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Unstoppable:
The Emerging T
LRI Nader, Ralph Unread Shelf of Ennui 2014. I
Alliance to
Dismantle the A LIR
Corporate State
Legacy. St uart Nadl er\Wis Mdne b
has four ingredients that combine to make a tasty
dish of fiction: love, money, race and identity. Set in
the mid-20t century, love happens in unexpected
Kk Kk places, money arrives in a large amount quickly,

Wise Men Nadler, Stuart 4/12/13 and things happen that lead to betrayal, a need for
forgiveness, and satisfactory resolution. The key
father-son relationship produces a legacy that has
consequences. Nadl er 6s
characters are well drawn, and the story
entertaining.

The End of

Power: From

Boardrooms to Naim, Moises Unread Shelf of Ennui 2015.

Battlefields and
Churches to
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States, Why
Being In Charge
| sndot It Wk
Used to Be

Between Father

and Son: Family Naipaul, V. S.

Letters

Magic Seeds Naipaul, V.S.

Mind Set! Naisbitt, John

The Thief Ml
Fuminori

*k*k

*k*%k

*k*%k

*k*k

June 05

Mar 07

10/25/13

ELTwEeN
FATHER aso SON

Paul Theroux and others have called Naipaul the
finestl i ving writer in the
chance to read some early letters and glimpse at his
relationship with his father, also a writer.

Identity. Character from earlier novel reprised to
join communist revolutionaries in India, become
arrested and jailed, and return to England, still
searching for who he is andhis place in the world.

Surprises. Interspersed among the pages of things
already known are one or more surprises for
readers that may have a profound impact. Read anc
be surprised by that discovery.

Pickpocket. | was intrigued by Fuminori

Na k a mur a 6Tée Thief.viernslated from
Japanese, the novel presents an image of
contemporary society from the perspective of a
pickpocket. | kept thinking about skill as | enjoyed
the ease with which the thief carries out his work.
When a crime goes awry, we are led to see the
conseqguences of an unexamined life. If your
preference in fiction tends toward the psychological
and thought-provoking, consider reading this
novel.

FUNINORI
NAKAKURA
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Why Not? How
to Use Everyday

IngEnnuity to Nalebuff, Barry Unread Shelf of Ennui 2004
Solve Problems

Big and Small

Fish in Exile Nao, Vi Khi Unread Shelf of Ennui 2017.
Home Boy NaqinIHusaln **%%* Read and not reviewed.

SYIVIA NASAR

¥ UL D

Grand Pursuit;

The Story of : | ventured a few dozen pages into this book and GRAND
Economic Nasar, Sylvia Unread stalled. Shelf of Ennui 2012. m;;’gsu r
Genius

Unpredictable.  Finely written biography, replete
Andrew . %%k with the many contradictions of character and
Carnegie Nasaw, David Feb 07 behavior that frustrated those with whom Carnegie

interacted. Lots to learn on these 800+ pages.

Ambition. It took me almost a year to read the
800 or so pages of Davi

The Patriarch: Joe Kennedy titled, The Patriarch: The Remarkable

The Remarkable

. Life and Turbulent Times of Joseph P. Kennedy. |
e Nasaw, David **k*%k% 11/19/13 spread out the reading not because this was slow
Turbulent ) .
s @ Josel read_lng, b_ut because | f_ound that the raw ambition

and imperious personality of Kennedy was best
P. Kennedy

served in small doses. Nasaw captures the politics,
business, family and character with a wide scope
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and a presentation of episodes and anecdotes that
kept my attention throughout. Any reader
interested in this era, this person, and this family,
will | ikely enjoy all the time spent in reading this
well-written biography.

pabs

Ahabds V Nasland, Sena k%% An epic homage to Melville. Could be agreat
The Star-Gazer Jeter American Novel.

