and have ensured the election of individuals in local and national elections. Don’t think for a minute that Jeb Bush’s spending for poor results in the latest Presidential campaign proves that money doesn’t make a difference. The network led by the Koch brothers preceded the current cycle and is likely to have skipped Jeb in this primary. They gather large amounts of money and use it in myriad ways to influence work at universities, create what appear to be grass roots organizations, and use every means they can think of to buy the government that will be aligned with their interests. Any citizen interested in the topic of money in politics will be enlightened by this finely written book.
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The Dark Side


				
Mayer, Jane


				
***


				
Dec 08


				
Decisions. A shocking and disturbing presentation of many of the actions and decisions made by the Bush administration in fighting the war on terror.
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The Fed: The Inside Story of How the World’s Most Powerful Financial Institution Drives the Markets


				
Mayer, Martin


				
DNR



				
07/01


				
Annoying, irrating and sloppy bon mots. Take a pass.
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A Year in the World


				
Mayes, Frances


				
**


				
Sept 06


				
Wandering. Tuscany left temporarily behind for brief wanderings, Mayes becomes immersed in other places, and gets irritated by tourists. Some pleasure here for those who like reading about travel.
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Every Day in Tuscany: Seasons of an Italian Life


				
Mayes, Frances


				
***


				
4/8/10


				
Salivate. One of the reasons for reading memoirs is to acquire a taste for the life of another person, and reflect on the similarities and differences to our own life. From her first memoir, Under the Tuscan Sun, Frances Mayes gave readers a glimpse of restoring an old house in Italy. Twenty years later the house, Bramasole, still needs work, and in her new memoir, Every Day in Tuscany, Mayes lets readers join her life at home and in travels around Italy. I found my mouth watering at the descriptions of food and meals, and I read with enthusiasm the recipes she includes on these pages. The book shines with finely written description of a lifestyle: the people, the meals, the places, and the flow of the seasons of the year. I could almost smell and taste as I turned these pages. Any reader who enjoys relaxed meandering will find pleasure reading this memoir.
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The Undertaker’s Daughter


				
Mayfield, Kate


				
Unread
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A Good Year


				
Mayle, Peter


				
Unread
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Provence A-Z


				
Mayle, Peter


				
Unread
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The Corsican Caper


				
Mayle, Peter


				
****


				
6/18/14


				
Thugs. The latest crime novel by Peter Mayle to feature protagonist Sam Levitt is titled, The Corsican Caper. A wealthy Russian thug, Oleg Vronsky, covets the beautiful home of Sam’s billionaire friend Francis Reboul, and offers a premium price to have it for himself. When Reboul refuses, Vronsky becomes enraged, and the action commences. The bad guys are thugs, the good guys are clever, and the case wraps up almost as soon as it starts. Most readers can finish the novel in a single sitting.
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The Diamond Caper


				
Mayle, Peter


				
****


				
3/15/16


				
Renovation. Peter Mayle continues his Caper series with another engaging novel titled, The Diamond Caper. A case involving stolen diamonds brings Elena back to Provence to investigate an insurance claim, and before long, she and Sam are reunited. Mayle’s recipe for reading pleasure works well in this novel: interesting characters, a colorful setting, and a plot that maintains interest. The added ingredient in this installment involves a house renovation that adds more than enough new excitement to satisfy most readers. Readers who like crime fiction are likely to enjoy this novel and this series.
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The Marseille Caper


				
Mayle, Peter


				
***


				
11/26/12


				
Deceptions. I zipped through Peter Mayle’s The Marseille Caper in a single evening. The plot is fast-paced, the characters are developed well enough, and the descriptions of place are just right. Because Mayle reprised characters from another novel I read, The Vintage Caper, I felt like I picked up the new novel where the old one left off. The latest novel can stand well on its own if a reader prefers to start here. I don’t know if Mayle will continue with these characters in future novels, but if he does, I’m likely to read them. Any reader who likes crime fiction that comes packed with a range of deceptions will enjoy this one. I also found that the glass of wine I sipped during the second half of the novel helped cheer me to a satisfying end.
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The Vintage Caper


				
Mayle, Peter


				
***


				
5/5/10


				
Breezy. Peter Mayle’s latest book is a breezy romp from California to Marseille titled, The Vintage Caper. Protagonist Sam Leavitt investigates the theft of wine from a California mogul, which leads him to France. Along the way, there’s great food, drink, and interesting characters. The story moves fast, and is best consumed with a glass of wine or two. Any reader looking for light reading entertainment will find some pleasure from these pages.
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The End of Detroit: How the Big Three Lost Their Grip on the American Car Market


				
Maynard, Micheline


				
**


				
Feb 04


				
Stalls. American car lovers will hate this book, and fans of Japanese and German imports will smile and nod. Often dull, somewhat interesting stories of what Detroit did wrong and what the others did right in recent decades.
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The Selling of the American Economy: How Foreign Companies Are Remaking the American Dream


				
Maynard, Micheline


				
Unread
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Exile on Wall Street: One Analyst's Fight to Save the Big Banks from Themselves


				
Mayo, Mike


				
***


				
1/18/12


				
Lonely. Mike Mayo has spent his career as a financial analyst specializing in banks. In his book, Exile on Wall Street, Mayo describes his early experience working at the Federal Reserve providing analysis on bank mergers, and then as a sell side stock analyst for a variety of Wall Street firms. Readers will come away from this book with the sense that Mayo is not a person inclined to get along and go along. He is willing to go against the views of those around him and come up with his independent judgment. His record shows him as being right more often than he was wrong. Instead of being acclaimed for his wise analysis, he was often treated as a pariah. Accepting that his account is one side of a story, this is an interesting description of the challenges involved in financial reform. Those readers interested in this subject will find the book quick to read and liable to induce further thinking on this subject.
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Benny & Shrimp


				
Mazetti, Katarina


				
***


				
10/15/09


				
Passion. Katarina Mazetti’s quirky debut novel, Benny & Shrimp, is the perfect book for any reader looking for a quick and entertaining jaunt into two lives and an unlikely relationship. The novel is structured in alternating chapters narrated by Benny, a rural dairy farmer, and Desiree, a city librarian whom he calls Shrimp. If the adage that opposites attract is true, this couple confirms it. Their passion is real, and despite the myriad ways in which each can infuriate the other, their relationship comes through these pages as real and as an insight into human relationships. This is a story of love, heartbreak and hope. In many ways, Benny & Shrimp is the story of anyone in a passionate relationship. While set in Sweden, this relationship could be in Wisconsin, New York, or anyplace on Earth.
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The Widow Clicquot: The Story of a Champagne Empire and the Woman Who Ruled It


				
Mazzeo, Tilar J.


				
***


				
4/18/09


				
Grande. Tilar Mazzeo assembles fragments of an incomplete historical record, and creates an entertaining and insightful profile of one of the most successful business leaders, Barbe-Nicole Ponsardin, in a book titled The Widow Clicquot. After the death of her husband, Barbe-Nicole ran the business as an audacious risk taker for much of the 19th century, during wars, financial crises and technological innovations. However much you may enjoy drinking Veuve Clicquot or other champagnes, reading about the woman who revolutionized the wine business in the 19th century brings a buzz of its own. This Grande Dame was a remarkable woman, and Mazzeo brings her to life and engages readers in imagining the ways in which Barbe-Nicole faced challenges and made business decisions that led to great success.
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The Way of the Knife: The CIA, a Secret Army, and a War at the Ends of the Earth


				
Mazzetti, Mark


				
Unread
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Behold the Dreamers


				
Mbue, Imbolo


				
Unread
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How to Be Safe


				
McAllister, Tom


				
****


				
7/6/18


				
Aftermath. How does one cope with the aftermath of trauma? That’s the subject that Tom McAllister explores in his novel titled, How to Be Safe. McAllister uses finely written prose as he places readers alongside a first-person narrator, Anna Crawford, whose turmoil can be overwhelming. In a world that seems to have gone nuts, Anna is on a similar journey of one descending into a personal madness. Readers can become agitated with her as she tries to figure out how to be safe. A novel that explores our relationship with violence and tragedy may not appeal to all readers, but McAllister’s fine writing kept me engaged. Each of us lives in the aftermath of something, and as we walk with Anna on her journey, we can reflect on how we have dealt with trauma in the past and how we might be faced with trauma in the future.
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The Young Widower’s Handbook


				
McAllister, Tom


				
****


				
6/20/18


				
Desolation. In his debut novel titled, The Young Widower’s Handbook, Tom McAllister reveals wisdom far beyond his years. Following the sudden death of his wife, Kait, protagonist Hunter Cady’s grief makes him numb and desolate. Kait’s Philadelphia family overwhelm Hunter, and he flees them, taking Kait’s ashes on a journey west, a trip they should have taken when she was alive. McAllister uses humor to great effect, adds a great cast of characters, especially in the road trip, and develops Hunter with insight into the process of grief. I enjoyed the finely written prose and reveled in the love between Kait and Hunter. The journey from desolation to consolation is well-traveled and this portrait of a marriage is finely drawn.
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Dawn of the Belle Epoque


				
McAuliffe, Mary
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Five-Carat Soul


				
McBride, James


				
****


				
12/18/17


				
Variety. Readers who enjoy fine storytelling in small does are those most likely to enjoy reading the new short story collection by James McBride titled, Five-Carat Soul. There’s lots of variety in these stories, from animals to Abraham Lincoln. McBride’s creativity is the common thread in this collection: he grabs attention and engages readers into paying attention to the story.
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The Good Lord Bird


				
McBride, James


				
****


				
1/13/14


				
Plan. I did not expect to laugh as much as I did while reading historical fiction about John Brown and his raid on the Harper’s Ferry arsenal to free slaves. While the abolitionist movement was serious business, thanks to James McBride and his finely written novel, The Good Lord Bird, readers can see this time period from a different point of view than most history books. John Brown has a plan, and McBride riffs on how that implausible plan failed on so many levels, yet came very close to succeeding. Using the point of view of a young black boy, Henry, McBride takes us inside Brown’s world, including contact with Harriet Tubman and Frederick Douglas. On one level, this is Henry’s coming of age story as he recalls in old age this time in his life and in the history of slavery. Brown’s version of reality is often separate from that of others, including how he thinks Henry is female, and renames her from the Henrietta he thought to his “Little Onion.” Henry dresses as a girl for the bulk of the novel, and whenever he is recognized as a male, the humor quotient in the novel became elevated. The lively prose from McBride in this novel entertained me to the point that I reread some of the finest dialect he writes. Any reader of this novel will think of John Brown in new ways, and with a smile.
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The Holy City


				
McCabe, Patrick


				
**


				
4/18/09


				
Haunting. Chris McCool is the narrator of Patrick McCabe’s new novel, The Holy City. At age 67, McCool is reminiscing about his life, and the narrator zigs and zags across time periods that it can take the reader a while to feel settled. Born as the illegitimate child of a rich Protestant and poor Catholic farmer, McCool’s small town formation was packed with prejudice and insularity. In the 1960s McCool embraced a campy lifestyle that offered some promise to release him from the constraints of his upbringing. While he’s dating an older woman, McCool can’t quite overcome his obsession with a Nigerian Catholic boy. The darkness of religious and sexual confusion seem to converge. McCool becomes institutionalized. Forty years later, while living with a wife who loves him, McCool reflects on his promise and the degree to which his madness was been cured. Thanks to McCabe’s lyrical writing, the haunting and dismal story moves along at a pace and with a verve that keeps a reader turning the pages.
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McCabe, Patrick


				
Unread
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Character Is Destiny: Inspiring Stories Every Young Person Should Know and Every Adult Should Remember


				
McCain, John


				
***


				
Mar 06


				
Exemplary. Stories of 34 individuals whose behavior epitomizes character traits within seven core values. Inspiring for all ages.
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The Restless Wave: Good Times, Just Causes, Great Fights, and Other Appreciations


				
McCain, John


				
****


				
6/20/18


				
Farewell. Most readers will finish reading John McCain’s memoir titled, The Restless Wave: Good Times, Just Causes, Great Fights, and Other Appreciations, and anticipate how much his values and character will be missed in Washington. This patriot delivers a heartfelt farewell in this book, expressing positive views about our future and how much appreciation he has for all the opportunities he’s had during his life, and how much he appreciates what others have done for him. If you’re expecting this maverick to speak out of school and take a shot or three at some people he disagrees with, you will get what you expect, and more.
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McCall, Nathan


				
Unread
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Let the Great World Spin


				
McCann, Colum


				
****


				
8/28/09


				
Voices. Colum McCann’s new novel, Let the Great World Spin, presents the voices of multiple characters connected in ways that prove that even in a huge city like New York, we live in community and have an impact on the lives of those around us. The voices of multiple characters present dimensions of a time in 1974 that are true to that time and remind us of our lives today. Tying together each voice is the highwire stunt of Philippe Petit when he walked on a tightrope between the Twin Towers at the World Trade Center. The cast of characters presents the city and the community in its fullness: young artists; hookers on drugs trying to raise children; a street priest; a Park Avenue judge; a support group of women who lost sons in the Vietnam War. Love, sorrow, redemption and understanding fill the pages of Let the Great World Spin. As McCann notes on page 349, “The world spins. We stumble on. It is enough.” However you stumble along in this world, one or more characters will resonate with you and your life. McCann’s lyrical writing soars, and there’s great satisfaction and joy to be found in reading Let the Great World Spin.
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Thirteen Ways of Looking


				
McCann, Colum


				
*****


				
2/5/16


				
Precision. Fans of short fiction will find great craftsmanship in a new collection by Colum McCann titled, Thirteen Ways of Looking. The title novella and three short stories reveal the skill of a masterful literary artist. McCann packs more fine prose and deep insight into the character Peter Mendohlsson, a retired judge, in the novella than many writers can achieve over a lifetime. I reread many of McCann’s finely crafted sentences more than once, and even read some aloud to hear how perfectly the phrases sing. Much of life is a matter of perspective, a viewpoint, and in the novella and in the stories, McCann draws our attention to multiple perspectives that create a masterful whole.
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Transatlantic


				
McCann, Colum


				
*****


				
6/20/13


				
Intimate. When I finished the last page of Colum McCann’s novel, Transatlantic, the first question I asked myself was “how did he do that?” While presenting a sweeping and complicated story across time, he was able to make the novel seem intimate. McCann’s prose soars with perfect word selection, precise descriptive language and compelling creativity. He includes characters that many readers know including Frederick Douglas and George Mitchell, and draws readers into the kind of details that present these great lives as intimate ones. All the plot lines in the novel connect Ireland and the United States, and McCann does that in creative and interesting ways. Any reader who appreciates fine writing should consider reading this novel.
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McCann, Colum
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The Last Supper


				
McCarry, Charles


				
Unread
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The Mulberry Bush


				
McCarry, Charles


				
****


				
10/20/16


				
Vengeance. Readers who enjoy spy fiction are those most likely to appreciate Charles McCarry’s novel titled, The Mulberry Bush. McCarry frames the story from the viewpoint of a spy whose estranged father was a disgraced spy. The son embarks on a path of vengeance against those who destroyed his father’s career. All of the typical spy novel twists and turns add great pleasure to reading this novel. The multiple agendas of multiple characters may keep some readers on their toes.
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The Shanghai Factor


				
McCarry, Charles


				
****


				
3/22/14


				
Counter. Readers who enjoy spy novels in which things are not as they appear to be are those most likely to enjoy reading Charles McCarry’s novel, The Shanghai Factor. The unnamed protagonist has been recruited by HQ to go to Shanghai, learn the language well, and see what develops. The senior spymasters play a long game, and McCarry keeps the plot moving while placing the characters in situations that leave a reader wondering whether it’s counterintelligence or other factors that are driving the action. I found this novel to be entertaining, and enjoyed the complexity.  
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No Country For Old Men


				
McCarthy, Cormac


				
***


				
Sep 05


				
Stun. Spare, raw dialogue and dialect move along a story of good versus evil, overwhelming stunning violence, and the way that chance and luck change our lives.
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The Road


				
McCarthy, Cormac


				
*****


				
Dec 06


				
Hope. Sparse and perfect prose in outstanding novel, set after nuclear calamity. An unnamed man and his son show that when everything else is lost, what’s left is hope, faith, and mostly love.
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C


				
McCarthy, Tom


				
**


				
11/15/10


				
Curiosity. It was curiosity that led me to Tom McCarthy’s novel, C. From the first page through the last, I remained curious and questioning: just what is he doing here and what is this all about? In many respects, this is the most unusual novel I’ve read in a long time. McCarthy riffs on all kinds of “C’s” from the protagonist’s name (Carrefax) to carbon, caul, chloroform, cocaine, communication, cysteine, connection and dozens more. Carrefax behaves with enough eccentricity to feed one’s curiosity and other characters arrive and depart without making much of an impression. Readers with the patience to slog through digressions and disconnections might find pleasure on these pages. For me, it was curiosity that maintained my page turning, and I was as bewildered at the end as I was at the beginning and in the middle. Sample a few dozen pages before deciding whether or not this a novel for you.
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Men in Space


				
McCarthy, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Satin Island


				
McCarthy, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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The Teapot Dome Scandal


				
McCartney, Laton


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Alternatives to Sex


				
McCauley, Stephen


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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My Ex-Life


				
McCauley, Stephen


				
****


				
5/22/18


				
Ensemble. For those readers who find pleasure in spending time with an ensemble of interesting characters, consider reading Stephen McCauley’s novel titled, My Ex-Life. The central characters are undergoing dramatic changes in their lives which provides the tension for the plot. Secondary characters provide terrific comic relief and reduce focus on looming deadlines in the lives of the protagonists. Underlying these relationships there is a deep caring for others that shows up in many forms. The setting, a seaside Massachusetts town, is presented with just enough detail to become vivid for readers.
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What Happened: Inside the Bush White House and Washington's Culture of Deception


				
McClellan, Scott


				
***


				
Oct 08


				
Misled. Former White House Press Secretary presents how he was misled by five high level people, and how he is to blame for that. Lots of inside detail for political junkies, and plenty of confusion when two conflicting positions are presented.
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Faster, Higher, Stronger: How Sports Science Is Creating a New Generation of Superathletes--and What We Can Learn from Them


				
McClusky, Mark


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Solar Bones


				
McCormack, Mike


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
'Tis


				
McCourt, Frank


				
***


				
 


				
If you liked reading Angela’s Ashes, you’ll also enjoy ‘Tis. We look forward to McCourt putting the memoirs aside and writing something else.
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Teacher Man


				
McCourt, Frank


				
***


				
Feb 06


				
Unorthodox. Entertaining memoir of thirty years teaching in the New York City schools with a creative bent, asking students to read aloud from cookbooks, practice writing excuse notes, and draft suicide notes.
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Lasting City


				
McCourt, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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A Monk Swimming


				
McCourt, Malachy


			

		





	
DNR



				
 


				
We loved brother Frank’s Angela’s Ashes, but hated A Monk Swimming. We’re glad Malachy never hung around our neighborhood.
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Danny Boy: The Legend of the Beloved Irish Ballad


				
McCourt, Malachy


				
DNR



				
May 02


				
100 double-spaced pages of rambling drivel that a reader couldn’t care about. Consider as a gift to someone named Dan who you don’t like.
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Thunderstruck and Other Stories


				
McCracken, Elizabeth


				
****


				
12/5/14


				
Losses. We can seem so different from other people and then something happens that pierces us and we recognize ourselves as having so much in common with others. In the collection of nine short stories by Elizabeth McCracken titled Thunderstruck, the characters at first can seem so different: their losses are not our losses, their pain and grief are not our pain. Somehow McCracken finds the universal experience in the human behavior of characters who upon second or third reflection are just like us. The finest fiction accomplishes this deft trick: using some different reality from our own to enliven the world in which we live and then lead us to deeper love and understanding. McCracken’s writing in each story accomplished this feat, and those readers who appreciate fine writing will enjoy this collection.
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Chief Culture Officer: How to Create a Living, Breathing Corporation


				
McCracken, Grant


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Wodehouse: A Life


				
McCrum, Robert


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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John Adams