Cogent. Obfuscation can often be the preferred
communication style of professionals involved in
foreign relations. Coded language conveys
messages to narrav targeted audiences, while most
listeners hear little that could be called cogent or
transparent. Contrary to that approach, Vali Nasr

DISPENSABLE

The Dispensable writes with candor and clarity in his book, The L
Nation: Sk k Dispensable Nation: American Foreign Policy in

American Nasr, Vali 5/10/13 Retreat. He also writes with a specific viewpoint: ; 4y
Foreign Policy supportive of Richard Holbrooke and Hilary VAL "
in Retreat Clinton, and angry at the shortcomings of the :

Obama White House. The first accounts of history
come from infor med insiders like Nasr, and this
contribution will be used by others who will assess
American foreign policy for years to come. Readers
interested in politics and world affairs are those
most likely to enjoy reading this finely written book.

SONY: The Nathan. John %% 2100 A fascinating and revealing inside story of Sony
Private Life — Corporation and the peo
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The 9/11
Commission
report : final
report of the
National
Commission on
Terrorist
Attacks upon
the United
States

National
Commission on
Terrorist Attacks

Gargoyles Nayes, Alan

The Unnatural Nayes, Alan

Eleanor and
Harry: The
Correspondence
of Eleanor
Roosevelt and

Harry S.
Truman

Neal, Steve

City of Tiny

Lights Neate, Patrick

*k*k

**

*k*%k

**

Unread

Aug 02

Aug 04

Apr 03

Read, but not reviewed.

Robin Cook-like fiction makes good parallel to
F u k uy aGnaPdsghuman Future, featuring
made-to-order creatures.

Creepy. Better medical thriller than latest Robin
Cook novels. An enjoyable, creepy story, perfect for
summer distraction.

New Friends. Fol | owi ng FDROSs

Truman and Eleanor Roosevelt needed each other,
and through their |l ette
commentary, we see how they used each other, got
to know each other, and eventually became friends.

Shelf of Ennui 2006

911

REFORT

ALAN NAYES
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Lessons From
the Top: The
Search for
America's Best
Business
Leaders

Neff, Thomas J.
and Citrin,
James M.

Neff, Thomas J.
and James M.
Citrin

You're in

Charge--Now
What?

Pl ease [
Just Do What |
Tell You: Do
What Needs to
be Done: Every
Employees
Guide to Making
Work More

Rewarding

Nelson, Bob

The Boy in the
Box

Nelson, Lee J.

The Argonauts  Nelson, Maggie

*k*%k

*k%k

*kk*k

Apr 05

Apr 03

11/22/16

Read 56 pages of general, high level themes about
fifty executives and their companies.

Structure. Headhunters present 8 point plan for
leaders in new roles, based on interviews with
executives. Can be distilled to: listen, learn,
underpromise, overdeliver.

Premise is that managers and employees live in
different worlds and are unlikely to communicate.
Beware that people might actually do some of the
things in this book.

Welcome Back Kafka.  Schemes and schemers,
alienation and strangeness, in a New York City

apartment, told with all the charm that Franz Kafka
woul d have used. Read i

Voice. The voice of Maggie Nelson is not one that |
f eel t hadbeforedfnora otherawriters. In her
book titled, The Argonauts, she takes a critical look
at marriage, gender and child-rearing, while
reflecting on these and others issues ashey have
played out in her own life. This blend of memaoir
and criticism, combined with her writing skill and
thoughtfulness, offer readers a unique voice and
insight into issues and a personality that may be
di fferent from oneds ow
spent reading this short book led me to think about
issues and people in new ways.

YOU'RE
IN CHARGE

NOW
WHAT?

Do Wt Mesd % ba Bess

BOS_NELSON
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So Many Books,

So Little Time:

A Year of Nelson, Sara

Passionate

Reading

The Tao of Nelson, Willie

Willie and Turk Pippin

Blood on Snow Nesbo, Jo

Cockroaches Nesbo, Jo

**

*k*k

*k*%k

*kkk

Jan 04

July 06

11/22/16

4/7/14

Hyperlinking.  Busy New Yorker chronicles her
year and the many directions her reading led her
toward or away from what she planned.

Conduct. Thanks to longtime friend Turk P ippin,
Willie Nelsonds wisdom
pages of this book, full of jokes and the lessons of
life and work.

Cold. Fans of Jo Nesbobs c
protagonist Harry Hole in the stand alone novella
titled, Blood on Snow, but t hose wh
depth of character development will love the
narrator, assassin Olav Johansen. Olav works for
crime boss Daniel Hoffman, a cold and ruthless
character. After finishing one assignment, Olav is
placed inpersonalje opar dy by ¢t he
assigned by Hoffman. Nesbo handles the tension
expertly, and many readers who like crime fiction
will enjoy this short novel.

Sober. | 6ve been surprised
reading the Harry Hole series by Jo Nesbo out of
sequence. | know and enjoy this character well from
Nesbods recent neanierhoselsa
are being released in E
finding even more pleasure in exploring the world
with a younger Harry Hole. In Cockroaches Harry
Is sent to Thailand to assist in solving a case
involving the Norwegian ambassador. True to form,
Harry drinks to excess on the flight from Norway.

In a surprise move, he remains sober while
investigating the case, and is constantly tempted by
drink and drugs. If Bangkok d i dnét al r e
Nesbo would have had to make it up, since Harry is
made for a seedy place just like it. Readers who like

"2 PAs
of TILLD

&

Witsie Nersox
Y e I!ulu»;l‘u 1
[FRRSES |
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Midnight Sun

Nemesis

Nesbo, Jo

Nesbo, Jo

*kk*k

*kk*k

3/7/16

8/18/09

this series and crime fiction overall are those most
likely to enjoy this novel.

Hideaway. | was delightfully surprised by Jo
Nesbods n ddmeghtSani. ltekpected a
crime novel with a high gristle component, and was
curious to find a love story and reflection about the
problem of God. A good hearted criminal named
both Jon and Ulf stole money from his crime boss
in Oslo for a good purp
fled to rural upper Norway where he finds a
hideaway in a small village steeped in Sami culture
and in the Laestadian religion. The pursuit to
recover the crime bossb®o
resolution was both surprising and pleasurable.
Nesbodbs range increased
finished this novel, and | am looking forward to
seeing an eve wider range in his next works.
Revenge. Jo Nesbo maintains suspense to the last
page of his novel,Nemesis. Protagonist Harry Hole
is a police investigator with a bundle of personal
challenges that provide some distraction from the
essence of his talent and expertise. The multiple
pl ot | ines require a re
Hol ebs personal relatio
adds to the suspense. Just when | thought | had
things figured out, | was proved wrong. Readers
wonder along with Hole whether or not murders
and robberies are connected, and the identity of
Hol ebs nemesis takes a
sidekick Beate Lonn provides great talent of her
own that complements, and often covers for Hole.
Fans of mysteries and crime novels will find a lot of
reading pleasure on the pages ofNemesis.
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Phantom

Police

The Bat

Nesbo, Jo

Nesbo, Jo

Nesbo, Jo

*k*

Unread

*kk*k

10/10/12

8/6/13

Identity. Check the five day weather forecast
before you start readin
Phantom. Thereds enough g
novel to spoil the sunn
the experience of reading this on a gloomy or
cloudy day. Protagonist Harry Hole is one of the
most complex characters in modern fiction. He has
the moral core of the policeman he has been, and
the erratic behavior of the alcoholic he has also
been. The exremes of love and hate are never e S
distant from the daily life of Harry Hole. While each
novel in this novel sta
readers who have follow
|l ife. |1 wondt even both
here becuse the reason to pick up this novel is to
enter into a complex life and watch the tension
between good and evil play out, no matter what else
is going on. Fans of crime fiction are those most
likely to enjoy this novel and this series, provided
one has ahigh tolerance for gloom.

Shelf of Ennui 2014.