				
McCullough


				
****


				
Apr 02


				
Read this outstanding biography of the second U.S. President and watch yourself go from respect and admiration to liking him, despite how hard he was to get along with.
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1776


				
McCullough, David


				
***


				
July 05


				
Runaway. By selecting a single year for focus, images of leadership, especially that of George Washington, can be examined intently. Choosing to flee rather than fight worked in 1776 for Washington, as did acting prior to authorization.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0743226712]


		

		
				
 


				
The American Spirit: Who We Are and What We Stand For


				
McCullough, David


				
****


				
5/23/17


				
Inspiration. Readers looking for some hopeful and optimistic messages from a wise historian should consider reading David McCullough’s book titled, The American Spirit: Who We Are and What We Stand For. This volume gathers speeches that McCullough has given over the past quarter-century, many of them commencement addresses at colleges and universities. I found his spirit contagious and each of the speeches provides heavy doses of inspiration. Whether you’ve attended a commencement this year or not, as participant or observer, and no matter how much concern you have about the current divisions in American life, there’s a positive message that will match or exceed whatever has inspired you lately.
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The Greater Journey: Americans in Paris


				
McCullough, David


				
****


				
5/19/11


				
Sparkling. However well you know Paris and many of the characters presented in this book, thanks to the fine writing of David McCullough you will learn more and enjoy yourself when you read his new book, The Greater Journey: Americans in Paris. McCullough focuses on the 19th century, 1830-1900, when many Americans of various professions headed to Paris for education and inspiration. The huge cast of characters he presents provides a range of experiences that McCullough describes in lively prose that continually entertains and informs. The city of light shines, even while embattled, and the camaraderie and vivacity of the characters provide a range of drama that will absorb every reader interested in that time, that place, and any of the people who were there.
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The Wright Brothers


				
McCullough, David


				
*****


				
9/23/15


				
Determination. David McCullough is a historian who really knows how to tell a story. We all know one part of the story: Wilbur and Orville Wright built and flew the first motor-powered airplane. What it took for that happen, how they did it, what came before and what came after the Kitty Hawk flight, provide for hours of engaging reading in McCullough’s book titled, The Wright Brothers. The determination and self-reliance of these brothers captures the spirit of the United States especially during that era of radical invention and progress in the early twentieth century. McCullough selects just the right details to present, but never overwhelms his audience. Readers who like history will love this book.
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You Are Not Special: And Other Encouragements


				
McCullough, Jr., David


				
****


				
6/11/14


				
Lessons. Longtime high school English teacher David McCullough, Jr. was surprised when his commencement address became a social media sensation. The theme of the address touched a popular nerve: You Are Not Special. The buzz led to a book deal, and while the commencement address itself appears at the end of the book, the bulk of the text does what McCullough does best: it teaches. The lessons McCullough presents, as we should expect, come from literature. I enjoyed reading the solid life lessons in this book, and recommend the book to any reader who likes to think for him or herself.
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Child of My Heart


				
McDemott, Alice


				
***


				
Jan 03


				
Bruised. McDermott uses fine writing in a coming of age story to explore the many ways we humans bruise each other as we try to love and care for someone else.
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After This


				
McDermott, Alice


				
***


				
Nov 06


				
Gifts. Gifted author’s latest novel wastes no words telling us the stories of Long Island’s Keane family from 1940 to the present, packed full of that era’s blessings, losses and disappointments.  
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Someone


				
McDermott, Alice


				
*****


				
9/24/13


				
Restraint. I was blown away by Alice McDermott’s novel, Someone. In a compact 240 pages, she presents the full and interesting life of an ordinary woman, protagonist Marie Commeford. McDermott presents scenes from childhood, adolescence, marriage, motherhood and old age, to reveal the richness of life, love and family. Through stripping away anything unnecessary, McDermott allows readers to enter into a time period (post World War II) and a place (Brooklyn) that combine to reveal the depth of emotion and human experience that can be found in the most ordinary lives. Readers who lived as Brooklyn Irish Catholics will note that McDermott captures the essence of that life. Any reader who appreciates well-written prose will likely enjoy this superb novel.
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The Ninth Hour


				
McDermott, Alice


				
*****


				
10/9/17


				
Nuns. I challenge any reader of Alice McDermott’s novel titled, The Ninth Hour, to finish it and not love the nuns. Through tightly written lyrical prose, McDermott takes us into the world of Catholic Brooklyn in the early to mid-twentieth century. Like McDermott, I was born into that culture in the middle of the twentieth century and there were nuns everywhere. Don’t expect to find the cheery singing nuns from the movies in McDermott’s world. These are hard-working, pragmatic women who are wise to the ways of the world and the Church, and live close to poor people and care for them with deep love and practical action. McDermott wastes no words in capturing setting and character. Here’s one of my favorite sentences from p.26: “All joy was thin ice to Sister Lucy.” So much explained and understood in just eight words. The rest of the words in this novel are just as perfect as these eight.
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Last Man Standing: The Ascent of Jamie Dimon and JPMorgan Chase


				
McDonald, Duff


				
****


				
12/14/09


				
Respect. Duff McDonald’s new book is titled, Last Man Standing: The Ascent of Jamie Dimon and JPMorgan Chase. This is an engaging and readable story of a talented and intriguing personality whose leadership of a major financial institution seems to have beaten all competitors. Dimon comes across in Last Man Standing as a hard worker, who digs into details deeply enough to gain insight and understanding. Rarely one to suffer fools gladly, his blunt communication style leaves little doubt about the meaning behind his messages. As a leader he’s strongly supportive of those talented people who work with him, and wants to be questioned and challenged in making key decisions. McDonald calls close attention to the impact of people decisions, especially the cost of the decision of Sandy Weill to fire Dimon. Throughout Last Man Standing, I came away with the perspective that Dimon respects others, and prefers honesty over anything else. While bordering at times on hagiography, Last Man Standing conveys the impact that one leader can have on a large organization, and how sticking to principles can lead to long term success. Every time I started to think he is too good to be true, an example of his success made me think he is really quite good at what he does. On top of his business success, Dimon places high priority on his family life, and that aspect of his life comes across in the book as normal and functional. When I finished the book, I thought of Jamie Dimon as the Winston Churchill of banking. Any reader with an interest in finance or leadership will find much to enjoy about Last Man Standing.
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The Firm: The Story of McKinsey and Its Secret Influence on American Business


				
McDonald, Duff


				
****


				
11/26/13


				
People. Duff McDonald’s book, The Firm: The Story of McKinsey and Its Secret Influence on American Business, appeals to many different readers. Any businessperson who has worked for an organization that used McKinsey & Company as consultants will find in this book a context in which to place that experience, whether positive or negative. Readers who have never heard of this influential consultancy will learn what it is, what it does, and how it has achieved ongoing success. Consultants of all stripes will resonate with the work McDonald describes. The writing is brisk and is full of stories about the people who led the firm and who formed its corporate culture. McDonald accomplishes in this book what most journalists try to achieve: he catches the interest of readers by the way he calls attention to what may be otherwise overlooked.
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The Golden Passport: Harvard Business School, the Limits of Capitalism, and the Moral Failure of the MBA Elite


				
McDonald, Duff


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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A Colossal Failure of Common Sense: The Inside Story of the Collapse of Lehman Brothers


				
McDonald, Lawrence G. and Patrick Robinson


				
***


				
9/27/09


				
Trader. Most of the books I’ve read about the current financial crisis have been written by economists, journalists and other experts. Lawrence McDonald was a trader at Lehman Brothers and his book, A Colossal Failure of Common Sense: The Inside Story of the Collapse of Lehman Brothers, presents a personal perspective on Lehman and its demise. Reading this book is like sitting in a bar listening to a regular guy tell his work stories in colorful language, loaded with personal opinions about people and events. McDonald told his tales to Patrick Robinson who wrote this book. If a reader keeps in mind that McDonald was one of 25,000 employees at Lehman, that he was there only a few years before the company failed, and that he was fired before the bankruptcy, expectations about insight and perspective can be contained. Rather than the subtitle’s claim to be the inside story of the collapse of Lehman, A Colossal Failure of Common Sense is a personal story of one person’s work experience on a small team of people with a bucket of opinions about what was happening all around him.
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An Expensive Education


				
McDonell, Nick


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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Freedom Just Around the Corner: A New American History, 1585-1828


				
McDougall, Walter A.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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My Father’s Footprints: A Memoir


				
McEnroe, Colin


				
***


				
May 04


				
Da Paradox. Second only to the power of mother-daughter relationships would be father-son relationships. Well-written memoir delves into mortality, grieving, and losing a parent while being a parent.
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Nutshell


				
McEwan, Ian


				
*****


				
10/12/16


				
Compact. I love Ian McEwan’s novel titled, Nutshell, for many reasons. The originality and cleverness of using a fetus as narrator was brilliant. The notion that this fetus is full of insight and broad knowledge was a real kick, especially when it came to the commentary of the fetus about wine. McEwan’s prose, like the title, packs a wallop with great efficiency. He never uses two words when one will do. He never uses one word when five are necessary to deliver just the right impact. Some readers may see this as a modern take on Hamlet and enjoy McEwan’s approach even more from that perspective. Finally, first and last really, this is fine storytelling involving deceit and murder. Readers who love finely written literary fiction are those most like to enjoy this novel.
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On Chesil Beach


				
McEwan, Ian


				
****


				
Aug 07


				
Silence. Finely written novel, set in 1963 on the honeymoon of two innocent virgins, whose unspoken fears about sex lead to the consequences of saying nothing when words are needed, and the inability to take back the wrong words expressed.
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Saturday


				
McEwan, Ian


				
****


				
June 05


				
Diurnal. Astutely structured novel presents a day in the life of London neurosurgeon Henry Perowne through finely written prose and a complicated plot that will satisfy readers who enjoy that which stimulates thinking.
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Solar


				
McEwan, Ian


				
****


				
3/12/10


				
Light. I’m rarely willing to read three hundred pages of a novel featuring a protagonist that I dislike. Usually, I’ll give up after a few dozen pages and read something else. Ian McEwan’s fine writing in Solar kept me reading, and by the end I found the novel fully satisfying. After protagonist Michael Beard won a Nobel prize in physics, his work had begun to coast in a detached way for years, as he has become an eminence grise garnering speaking fees and figurehead roles. Always an unfaithful partner in his personal life, his fifth marriage is on the verge of failure; this time his wife is also unfaithful. He’s become overweight and drinks to excess. The time periods in the novel are 2000, 2005 and 2009, so we see the consistencies and changes in Beard during these times. Quantum physics plays a part in Solar, and it is light itself that becomes a motif. I laughed hilariously at Michael on a skidoo in the bitter cold in one scene, and couldn’t wait for Beard’s deceptions to be revealed. Each of us knows a Michael Beard of one sort or another, and reading Solar brings to life a character with whom we would gladly spend our lives avoiding.
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Sweet Tooth


				
McEwan, Ian


				
*****


				
1/10/13


				
Deception. Deception is at the core of Ian McEwan’s novel, Sweet Tooth. McEwan sets the novel in England in the early 1970s, and uses a female protagonist and narrator, Serena Frome, to tell a slowly paced entertaining story about a new MI5 recruit and her relationship with the target of her initial assignment, a promising writer named Tom Healy. Serena’s deception with Tom provides the plot action to engage readers in this story. As their relationship becomes intimate, the risks of the deception unraveling increased, adding a narrative tension that I found enjoyable. McEwan develops the complexity of both characters in ways that made me feel that I understood them quite well. Lovers of finely written prose will appreciate McEwan’s skill in this novel. I especially enjoyed his use of Serena as a reader to provide context and insight into writers and writing as viewed from the perspective of a reader.
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The Children Act


				
McEwan, Ian


				
*****


				
9/26/14


				
Living. The best novelists present readers with fully formed, complex characters, and place them in situations that reveal something true about our human condition, or what it means to live. Ian McEwan examines the choice to live or to die in his novel titled, The Children Act. Protagonist Fiona Maye is a judge in the family court in London, and her work life and home life are radically different. About to turn sixty, her childless thirty-five year marriage is strained because of her husband’s infidelity. Tension at work accelerates when she is called into an emergency case of a seventeen-year-old boy who has refused a lifesaving blood transfusion for religious reasons. Her visit with the boy pairs two intelligent characters struggling with what it means to live and to die, and the choice to live or die, quickly or slowly. McEwan reveals all this in a compact novel that delighted me from beginning to end.
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The Breakthrough Company


				
McFarland, Keith


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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From Cold War to Hot Peace: An American Ambassador in Putin’s Russia


				
McFaul, Michael


				
*****


				
8/3/18


				
Stories. Former U.S. Ambassador to Russia and Stanford professor Michael McFaul has written an engaging book titled, From Cold War to Hot Peace: An American Ambassador in Putin’s Russia. McFaul tells stories in this book: his own and others. Instead of leaning on the academic side, McFaul makes readers feel like they are with him in various situations. McFaul places blame for the tension in the American-Russian relationship on Putin. Progress made under Medvedev was reversed when Putin decided to set a different course. It’s clear that McFaul sees many benefits in a good relationship between the United States and Russia and he hopes such a relationship can be achieved. Readers interested in public policy and international relations are those most likely to enjoy this well written book.
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Flat Broke with Two Goats


				
McGaha, Jennifer


				
****


				
5/3/18


				
Next. Financial disaster arrived in the lives of Jennifer McGaha and her husband. Her memoir of this time is a finely written book titled, Flat Broke with Two Goats. Some people look backward when they face unwelcome change, but McGaha seemed to always look forward. Along the journey from an ordinary middle class suburban life to living in a neglected one-hundred-year-old cabin, McGaha seems to shift in her perspective of where she finds value in life. As I read this book, I remembered hearing wisdom from Normal Lear about his life lessons, the most important of which were two words: over and next. Whatever happened is over. It’s time for what’s next, so get on with it. What McGaha ended up getting on with was less college teaching and more goat raising. Fans of memoirs will find a lot to enjoy in McGaha’s story.
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A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920


				
McGerr, Michael E.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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The Power of Movies


				
McGinn, Colin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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House Lust: America’s Obsession With Our Homes


				
McGinn, Daniel F.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Never Enough


				
McGinniss, Joe


				
***


				
June 08


				
Reality. The true story of two brothers who are murdered, one in Hong Kong and the other in Greenwich, Connecticut. This couldn’t be a novel because so much behavior is implausible, not unlike reality television.
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The Delivery Man


				
McGinniss, Jr., Joe


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The Expected One


				
McGowan, Kathleen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Trauma


				
McGrath, Patrick


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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MarketBusters


				
McGrath, Rita Gunther


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Reservoir 13


				
McGregor, Ian


				
****


				
12/7/17


				
Ripples. Each of has at one time or another tossed a rock into the water and watched the ripples expand from the place where the rock hit the water. In his novel titled, Reservoir 13, Ian McGregor explores lots of ripples in a community after a girl goes missing. The exploration involves observations, glimpses of life, telling us that life has gone on after the disappearance. This novel is an exploration of the ordinary and an examination of the progression of time in the natural environment and among the people living in a particular place. Readers who expect a novel to offer a plot that can be followed will be impatient with this book. Readers who are open to fictional experimentation will love this novel. The prose is finely written, and the descriptions of the environment are lyrical. Once I stopped trying to figure out what was going on, I enjoyed every page.
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One Billion Customers: Lessons from the Front Lines of Doing Business in China


				
McGregor, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Incumbent


				
McGrory, Brian


				
***


				
 


				
Great first novel by journalist McGrory. Recommended.
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Birth of a Nation: A Comic Novel


				
McGruder, Aaron,  Reginald Hudlin, and Kyle Baker


				
***


				
Oct 04


				
Secession. Graphic novel presents biting political satire of what happens when the black voters of East St. Louis are disenfranchised and a presidential election is stolen.
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Cloudbursts


				
McGuane, Thomas


				
****


				
9/5/18


				
Range. Fans of short stories can devour forty-five well-written ones in a collection by Thomas McGuane titled, Cloudbursts. I marveled at the range of characters, place and situation that McGuane offers. This is solid writing by a real craftsman. Within all the constraints of short fiction, every story is complete: we understand these people, their situations, and the range of behavior that they exhibit. There are no clunkers here.
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Crow Fair


				
McGuane, Thomas


				
*****


				
6/26/15


				
Montana. Whatever else you do for summer vacation this year, you can have a great time in Montana if you read the stories in a new collection by Thomas McGuane titled after one of them, Crow Fair. I found no clunkers among the seventeen stories in this collection. I restricted myself to just one per day, and had the pleasure of reading the story of the day more than once as a way to prolong the pleasure. McGuane writes with great skill, and any reader who appreciates fine literary fiction should enjoy this collection whether you love Montana or not.
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Driving on the Rim


				
McGuane, Thomas


				
***


				
4/26/11


				
Doctor. The big questions about life are never far away from the characters in Thomas McGuane’s latest novel, Driving on the Rim. Protagonist Irving Berlin Pickett is a housepainter and doctor who has never strayed far from hometown Livingston, Montana, and seems constantly in wonder on the puzzles of what life is all about. McGuane’s choice of words had me re-read many sentences in admiration. At times, I laughed out loud. Spending time with Pickett and McGuane is a real pleasure, and any reader who enjoys fine writing is likely to enjoy this novel.
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Gallatin Canyon


				
McGuane, Thomas


				
***


				
Dec 06


				
Characters. Ten short stories feature flawed characters with emotional depth contained just below the surface.
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Carousel Court


				
McGuiness, Jr. Joe


				
****


				
10/4/16


				
Uprooted. Novels can often hold up a mirror to our lives in ways that lead to delight or to depression. In his finely written novel titled, Carousel Court, Joe McGuiness, Jr. may lead readers in both directions. Phoebe and Nick Maguire move from Boston to California just as the financial crisis is about to descend on them and the rest of us. Their flip plan for a large California house flops. While many readers will find sadness and despair as they become uprooted in multiple ways, other readers will delight in the resilience that can be found by some of us when encountering setbacks. McGuiness makes us care about these characters, even though we may not like them or their behavior. We may encounter many novelists who choose the housing and financial crisis as a great canvas. McGuiness uses that backdrop very well in this novel, and readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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The North Water


				
McGuire, Ian


				
****


				
12/2/16


				
Cold. Ian McGuire’s novel titled, The North Water, made me shiver for many reasons. The action takes place on a whaling ship heading to the Artic in the 1850s, so the physical setting is frigid. The characters present dark and cold elements from a captain considered unlucky by his crew, to a murderer, to a surgeon brooding over his past. McGuire matches his prose to the setting and the characters: sharp, bitter cold, penetrating language. There’s no nostalgia for the good old days of some idealized past as we find in much historical fiction. McGuire presents a harsh time with hard people fighting for survival. On deeper levels, McGuire injects a notion of resurrection that I found was a pathway to escape the cold and darkness facing readers on every page. Fans of finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this well-crafted novel. A huge bonus was the suspense in the plot which made my heart beat faster, and warm me from the coldness of the page.
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A Hedonist in the Cellar


				
McInerney, Jay


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Bright, Precious Days


				
McInerney, Jay


				
****


				
3/23/17


				
Loss. Fans of Jay McInerney’s novels will be pleased that he has reprised protagonists Corrine and Russell Calloway in a new novel titled, Bright, Precious Days. The Calloway marriage has been under strain since 9/11 and the financial crisis upends their lives. A sense of loss permeates their lives alongside their deep love for New York City. The city is changing and touchstones that kept them steady can no longer be relied upon. Even their summer rental in the Hamptons is changing. Through all these losses, there’s still love and humor, some of it slapstick. McInerney loves NYC and these characters who fit into the city one way or another, no matter how seriously they take themselves, and how little the city could care. McInerney’s prose captures his observations with fine language and presents these characters, their story, and the city in ways that will please many readers, especially those who love New York.
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How It Ended: New and Collected Stories


				
McInerney, Jay


				
Ennui


				
10/15/09


				
I sampled and skimmed the 12 stories in Jay McInerney’s new collection titled, How It Ended. I guess I never found out how it ended, since I put the book aside without finishing it. I had read most of the stories when originally published, and found myself turning to the next one rather than re-rereading one I had read years earlier. They might have been worth spending the time reading the first time around, but for whatever reason, I had no interest in reading them again.
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The Good Life