Holy. Those readers who love characterdriven
crime fiction can be voracious in wanting to
consume every word written about a favorite
protagonist. To satisfy this demand, we can finally -
read Jo Nesboods f i fThe Bat Heh NESBO

-

in Australia, the younger Harry behaves just like THUE RAT
the older one: impulsively, doggedly, intoxicated
and creatively. In Sydney, Harry is introduced as —-ﬁ

AHoly, 0 so that may be
pronounced, although Nesbo, whose name is
pronounced AYo, 0 has be
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The Devi

The Leopard

Nesbo, Jo

Nesbo, Jo

*k*
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8/21/12

1/18/12

call ed fAJoeo dspeakinparengers.FAH
Harry Hole fans will love this first installme nt to
help round out the story of this great detective
character. New readers can start here or elsewhere
and find a well-told story and a complicated and
compelling protagonist.

Motive. Th e De v ibyJoNesbd pravides
readers who love mystery thrillers with two key
elements: a complex plot and a complex welt
devel oped protagoni st.
alcoholism and nonconformity has put him at the
brink of dismissal from the force. A serial murderer
provides a reprieve for Harry, who never stops
thinking. The multiple connections Hole makes,
and the ways in which he never lets go of the case,
provide great plot momentum. In this novel, Hole
becomes fixed on the element of motive. | was
captivated by the plot throughout the novel, and
read this book quickly and with pleasure, despite
spending time in the depths of evil that Nesbo
plumbs through his villains.

Inhumanity. Readers who can tolerate massive
amounts of violence and inhumane acts described

in detail can op €&heledpard, N
and settle right inthel t

earlier novels in the Harry Hole series to
understand why this protagonist has hit his nadir
and is living a life of darkness in Hong Kong.
Coerced home to Norway to solve yet another serial
murder case, Hole who has subjected himself to
great pain, faces even greater physical pain during
this case. The plot is complicated, and it can be
painful to an empathetic reader to watch the
damaged Hole suffer. Harry Hole is a great
character, and Nesboobs
in the original Norwegian), and readers willing to
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spend time exploring the nature of evil will find this
book engaging.

Mellow. Harry Hole is the kind of fictional
character that | enjoy more thoroughly with each
new install ment. Jo Nes
this complex detective is titled The Redeener. For
me, Harry came across as more mellow in this
novel that he did in earlier ones. In some ways, that
increased my interest in the character. The major

appeal for Nesbods nove
character development: the thrilling plots provide
great entertainment. Th

interest from beginning to end, and | read this
novel swiftly. Readers who like well-written
detective fiction should consider reading this one.
Chilling. Jo Nesbobds dédheect i\
Snowman, kept me on edge and engaged from
beginning to end. Detective Harry Hole struggles
with alcohol, relationships and a serial killer,
always thinking and putting the piece s together.
Multiple suspects provide the requisite twists and
turns to the plot, and give Nesbo the opportunity to
allow Hole to relax briefly and then forge ahead
rapidly. It was hot weather when | read this novel,
and the chill of the story provided wel come
refreshment. Fans of detective novels are most
likely to enjoy this finely written one.

Intensity. | tend to defer my reading of
Scandinavian crime fiction until winter. The
atmosphere from the page to the mind seems best
traveled on a cold cloudy day. Over the course of a
few winter days, | had the pleasure of reading Jo
Ne s b o 6 sThenSwiv Ene tjtle refers to the
protagonist, Sonny Lofthus, one of the most
complex and interesting characters Nesho has
created. | found pleasure in reading these 400
intense pages in which Sonny leaves prison and
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dope addiction behind as he uses all his skills to
avenge what happened to his deceased father.
Crime fiction fans will find great plot, interesting
characters, and even a love story. You may even
enjoy reading it in Spring.