				
McInerney, Jay


				
***


				
Apr 06


				
Transformations. Simple love story about two Manhattan couples and their lives shortly before and after 9/11. Their search for meaning in life changes when the towers fall.
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The Blood Miracles


				
McInerney, Lisa


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Glorious Heresies


				
McInerney, Lisa


				
*****


				
3/23/17


				
Salvific. The debut novel titled, The Glorious Heresies, by Lisa McInerney, packs a wallop. Set in Ireland after the financial meltdown, she presents the dark lives of troubled characters sorely in need of redemption. The ways in which characters use each other while rationalizing that they do what they do for those others, can define dysfunction. The feelings of remorse and guilt are often misplaced, whether about drugs, sex or violence, all of which are on frequent display. The motif of flames burning out the abuses of the past is offered with skill and precision, arising at just the right point in the narrative. Salvation for the main characters comes from unlikely places, and the bonds of family are strained from the beginning of the novel to the end. Readers who enjoy superb writing are those most likely to enjoy this unusual, quirky, and finely written novel.
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theMystery.doc


				
McIntosh, Matthew


				
*****


				
3/20/18


				
Life. Prepare to haul around the five pound 1,600+ page novel titled, theMystery.doc, by Matthew McIntosh for several weeks. I started and finished this book with admiration and confusion. If I had to answer a question about the subject of the novel, I would ramble about it being about life, and identity, and God, and spirituality, and loss, and laughter, and writing. The form and structure of the book are unusual. There are lots of blank spaces, disconnected phrases, photos, asterisks by the dozens, and blank pages. Sometimes it took me a half hour to read fifty pages; other times I turned fifty pages within five minutes. Still, it takes a while to immerse oneself in a big book like this that includes a ribbon placeholder. When I closed the last page, I felt refreshed. I felt like I had a new understanding of the decade or so after 9/11. I felt, as always, that life itself is a mystery. Take a look at this novel and consider giving yourself over to it. I’m glad I surrendered myself to a form and structure that kept me off balance, just like the cover image, and just like life.
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Tommy the Cork: Washington’s Ultimate Insider From Roosevelt to Reagan


				
McKean, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Stop That Girl


				
McKenzie, Elizabeth


				
**


				
Dec 05


				
Unconventional. Nine short stories, each of which features Ann Ransom from childhood to adulthood, striving for a normal life but following her mother’s  unconventional example. 
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The Portable Veblen


				
McKenzie, Elizabeth


				
****


				
8/26/16


				
Unconventional. I ended up enjoying the quirkiness of Elizabeth McKenzie’s novel titled, The Portable Veblen. Readers who enjoy the unconventional are those most likely to enjoy this novel. What might that mean? Well, if you consider talking to squirrels as unconventional, when that happens in the novel, you will not be surprised. There’s a large cast of oddball characters and interesting relationships. McKenzie’s prose is finely written, and her dialogue is always realistic. There’s an exploration of modern striving and consumption in this novel that adds pleasure for those readers who understand Veblen’s writing.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
All That Is Solid Melts into Air


				
McKeon, Darragh


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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On the Other Side of Freedom: The Case for Hope


				
Mckesson, DeRay


				
****


				
12/13/18


				
Reframing. Civil rights activist DeRay Mckesson’s finely written book titled, On the Other Side of Freedom: The Case for Hope, reframes oppression, racism and injustice in ways that explain in a fresh way where we have come from and a path toward improved rights for those who have been left behind. This optimistic book offers powerful personal testimony. Mckesson proudly describes a world in which we all would want to live and offers hope that together we can build that world.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Deep Economy


				
McKibben, Bill


				
****


				
June 07


				
Changes. Our economy built on “more” is leading to environment crises, so author proposes ways to promote sustainability, an economy built on “better.”
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Radio Free Vermont: A Fable of Resistance


				
McKibben, Bill


				
****


				
12/7/17


				
Smaller. Bill McKibben’s novel titled, Radio Free Vermont: A Fable of Resistance, is a homage to the resistance movement in the form of a fable. Independent and smaller is presented as better than dependent and larger. This short and playful book brought me a welcome break from the news of the day and the struggles of life. McKibben draws interesting characters, provides an engaging story and brings some laughs along the way.
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Circling the Sun


				
McLain, Paula


				
****


				
12/4/15


				
Pluck. Fictional accounts of true historical characters can be a bit hit and miss. I find myself wondering which parts are true and which are contrived. While reading Paula McLain’s novel titled, Circling the Sun, I barely gave a thought to that distinction. Beryl Markham lived a full and exciting life in Kenya in the early part of the twentieth century, both as a horse trainer and a pilot. Thanks to McLain’s fine writing, the drama of Markham’s relationships provides momentum for the plot. Fans of The Paris Wife will be drawn to this book, and many book clubs will find this to be a selection that will lead to animated conversation.
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Love and Ruin


				
McLain, Paula


				
****


				
5/22/18


				
Independent. Paula McLain continues her fiction about the wives of Ernest Hemingway with a novel about his third wife, Martha Gellhorn, in a novel titled, Love and Ruin. Martha couldn’t be more different from Hemingway’s earlier wives: she’s a courageous and talented journalist with a successful career. Her independence from Hemingway leads her to escape his shadow. Fans of McLain’s historical fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy this latest novel.
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The Paris Wife


				
McLain, Paula


				
***


				
4/9/11


				
Feast. Historical fiction about well-known figures can run the risk of verging on the shallow insight level of People magazine or gossip tabloids. Paula McLain’s The Paris Wife never comes close to falling off that precipice. This lively account of Ernest Hemingway and his first wife, Hadley Richardson, stands well on its own as literary fiction: the account of a complex relationship that provides insight into human behavior. Knowing several of the characters of the novel increases a reader’s engagement in the story. McLain enlivens the young Hemingway, his bride Hadley, and makes their life in 1920s Paris seem magical.
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Nanny Returns


				
McLaughlin, Emma and Nicola Kraus


				
**


				
1/2/10


				
Older. Emma McLaughlin and Nicola Kraus’ sequel to The Nanny Diaries is titled, Nanny Returns. The authors soar in the new novel when they present the ultimate New York City private school: from the heliport to the chandeliers. This school parody also captures the conflicted position of teachers in this context: expected to know everything about each child, whether private or not, and blamed for the child’s behavior, no matter what. A whole motif in the book involves Nan’s travails in trying to get contractors to renovate her old house, while her husband is usually away on business. That motif provided a backdrop, but had less of the humor of the school parody. The return of the X family was packed with sadness, even as the mighty receive a well-earned comeuppance. Unpacking the lives of unappealing characters and opening the shallowness of their lives, especially as children are expected to behave as adults, and as adults shirk all responsibility, became more grating than either funny or enlightening. Nanny Returns has some moments of biting humor, and a few cogent observations of the lives of the wealthy (like the short sellers’ inability to decide on the wall upon which the Chagall he always wanted should hang). Mostly, the book is a collection of episodes held loosely together. I closed the book feeling that I could have spent the time reading it doing almost anything else that would be more enjoyable.
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The Nanny Diaries


				
McLaughlin, Emma and Nicola Kraus


				
***


				
Jun 02


				
A Park Avenue nanny tells all about the ways she was exploited and a four-year old neglected by the self-centered Mr. and Mrs. X. Sometimes funny, often sad, perspective.
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Bearskin


				
McLaughlin, James A.


				
*****


				
9/5/18


				
Trifecta. James A. McLaughlin builds three elements simultaneously in his debut novel titled, Bearskin. First, he tells a terrific story that gets better as readers engage with the plot. Second, his descriptive language uses beautiful prose that makes the setting, a remote area in the Virginia mountains, come alive. Finally, he develops a protagonist, Rice Moore, as a complex character who demands solitude and has chosen what he thinks is a perfect hiding place as he works as a caretaker for a large private landholder. Life has a way of disrupting one’s plans, and McLaughlin keeps unraveling a story we want to hear as he uses beautiful language and lets Rice develop relationships that lead him to actions with consequences. I loved every minute on the mountain with Rice.
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Shaky Ground: The Strange Saga of the U.S. Mortgage Giants


				
McLean, Bethany


				
*****


				
11/20/15


				
Stall. Readers with an interest in housing finance should consider Bethany McLean’s short book titled, Shaky Ground, to be required reading. Using the finely honed investigative skills she developed at Fortune, especially on examining Enron, McLean looks into the stalled resolution of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. These government sponsored entities have been in conservatorship since 2008, and there seems to be no progress on resolving what to do with them next. The result is a housing finance system that rests on shaky ground because of the dominant reliance on these companies to support homeownership. McLean views the situation from multiple perspectives and explains the stalemate and stall in resolution with pragmatic empathy. She joins many others in not seeing a way to get off this shaky ground.
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The Smartest Guys in the Room: The Amazing Rise and Scandalous Fall of Enron


				
McLean, Bethany


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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All the Devils Are Here: The Hidden History of the Financial Crisis


				
McLean, Bethany and Joe Nocera


				
***


				
12/18/10


				
People. Financial journalists Bethany McLean and Joe Nocera move the dialogue about the financial crisis from what happened to who were the people who were in the thick of this and what led them to do what they did. Their new book, All the Devils Are Here, is the product of ample interviews, and reading the many published accounts that have already been produced. The result is a readable and interesting presentation of the people involved and their motivations, incentives and flaws. Readers who have been interested in the financial crisis will find this book to be a valuable contribution to gaining an understanding of who was involved in the crisis.
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Physical: An American Checkup


				
McManus, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Interruption of Everything


				
McMillan, Terry


				
**


				
Nov 05


				
Pause. Sixth novel featuring strong women. This time, protagonist Marilyn Grimes, a middle aged African American woman faces the challenges presented by caregiving, a workaholic husband and changes to her body.
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The New Normal


				
McNamee, Roger


				
**


				
May 05


				
Munchies. Tidbits a la Fast Company, full of definitive statements, with no articulated basis for the conclusions drawn. More junk food than balanced diet.
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The Man Who Changed the Way We Eat: Craig Claiborne and the American Food Renaissance


				
McNamee, Thomas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Hallowed Ground: A Walk at Gettysburg


				
McPherson, James M.


				
***


				
Aug 03


				
Pulitzer Docent. A well-informed compact guide to what happened and where during the battle of Gettysburg. Ideal for pleasure readers.
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The Whale Caller


				
Mda, Zakes


				
***


				
Apr 06


				
Fishy. May be the most unusual novel of the year: a story of a love triangle between a whale, the man who plays tunes to her on a kelp horn, and the town drunk. Set on the west coast of South Africa. Memorable and strange.
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American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation


				
Meacham, Jon


				
***


				
Oct 06


				
Tolerance. Author explores the premise that the key success of the American revolution has been religious tolerance combined with the separation of church and state. Much insight on what religion meant for the founders and for politicians throughout our history.
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American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House


				
Meacham, Jon


				
****


				
3/28/09


				
Executive. There seemed to be few dull moments during President Andrew Jackson’s White House years, and thanks to Jon Meacham’s fine writing in American Lion, there are few dull pages to read about that time. The hero of the Battle of New Orleans found all the main issues of the day ending up on his White House desk, and he followed a guiding principle of setting the issues of the nation first in resolving them, never losing the pulse of the will of the common citizen. He refused to cower to Congress, and ensured a strong Executive branch. He fought Calhoun and nullification. The strains of slavery and succession weighed heavily on Jackson, and he did the best he could to keep the union intact. The writing is lively throughout the 500 pages, and thanks to Meacham, every time I look at a twenty dollar bill I think something different about Jackson.
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Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush


				
Meacham, Jon


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Franklin and Winston: An Intimate Portrait of an Epic Friendship


				
Meacham, Jon


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels


				
Meacham, Jon


				
*****


				
10/5/18


				
Context. For American citizens weary of partisan divisiveness, one book to consider is Jon Meacham’s titled, The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels. We’ve been divided in the past in ways more severe than our current situation and have leaned toward our core values to come together. Historians help provide context for us to understand where we have come from, and how to consider current challenges in relation to how we have responded to past divisions. Meacham writes with love for the United States and with hope that our future will be less contentious than the present. Take a break from the headlines to reflect on our core values and consider how those values can lead us toward reconciliation and unity.
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Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power


				
Meacham, Jon


				
*****


				
5/21/13


				
Contradictions. I’ve slowly savored reading Jon Meacham’s fine book, Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power. Many of us know well the highlights of Jefferson’s life. Meacham left me with several reflections about Jefferson: he had a vision for America that was at times in sync and at other times misaligned with that of other founders; he seemed to be comfortable in holding multiple contradictory views (slavery being the greatest contradiction); and his legacy is so large that reflecting on it by reading a book like this is time very well spent. Any reader with an interest in the formation years of the United States will enjoy reading this book.
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God and Gold: Britain, America, and the Making of the Modern World


				
Mead, Walter Russell


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Hystopia


				
Means, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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67 Shots: Kent State and the End of American Innocence


				
Means, Howard


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Cigar Roller


				
Medina, Pablo


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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This Could Hurt


				
Medoff, Jillian


				
***


				
2/22/18


				
Human. In her novel titled, This Could Hurt, Jillian Medoff puts the “human” in Human Resources. Workplace novels can often lean toward shallow and boring stereotypes. While Medoff veers in that direction sometimes in this novel, for the most part she creates interesting and complex characters who behave in ways, both good and bad, that will resonate for most readers. Set mostly during the financial crisis in 2008 and 2009, the novel offers a plot that fits that time very well. Each character has to respond to change, like it or not.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI


				
Medsger, Betty


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51XfdlEUf4L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
How Elizabeth Barrett Browning Saved My Life


				
Medwed, Mameve


				
***


				
July 06


				
Belonging. Witty and charming novel of a protagonist who’s shaken from lethargy by her mother’s death, and searches for and finds the objects of her desire, and her place in the world.
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The Heart Broke In


				
Meek, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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A Family Daughter


				
Meloy, Maile


				
****


				
Oct 06


				
Fragility. Author reprises the Santerres from her debut novel Liars and Saints, using this novel to take the perspective of a daughter, Abby, on the fragility of the many family members, their secrets and passions.
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Both Ways Is the Only Way I Want It


				
Meloy, Maile


				
***


				
9/21/09


				
Desire. There are eleven finely written short stories in Maile Meloy’s new collection titled, Both Ways Is the Only Way I Want It. One theme through these stories is the desire of an individual for more than he or she seems to have now or is experiencing. Sometimes those desires are realized, often they are not. Meloy presents real people in relationships that most readers will recognize. Her writing presents just the right amount of conflict among her characters to allow her to use the short story form effectively and not waste a single word.
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Do Not Become Alarmed


				
Meloy, Maile


				
****


				
7/20/17


				
Perils. Don’t read Maile Meloy’s novel titled, Do Not Become Alarmed, while on vacation with children. A normal anxiety level about what could happen to children can become extreme while reading about the perils faced by the children in this novel who have been enjoying a cruise to Central America with their parents. A land excursion during a port stop turns perilous and the unraveling of the children and their parents absorbs every remaining page of the novel. Meloy’s prose is finely written, and her insight into human behavior will please many readers.
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Liars and Saints


				
Meloy, Maile


				
****


				
July 03


				
Family Ties and Lies. Rare for a debut novel to win four-stars. This tale of four generations and the lies that unite them should win awards. Meloy’s writing soars, and we come to know her characters for all their human qualities and frailties.
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The Book of Fate


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
***


				
Nov 06


				
Loyalty. Political thriller with Presidential aide protagonist and lots of pages of step by step action. Good for in-flight reading or a mind-free weekend.
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The Book of Lies


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
***


				
12/27/08


				
Super. Brad Meltzer’s latest novel, The Book of Lies, takes readers on a somewhat convulted journey from Cleveland to the biblical story of Cain and Abel, with lots of work in the middle centered on the relationship between fathers and sons. Protagonist Cal Harper is a former government agent and current advocate for the homeless. One night he encounters a homeless man who turns out to be his estranged father, Lloyd. Before we know it, they’re on a journey to Cleveland to the former home of Jerry Seigel, the creator of Superman, whose father was killed when Jerry was a boy. They’re searching for a missing book, The Book of Lies, which may have the answer to what weapon Cain used to kill Abel, and what might have been the genesis of the Superman comic. With a nod to Dan Brown and the Da Vinci code genre, The Book of Lies provides a few hours of entertainment for those readers who can leap across the many chasms in the plot.  


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Escape Artist


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
**


				
5/22/18


				
Strained. I tried very hard to suspend disbelief while reading Brad Meltzer’s novel titled, The Escape Artist. Whether it was my failure to cut Meltzer slack or his straining credulity at almost every key plot turn, the outcome was my reading a novel that I never came to enjoy. On the positive side, protagonist Nola Brown was a very interesting character. The Houdini connection was fascinating. Those two elements were not sufficient for me to overcome a plot that strained all credulity multiple times.
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The Fifth Assassin


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
****


				
2/9/13


				
Pacing. Brad Meltzer reprises The Culper Ring from previous novels for his latest book, The Fifth Assassin. First-time Meltzer readers are likely to be confused and frustrated, but fans of the series can use the earlier novels as a solid foundation for understanding the characters and motivation in the new novel. I found his pacing to be rapid, and my interest remained engaged and focused through 432 pages. Meltzer left enough uncovered for another installment. Readers who are willing to suspend disbelief for this imaginative plot are rewarded by a fast moving thriller.  
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The House of Secrets


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
***


				
9/9/16


				
Recovery. There were times while I was reading Brad Meltzer’s novel, The House of Secrets, that I felt like I was riding a roller coaster. The plot sped up and crashed before slowly building to the next twist. Protagonist Hazel-Ann Nash is trying to recover memories following an accident in which she and her brother were injured and her father, Jack, killed. Jack was the longtime host of a conspiracy television program, The House of Secrets. She struggles to regain her lost memories, and tries to differentiate between reality and imagination. There’s a link to Benedict Arnold at the heart of this novel, and stories that Jack told Hazel-Ann as a child provide clues to making sense of the present. Patient readers will be rewarded by the end with unraveling a complicated plot. Impatient readers may find easier entertainment elsewhere.
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The Inner Circle


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
***


				
1/25/11


				
Secrets. Brad Meltzer’s latest thriller, The Inner Circle, presents readers with an action-packed plot, an imaginative premise and weakly developed characters. For fans of action novels, this one places few demands on a reader’s mental acuity; one can sit back, turn pages swiftly and let the action unfold. The imaginative premise is that a secret group has existed for centuries providing support to the United States Presidency. Since few secrets in Washington seem to last minutes, the notion that a big one could survive centuries requires a reader to suspend a great deal of disbelief. The action carries a reader forward, and even after over 450 pages, there’s room for the story to continue, so a sequel may well be coming soon.
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The President’s Shadow


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
****


				
1/15/16


				
Secrets. Readers who are pre-disposed to the idea that the Presidency and Washington D.C. are overflowing with secrets and conspiracies are those most likely to enjoy reading the third installment in The Culper Ring series by Brad Meltzer titled, The President’s Shadow. Over the course of four hundred pages, Meltzer blends some facts with fiction to create an impression that no one is ever to be trusted. Having read the earlier novels, I enjoyed the reprisal of characters, and I was inclined to surrender myself to Meltzer’s plot. I was entertained enough, thanks to letting myself yield to where Meltzer took me, no matter how implausible it seemed.
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The Zero Game


				
Meltzer, Brad


				
***


				
Apr 04


				
Zooms. Fast-paced thriller with better writing than Baldacci. Well-crafted plot and realistic dialogue. D.C. players will be especially entertained.
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Aloha, Lady Blue


				
Memminger, Charley


				
****


				
10/25/13


				
Setting. I was thoroughly entertained by Charley Memminger’s mystery novel, Aloha Lady Blue. Any reader who’s enjoyed John D. MacDonald’s novels should read this book. While neither a homage nor strict imitation, this novel is in the spirit of MacDonald, and Memminger makes that even clearer when we learn the name of the houseboat on which protagonist Stryker McBride lives: the Travis McGee. The setting in Hawaii comes alive through Memminger’s descriptive language. If you’re looking for something to read on the flight from the mainland to Hawaii, you can’t do better than this novel.
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The Arsonist


				
Miller, Sue


				
****


				
7/9/14


				
Sparks. Readers who enjoy finely written prose and can tolerate a meandering and slow moving plot are those most likely to enjoy Sue Miller’s novel, The Arsonist. Protagonist Frankie Rowley has returned from Africa where she’s done aid work for a decade and a half. Unsure of what to do next, she joins her parents who have retired to the small community of Pomeroy, New Hampshire, where they had spent many summers. Fear has spread in the community when a pattern of fires indicates arson. While the arson plot meanders, Frankie develops a relationship with Bud Jacobs who left big city journalism to run the local paper. The sparks in their relationship provide the energy in the novel. This novel is satisfying summer reading: relax with a glass of lemonade, enjoy the fine prose, and listen for the fire engines.
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The Lake Shore Limited


				
Miller, Sue


				
***


				
5/15/10


				
Accidents. It’s interesting to examine the many ways in which novelists grapple with the events of 9/11/2001 and find different ways to express this in their work. Sue Miller uses a story within a story model for her novel, The Lake Shore Limited. A playwright, Billy Gertz, writes about a train accident caused by a terrorist. Her lover, Gus, died in a 9/11 plane crash. Gus’s sister, Leslie, grieves for him through maintaining a relationship with Billy, without knowing that Billy was about to end her affair with Gus at the time of his death. Leslie imagines a loss for Billy that exceeds Billy’s actual feelings. Leslie fixes an architect friend, Sam, up with Billy, who sleeps with Rafe, the lead actor in her play. If you’ve gotten all that straight, now be prepared to shift narrators and see events from the perspective of different characters. Miller does a fine job of presenting the complexity of relationships and the interplay of giving and receiving love and dealing with loss. The accidents and misunderstandings of life can become defining moments in relationships, and Miller’s fine writing helps uncover this for any reader who enjoys reflective literary fiction.
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The Senator’s Wife


				
Miller, Sue


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Forgiving. A novel about marriages through the lens of two couples leaves readers wondering why people do what they do. The title refers to Delia, wife of a philandering Senator.
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Blood Money


				
Miller, T. Christian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Fight No More


				
Millet, Lydia


				
****


				
8/3/18


				
Home. There are times when I walk by houses, my mind wanders and I think about the individuals who live there and what those lives are like. In her short story collection titled, Fight No More, Lydia Millet uses a single protagonist, a real estate agent named Nina, to link the stories together. Through Nina’s eyes, readers learn about these individuals and Millet raises the tension as we learn what goes on behind closed doors. The writing is superb, and the stories are well-told.
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Mermaids in Paradise


				
Millet, Lydia


				
****


				
12/15/14


				
Satire. Lydia Millet’s novel, Mermaids in Paradise, offers readers who love satire the hilarious story of a honeymoon. Narrator Deb met her husband, Chip, on a speed date and for so many reasons they seem made for each other. The contrasts in their personalities provide abundant material for Millet’s narrative and for her humorous and quirky viewpoint on contemporary behavior. After Deb and Chip discovery mermaids Millet delivers page after page of satire with sharp wit and finely written prose. I laughed often while reading this novel, and was thoroughly entertained.  
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Sweet Lamb of Heaven


				
Millet, Lydia


				
****


				
10/10/16


				
Control. Take your aging mind and engage it with Roger Rosenblatt’s novel, Thomas Murphy, in which the irrepressible poet, Murph, wonders about his own aging mind, reflects on his life’s relationships, and charms every reader on every page. Once engaged, give yourself over to dreams, and beauty and laughter and all that remains possible for every day that we are alive. This novel is a song to life, sung by a great lover of life, an intelligent character created by a thoughtful writer. How much of the mind of either of them, or a reader, may be misfiring is another matter altogether. Leave that for another day.
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Dangerous Laughter


				
Millhauser, Steven


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The King in the Tree


				
Millhauser, Steven


				
***


				
Apr 03


				
Betrayal. Three novels plumb the dimensions of love and betrayal through fine writing, imaginative settings, and characters that reveal themselves with many of the complexities of human nature. Millhauser at his best.
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Voices in the Night


				
Millhauser, Steven


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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We Others


				
Millhauser, Steven


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Savage Garden


				
Mills, Mark


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Freaks, Geeks, and Cool Kids: Teenagers, Schools, and the Culture of Consumption


				
Milner, Jr., Murray


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Blood Salt Water


				
Mina, Denise


				
****


				
2/25/16


				
Connections. One of the reasons that I enjoy reading detective fiction is that I can compare my ability to connect the dots to that of the detective. Denise Mina’s protagonist, Detective Inspector Alex Morrow, is great at connecting the dots, and she follows her obsession in the novel titled,  Blood Salt Water. Things are not as they appear in the sleepy town of Helensburgh, and every character has something important happening that may not be evident to all. Morrow connected the dots better and faster than me, and that brought added reading pleasure. Any reader who likes detective fiction will find pleasure in this novel.
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The Dead Hour


				
Mina, Denise


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Long Drop


				
Mina, Denise


				
****


				
7/6/17


				
Complexity. Fans of well-written crime fiction are those readers most likely to enjoy Denise Mina’s novel titled, The Long Drop. Set in Glasgow in the 1950s, the novel is a fictional account of serial killer Peter Manuel whose real crimes terrorized the residents of that city. I enjoyed the web of complexity that Mina lays out, and the clever ways she keeps readers off balance and in the dark.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Red Road


				
Mina, Denise


				
****


				
5/28/14


				
Glasgow. Fans of crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading Denise Mina’s novel, The Red Road. This is the first novel I’ve read by Mina, and I thoroughly enjoyed her characters and plot. Protagonist DI Alex Morrow comes across as a perfectly complete human: caught between work and home; highly skilled and also stumbling; confident and uncertain. Past and present time frames add to the complexity of the story, and brought me added pleasure. The case is interesting, the characters intriguing.
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Confessions


				
Minato, Kanae


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Managers, not MBAs : a hard look at the soft practice of managing and management development


				
Mintzberg, Henry


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2005
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Molly Ivins: A Rebel Life


				
Minutaglio, Bill abnd W. Michael Smith


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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A Place for Us


				
Mirza, Fatima Farheen


				
****


				
11/6/18


				
Family. It was a real pleasure to take an armchair vacation spent with an Indian American family while I read Fatima Farheen Mirza’s debut novel titled, A Place for Us. Mirza’s finely written prose guides us back and forth in time as she develops the depth and complexity of an interesting cast of characters. We spend our lives defining the place we call home, and each of us can struggle with identity and belonging. Mirza presents our story on the pages of this novel, and she does that with great skill.
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The Most Controversial Decision: Truman, the Atomic Bombs, and the Defeat of Japan


				
Miscamble, Wilson


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Still Summer


				
Mitchard, Jacquelyn


				
Unread
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[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 11xGGbunzDL]


		

		
				
 


				
Black Swan Green


				
Mitchell, David


				
***


				
August 06


				
Thirteen. Outstanding writing that explores the complicated interior life of a thirteen-year-old adolescent, the struggles with parents, siblings and peers, and an increasing awareness of the impact of the world beyond a small town.
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Slade House


				
Mitchell, David


				
****


				
11/20/15


				
Souls. For any reader who has found David Mitchell’s longer novels a bit challenging to read, consider his latest novel titled, Slade House. In this finely written haunted house story, Mitchell leaves behind the complexity he usually constructs and offers a compact and simple story that brought me great reading pleasure. Some readers can swallow this 250 page novel in a single sitting. Others may want to savor the suspense over the course of a few days. Any reader who likes ghost stories and the idea of lost souls will find something to like in this novel.
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The Bone Clocks


				
Mitchell, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet


				
Mitchell, David


				
****


				
9/10/10


				
Isolated. David Mitchell uses each of the almost 500 pages of his new historical novel, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet, to draw readers into the setting, characters and plot. The setting is Nagasaki, Japan at the beginning of the 19th century when that country was cut off from the rest of the world by its own policies. Protagonist de Zoet arrives as a clerk at the Dutch trading outpost on a quarantined island named Dejima in 1799. His first job is in forensic accounting to uncover fraud against the Dutch East India Company by its local employees. His principled, but isolated stance against his new boss leads him toward personal setbacks. Instead of spending six years in Japan, he lives there for twenty. The supporting cast of characters is rich, and Mitchell develops each with precision and skill. The plot has enough twists to keep readers alert, and the poetic writing makes the scenes come alive. Any reader who likes historical fiction and fine writing will find much to enjoy in this novel.
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The Negotiator


				
Mitchell, George


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
Listener Supported


				
Mitchell, Jack W.


				
Unread
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Big-Box Swindle


				
Mitchell, Stacy


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0807035009]


		

		
				
 


				
Gilgamesh


				
Mitchell, Stephen


				
***


				
July 05


				
Timeless. If you’ve never read this epic, which may be the oldest book in the world (1000 years older than The Iliad), there’s no longer an excuse thanks to this fine, accessible version.
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The Book of General Ignorance: Everything You Think You Know Is Wrong


				
Mitchinson, John and John Lloyd


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Humility. After reading this Q&A trivia book, readers are likely to be a bit more cautious about things that we think we know. Read this and show the smarty pants in your life where he or she is ignorant.
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Will Your Next Business Mistake Be Fatal?: Avoiding A Chain Of Mistakes That Can Destroy Your Organization


				
Mittelstaedt, Robert


				
Unread
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Subliminal: How Your Unconscious Mind Rules Your Behavior


				
Mlodinow, Leonard


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/4162K95y-JL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Drunkard's Walk: How Randomness Rules Our Lives


				
Mlodinow, Leonard


				
Unread
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Now or Never


				
Modahl, Mary


				
*


				
10/00


				
Informercial from a VP at Forrester Research. Sample if you have to.
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So You Don’t Get Lost in the Neighborhood


				
Modiano, Patrick


				
****


				
10/15/15


				
Place. Readers with the patience and tolerance to read fiction that relies on neither plot nor character are those most likely to enjoy reading Patrick Modiano’s novel titled, So You Don’t Get Lost in the Neighborhood. I enjoyed the ways in which Modiano presented a sense of place and the exploration of memory. The atmosphere he creates comes to life in ways that entertained me. A few months ago, I read his book, Suspended Sentences, in which he did much the same thing. I may skip the rest of the Modiano oeuvre now that I think I get his shtick.
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Sundays in August


				
Modiano, Patrick


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Suspended Sentences: Three Novellas


				
Modiano, Patrick


				
****


				
3/13/15


				
Memory. The power of the past over the present can be overwhelming, and it is memory that makes the past immediate. I picked up Patrick Modiano’s novellas after he won the Nobel Prize in Literature last year. Titled, Suspended Sentences, these novellas present meditations and reflections on the Paris of the past, and the ways in which incomplete memories leave gaps in our experience of the present. Readers who like fiction that sets a mood and offers descriptive atmospheric language are likely to enjoy reading this collection, as are those readers who enjoy fiction that leads to personal reflection, especially about memories of the past.
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Sutton


				
Moehringer, J.R.


				
****


				
9/25/12


				
Memories. There’s a whole generation or two of readers who don’t know much about the life of Willie Sutton, although some might come up with the right question in response to a low value Jeopardy box like, “He said that’s where the money is.” Thanks to a finely written debut novel, Sutton, by J.R. Moehringer, readers can find out about the person who robbed more banks than anyone else, and became a folk hero to his fellow Americans. A reporter and photographer have been sent to pick up Sutton as he leaves prison for an exclusive interview. While Sutton agrees to the interview, he takes charge of leading the young reporter on a tour of special places in New York that meant a lot to Sutton, and this journey provides the setting for Moehringer to lay out the story of Sutton’s life. Unlike a stale biography, the novel structure allows Moehringer to blend historical facts with his own imagination to produce an engaging, entertaining and well told story. Any reader who appreciates well written prose, loves New York, and has an interest in twentieth century stories, is likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Tender Bar


				
Moehringer, J.R.


				
***


				
June 06


				
Nurture. Pulitzer-Prize winning Los Angeles Times writer centers this touching memoir at the bar on Long Island where he grew up, and introduces readers to the people at that bar who nurtured him.
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The Art of Pricing


				
Mohammed, Rafi


				
**


				
Feb 06


				
Conversational. Some solid ideas on how to think differently about pricing presented in a conversational style, absent a fact base for the methods proposed.
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The Perfect Mother


				
Molloy, Aimee


				
****


				
8/27/18


				
Support. New moms need support. Aimee Molloy’s novel titled, The Perfect Mother, introduces readers to the May Mothers, a group whose children were born at the same time, and who provide support for each other. During a rare night out for the moms at a bar, one of the children goes missing. Molloy picks up the pace and races through the next two weeks of anguish, tension, revelation and a surprising twist. Fans of thrillers are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel. Any reader with a young child doesn’t have the time to read this novel, and that’s a very good thing.
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From Squaw Tit to Whorehouse Meadow


				
Monmonier, Mark S.


				
Unread
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Jerusalem: The Biography


				
Montefiore, Simon Sebag


				
Unread
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Dancing to Almendra


				
Montero, Mayra


				
Unread
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Hotels of North America


				
Moody, Rick


				
***


				
2/16/17


				
Reviews. Readers who look to fiction to distill contemporary life and offer insight for reflection are those most likely to enjoy reading the fine prose and creativity of Rick Moody’s novel titled, Hotels of North America. Moody uses the structure of online hotel reviews by protagonist and motivational speaker, Reginald Edward Morse. Morse has become melancholy and through Moody’s finely crafted sentences, we enjoy the presentation of a life of loneliness, regret, humor and a dose of irony.
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The Republican War on Science


				
Mooney, Chris


				
Unread
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The Same River Twice


				
Mooney, Ted


				
****


				
8/16/10


				
Endings. Ted Mooney’s latest novel, The Same River Twice, invites readers into an artistic and philosophical journey, set in Paris. Mooney uses the moviemaking of protagonist Max Colby as a backdrop to an intellectual exploration of alternative endings to life and relationships. Max’s wife, Odile, a clothing designer, provides the plot momentum through her sideline work as a courier who smuggles Soviet-era flags out of Russia. Think of this book as the written form of a quirky foreign film that twists and turns leaving one wondering what that was all about. Patient and intelligent readers will be rewarded by Mooney’s good writing, and for feeling the brain’s engagement while reading.
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Bite Me: A Love Story


				
Moore, Christopher


				
***


				
5/25/10


				
Chuckles. Humor requires a receptive audience. Live humor can rise and fall on the energy level between the humorist and the live audience. Written humor can become dicey depending on the willingness of a reader to appreciate character and plot as presented by a witty author. Christopher Moore can write plot and characters that make readers laugh. In the latest installment of his bloodsucking fiends series titled, Bite Me: A Love Story, the characters and plot provide loads of chuckles to any receptive reader. The vampire angle provides some fuel for plot and to attract select readers. For me, the lovesick characters and their behavior was universal, and I laughed often at dialogue and the ways in which the characters interacted. A reader looking for humorous escape fiction will find brief entertainment and a few laughs from these pages.
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Fool


				
Moore, Christopher


				
***


				
5/23/09


				
Bawdy. If your taste in comedy includes the bawdy, you are likely to laugh out loud as you read Christopher Moore’s Fool. Moore uses Shakespeare’s King Lear as his backdrop for protagonist Pocket, the jester. If you take your Shakespeare very seriously, you may be irritated by Moore’s irreverence. I found the exploits of Pocket and his sidekick Drool to be a total delight. As the jester, Pocket developed relationships with Lear, his daughters, and many others in the court. Moore exploits enough about the characters as Shakespeare developed them, and then adds his perfected pitched humor to deliver a very entertaining novel.
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Noir


				
Moore, Christopher


				
****


				
5/22/18


				
Perky. I always finish reading a Christopher Moore novel in high spirits. Even when he takes on noir, he does it in a perky way. His latest novel titled, Noir, is set in San Francisco following World War II and the hijinks of a large cast of interesting characters kept me entertained throughout the novel.
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Sacre Bleu


				
Moore, Christopher


				
***


				
4/27/12


				
Colorful. The last time I read a novel about a color must have been when I was three or four years old. I have a distant memory of dreaming of the colors coming to life. Maybe that experience prepared me to enjoy reading Christopher Moore’s novel, Sacre Bleu. The Impressionist painters come to life in this novel, and the illustrations and the beauty of the book itself were a joy to experience. This is a funny and imaginative novel that can be best enjoyed while sipping French wine. Readers who are looking to read something a little different should consider this novel.
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Secondhand Souls


				
Moore, Christopher


				
****


				
10/26/15


				
Bridge. Readers looking to escape with a zany novel should consider reading Christopher Moore’s Secondhand Souls. Reprised characters from A Dirty Job and Coyote Blue enhance the reading pleasure for fans, but a first-time reader may be well-entertained by this novel. Souls of the dead are disappearing in San Francisco, and even stranger things are happening. There’s a banshee having fun trying to marshal forces to act, and the Golden Gate Bridge may never look the same to this reader after ingesting Moore’s spooky images.
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The Serpent of Venice


				
Moore, Christopher


				
Unread


				
 


				
Funny blend of Shakespeare and Poe got too tedious by the middle, so I put it aside. Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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You Suck: A Love Story


				
Moore, Christopher


				
**


				
Mar 07


				
Adolescent. Entertaining novel of vampire love and the quest to quench appetite. The humor is adolescent, escapist and funny, providing an ideal distraction.
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The Last Days of Night


				
Moore, Graham


				
****


				
6/16/17


				
Cravath. Fans of historical fiction that doesn’t stray far from fact are those most likely to enjoy reading Graham Moore’s novel titled, The Last Days of Night. Set in the 1890s, the novel features a large cast of well-known characters including George Westinghouse, Thomas Edison, Nicola Tesla, J.P. Morgan and Alexander Graham Bell. The protagonist is young lawyer Paul Cravath whose name may be known to many, but whose life hasn’t been written about often. Cravath is hired by Westinghouse to defend his company in lawsuits with Edison over light bulb patents. Moore captures the excitement of the time when inventions were proliferating and fortunes were being made. Moore even makes the lawsuits exciting. The pace of the novel is quicker than most thrillers, and I was enthralled and entertained from beginning to end. A friend who is an attorney recommended this novel, and I put it at the top of my queue. I never would have guessed on my own that a lawyer could have been such an interesting character.
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Bush’s Brain: How Karl Rove Made George W. Bush Presidential


				
Moore, James and Wayne Slater


				
***


				
Sep 03


				
Relentless. Political junkies of all stripes will read the vignettes presented about Rove and come away thinking about how much they know and don’t know about this close advisor.
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The Night Market


				
Moore, Jonathan


				
****


				
6/20/18


				
Memories. Ross Carver is confused and keeps struggling to remember what happened. Jonathan Moore’s novel titled, The Night Market, keeps readers confused as well, which is very tolerable since the pace of this thriller has two settings: fast and faster. Readers who enjoy an offbeat and not necessarily reality-baked novel are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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A Gate At the Stairs


				
Moore, Lorrie


				
****


				
10/15/09


				
Sadness. Lorrie Moore’s new novel, A Gate At the Stairs, is a year in the life of the twenty-year-old protagonist, Tassie Keltjin, as she leaves her rural Wisconsin home for her first year in college. Funny, sad, biting, witty: the lyrical writing encompasses all that and more. Filled with an eclectic cast of characters, a twisting plot and plenty of contemporary social issues, A Gate At the Stairs taps into fears, vulnerability, and leads to laughter side-by-side with sadness. Lorrie grows up fast during this year, as she gains insight into the consequences of the things we do as adults as well as the things we fail to do. The relationship between parents and children provides much of the material for the novel. I liked A Gate At the Stairs because it does so much of what I want a fine novel to do: draw me into the lives of characters so I can learn about myself and others as I read about how these characters behave in living through life’s ups and downs.
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Bark


				
Moore, Lorrie


				
*****


				
3/25/14


				
Acerbic. I’ve always been attracted to smart-mouthed women. There are eight stories in the latest collection from Lorrie Moore titled, Bark. I was delighted by the acerbic wit and psychological insight presented in these quirky stories. Moore observes our human condition with a mature eye to our foibles and how easy it can be to become caught up in our unusual behaviors. The short story structure demands discipline in narrative and character development, and Moore displays great skill in drawing us into lives quickly, helping us recognize the depth of characters, and enjoy the situations of others. Throughout, we learn about human behavior, thanks to this smart-mouthed and very talented author.  
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Dark Nights of the Soul: A Guide to Finding Your Way Through Life’s Ordeals


				
Moore, Thomas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004
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French Revolutions: Cycling the Tour de France


				
Moore, Tim


				
*


				
Nov 02


				
Spinning. Inexperienced cyclist and writer decides to buy a bike and follow the path of the 2000 Tour de France a few weeks ahead of the pros. Sprinkled liberally with fine British humor, appeals to fans of wit, cycling and the Tour.
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The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates


				
Moore, Wes


				
***


				
7/23/10


				
Divergence. Two young men from similar backgrounds living in the same area at the same time were nudged down different paths at what became critical turning points in their lives. Both men are named Wes Moore. One is the author of the book, The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates. He was a Rhodes scholar and an assistant to Condoleezza Rice, and has been an investment banker. The other Wes Moore is in jail. The gripping story of these two men reads like a novel, and contains valuable insights for any reader.
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Blowing My Cover: My Life as a CIA Spy


				
Moran, Lindsay


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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All the Living


				
Morgan, C.E.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2009
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Benjamin Franklin


				
Morgan, Edmund S.