Driven . | braced myself when | saw that the
Hogarth Shakespeare assignment for the Scottish
play wentto JoNesbg. Usual | vy, I«
contemporary staging of Shakespeare inoffbeat
ways, but this Hogarth series has been terrific.
Nesbgb Blacbeth provided the perfect blend:
Shakespeareds core stor
story setduringthe 1970 6 s dr ug war s
takes drugs and is the head of a police SWAT team.
His ambitious wife runs a casino and is called,
ALady. o All the el ement
crime and greed are present, and fans of Nesl and
Shakespeare alike should be pleaed by this novel.
Lids. Readers who like the darkness of
Scandinavian crime fiction are those most likely to
enjoy another Inspector Van Veeteren mystery from
Hakan Nesser titled, Mu n s t e r .0Mhen§oa s e
take the |1 d off a norm
underneath, you may be surprised by what you

find. The novel opens with a murder, and the puzzle

gives mystery readers an entertaining outing. Fans msm.

g
W NESSER

of the series may be disappointed that Van Veeterel “
remains in the background. | found that the case

kept be interested, and the subplot allowing more
development of Munster was an added bonus. If

you like crime fiction, give this one a try.

Vacation. Mystery readers looking for an
entertaining novel that
likely to enjoy The Inspector and Silenceby the
Swedish writer Hakan Nesser. Chief Inspector Van
Veeteren has schedul ed
time, and agrees to take on an outof-town case to
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kill some time until he can get away. A young girl
has been murdered near a holiday camp, and Van
Veeteren faces the silence of cult members in whos:
program the girl was participating until her death.
Fans of characterdriven mysteries are those most
likely to enjoy this book.

Destiny. | came very close to putting down Lydia
Net zer 06 s rHowte Tell Toledb froendhe
Night Sky. On one level, this is a quirky love story
about fate. On aaverdfamilgsaga
packed with dysfunction. Once | reconciled myself
to the unevenness of the prose and my reactions to
what | was reading, | let Netzer take control, and
take me where she wanted. Once | surrendered, the
book seemed to improve, and by the end, | found it
enjoyable, even funny. Readers who enjoy eclectic
writing are those most likely to enjoy reading this
unusual novel.

Spectrum. What | | i ke most &
debut novel, Shine Shine Shing is the complexity
and fullness of her characters. Netzer introduces us
to individuals who are at once very much the same
as we are, and also very different. Theplot required
me to suspend my disbelief to a very great extent,
and 1 6m glad | stayed w
Central characters Sunny and Maxon are deeply in
love and are drawn into a forced separation as
Maxon is in a rocket on the way to the moon. His
place on the autism spectrum added even more to
the complexity of his character. While Sunny
struggles with so many issues common to women in
her situation, she is presented as unique and
complex. Readers willing to explore a debut novel,
especially those who like a good story with complex
characters, are those most likely to enjoy reading
this novel.

“LyDIA NETZER
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Continuity.  Former Lutheran minister and

current NYC Catholic priest explains current issues
in that Church in the context of fidelity, authority
and continuity. Explains why, d espite scandals and
disagreements, many people still define themselves
as Catholic.

Community. Debut novel with taut writing
developed from prior short stories and just the right
amount of description of finding new life in a small

t own. Pl easurabl e readi
intelligence.

Shelf of Ennui 2009

Read, but not reviewed.

Loyalty . Many readers of the tell-all book by
former Trump apprentice and White House staffer
Omarosa Manigault Newman titled, Unhinged: An
Insider's Account of the Trump White House , will
find support on these pages for positions already
held. Supporters of the President will find a story of
vengeance by a disgruntled fired employee. Tump
opponents will find lots of gossipy tidbits about the
chaos in the President himself and in White House
operations. | found myself reflecting about loyalty
and what it takes to gain it and how it can be lost.
Omarosabds many year sasaf
response to the ways in which he aided her career.
Once scorned, her loyalty died, and her story is now