				
***


				
Mar 03


				
Statesman Scientist. As Morgan says early on, this is a short biography “meant only to say enough about the man to show that he is worth the trouble.” It’s no trouble at all to turn the pages of this well-written life of Franklin.
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The GEnnuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America


				
Morgan, Edmund S.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Indiscretion


				
Morgan, Jude


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0312362064]


		

		
				
 


				
Market Forces


				
Morgan, Richard K.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Reckless Endangerment: How Outsized Ambition, Greed, and Corruption Led to Economic Armageddon


				
Morgenson, Gretchen and Joshua Rosner


				
****


				
6/18/11


				
Villain. Gretchen Morgenson and Joshua Rosner seethe with anger about the financial crisis and put that anger on the pages of their new book, Reckless Endangerment: How Outsized Ambition, Greed, and Corruption Led to Economic Armageddon. While the book contains all the familiar characters, practices and companies that are at the heart of the crisis, Morgenson and Rosner call attention to a person rarely mentioned by other journalists: James Johnson, former CEO of Fannie Mae. He becomes the poster child of the behavior that led to disaster: the proponent of programs for the poor that enriched him greatly and placed the most vulnerable at risk. He pocketed $100 million by expanding home ownership through loose credit standards and deft political maneuvering. Put another way: Johnson was the one who set in motion everything that Angelo Mozilo and Countrywide and others did. It’s no surprise that of the hundreds of people they interviewed, Johnson refused their requests. Most readers who pick up this book will come away from it as angry as the authors.
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The Night Circus


				
Morgenstern, Erin


				
****


				
11/14/11


				
Repercussions. Erin Morgenstern uses the setting of a magical circus as a place to unveil many components of human relationships that bring illumination to the best and the worst of human behavior. The Night Circus caught my attention from the outset and maintained my engagement throughout. As the complexity of the plot and the development of characters progressed, I gained increased respect for Morgenstern’s skills. The circus becomes the locus of a contest between magicians. Thanks to her writing skills, it became much more than a competition, and the repercussions of what was set in motion became significant. This is a novel that most readers will want to discuss with others.
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Shackleton’s Way: Leadership Lessons From the Great Antarctic Explorer


				
Morrell, Margot and Stephanie Capparell


				
***


				
July 04


				
Engaged. Stories from the life of Sir Ernest Shackleton, synthesis of lessons learned, and modern examples of executives who have followed his example of involved and engaged leadership.
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The Dawn of Innovation: The First American Industrial Revolution


				
Morris, Charles R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Trillion Dollar Meltdown: Easy Money, High Rollers, and the Great Credit Crash


				
Morris, Charles R.


				
****


				
Oct 08


				
Leverage. Confused about the current credit situation? Morris unravels much about the policies and practices that led to recent outcomes, and the likely swing of the pendulum in another direction.  
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The Tycoons


				
Morris, Charles R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0805075992]


		

		
				
 


				
Power Plays: Win or Lose – How History’s Great Political Leaders Play the Game


				
Morris, Dick


				
***


				
Jul 02


				
Six strategies and how they were successful or not when pursued by nineteen politicians around the world.
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Vote.com


				
Morris, Dick


				
DNR



				
4/00


				
Useless promotional screed for author’s website. Take a pass.
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Beethoven


				
Morris, Edmund


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Colonel Roosevelt


				
Morris, Edmund


				
****


				
1/25/11


				
Bully. The superb conclusion to Edmund Morris’ trilogy on the life of Theodore Roosevelt is titled Colonel Roosevelt. Those who have read the earlier installments have been waiting a decade for this book, and the wait has been worth it. Morris presents the final decade of Roosevelt’s life as a time packed with tragedies and setbacks, while Roosevelt’s indomitable spirit soars above all obstacles until his death. Despite the almost 800 pages of this book, I wanted to read even more about the 1912 election or the trip down the River of Doubt. Any reader who enjoys American history will find the character of Teddy Roosevelt as presented here to be as engaging and interesting a presentation as one can find.
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Dutch: A Memoir of Ronald Reagan


				
Morris, Edmund


				
DNR



				
11/99


				
Take a pass.
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This Living Hand


				
Morris, Edmund


				
Unread


				
 


				
I sampled many of the essays in this comprehensive collection of essays. Morris is a fine writer and this collection displays his considerable range. I chose not to read all the essays, so there will be no review. From my sampling, I was heading in the direction of “highly recommended”. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Jazz Palace


				
Morris, Mary


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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If Harry Potter Ran General Electric


				
Morris, Tom


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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A Mercy


				
Morrison, Toni


				
***


				
2/23/09


				
Ambiguity. Reading Toni Morrison’s A Mercy slowly during Black History Month gave me plenty of time to absorb her lyrical language and reflect on her depiction of life in America in the late 17th century. A Mercy presents that time and place through multiple narrators and through the description of setting and feelings in a way that readers can come closer to understanding all the moral ambiguity of the era. One could be opposed to slavery and also participate in its practices. Individuals can yearn for a better life while despairing the present one. One can be subject to the mastery of another while fearing the absence of that master. The language becomes mesmerizing at times, and I found the best way to absorb the story was to relax and take it in, rather than try to over-analyze or think too hard about what was going on. Morrison and her work have been recognized and rewarded. A Mercy adds to her legacy.
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God Help the Child


				
Morrison, Toni


				
****


				
6/26/15


				
Image. Sometimes we just want a novel to break our hearts. Toni Morrison’s wisdom and fine writing broke my heart as I read her latest novel titled, God Help the Child. Protagonist Bride was not loved as a child by her father and by her light-skinned mother because she was “too dark.” Morrison expresses passion and disappointment that we can be so foolish to let something unimportant like image lead to a denial of love. One of the most memorable phrases from the novel is that “what you do to children matters.” At fewer than two hundred pages, this novel can be read quickly, and should be of interest to many book clubs.
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Home


				
Morrison, Toni


				
****


				
6/15/12


				
Lyrical. Before I finished the first page of Toni Morrison’s new novel, Home, she had me. This finely written story of a Korean War veteran, Frank Money, riffs on the nature of “home,” and every sentence is crafted in a way that tells Frank’s story with just the right words. Morrison describes the time, the places and the community in ways that bring it all to life in a reader’s mind. Treat yourself to a few very enjoyable hours reading this fine novel.
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The Bluest Eye


				
Morrison, Toni


				
 


				
6/00


				
This is Morrisson’s first novel, originally published thirty years ago. Here’s another chance for those of us who missed it the first time around.
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The Best Year of Their Lives: Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon in 1948


				
Morrow, Lance


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan


				
Mortenson, Greg


				
***


				
4/5/10


				
Building. Greg Mortenson’s follow-up to his inspirational best-selling Three Cups of Tea, is titled, Stones into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan. This book builds on the last one, and conveys the huge impact that a single school can have on a community and a region. Along the way, readers are introduced to the lives of people who live different external lives from most Americans, but who share the same dreams for our children and our communities. The importance of the education of women in Afghanistan and Pakistan can’t be overstated, and Mortenson’s work and this description of it make the case clearly.
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Three Cups of Tea


				
Mortenson, Greg and David Oliver Relin


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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The Time Traveler's Guide to Medieval England: A Handbook for Visitors to the Fourteenth Century


				
Mortimer, Ian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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A Rumpole Christmas


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
12/12/09


				
Bittersweet. There are five enjoyable short stories in a collection from the late John Mortimer titled, A Rumpole Christmas. Fans of the PBS series Rumpole of the Bailey will recognize a familiar cast of character from Horace Rumpole himself, to his wife Hilda (“She Who Must Be Obeyed”), to his chambers colleagues and recalcitrant judges, as well as charming rogues. Each story is set around Christmas and presents a perfect mix and the familiar and the new. John Mortimer died in early 2009, and while these stories had been published individually in English periodicals, this is the first time they appear in a collection. I had a bittersweet reaction as I finished the last story with the realization that I may have read all the Rumpole that has been written. So, I drained the glass of my equivalent of Chateau Thames Embankment and poured another, offering a toast of thanks to Mortimer for creating such a great character. Any reader will find something to like in each of the five stories in A Rumpole Christmas.
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Quite Honestly


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
May 06


				
Goodness. Narration alternates between a bishop’s daughter and a thief, and their different points of view on the same action provides reading pleasure.
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Rumpole and the Penge Bungalow Murders


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
June 05


				
Youthful. Finally, faithful Rumpole fans get to hear the whole story of the case that launched his Old Bailey career in the form of a novel-memoir, the longest Rumpole story ever.
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Rumpole and the Primrose Path


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
Mar 04


				
He’s Back. Beloved barrister Horace Rumpole has recovered from illness, leaves the Primrose Path nursing home and returns to chambers in triumph in new collection of six short stories.
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Rumpole and the Reign of Terror


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
Mar 07


				
Ties. The Timsons, Rumpole and the British Anti-Terror Act are linked together in this timely novel, packed with the usual Rumpole vivacity.
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Rumpole Misbehaves


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
Mar 08


				
Anti-social. Several cases of anti-social behavior, including Rumpole’s own, come together in the latest finely written tale of the Old Bailey’s boisterous barrister.
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Rumpole Rests His Case


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
Jan 03


				
The End? Could this be the last of the Rumpole books? If so, savor each of the week’s worth of stories in this book, and hope that this is not the end.
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The Sound of Trumpets


				
Mortimer, John


				
 


				
 


				
If you enjoyed Rumpole, you’ll love this third volume of the Titmuss series. If you want to read the earlier Titmuss novels, read Titmuss Regained and Paradise Postponed.
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Where There’s A Will


				
Mortimer, John


				
***


				
Nov 05


				
Testament. Thirty-two reflections as a conversation memoir, structured as the legacy the creator of Rumpole has left for his heirs, based on his 80 years of learning life’s lessons.
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Florence Gordon


				
Morton, Brian


				
****


				
4/24/15


				
Funny. I don’t think Brian Morton could have chosen any title other than Florence Gordon for his new novel, since it is all about her. This seventy-five year old knows her own mind, and speaks bluntly to any listener within earshot, filtering not a single syllable out of tact. Florence Gordon is an academic and an icon among feminists. She does not suffer fools gladly. I laughed often at her acerbic dialogue. I can’t recall another novel with such a strong female protagonist of this age. Morton offers readers deep understanding about aspects of human behavior and the wisdom of those who have lived life.
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The First Detective: The Life and Revolutionary Times of Vidocq: Criminal, Spy and Private Eye


				
Morton, James


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Lake House


				
Morton, Kate


				
****


				
1/5/16


				
Loss. I thoroughly enjoyed reading Kate Morton’s novel titled, The Lake House. Set mostly in Cornwall, England, the novel alternates action between two time periods: 1933 when a young boy goes missing, and 2003 when a London detective finds herself staying under the radar out of town, and stumbles into an unsolved case that draws her in. Morton drew me in as the plot became complicated, and the themes of children, loss and kin were explored. Morton offers great characters that kept me turning the pages to discover more about their lives, their losses, and the solution to the mystery of the missing boy.
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Eileen


				
Moshfegh, Ottessa


				
*****


				
11/18/16


				
Darkness. I let Ottessa Moshfegh’s debut novel, Eileen, sit in my reading queue for a long time. I heard it was a dark story, and I kept choosing other things to read, especially on cloudy days. Once I started reading the novel, I gave myself over to Moshfegh’s great talent, and I was impressed and delighted by the fine writing and great skill in presenting a memorable character in her 70s reflecting on formative events fifty years earlier. Readers are drawn into Eileen’s mind. The descriptions of Eileen’s life with her alcoholic father were very hard to read. There’s a twist that surprised me and pushed the novel to a higher plane. I wish I hadn’t waited so long to read it. Fans of finely written literary fiction, especially those with a high tolerance for reading about abuse are those most likely to appreciate this outstanding novel.
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Homesick for Another World


				
Moshfegh, Ottessa


				
****


				
3/14/17


				
Margins. Ottessa Moshfegh gives voice to characters who live on the margins of society in her collection of fourteen short stories titled, Homesick for Another World. I reveled in her wit, especially when the humor is dark. There were many sentences I read more than once, so I could savor them. Readers who enjoy short stories will find very finely crafted stories in this collection. Anyone who gains comfort from the flaws of others will share the glee with Moshfegh as she draws us into lives not very similar to our own, but true to ourselves at our very core. This is our world, like it or not.
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My Year of Rest and Relaxation


				
Moshfegh, Ottessa


				
*****


				
9/12/18


				
Sleep. Most psychiatrists would propose engagement with others as a way to deal with alienation, and many patients would consider that path. The young female protagonist of Ottessa Moshfegh’s novel titled, My Year of Rest and Relaxation, chooses another way to deal with her situation: sleep. I laughed at the ways in which she gets her very strange psychiatrist to prescribe loads of pills to help her sleep. The prose is so finely written and the narrative so perfectly crafted that despite the sleeping, there is a high energy maintained throughout the novel. When there are just a handful of pages left to read, we are snapped out of our own drugged state as Moshfegh delivers a perfect ending.
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All I Did Was Shoot My Man


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
2/3/12


				
Paternal. The more Walter Mosley develops the character of protagonist Leonid McGill, the greater the desire of fans to want the series to grow. The fourth novel of the series is titled All I Did Was Shoot My Man, and the contrasting love and loss, joy and sorrow of McGill, the tragic hero and private detective, caught me from the beginning and held me to the end. The complex relationship between fathers and sons is a motif in this novel, and the plot will require close attention. First time readers of the McGill series can begin here, but those who have read the earlier novels will be best prepared for the richness of this latest installment.
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And Sometimes I Wonder About You


				
Mosley, Walter


				
****


				
6/10/15


				
Desire. Fans of Walter Mosley and his Leonid McGill detective series will be delighted to read the fifth installment titled, And Sometimes I Wonder About You. New readers to the series can easily start here, although the richness of the story can be enhanced for those readers familiar with the earlier novels. Mosley’s prose will please any reader. His characters are well-developed, the plot is always engaging, and the insight into human behavior is wise and deep. Desire permeates this installment. Leonid’s father shows up in his life, a long-held desire now realized. A beautiful woman draws out physical desires and emotional longing. Leonid’s son goes missing, and his wife comes home from the sanitarium. Throughout it all, there’s a case to solve, and the usual interactions with the police. This book provides lots of entertainment to those readers who like crime fiction.
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Blonde Faith


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
Feb 08


				
Dependable. Another Easy Rawlins mystery with a well-structured plot, fine dialogue and keen insight into human nature.  Mosely can be counted on to deliver reading pleasure. 
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Charcoal Joe


				
Mosley, Walter


				
****


				
7/15/16


				
Solid. Fans of character-driven crime fiction will be delighted with the return of Easy Rawlins in Walter Mosley’s novel titled, Charcoal Joe. This solid, complex character has new challenges in his work life and in his personal life. In every situation, under pressure or while relaxed, Easy is a consistent and reliable guy, using his mind or his body as the situation demands. Fans of the series will enjoy all the familiar characters from earlier novels. New readers will become hooked by Mosley’s fine writing.
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Cinnamon Kiss


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
Jan 06


				
Frustrations. Easy Rawlins returns in installment 10 of this series, and works on a missing persons case to get money to care for his sick daughter. All the complexity of characters and relationships continue.
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Debbie Doesn’t Do It Anymore


				
Mosley, Walter


				
****


				
7/28/14


				
Conversion. I can’t think of another writer who could present as a protagonist a porn star whose behavior is presented effectively as a model for any reader. Walter Mosley introduces readers to Sandra Peel, professionally known as Debbie Dare, in his novel titled, Debbie Doesn’t Do It Anymore. After spending the day performing sex acts for a movie, Sandra returns home to find her husband, Theon Pinkney, dead from electrocution in a bathtub, naked, alongside a naked and dead young woman who was aspiring to become a porn star. While Mosley writes plainly about sexual activities that might make some readers uncomfortable, the prose is not titillating, just descriptive of the reality of what is being done. The novel is a story of the conversion of Sandra from the life she has been living toward some better way of making a living. Mosley presents Sandra as fearless and compassionate, at a place on her road of life, ready to turn in a new direction. I closed the book with great satisfaction at what a fine job Mosley did in presenting me with a memorable character whose behavior I understood and respected.
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Diablerie


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
June 08


				
Survival. Serious novel explores malevolence, alienation, and the protagonist’s struggle to understand his past and survive into a less-troubled future.
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Down the River Unto the Sea


				
Mosley, Walter


				
****


				
4/23/18


				
Reconciliation. Prolific novelist Walter Mosley has a gift for fans: a new terrific protagonist. While some of Mosley’s readers can’t help but ask for more Easy Rawlins books, or Leonid McGill novels, those open to new characters will find a complex and well-developed protagonist in Joe King Oliver, introduced in a novel titled, Down the River Unto the Sea. King lost his NYPD job after somebody set him up with an accusation of rape, for which he was convicted and jailed. After release, he becomes a private detective, and, in this novel, he is dealing with a case to release another innocent inmate, while he searches for resolution and justice for those who sent King to prison. While on a journey of redemption, King struggles with achieving reconciliation and with staying alive, especially because of his love for his daughter. Mosley writes with great skill, and most fans of crime fiction will enjoy reading this novel.
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Fear of the Dark


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
 


				
Read, but not reviewed.
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Fortunate Son


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
July 06


				
Luck. Mosley departs from his Easy Rawlins series and presents the lives of two boys, Eric and Tommy, and shows how fate leads them toward or away from happiness.
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Inside a Silver Box


				
Mosley, Walter


				
****


				
12/4/15


				
Salvation. Whenever Walter Mosley departs from his usual character-driven fiction, readers know he is having a good time letting his imagination soar and bringing loyal readers along for a fascinating ride. In his novel titled, Inside a Silver Box, Mosley explores the proximity of death, and how salvation can come from unlikely sources. Things are never as they appear in Mosley’s world: the silver box contains the most powerful force in the universe, and means peril and death to all of us. Readers who enjoy imaginative fiction that takes us outside the world we think we live in are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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John Woman


				
Mosley, Walter


				
*****


				
9/24/18


				
History. Walter Mosley has given readers interesting and eccentric characters before and has often been provocative in his plot and philosophy. In his novel titled, John Woman, Mosley begins with the formative years of a young man named Cornelius Jones, and transforms the boy into a controversial history professor named John Woman. In my view, this character is Mosley’s finest yet, and the provocative nature of the plot is delivered with great skill. Readers may not think of history in the same way after reading this book, and whatever it is that one feels guilty about will come to some reckoning because there are consequences for our actions.
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Killing Johnny Fry


				
Mosley, Walter


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Known to Evil


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
6/22/10


				
Redemption. Walter Mosley continues to develop the protagonist Leonid McGill in his novel titled, Known to Evil. The motivation of private detective McGill is to act in ways that atone for his bad behavior, and it his redemption that becomes a life goal. In some ways McGill is both hero and everyman. Thanks to Mosley’s fine writing, the dialogue seems realistic, the characters are well-developed, and the insights about human condition are profound. The personal circumstances that led McGill to this moment in his life and those of society at large contain a randomness that’s sobering.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/516i0XJiqPL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Little Green


				
Mosley, Walter


				
*****


				
6/25/13


				
Rebirth. Whether you’ve read all the Easy Rawlins novels from Walter Mosley, or if Little Green is your introduction, chances are you’ll enjoy reading this book. Los Angeles private detective Easy Rawlins came close to death in a car accident, and as the novel opens he is slowing returning to life. Mosley develops this complex character with precision, and describes the setting, culture and issues of the world in 1967 with an attention to detail that transports readers to that time and place. Racial tension, hippies, drugs and violence provide a backdrop for what is a story of rebirth. Sit back, relax, and let Easy Rawlins entertain you with his kindness, integrity and perseverance.
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Little Scarlet


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
Jan 05


				
Heated. Pitch-perfect novel of LA in 1965 after the Watts riots, capturing the violence, fears and prejudice of the time.
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Merge / Disciple: Two Short Novels from Crosstown to Oblivion


				
Mosley, Walter


				
***


				
11/8/12


				
Possibilities. The short novels that Walter Mosley writes in his Crosstown to Oblivion series are finely written and quick to read. The latest, Merge/Disciple, includes two novellas that are paired as perfectly as when a wine complements a tasty plate of food. Mosley riffs on an expanded reality and what may be possible. In Merge, a lottery winner uncovers a richer treasure than his winnings. In Disciple, the protagonist finds himself promoted from being a data entry clerk to the head of a company. However unlikely the plot, readers are likely to enjoy the tightly written prose and the big questions underlying the stories. Mosley is a fine writer and readers who like to think about life and its possibilities are those most likely to enjoy these two short novels.
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All That Man Is


				
Szalay, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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London and the South-east


				
Szalay, David


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Griftopia: Bubble Machines, Vampire Squids, and the Long Con That Is Breaking America


				
Taibbi, Matt


				
****


				
12/18/10


				
Criminals. There’s no hemming and hawing or doubt about the author’s point of view in Matt Taibbi’s book, Griftopia. Using blunt and judgmental prose, he calls Goldman Sachs “a company of criminals” and refers to Alan Greenspan as an “asshole.” For some readers, such crass prose may be dismissed as shallow, but Taibbi is not superficial: he follows the money, and with clear and cogent prose opines on great lies and behavior that is not for the common good. He makes the point that “organized greed always defeats disorganized democracy.” While he reprises his original Goldman Sachs story from Rolling Stone, with the vampire squid image, there’s much more covered in this book beyond the financial crisis: he covers health care and commodities speculation with the same serious edge. Any reader who has followed the financial crisis will find this book to be another valuable contribution to understanding what has been going on for the past few years.
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The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap


				
Taibbi, Matt


				
*****


				
5/9/14


				
Wrong. If you can finish reading Matt Taibbi’s The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap, and not feel a sense of moral outrage, you have no heart. From the time we were toddlers, most of us developed the value that we should strive for fairness in our dealings with others. When faced with injustice, we seek redress. Taibbi presents our current predicament: we have institutionalized injustice in the different ways in which we treat the rich and the poor. The divide that Taibbi explores includes many dimensions, the most significant of which for me involved the crimes we prosecute and the crimes that we consider “too big to jail.” The stories of how some people have been treated shocked me, and opened for question my view that the rights of citizens are respected in our society and that the innocent have nothing to fear.
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The Bed of Procrustes: Philosophical and Practical Aphorisms


				
Taleb, Nassim


				
Unread
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Antifragile: Things That Gain from Disorder


				
Taleb, Nassim Nicholas


				
Unread


				
 


				
I quit reading this book after about fifteen minutes. Taleb’s made-up words, including the title, and quirky showmanship turned me off. Skim a sample to see if you like it. Shelf of Ennui 2013.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41s8oeR0w6L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
Skin in the Game: Hidden Asymmetries in Daily Life


				
Taleb, Nassim Nicholas


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable


				
Taleb, Nassim Nicholas


				
****


				
Aug 07


				
Unknowns. Quirky and thoughtful book riffs on the notion that the highly improbable does happen, is unpredictable, and has a huge impact, all of which we find reason to explain and ignore.
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My Absolute Darling


				
Tallent, Gabriel


				
**


				
10/18/17


				
Trauma. While reading Gabriel Tallent’s debut novel titled, My Absolute Darling, I found myself patiently awaiting deeper character development or insight into human behavior. After four hundred pages, the characters remained poorly developed and I was no closer to understanding behavior than I was on page one. Protagonist Turtle lives almost off the grid with her father, Martin. Their relationship involves physical and psychological abuse and the title is how Martin refers to Turtle. The novel is packed with violence and trauma. While some readers will consider Turtle as a heroine, I considered her more as a survivor, and it’s easy to understand why she loves her father despite the abuse. The extended cast of characters are one-dimensional, and the community that ignores Turtle for most of the book seems keenly aware of her at the end. All those gaps and anomalies led me to close the book feeling as if I was part of the trauma, and I was glad to have it come to an end.
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Black Irish


				
Talty, Stephan


				
****


				
5/3/13


				
Home. Stephan Talty packs his debut novel, Black Irish, with interesting characters, a twisting plot, and a setting that will appeal in a special way to those living in or from western New York. Protagonist Abbie Kearney is a Harvard educated police detective who has returned to Buffalo to be close to her adoptive father, an ailing retired police detective. Talty presents the closed community of Irish South Buffalo with detailed precision and insight, given that he was raised in Buffalo by Irish immigrants. Talty riffs on what makes a home, and the family and connections that include and exclude others. Readers who like grisly crime fiction with interesting characters and engaging plot are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Hangman


				
Talty, Stephan


				
****


				
7/9/14


				
Network. Fans of crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading Stephan Talty’s latest novel titled, Hangman. The pressure is on for Buffalo homicide detective Abbie Kearney to solve the case of a serial killer. When stymied, Abbie makes the difficult decision to tap into a network of police insiders who follow their own rules and face what consequences that might bring her in the long run. Talty matches Kearney’s wits against a creepy killer who seems to stay one step ahead.  
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The Black Hand


				
Talty, Stephan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Parking Lot Attendant


				
Tamirat, Nafkote


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Saving Fish From Drowning


				
Tan, Amy


				
Unread
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The Opposite of Fate


				
Tan, Amy


				
Unread
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The Valley of Amazement


				
Tan, Amy


				
****


				
2/20/14


				
Losses. Amy Tan’s latest 600-page novel is titled, The Valley of Amazement. Set in Shanghai, San Francisco and a little in upstate New York, the novel presents the lives of multiple generations across four decades starting early in the 20th century. Tan excels at describing the situation of women in society, and in this novel she leans heavily on the losses and setbacks in the lives of mothers and daughters. There’s plenty of sex, violence, love and death on these pages to last through many hours of reading. Amy Tan fans are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel. Some readers may find the story bloated and packed with more detail than necessary. I expected tension in the mother-daughter relationships, and found plenty of that in this sweeping novel along with much more to say about the condition of women at that time and in those places.
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Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir


				
Tan, Amy


				
****


				
3/9/18


				
Memory. Amy Tan’s memoir titled, Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir, was all I expected and more. Tan shares memories of her life and focuses particular attention on writing. Readers are Tan’s companions as she draws us into the process by which she uncovers deeply buried memories and uses her fine writing skills to describe those recollections in prose that is engaging and with the insight of a long life well-lived. I found the exchanges with her editor were an added delight in this book. Fans of Tan and readers who enjoy well-written memoirs are those most likely to appreciate this book.
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What We Were Promised


				
Tan, Lucy


				
****


				
10/5/18


				
Secrets. In her debut novel titled, What We Were Promised, Lucy Tan explores themes of family, secrets, and obligations. Set in Shanghai, the Zhen family’s new status upon return to China after two decades of success in the United States leads to new ways of living and significant adjustments for the extended family. Tan uses multiple narrators to offer different perspectives about life in Shanghai. A special bracelet links the past to the present. Tan writes with skill and leads readers toward caring deeply for the lives of the complex characters she presents. At the same time, she provides clear descriptive language that makes the setting come alive for readers.
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The Death of Conservatism


				
Tanenhaus, Sam


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2010
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The Scatter Here Is Too Great


				
Tanweer, Bilal


				
Unread
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Move Fast and Break Things: How Facebook, Google, and Amazon Cornered Culture and Undermined Democracy


				
Taplin, Jonathan


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Hellfire Club


				
Tapper, Jake


				
****


				
7/24/18


				
Fifties. I picked up Jake Tapper’s novel titled, The Hellfire Club, out of curiosity about whether the CNN correspondent could write. I kept reading because Tapper tells a great Washington story, set in the 1950s, that was an ideal escape from today’s toxic political environment. I especially enjoyed the finely written dialogue that rang true to my ear. I was thoroughly entertained by this novel.
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Wikinomics


				
Tapscott, Don


				
Unread
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The Naked Corporation: How the Age of Transparency Will Revolutionize Business


				
Tapscott, Don and David Ticoll


				
***


				
Sep 04


				
Barely. Timely topic with some interesting examples and models, but mostly repetitious and aggregated snippets from recent business books.
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The Goldfinch


				
Tartt, Donna


				
*****


				
11/26/13


				
Redemption. I often lose patience while reading a fat novel. I find myself selecting how many hundred pages could be jettisoned without losing much value. While Donna Tartt’s novel, The Goldfinch, comes in at just under 800 pages, I never once found myself impatient or wondering which pages could be deleted easily. Tartt’s plot kept me engaged from the opening crisis through the redemptive denouement. The protagonist narrator, Theo Decker, calmly relates his coming of age story from age 13 when an accident kills his mother, until about a dozen years later when his moral compass finds a true course and leads him to face the consequences of his past mistakes. The many other characters are all complex and interesting: fully fleshed out humans whose actions, like ours, are a mix of doing good and choosing a lesser path when expedient. Tartt uses a painting to hold the novel together, and that layer alone made the construction of this novel both interesting and enjoyable. I loved the plot and the characters, as Tartt’s language brought me hours of reading pleasure.
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Noon


				
Taseer, Aatish


				
**


				
12/18/12


				
Pieces. I admit to being befuddled by Aatish Taseer’s novel, Noon. If the four sections of the book make sense as a whole, I didn’t get it. Each on its own seemed finely written and interesting, but my reaction when I finished the whole novel was: “huh?” The character holding together the four pieces is Rehan Tabassum. In the first chapter, he recalls the departure of his father from India to Pakistan. The second involves Rehan’s relationship with his stepfather, a wealthy industrialist. The third chapter involves the reaction to a theft and the place of servants in Indian society. The final section is set in Pakistan. Throughout the book, Taseer presents episodes that highlight the contrasts in society. When I finished all the pieces, instead of a whole, I felt left with a recollection of anecdotes and pieces of a whole that left me blank and somewhat confused about what I had read. On the premise that others might see something here that I missed, I offer a mild recommendation for the novel, and suggest sampling an excerpt first.
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Threshold Resistance


				
Taubman, A. Alfred


				
Unread
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Archangels: Rise of the Jesuits


				
Tavakoli, Janet


				
***


				
12/27/13


				
Ingredients. Janet Tavakoli’s debut novel, Archangels: Rise of the Jesuits, contains many of the ingredients for a successful thriller. For me, those ingredients weren’t always harmonious. Tavakoli’s previous books have all been non-fiction and in the financial sector. The parts of her novel that relate to money seemed spot on. Her knowledge of the Vatican provided another successful ingredient for this novel. Character development, plot and dialogue fell a little flat for me. For a thriller, I was willing to overlook those distractions, and read through to the end, finding some entertainment, but not enough to highly recommend this book to others.   
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Mistakes Were Made (But Not by Me): Why We Justify Foolish Beliefs, Bad Decisions, and Hurtful Acts


				
Tavris, Carol and Elliot Aronson


				
****


				
Jan 08


				
Justification. Psychologists present solid research and readable examples and illustrations of why we justify our actions. Readers may not accept culpability more easily, but we can understand why we deceive ourselves and others.
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River of No Reprieve


				
Tayler, Jeffrey


				
***


				
Nov 06


				
Journey. Description of a raft journey along 2,400 miles of the Lena River and what the author and guide encountered as they reconstructed 17th century Cossack trips to annex Siberia for Ivan the Terrible.
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An Unpardonable Crime


				
Taylor, Andrew


				
Unread
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Dying


				
Taylor, Cory


				
***


				
4/3/18


				
Reflections. Preparation for one’s expected death can focus the mind. Cory Taylor’s beautifully written prose in her memoir titled, Dying, offers her focused reflections on disease, her full life and her journey toward death. Some readers will find a resonance with Taylor’s recollections of family life. As her life began to contract, her memories become a constant companion, and these reflections are finely written.
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Derby Day


				
Taylor, D.J.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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The Count and the Confession


				
Taylor, John


				
*


				
Sep 02


				
Tedious chronicle of true crime story with characters that are stranger than fiction, unlikable and behave in most unusual ways.
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Practically Radical: Not-So-Crazy Ways to Transform Your Company, Shake Up Your Industry, and Challenge Yourself


				
Taylor, William C.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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Mavericks at Work


				
Taylor, William C. and LaBarre, Polly


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Andy Grove


				
Tedlow, Richard


				
***


				
Mar 07


				
Unrelenting. A well-written biography of Intel and its successful former CEO Andy Grove by Harvard professor and historian.
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The Big Fat Surprise: Why Butter, Meat and Cheese Belong in a Healthy Diet


				
Teicholz, Nina


				
****


				
8/21/14


				
Bias. Six decades of nutritional advice to eat a low fat diet represents a failed experiment, according to Nina Teicholz in her fascinating book, The Big Fat Surprise: Why Butter, Meat and Cheese Belong in a Healthy Diet. As an investigative journalist, Teicholz took a questioning approach as she researched where nutritional advice has come from and the science underlying that advice. She makes a convincing case that many of the studies were seriously flawed, and that our feat of saturated fats is unsubstantiated. If you find this counterintuitive, read the book and you’re likely to be convinced by her research. Reducing fat in the diet led to increased carbohydrates, more sugar, and an increased risk of disease and weight gain. Devotees of the Atkins diet will find vindication in this book. After I read this book, I enjoyed an extra-thick marbled rib eye steak, finished with a pad of butter. Next up: bacon and eggs for breakfast, all items from the local farmers’ market.
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The Power of Purpose


				
Temes, Peter S.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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The Broken Shore


				
Temple, Peter


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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At the Center of the Storm


				
Tenet, George


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Ark


				
Tepper, Julian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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Nature's Fortune: How Business and Society Thrive by Investing in Nature


				
Tercek, Mark R. and Jonathan S. Adams


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Come Be My Light


				
Teresa, Mother


				
***


				
 


				
Read and not reviewed.
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Hope Dies Last: Keeping the Faith in Difficult Times


				
Terkel, Studs


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 1565848373]


		

		
				
 


				
The Spectator


				
Terkel, Studs


				
***


				
 


				
Studs’ conversations are always enjoyable, even the second time around.
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Touch and Go: A Memoir


				
Terkel, Studs


				
***


				
May 08


				
Memories. Terkel’s writing style has the same rhythm as his speaking style, and it’s easy to listen to and understand his presentation of his memories as a form of history, with lessons for all.
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Will the Circle Be Unbroken? Reflections on Death, Rebirth and Hunger for a Faith


				
Terkel, Studs


				
***


				
May 02


				
The master of oral history allows 62 people to tell the rest of us a thing or two about death and dying.
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Expert Political Judgment


				
Tetlock, Philip E.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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Expert Political Judgment: How Good Is It? How Can We Know?


				
Tetlock, Philip E.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Fool's Gold: How the Bold Dream of a Small Tribe at J.P. Morgan Was Corrupted by Wall Street Greed and Unleashed a Catastrophe


				
Tett, Gillian


				
****


				
8/22/09


				
Context.  Don’t let the inflammatory title of Gillian Tett’s new book lead you to think that this is a lightweight, quickly written diatribe about the financial crisis. It must have been the publisher who thought more sales would come from the title, Fool’s Gold: How the Bold Dream of a Small Tribe at J.P. Morgan Was Corrupted by Wall Street Greed and Unleashed a Catastrophe. Tett writes for the Financial Times, and Fool’s Gold is a thoughtful and engaging history of the creation and spread of credit derivatives. A group of talented J.P. Morgan bankers created credit derivatives, and managed them in the context of the credit culture of that company. One of Tett’s eureka insights is that the Morgan credit experts had never worked anywhere else, and couldn’t imagine that their competitors had such weak credit controls over their business. It was those weak credit controls that led to disaster. Among the recent books about the financial crisis, this focus on the history and spread of credit derivatives is one of the best.
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The Silo Effect: The Peril of Expertise and the Promise of Breaking Down Barriers


				
Tett, Gillian


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Victorine


				
Texter, Catherine


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and Happiness


				
Thaler, Richard  H. and Cass R. Sunstein


				
***


				
5/25/09


				
Defaults. I read half of Richard Thaler and Cass Sunstein’s collaboration, Nudge, a few months ago. Then I set it aside, and finished it up recently. It’s possible that the pause made me like the book even more. Just when I thought I had read enough, and got their point, I stopped reading. After I returned, I learned more that I thought I knew, and found them even more clever as a result of reading Nudge to the end. The authors observed that humans make decisions in ways different from that expected by economists, or the way econs think they would be made to optimize outcomes. The path of least resistance makes a world of difference, so default choices matter a lot. An expectation of error can also lead to improved decision making because it turns out that humans aren’t great decision makers. A nudge is anything that influences our choices, so well constructed nudges can produce better outcomes. These University of Chicago professors have written a cogent, thoughtful and entertaining book about an important subject, and chances are any reader will come away from the book with an increased thoughtfulness about decision making.
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Narcopolis


				
Thayil, Jeet


				
Unread


				
 


				
I got about 25 pages into this and never quite became engaged. Shelf of Ennui 2012.
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A Dead Hand


				
Theroux, Paul


				
**


				
2/12/10


				
Descriptive. A Dead Hand is Paul Theroux’s latest novel, and here he dabbles into the mystery genre, with mixed results. His vivid descriptive language enlivens the story, but the novel didn’t seem to me to have enough of the conventions of a fine mystery to bring satisfaction. Most of the clues seemed obvious, and the progression of the story was often too predictable. For readers who thrive on feeling one is actually in an unfamiliar place that comes to life through fine language, A Dead Hand will bring some reading pleasure. For mystery lovers, A Dead Hand provides more appetizer than entrée.
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Blinding Light


				
Theroux, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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Hotel Honolulu


				
Theroux, Paul


				
*


				
06/01


				
Dreary and sad stories of life in Paradise Lost.
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Mother Land


				
Theroux, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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The Elephanta Suite


				
Theroux, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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The Lower River


				
Theroux, Paul


				
***


				
11/23/12


				
Aid. Things are often not as they appear in Paul Theroux’s novel, The Lower River. Spend a few hours with protagonist Ellis Hock in Malawi and you’ll feel better about your life, no matter how unhappy you may be, or how much you struggle. Hock has left behind his unhappy Massachusetts life in his early sixties and returns to a place where he had found happiness four decades earlier. With a plan to help the people of the remote and desolate Lower River, Hock finds himself powerless and trapped. Theroux presents a dark side of philanthropy that shows how aid may not always be helpful. The plot twists are complex and entertaining, and Theroux’s descriptions of the setting provide a vivid picture of the environment, especially if you like snakes.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51u0oukRbWL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Stranger at the Palazzo d’Oro and Other Stories


				
Theroux, Paul


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2004
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Zero to One: Notes on Startups, or How to Build the Future


				
Thiel, Peter and Blake Masters


				
****


				
1/23/15


				
Start. If you’re starting a business, or trying to accelerate the growth of one, reading Peter Thiel’s book, Zero to One, won’t make the job any easier, but you’ll probably feel better and more motivated to go full steam ahead. As a serial entrepreneur and successful investor, Thiel has the track record to deserve a listening audience for what he has to say. Take a few minutes to hear his perspective, then get back to work.
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Do Not Say We Have Nothing


				
Thien, Madeline


				
*****


				
2/3/17


				
Music. Sometimes fiction can transport readers to unfamiliar places and there to discover that what appears to be different may be universal. In her novel titled, Do Not Say We Have Nothing,Madeline Thien brings key milestones in life in China over the past five decades to life through two families and their love of music. Events like the Cultural Revolution and the Tiananamen Square Protests take on a different level of understanding when viewed through the eyes of characters who we come to know as people just like us. Music has been called the universal language, and Thien uses that framework as a way to draw us into families and characters we care about, into politics that are divisive and harmful, and into a story that is complex on many levels. Patient readers are rewarded with insights about creativity and freedom that are universal.
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Dogs at the Perimeter


				
Thien, Madeline


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Mr. Eternity


				
Thier, Aaron


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2017.
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What Comes Next and How to Like It


				
Thomas, Abigail


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Common  Ground: How to Stop the Partisan War That Is Destroying America


				
Thomas, Cal and Bob Beckel


				
***


				
Apr 08


				
Cooperation. USA Today columnists collaborate on a prescription to move from partisan rhetoric and politics as usual toward the alignment around principles that can do the most good for the greatest number of people.  
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My Grandfather’s Son: A Memoir


				
Thomas, Clarence


				
***


				
Dec 07


				
Bitter. Unusual memoir covers not only the high points of life, but also the bitterness from so often not fitting in, anger, drinking problems, and broken relationships.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 119TpQQ4uQL]


		

		
				
 


				
Deluxe: How Luxury Lost Its Luster


				
Thomas, Dana


				
**


				
Oct 07


				
Cachet. Newsweek’s Paris correspondent examines how luxury goods have become mass market thanks to corporate ownership, globalization and marketing.
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The Old Way


				
Thomas, Elizabeth Marshall


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Being Nixon: A Man Divided


				
Thomas, Evan


				
***


				
8/4/15


				
Opaque. The standard by which I measure biographers of United States presidents is Robert Caro and his fine work on making sense of Lyndon Johnson by taking a clear point of view on the subject. I had high expectations upon opening Evan Thomas’ biography of the enigmatic Richard Nixon titled, Being Nixon: A Man Divided. I kept waiting for Thomas to sort out Nixon in a way that would answer questions. I had the sense that Thomas came away from this project with many unanswered questions, and was as divided as the subject when it comes to unresolved contradictions in behavior and action. I enjoyed this book best when it enhanced some aspects of Nixon’s personal life. I liked his interest in the movies, and the ways in which Nixon played music loudly, especially his favorite Victory at Sea album. Readers who love politics are those most likely to enjoy reading this book. For those expecting greater clarity about Nixon, there are tidbits here, but RN remains opaque even after 600 pages.
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Watchdogs of Democracy?