UNHINGED

OMAROSA
]
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placed in a context under her control and in her
version, her dignity and character remain intact.
Worth the Hustle. Entertaining and informative o
story of how a business was formed, grew and n‘_{r?i-g@
thrives, despite following paths not recommended “5“}
by the experts consulted. Includes moving stories of ‘éix';,Il;I;;'s"
helping children in need with the profits from the Exploitation
business.
Middle. Readers of political biography usually
want two elements to dominate: a vivid portrait of
the individual that makes him or her come alive,
and a description of the context or world situation
in which the subject en
biography, Eisenhower: The White House Years
masters both elements. For readers like me who
Eisenhower: ek Fok think of the 1950s as a boring and stable decade,
The White Newton, Jim 11/22/11 and who recall ke as a grandfatherly golfer who led
House Years his Administration with a light touch, this book
debunks such myths. This was a very complex time
and Ike was fully engaged on the issues and
challenges we facedHe pursued a middle path that
seems quaint in the con
political environment. Readers who enjoy good
writing and lively political biography are those most
likely to enjoy this book.
Mothers . Things are not as they appear in the
planned community of Shaker Heights, Ohio, and
when secrets are revealed the consequences are
dramatic. Celese Ng homes in on the theme of ey
motherhood in her novel titled, Little Fires Littags
Little Fires N %%k Everywhere. A variety of birth and adoptive
g, Celeste 11/6/17 2 e X
Everywhere mothers are faced with difficult choices. The
children of those mothers are the beneficiaries or e
the victims of those choices. Differences in class are
dramatic, but dis aster knows nothing about class.
There are many little fires simmering or blazing in
the houses of Shaker Heights, and thanks to Ng,

Shameless Newman, Paul

Exploitation in ’ * Xk
. and A. E.

Pursuit of the T

Common Good

Jan 04

Fires

Everywhere
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readers are drawn into these lives to become
singed.

Displaced . The finely written prose in Viet Thanh
Nguyends short stiheBefugees
demands that readers focus close attention on the
human beings in these stories, peopge who are just
like us. In a time period during which many people
have conflated illegal immigrants with refugees, it
can be helpful for anyone to explore the lives of
people who were welcomed into the United States
from the devastating experiences that disrupted
their lives in Vietham during the war. These stories
explore displacement from many different
perspectives, especially the struggle of coming to
terms with the life left behind and the struggle to
adjust to a new place that is not yet home.

Identity. After reading Viet
titted, The Sympathizer, | understand why it won
the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. This novel is like
a piece of music in which each part contributes a
unigue element to the whole, and the result is a
complexity and harmony that should resonate for
most readers. This is a presentation of the Vietnam
War from the point of view of a Vietnamese
American in which all parties are held accountable.
Nguyen presents love and betrayal alongside tre
defining elements of identity that provides the core
theme for the novel. The pleasure of reading a
digital version of this work is that | was able to
search and discover that Nguyen uses the phrase
Acrapul ent majoro seven
ileut enant o twenty three
became an example for me of the comparison to
music: the phrases provided an expected and
harmonious rhythm that | came to anticipate as the
novel progressed.
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Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Entwined. Audrey Niffenegger gives readers over
400 pages of finely written prose in her novel, Her
Fearful Symmetry. | found myself mesmerized by
this odd story of two generations of twins whose
lives and relationships are entwined. A supporting
cast of characters provide plot movement and
opportunity for Niffenegger to display her skill in
character development. Readers with low tolerance
for the paranormal will be overwhelmed by how
much of the novel is outside the world we can see
and feel. Readers willing to suspend disbelief and
allow the novel to proceed will be rewarded by the
behavior of character that disclose fundamentals
about the ways we relate to one another. | suggest
any reader sample some pages before committing
to this unusual novel.

Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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Apr 02

Flyover . From 36,000 feet above land, lowa looks
like most of what many readers think of as flyover
country: the calm and indistinguishable flat middle
of the United States. The tornado on the cover of
Thi sbe Ni ssen@uslLadyofvhe | t
Prairie, promises more of the topsy-turvy reality
that a flyover obscures. Just about all aspects of
protagonist Phillipa Maakestado s | i f e a|
and when an actual tornado arrives for her
daughterés wedding, it
Ni ssends prose can mean
impatience of plot focused readers, but for those
who enjoy the messy way life plays out for flawed
characters, this novel will be a treat.

Grounding. Award-winning journalist Timothy
Noah has reworked some insightful articles he
wrote for Slate into a book titled, The Great
Divergence: America's Growing Inequality Crisis
and What We Can Do about It. The bulk of the book
presents evidence for the first part of the subtitle.
Any reader who thinks that income inequality is no
big deal may be persuaded otherwise by the facts
Noah presents. His prescriptions for change are
covered in a single chapter, and represent a
partisan political viewpoint that may lead some
readers to cheer and others to st listening. Any
reader interest in current political and economic
affairs should consider reading this book to acquire
grounding in the facts of how we have arrived in the
current state of wealth distribution.

Noonands view of Presid
happy, unpretentious, simple, well-grounded man
whose character was formed by hardship, and
whose goodness and kindness were felt by many.
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Personal. ' f thereds only on
year, make it this one. Noor describes her
relationship with King Hussein, family life, and
politics with an articulate voice h elping you learn
more than you may expect about the Middle East
and about personal, loving relationships.

Shelf of Ennui 2014.

Library . Crime fiction fans are those readers most
l' i kely to enjoy Howa Mg
Darling Detective . Protagonist Jacob Rigolet was
born in the Halifax Public Library whe re his mother
was head | ibrarian. Jac
in the title, and a noir drift involves uncovering the
truth about Jacobds f at
moves along at a perfectly paced clip, all the
characters are interesting, and any novel in which a
library plays a major role is always worth
investigating.

Shelf of Ennui 2009

Shelf of Ennui 2016.
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%mised North, Oliver Jan 03 to find them. Acronyms, slow-moviqg pIot., weak B0 U=
dialogue: all here for your reading distraction. MISSIGN
COMPROMISED
Duneen . Not many mystery novels make me
laugh, but the debut novel by Graham Norton
titled, Holding , presented a sense of humor that
aligned well with my own. | had low expectations
for a novel written by
The Graham Norton Show, and his writing w as
better than | expected. Set in the small Irish town of
Duneen where everyone knows everybody and theit
: % %Kk business, human bones are discovered on a
Holding. Norton, Graham 11/21/17 building site. Protagonist Garda sergeant P.J.
Collins finds himself at the center of the mystery, Craham
despite the case being led by a big city detective. it
Collins is overweight and endearing. Secrets that
have been kept for decades are held no more.
Kindness and decency abide throughout Duneen,
and spending time in this small town brought me
great reading pleasure,and many smiles along the
way.
Absolute
Monarchs: A Norwich, John Unread Other titles pushed this one to the back of the line.
History of the Julian Shelf of Ennui 2012.
Papacy
Eour Princes: Tran_sformation . As a casual reaqler of history, |
Henr—vm' gravitate toward books that synthe_S|ze and lean -
—L’_Francis I _ away from those that present detailed _ PRINCES
Charles v/ NorW|c|h, John %% k% 6/9/17 spemahzgtlon.hl was ce:cptlvatedt by John Julius %‘* 9
Suleiman the Julius ~ Norwichos 0 ¢ utscentury titled) e s W
Mannifieont o Four Princes: Henry VI, Francis |, Charles V, jorx juLIus

Maagnificent and NORWICH

the Obsessions

Suleiman the Magnificent and the Obsessions that
Forged Modern Europe. | enjoy the ways in which
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that Forged
Modern Europe

The Book of Nothomb,
Proper Names Amelie
The Informer Nova, Craig
The Education

of an Accidental Novak, David

CEO

The universal
hunger for
liberty : why the
clash of
civilizations is
not inevitable

Novak, Michael

Noxon,

Plus One Christopher

**

Unread

*k*k

Unread

*kkk

Dec 05

May 08

7/9/15

this talented historian connected these four rulers
and explained with clarity how they led a dramatic
transformation on the continent. | knew many
things about each of these rulers before reading this
book, but Norwic h connected them in my brain and
helped me understand what was happening in
different parts of Europe at the same time.