				
Thomas, Helen


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006
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52 McGs.: The Best Obituaries from Legendary New York Times Writer Robert Mc G. Thomas, Jr.


				
Thomas, Jr., Robert Mc G.


				
***


				
Feb 02


				
Well-written, offbeat obits lead reader toward understanding deeper truths about life and human nature.
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We Are Not Ourselves


				
Thomas, Matthew


				
*****


				
2/18/15


				
Aspiration. I so fell under the spell of Matthew Thomas’ fine writing in his debut novel titled, We Are Not Ourselves, that the six hundred plus pages seemed to go by in an instant. The novel is set in Queens and in suburban New York City, which Thomas presents with clarity and insight. Protagonist Eileen Tumulty Leary was born to Irish immigrant parents in 1941. Thomas exposes Eileen’s strong aspirations as he draws readers into the many ups and downs of contemporary life. Eileen’s husband, Ed, has ambitions that differ from hers, and their son, Connell, may or may not live up to the aspirations of himself and his parents. A fine novel presents the truth of our human condition in ways that draw us into the lives of others to help us understand better the reality of our own lives. I rarely award a top rating to a debut novel, and I often feel that long novels could improve by judicious editing, but this well-written book is one of the finest I’ve read in recent years and I enjoyed reading every page.
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Man Gone Down


				
Thomas, Michael


				
***


				
Apr 08


				
Intense. Debut novel presents the ruminations of a narrator over four days during one summer of his discontent. Skilled writing manages the intensity with precision.
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Fixers


				
Thomas, Michael M.


				
****


				
8/26/16


				
Clever. Who thought that a novel about a Wall Street and Washington conspiracy involving political fixing and easy treatment for executives during the financial crisis would be entertaining? I was thoroughly entertained by Michael Thomas’s novel titled, Fixers. Thomas is a former Lehman Brothers partner (way back) and he knows more than enough about finance and Wall Street to present lots of accurate information while not diminishing the entertainment value of the novel. He used great name changes, often humorous ones, to thinly disguise some individuals on whom certain characters were based. While the diary form of the prose can be tedious and a bit didactic, this led to more exposition than dialogue and worked fine for the author’s purposes. If you’re far enough past the financial crisis for you to imagine being entertained by events from that time, be sure to read this novel. Anyone still angry might be more enraged than entertained.
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Bridge


				
Thomas, Robert


				
****


				
1/23/15


				
Mind. There are 56 short and shorter connected stories in a new book by Robert Thomas titled, Bridge. Protagonist Alice shares the details of her life with us and the exposure of her troubled mind was the highlight of the book. Packed with wit, insight, and finely written prose, I enjoyed this book from beginning to end. There can seem to be madness inside Alice’s mind, but then she comes out with a line that takes one back to reassess this character. Readers who don’t have a lot of time to read, and want every word to count are those most likely to enjoy this finely written book in which there are no wasted words.
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The Midwife’s Tale


				
Thomas, Samuel


				
****


				
2/4/13


				
Lively. I zipped through Sam Thomas’ debut novel, The Midwife’s Tale, faster than my usual quick reading pace. Thomas drew me in immediately with rapid plot momentum. Historical fiction can become plodding at times, but this novel set during the English civil wars, was lively from beginning to end. Any male novelist, especially in a debut, can create female characters who come across as incomplete, or less fully realized. Protagonist Lady Bridget Hodgson, is the midwife from the title, and Thomas creates her as an interesting, complex, and fully formed character. Supporting characters are also well developed, and the setting, the siege of York, allows readers to appreciate this history: a time of people with divided political loyalties living side by side. Readers who like historical fiction and those willing to give a try to first time novelists are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Heads of the Colored People


				
Thompson-Spires, Nafissa


				
****


				
9/12/18


				
Identity. A collection of short stories by Nafissa Thompson-Spires is titled, Heads of the Colored People. The stories are dark, funny, poignant and finely written. Thompson-Spires explores identity and vulnerability with great skill. She deals with the challenge of social media and violence and just what it means to be a person of color living in the United States today. There’s a blend of head and heart in each of these stories, and Thompson-Spires has insight into deep wisdom and a range of strong emotions. I enjoyed each story in this finely written collection.
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City Boy


				
Thompson, Jean


				
**


				
Dec 04


				
Yup. Well-crafted novel of the deteriorating relationship between two unappealing urban Chicago yuppies.
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The Humanity Project


				
Thompson, Jean


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Hawk and the Dove: Paul Nitze, George Kennan, and the History of the Cold War


				
Thompson, Nicholas


				
***


				
11/7/09


				
Containment. Nicholas Thompson’s new book, The Hawk and the Dove, presents a riveting account of the intersecting lives of George Kennan and Paul Nitze. Thompson is Nitze’s grandson, and had access to personal papers not previously available, and the Kennan family also gave him broad access to materials. I knew a lot about both individuals prior to reading The Hawk and the Dove, and was never bored when I read what I already knew, and I enjoyed reading about many things I had not known. Kennan’s containment strategy in relation to the Soviet Union provided the intellectual basis for America’s approach to the Cold War. Nitze took Kennan’s ideas and militarized them. Kennan was the outsider and Nitze the bureaucrat; Kennan the Dove and Nitze the Hawk. With great sensitivity and balance, Thompson concludes that at various times, both Kennan and Nitze were right. These men were giants of their time, and this account of their lives will enlighten those readers with any interest in world affairs.
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Communion Town


				
Thompson, Sam


				
***


				
5/9/14


				
Differences. There’s a real show-off quality to the writing virtuosity that Sam Thompson displays in Communion Town. If when you visit art galleries, you’re the one who spends long periods of time in front of a single work of art to appreciate all you possibly can, the ten stories in this book are perfect for you. Don’t read it as I did, in two sittings. Instead, read one story a week slowly and carefully to appreciate the differences from one to another. I read this too quickly, and often didn’t appreciate how all the varying perspectives and writing styles were both individually well-crafted and contributed to an integrated whole.
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Night of Fire


				
Thubron, Colin


				
****


				
10/18/17


				
Images. Colin Thubron uses the structure of an apartment building and the residents who live separately in some ways and are together in others for his novel titled, Night of Fire. Six tenants and their landlord reveal themselves and their memories as the building in which they sleep burns. Thubron writes with great skill and explores the nature of our stories and the ways in which we know our neighbors and the ways in which we remain strangers. Readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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Cleopatra’s Nose: 39 Varieties of Desire


				
Thurman, Judith


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2008
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Fortune Favors the Bold: What We Must Do to Build a New and Lasting Global Prosperity


				
Thurow, Lester C.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Reproach 2004


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0060523654]


		

		
				
 


				
The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change


				
Thurow, Roger


				
Unread


				
 


				
Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line. Shelf of Ennui 2012.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/514-Y5rqu6L._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The Toaster Project: Or a Heroic Attempt to Build a Simple Electric Appliance from Scratch


				
Thwaites, Thomas


				
***


				
8/6/12


				
Art. Two different audiences are likely to enjoy Thomas Thwaites’ clever book, The Toaster Project: people who think when they see an object that they could replicate it, and those whose projects seem to turn out like the toaster on the cover of this book. This entertaining book describes the process by which Thwaites builds a working toaster from scratch over the course of nine months, at a cost considerably higher than what we would pay for a unit that was mass produced. This is a funky and fun work of art that is like nothing else I’ve read.
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Judgment: How Winning Leaders Make Great Calls


				
Tichy, Noel M. and Warren Bennis


				
****


				
Apr 08


				
Framework. Leadership experts describe an approach to three key areas for judgment: people, strategy and crisis. In addition to their approach, they use many examples, and include a handbook should you want to pursue their recommendations.
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Greed


				
Tickle, Phyllis A.


				
*


				
Sep 04


				
Imagistic. Using artwork to illustrate how the portrayal of greed has evolved over 2,000 years should have made it easier to understand the author’s premises. Instead,
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The Good Thief


				
Tinti, Hannah


				
***


				
Dec 08


				
Waif. Worthy debut novel set in 19th century New England packed with the adventures and perils of an orphan after he departs the orphanage.
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Chocolates on the Pillow Aren’t Enough


				
Tisch, Jonathan M.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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Deep Down Dark: The Untold Stories of 33 Men Buried in a Chilean Mine, and the Miracle That Set Them Free


				
Tobar, Hector


				
****


				
12/27/14


				
Compelling. Any writer could have presented the story of the Chilean miners trapped for two months. Thanks to the fine writing of Hector Tobar in Deep Down Dark, a compelling story becomes compassionate and insightful. Tobar presents the individual miners highlighting their uniqueness and complexity, and brings readers into their lives above and underground. He presents just enough about the families and the mining company to provide a context for the situation. The core of the book presents the miners as they are trapped awaiting rescue. Most readers will find this account to be compelling reading.
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A Casualty of War


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
3/9/18


				
Guns. The mother-son writing team named Charles Todd have brought nurse Bess Crawford back for the ninth installment in this series set during World War I. In the novel titled, A Casualty of War, Bess has met Captain Alan Travis, and she becomes caught up in a predicament as World War I comes to a close. Guns are involved. Most of the action in the novel takes place in England where Bess has returned on leave before returning to France to tend to soldiers who are still at or near the battlefields. The plot is interesting and complex, the characters are finely drawn, and the story is engaging. Fans of the series will be delighted to join the competent Bess in her latest exploits, and new readers can start here or anywhere to enjoy this series.
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A Fine Summer’s Day


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
3/13/15


				
Run-up. Fans of fictional series often clamor for an expanded backstory about the protagonist. In the seventeenth installment of the Ian Rutledge series by Charles Todd, those readers are rewarded. In a novel titled, A Fine Summer’s Day, Todd presents Rutledge in 1914 and the run-up to World War I. The title refers to the pleasant day in June when Rutledge is poised to propose marriage. Between that day in June and the guns of war in August, Rutledge doggedly pursues a case that will provide great entertainment both to loyal readers and to anyone who loves crime fiction. Themes of coercion and love for others weave in and out of the narrative and provide a backdrop for the duty of Rutledge to his job and to his country.
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A Forgotten Place


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
11/17/18


				
Outsiders. The tenth book in the Bess Crawford mystery series by the mother-son writing team called Charles Todd is set in Wales and titled, A Forgotten Place. While the World War has ended, Bess’ nursing work continues. After caring for a group of wounded men from Wales, Bess becomes concerned for their survival and reentry to society, since they may not find jobs. While on leave, she follows up on a letter from Captain Williams, and tracks him down in a remote village in Wales where he is living with his widowed sister-in-law, causing tongue wagging in this secretive community that considers him an unwelcome outsider. Bess finds herself stranded in Wales where there is a murderer at large. Excitement follows. Fans of mysteries and this series are those readers most likely to enjoy this novel.
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A Question of Honor


				
Todd, Charles


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2014.
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An Unwilling Accomplice


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
8/26/14


				
Reputation. The sixth Bess Crawford novel by Charles Todd is titled, An Unwilling Accomplice. There are great plot twists in this very satisfying mystery. Bess’ reputation is sullied when a solider under her nursing care goes AWOL. She decides to search for him, and the plot revolves around how that search leads her to more trouble. Readers who enjoy character-driven mysteries with plot complications are those most likely to enjoy reading this novel.
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Hunting Shadows


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
6/27/14


				
Justice. The sixteenth novel by Charles Todd featuring Ian Rutledge of Scotland Yard is titled Hunting Shadows and is set in 1920. Rutledge is eager to get out of London, especially to avoid the impatient acting chief superintendent. Two murders within two weeks in the Fen country represent an unusual event, and the assistance of Scotland Yard is needed. Rutledge begins the case literally in the fog, when he loses his way in a heavy mist while trying to get to his first destination. The case proceeds at a moderate pace, and Rutledge scrambles to figure things out quickly to keep the superintendent happy and to bring the murderer to justice. Fans of the series will love this installment, and any reader who likes character based crime fiction will find something to like in this novel.
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No Shred of Evidence


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
6/24/16


				
Motivation. The eighteenth novel in the Inspector Ian Rutledge series by Charles Todd is titled,  No Shred of Evidence. Fans of crime fiction may become impatient with the slow plot momentum. Fans of Rutledge will enjoy the ways in which he deploys his skills. Patient readers will be rewarded with a finely written police procedural that explores motivation from multiple aspects. I became so accustomed to the moderate pace that it came as a surprise when all the pieces came together.
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Proof of Guilt


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
3/25/13


				
Pursuit. Fans of detective fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading Charles Todd’s latest novel featuring Inspector Ian Rutledge titled Proof of Guilt. Set in 1920s England, this Scotland Yard inspector finds himself micromanaged by the Acting Chief Superintendent as he pursues leads in a murder case. Todd provides ample characters to keep a reader’s brain engaged, and just enough red herrings to have readers consider alternative solutions. Despite those trying to thwart his efforts, Rutledge remains in dogged pursuit of the criminal. This novel didn’t make my heart beat fast or keep me up late at night to finish reading it, but I found the pacing appropriate and I was well entertained by this novel.  
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Racing the Devil


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
1/4/18


				
Complex. Readers who enjoy crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy reading the 19th Ian Rutledge novel by Charles Todd titled, Racing the Devil. Slow and steady exposition takes the action from a promise made by English officers to meet again if they survive World War I to accidents and murder back home in England. As Inspector Rutledge delves into the complex case, secrets are revealed and the truth is uncovered.
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The Confession


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
7/16/12


				
Identity. While The Confession is the fourteenth novel in a series featuring Scotland Yard Inspector Ian Rutledge by Charles Todd and his mother, Caroline Todd, it was my first. I was hooked. The protagonist is well-drawn, the plot required my mental engagement, and the setting in post-World War I England seemed atmospheric. The puzzle in this case involves identity, and Rutledge proceeds with diligence and sensitivity to get to the bottom of things. Readers who like crime fiction are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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The Gate Keeper


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
5/3/18


				
Restless. The twentieth installment of the Inspector Ian Rutledge series by the mother-son writing team named Charles Todd is titled, The Gate Keeper. After Ian’s sister, Frances, weds and departs on her honeymoon, a restless Rutledge leaves London and takes an aimless drive. On a desolate road in Suffolk, he comes on the scene of a woman standing outside a car in the middle of the road with her bloody hands over a man lying on the ground. Despite having left his Scotland Yard credentials at home and being considered a murder suspect himself, Rutledge injects himself into a complicated investigation that will delight most lovers of crime fiction.
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The Shattered Tree


				
Todd, Charles


				
****


				
11/27/16


				
Recuperation. The eighth novel in the Bess Crawford mystery series by Charles Todd is titled, The Shattered Tree. Set in 1918, Bess is wounded while tending to soldiers on a battlefield in France. She is sent to Paris to recuperate. Instead of resting, Bess investigates something that has been bugging her since shortly before her injury. An officer arrived on a stretcher at her aid station, exhausted and with multiple wounds, wearing a tattered French uniform. When he talked in his sleep, the language he spoke was German. With the help of an American officer in Paris, Bess tries to find the mysterious wounded officer to find out his story and if he might be a spy. Fans of historical mystery novels and of this series are those most likely to enjoy reading this book.
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A Complicated Kindness


				
Toews, Miriam


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2005
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All My Puny Sorrows


				
Toews, Miriam


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Revolutionary Wealth


				
Toffler, Alvin and Heidi


				
**


				
July 06


				
Snippets. Repetitive from earlier works, replete with jargon and made up words, but still useful for thinking in new and different ways about the future.
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Final Accounting: Ambition, Greed, and the Fall of Arthur Andersen


				
Toffler, Barbara Ley


				
***


				
July 03


				
Assimilated. Business ethics professor joins Andersen, becomes assimilated by their culture, and compromises her values. Great inside view of Andersen, and thought provoking about whether we share the values of those with whom we work.
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Brooklyn


				
Toibin, Colm


				
***


				
6/14/09


				
Loyalty. Colm Toibin’s new novel, Brooklyn, presents the story of Eilis Lacey, who leaves the poor economy in Enniscorthy, Ireland, for the chance of a better life in Brooklyn. While many writers have presented stories like this in both fiction and non-fiction forms, Toibin does something special on the pages of Brooklyn. Toibin portrays Eilis in four major scenes: Enniscorthy, Brooklyn, Enniscorthy and her return to Brooklyn. In each part, Eilis strives to fit in and thrive, and she extends loyalty in many relationships. She’s torn between Ireland and America and between personal relationships in both places. Her struggle strikes deep emotional cords that are recognizable, and never sentimental or superficial. I came to care deeply about Eilis and her struggles, and wanted her to find what would be right for her to bring happiness to her life. Toibin’s writing is consistently fine: intense, descriptive, concise. If it is true that one can’t go home again, how does one create a new home and not feel like a foreigner who pines for a real home? Toibin allows Eilis to grow and mature on the pages of Brooklyn, providing a chance for readers to reflect on what loyalty means and how finding the right people and places makes a world of difference.
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House of Names


				
Toibin, Colm


				
****


				
12/13/18


				
Murder. What better escape from our violent times than a visit to the Greeks and the violence that envelops the family of Agamemnon. Colm Toibin leads readers from murder to murder in his novel titled, House of Names. Every reader familiar with the stories from Aeschylus and others will feel a freshness with Toibin’s immersion into these myths. He sends readers to ancient Greece in the middle of revenge killings and explores the human psyche with precision. Toibin is speaking to our times through this ancient story told in a fresh way in finely written prose.
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Mothers and Sons


				
Toibin, Colm


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2007
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New Ways to Kill Your Mother: Writers and Their Families


				
Toibin, Colm


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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Nora Webster


				
Toibin, Colm


				
****


				
12/15/14


				
Grief. The depth of character in the title character of Colm Toibin’s novel, Nora Webster, develops from the first page of the novel and continues to the end. Using atmospheric descriptive language, Toibin presents Nora and her life as she grieves the death of her husband. I found that the more closely I read and absorbed Toibin’s choice of words, the more deeply I came to understand Nora and her complexity. The motif about music developed in a similar deliberate way: leading toward resolution and harmony. Those readers who enjoy finely written literary fiction are those most likely to appreciate this novel.
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The Empty Family


				
Toibin, Colm


				
****


				
2/11/11


				
Taut. Colm Toibin wastes no words in the nine stories of his collection, The Empty Family. He brings characters to life with impressive efficiency, and places them in situations and relationships that unveil the complexities of love and loss and longing. Fans of the short story genre will appreciate the skill displayed in these stories, and most readers will find the stories engaging, especially because of his lyrical and precise writing. Readers of Toibin’s novels may find the shift in form leaves one wanting more, or asking “is that all there is?” after completing a story. For those who want more, re-read one of these stories, or revisit one of his novels. Toibin’s considerable talent is worth a reader’s time.
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The Testament of Mary


				
Toibin, Colm


				
****


				
11/26/12


				
Viewpoint. Of the many thousands of pages ever written about the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, none are quite like those in a novella from Colm Toibin titled, The Testament of Mary. After I finished the book, I thought about the way a friend once asked and answered as follows: “Did you ever wonder why the Madonna has a wistful look on her face in all the depictions of mother and child in art? It’s because she was thinking as she looked at the baby Jesus, ‘I was hoping for a girl.’” If you don’t find that statement offensive, this book is right up your alley. Toibin offers a viewpoint of what Mary may have thought late in her life. As a witness to the death of her son, Toibin has her feeling that his death was not worth it. From page 80: “ ‘I was there,’ I said. ‘I fled before it was over but if you want witnesses then I am one and I can tell you now, when you say that he redeemed the world, I will say that it was not worth it. It was not worth it.’” The humanity of a mother whom we would all recognize comes through on the pages of this novella. Toibin’s writing is superb, whether you agree with his viewpoint or not.
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On Elizabeth Bishop


				
Tóibín, Colm


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.


				
[image: Image]


		

		
				
 


				
The Children of Hurin


				
Tolkien, J.R.R.


				
***


				
July 07


				
Dark. The first age of middle-earth is presented through the sorrow-packed and tragic story of the children of a great warrior. Fantasy provides a backdrop for insights into our human condition.
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The Fall of Gondolin


				
Tolkien, J.R.R.


				
***


				
9/24/18


				
Versions. During his lifetime, J.R.R. Tolkien produced multiple versions of fragmented stories that remained incomplete at the time of his death. His son and literary executor, Christopher Tolkien, has assembled versions of one of those stories in a book titled, The Fall of Gondolin. I might have enjoyed each version of this story fifty years ago at the time I first read The Lord of the Rings. Today, I found myself gaining an increased understanding of the plight of a literary executor going over lots of pages of unfinished works and trying to make sense of it all. This is likely to be the last work by Tolkien to be published, so longtime fans are those readers most likely to enjoy reading every fragment that adds to the world of Tolkien.
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The Story of Kullervo


				
Tolkien, J.R.R.


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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Final Witness


				
Tolkien, Simon


				
***


				
Mar 03


				
Inheritance. Yes, J.R.R. Tolkien’s grandson can write. Come to the Old Bailey and find a trial, an interesting set of characters, well-crafted plot and good dialogue.


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0375508821]


		

		
				
 


				
Orders from Berlin


				
Tolkien, Simon


				
****


				
2/22/13


				
Confidence. Readers who like character-driven suspense novels are those most likely to enjoy Simon Tolkien’s Orders from Berlin. This is Tolkien’s third novel to feature Detective Inspector William Trave, and in this outing, Trave’s skills are put to the test as he places himself at professional risk to get to the bottom of the case. Set in 1940s England, the story involves a plot to kill Churchill, directed from Berlin. MI6 is in the middle of something and Chief Inspector Quaid is confident about a guilty suspect. The real confidence should be placed in Trave’s talent. The suspense makes for rapid reading, although the mystery gets revealed earlier than will satisfy some readers. I enjoyed the novel and ended the book quite satisfied.


				
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51kdhcL9OwL._SL110_.jpg]


		

		
				
 


				
The King of Diamonds


				
Tolkien, Simon


				
Unread
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NK3


				
Tolkin, Michael


				
****


				
4/12/17


				
Control. Readers who enjoy dystopian fiction are those most likely to get lots of reading pleasure from Michael Tolkin’s novel titled, NK3. Set in Los Angeles in the near future, the novel explores a closed community dealing with the aftermath of a virus that triggered forgetfulness and severed connections to the past. Skills necessary to maintain a quality of life have been lost. In rebuilding society following this catastrophe, several individuals have taken control and they established fences, rituals and myths to survive and to recreate some semblance of order. The novel explores the behavior of a large cast of characters and the ways in which power is exercised. Here’s a quote from p. 165 that I found interesting: ‘“You can’t do things just the way chief says. You have to do what he means even if he doesn’t know that what he says isn’t what he should mean.’

Royce Hall closed his eyes to concentrate. ‘Say that again.’” If that’s too close to current reality for you, take a pass on this novel. If you’re intrigued, and if you enjoy dystopian novels, you’re likely to enjoy reading this one.
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American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst


				
Toobin, Jeffrey


				
****


				
10/12/16


				
Complexity. I fully expected to read a few pages of Jeffrey Toobin’s book titled, American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst, and then set it aside. Instead, Toobin’s presentation of the complexity of this story grabbed me, and I stuck with him to the end. While I was somewhat aware of the events surrounding this story both at the time they took place and in the decades afterward, Toobin helped unravel multiple dimensions of the story as he laid out the kidnapping, the actions while Hearst was with the SLA, and her trial, punishment and pardon. Both readers and Toobin are still left with unanswered questions by the end alongside great satisfaction in exploring the old story in a fresh way.
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The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court


				
Toobin, Jeffrey


				
***


				
July 08


				
Ideology. Lively presentation about current and recent Supreme Court justices and the ways in which their ideology frames their decisions, and how their collective decisions change American life.
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The Oath: The Obama White House and the Supreme Court


				
Toobin, Jeffrey


				
****


				
4/20/13


				
Upheaval. Jeffrey Toobin’s book, The Oath: The Obama White House and the Supreme Court, came out last September at a perfect time: after the health care ruling and before the presidential election. Geared to a general audience, the book presents a viewpoint about each justice and what the court did in their deliberations and rulings during the first Obama term, as well as how the court has changed with new members and under Roberts’ leadership. Toobin was a classmate of Elena Kagan at Harvard Law, and I’ve enjoyed his writing for The New Yorker, as well as his earlier book on the court, The Nine. His viewpoint stresses the many ways in which the Roberts court has been an activist one, making big changes rather than incremental ones, sometimes setting aside decades of precedent. Political junkies and court watchers may consider this as required reading. General readers will gain a perspective on the Supreme Court and its importance from this book, whether one agrees or disagrees with Toobin’s viewpoint.
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Slipping


				
Toomey, John


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Ground Rules for Winners


				
Torre, Joe


				
***


				
 


				
He won the World Series and his 12 keys may help you become a better manager. 3 of the keys involve working with tough bosses.
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We the Animals


				
Torres, Justin


				
***


				
10/8/11


				
Brothers. Some debut novelists try to cram every possible component of their writing experience into a first novel. Justin Torres displays intensity and focus on the pages of his first novel, We the Animals. The result is a finely crafted short novel that tells a coming of age story by the youngest of three brothers, and how their entwined lives became one. At times, this writing is lyrical. At other times, there is such fast pacing that I found myself reading faster. Most readers will find something to like in this short novel.
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Red Weather


				
Toutonghi, Pauls


				
Unread


				
 


				
Shelf of Ennui 2006


				
[image: Description: Description: Description: Description: Description: 0307336751]


		

		
				
 


				
A Gentleman in Moscow


				
Towles, Amor


				
Unread
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Rules of Civility


				
Towles, Amor


				
Unread
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Who I Am: A Memoir


				
Townshend, Pete


				
****


				
11/23/12


				
Creativity. When I opened Pete Townshend’s memoir, Who I Am, I expected to read a revealing story about a talented and troubled artist. I found that and more on the pages of this finely written book. I was surprised at the high quality of Townshend’s writing. He tells his story with precision and care, and any reader who enjoys this genre will come away from this book very satisfied. Whether you like music, creativity or human nature, there’s something beneficial for you on these pages. Unlike the tell-all sensationalism in some celebrity memoirs, I felt that Townshend was trying to reveal with candor and insight how he has become who he is. That’s exactly the value that can be derived from reading a finely written memoir like this one.
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My Time: Making the Most of the Rest of Your Life


				
Trafford, Abigail


				
Unread
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Dragonfish


				
Tran, Vu


				
Unread
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Academy X


				
Trees, Andrew


				
***


				
Oct 06


				
Lessons. Debut novel is a witty satire of the closing weeks of the school year at an elite New York City private high school from the perspective of an English teacher.
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The American Lover


				
Tremain, Rose


				
Unread
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Prudence


				
Treuer, David


				
****


				
12/18/15


				
Outsiders. Some of my favorite novels capture our contemporary lives perfectly by setting characters and plot in a different time period and in a place that may be less familiar. David Treuer’s novel titled Prudence, is set in the period during and after World War II, mostly in rural Minnesota. By developing complex characters with great depth, Treuer highlights the ways in which those individuals who are viewed as outsiders cope with their situation in a community. Readers will find in this novel so many of the big themes of fiction: desire, love, loss, and the ways in which we all struggle to find connection as we struggle through life. Readers who enjoy finely written prose are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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A Bit on the Side


				
Trevor, William


				
Unread
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The Love Affairs of Nathaniel P.


				
Waldman, Adelle


				
***


				
3/22/14


				
Absorbed. The protagonist of Adele Waldman’s debut novel, The Love Affairs of Nathaniel P. is a type. Harvard-educated Nate Piven has just made the transition from freelance writing to having a quality book recognized and published. He’s intellectual and self-absorbed. Waldman draws readers into Nate’s life through his shallow relationships with women, each of whom must be smart enough to be worthy of his attention. Waldman skewers Nate throughout the book, providing readers with often witty and scathing prose. Readers in their mid-thirties and younger may recognize these relationships as common. Those of at and beyond middle age may find this description of relationships somewhat foreign and more sad than comic.
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The Submission


				
Waldman, Amy


				
****


				
10/25/11


				
Faith. Amy Waldman’s debut novel, The Submission, tackles a sensitive subject with skill. The plot involves the selection of a design for a 9/11 memorial in New York. The judges select a garden motif from a vast selection of blind submissions. When it turns out that the architect is Muslim, the wonderfully crafted characters react in ways that address trust, vulnerability, and the multiple levels and meanings of “submission.” Mo Khan, the architect, reacts with a coldness and rigidity that adds to strength of the novel. Waldman spares no one as the story proceeds, and she allows multiple perspectives to develop simultaneously. Readers can identify with any number of characters. Any reader who likes fine writing, complex characters and a satisfying plot is likely to enjoy this novel.
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Love and Other Impossible Pursuits


				
Waldman, Ayelet


				
****


				
 


				
Read and not reviewed.
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Love and Treasure


				
Waldman, Ayelet


				
****


				
12/15/14


				
Restoration. Readers looking for all the elements of a fine novel should consider reading Love and Treasure by Ayelet Waldman. I had not heard of the Hungarian Gold Train until I read this novel. Packed with the stolen possessions of Jews sent to concentration camps, Waldman draws one object from this train, a pendant, and uses its survival as a contrast to the death of all the owners of objects like it. The plot moves forward and backward in time as an effort is made to restore the pendant to the rightful owner. Along the way, we are treated to great prose and a view on psychoanalysis that added a lot to the novel.
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Red Hook Road


				
Waldman, Ayelet


				
***


				
9/22/10


				
Asylum. Ayelet Waldman’s new novel, Red Hook Road, almost demands discussion among members of a book club. Dramatic action begins with a tragedy: bride and groom are killed in an auto accident on their way to the wedding reception. Married less than hour, and killed off at the beginning of the novel, their lives and relationship provide the grist for the other characters, especially for their mothers, Iris and Jane. Set in Maine, the contrast between the two families is intense: summer versus year-round; blue versus white collar; well-off or getting by. A single misstep changes all their lives, their expectations, their dreams and their obligations. Each character seeks some form of refuge or asylum from their pain and suffering, some way to get through the physical and mental storms. Waldman’s writing is powerful and intense, the characters are well-developed, the plot fast-moving, and the descriptive language brings each setting to life.
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Absolute Trust in the Goodness of the Earth


				
Walker, Alice


				
***


				
Apr 03


				
Comforting. New poems, many of which reveal the meanings of house and home, creating a special place for readers to spend some time in refuge and in pleasure.
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Last Days in Shanghai


				
Walker, Casey


				
****


				
1/23/15


				
Schemes. Casey Walker’s debut novel, Last Days in Shanghai, could have gone off the rails at many different places. Walker’s great skill kept me suspending disbelief, staying interested in protagonist Luke Slade, and being regularly amused by the complicated schemes at play as the plot progressed. The ingredients Walker mixes include a congressional junket, Chinese construction projects, corruption, sex and alcohol. Luke faces issues of identity and morality, and by the time the novel ends, I was prepared for the decisions Luke makes. Readers willing to try out a debut novelist should consider reading this novel. I was well-entertained.
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Company Orders


				
Walker, David J.


				
***


				
12/18/12


				
Brisk. I read David J. Walker’s Company Orders in two sittings. The plot’s pace started quickly and seemed to accelerate. I wanted to finish the novel so that I could breathe easier. Protagonist Paul Clark is a Catholic priest in Chicago. His comfortable life gets upended and he ends up in Guyanese jungle fighting for his life. Walker tells a great story, and develops characters quickly and effectively. Readers who like an action-packed mystery are those most likely to enjoy this one.
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The Age of Miracles


				
Walker, Karen Thompson


				
***


				
10/26/12


				
Changes. Karen Thompson Walker’s debut novel, The Age of Miracles, presents a creative device to considering global calamity: the slowing of the earth’s rotation. Viewed from the perspective of an eleven year old girl, Julie, the changes in the length of a day, in her family, and in herself, are mined thoroughly by Walker as a coming of age story. Julie is drawn as a complete and complex character, whose observations are acute. Other characters are less well-developed, but the plot, dialogue and fine descriptive language offset that weakness. Readers looking for a fresh and creative voice should consider this well-written novel.
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A Taste for Vengeance


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
9/5/18


				
Complete. The thirteenth installment in the Bruno, Chief of Police series by Martin Walker is titled, A Taste for Vengeance. This time out, the Dordogne village of St. Denis revels in the success of girls’ rugby and is threatened by IRA criminals in the neighborhood. In the middle of everything is Bruno, who has gotten a promotion. What Walker does so well in this novel and in the series is allow readers to see this interesting protagonist in all aspects of his interesting life: as policeman, coach, cook, friend, lover, etc. During the course of the same day, we spend time with Bruno in each of those roles, and also caring for his dog and riding his horse. Make yourself something tasty to eat, pair a wine, and sit down to read this novel, or any of the ones in the series.
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Black Diamond


				
Walker, Martin


				
***


				
1/23/12


				
Truffles. Chief of Police Bruno Courrèges returns in Black Diamond, the third novel of this series by Martin Walker. Something is amiss with the truffles coming to market, and Bruno is at the center of a complicated investigation with the stakes heightened by local elections that could put Bruno out of a job. Walker does a great job with the police procedural plot, in presenting interesting characters that readers care about, and in describing a place with lively and descriptive prose. I could almost taste the truffles and feel that I was in France. Readers who like light novels with clear plots are those most likely to enjoy this book.
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Fatal Pursuit


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
8/12/16


				
Bugatti. The latest Bruno, Chief of Police, novel by Martin Walker is titled, Fatal Pursuit. Set as always in the Dordogne town of St. Denis, a new element in this novel involves a car rally event for the annual fête, including a Bugatti. The familiar cast of people and animals and food return with different exposition and development of each. For a relaxing excursion to rural France with comfortable characters, consider reading this novel and this series.
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The Children Return


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
5/21/15


				
Gratitude. Fans of the Bruno, Chief of Police, series by Martin Walker will be delighted by the seventh installment titled, The Children Return. Struggles of the past and present come home to Saint Denis in the Dordogne. An autistic boy named Sami has returned home to Saint Denis after being forced by Islamic extremists to become a terrorist bomb maker in Afghanistan. Jihadists arrive in Saint Denis to kill Sami who had escaped from them. Bruno needs to protect Sami and his family as well as the town. The kindness of farmers in Saint Denis during World War II wins the gratitude of a Jewish woman who was welcomed there as a child. Bruno and the town present her with a plan of how they would benefit from her philanthropy. As with the earlier novels in the series, Walker does a great job with character development, plot momentum, and bringing the location to a reader’s vivid awareness. The food can almost be tasted. Readers who like crime fiction as well as fans of the series are those most likely to enjoy this novel.
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The Crowded Grave


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
2/26/13


				
Feast. Successful character-driven crime fiction requires an appealing protagonist, and Martin Walker has created one in the Chief of Police of St. Denis in the Dordogne, Bruno Courrèges. The fourth novel in this series, The Crowded Grave, presents the central character and the setting in all its richness. The mystery is interesting, the food and drink appealing, and the cast of characters entertaining. This novel is a feast for those readers who like a good mystery, a well-described setting, and characters that are believable.
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The Dark Vineyard


				
Walker, Martin


				
***


				
11/15/10


				
Terroir. Martin Walker’s mystery novel, The Dark Vineyard, reprises municipal police officer Bruno Courrèges and the small town of Saint-Denis in the Dordogne region of southwest France. In this engaging and entertaining novel, Walker brings the area and characters to life in rich and vivid ways that are best enjoyed when accompanied by a glass or two of the local wine. There’s plenty of modernity in the quaint town: a research station is doing something with genetically modified crops, and a California winery has a proposal to bring jobs to the area. Bruno has to navigate local politics while he investigates arson and murder. Readers who like novels in which place and character dominate will find much to enjoy in this novel.
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The Devil’s Cave


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
2/20/14


				
Fraud. I set aside the fifth installment in Martin Walker’s Bruno Chief of Police series, The Devil’s Cave, the way one would let a fine wine age a bit before consuming it. Since the sixth installment was moving up in my queue, I could wait no longer, and zipped through this novel enjoying every page. The novel opens with a dead woman, marked with a Satanist symbol and accompanied by the accruements of a black mass. St. Denis’ police chief, Bruno Courrèges, is on the case, along with a familiar cast from earlier novels, and some fine additions. The plot moves quickly, and turns to real estate fraud. What happens to Bruno inside the cave may be the most dramatic plot action of all the novels so far. Fans will love this contribution to the series. Any reader who likes character based crime fiction will love this one. An added bonus can be found here with the beautiful descriptions of the Perigord and the consumption of lots of fine food.
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The Patriarch


				
Walker, Martin


				
****


				
5/26/16


				
Conflicts. Old and new conflicts take center stage in the Bruno, Chief of Police novel by Martin Walker titled, The Patriarch. Protagonist Bruno Courreges, is the police presence for the Dordogne town of Saint-Denis. As in the earlier novels of this series, the Dordogne is developed as well as any character, and food and drink are explored with great pleasure. The crime that gives the plot momentum for the eating and for helping readers feel as if we are in the Dordogne, is an interesting one, and Bruno gets just the help he needs to tie all the threads together.
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