Disorder. Protagonist overcomes tragic infancy,
blooms in idyllic childhood, then withers in ballet
school as the path to artistic perfection becomes
consuming.

Shelf of Ennui 2010

Likeable. Light and pleasant wisdom from a CEO
who doesndt take hi msel

very comfortable with being who he is, and proud to
share what heds | earned

Shelf of Ennui 2005

Hollywood. | enjoyed reading a witty debut novel
by Christopher Noxon titled Plus One. Set in
Hollywood, Noxon draws readers into a marriage
with kids, and all the dynamics that can bring,
kicked up several notches. Figgy has become a
successful TV writer, so her husband, Alex, takes
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Mﬁavelln Nugent, Liz
Oliver

The Art of Aging NuIand,BSherwm
Ascent of the A-

Word: Nunberg,
Assholism, the Geoffrey

First Sixty Years

*kk*k

Unread

Unread

9/18/17

care of the home and the kids, except when he
doesndt. Any r e a dtleered valpet
and noted the invisibil
get the Alex character. Every female reader will get
the Figgy character. Readers looking for a light and
witty novel that still captures real marital
relationships should consider reading this book.
Evil . The debut novel by Liz Nugent titled,
Unraveling Oliver , presents multiple narrators
helping us understand protagonist Oliver Ryan, and
what led him to do what he did. From each narrator
we learn a point of view about Oliver, and receive a
building block relating to understanding this
person. We learn about him being unwanted as a
child, feeling envy, and mastering the arts of
deception and manipulation. The psychological
profile that Nugent assembles comes to define her
view on the nature of evil. The structure and prose
are finely developed in
debut novel.

Shelf of Ennui 2007

| am surprised thatlreadasfar as page
only so much assholism that this reader can take.
Shelf of Ennui 2013.

ASCENT
A-WORD

GEOFFREY
NUNBERG
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: . Nunberg, * %k
Talking Right Geoffrey
The Friend Nunez, Sigrid *kk*%k
Chance Nunn, Kem Unread
Tijuana Straits Nunn, Kem Unread

Not For Profit:

Why Democracy  Nussbaum,
Needs the Martha C.
Humanities

Unread

Apr 07

3/20/18

Words. Linguist diagnoses how Democrats and

liberals have lost to Republicans and conservatives
the battle of words and phrases that resonate with RSO
voters. He offers a prescription to cure this. All

readers who care about politics will enjoy this book. o

Comfort . Dog lovers will be delighted to read
Sigrid Nun e zIhe Friend. @He narratdr
remains unnamed, but the Great Dane that enters
her life unexpectedly has a name that suits him
perfectly: Apollo. Apollo was the dog of the
narratoro6s mentor, a fe
friend. None of the three wives of the late writer
wanted to live with Apo llo whose confusion at the
aut hordés disappearance
The narrator deals with her grief by taking Apollo
into her small apartment where dogs are not
allowed. They provide comfort to each other and
comedy for many who see this unlikely couple
together.

Shelf of Ennui 2015. E&ANM
Rl

Shelf of Ennui 2004

NOT FOR

Shelf of Ennui 2011
PROFIT
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Aging
Thoughtfully:
Conversations
about
Retirement
Romance
Wrinkles, and

Reqgret

Presidential
Leadership and
the Creation of
the American
Era

Nussbaum,
Martha C. and
Saul Levmore

Nye, Jr., Joseph
S.

The Power Nye, Jr., Joseph
Game S.

Blue at the

: O6 Bri an
Mizzen

21: The Final
Unfinished
Voyage of Jack

Aubrey

O6Bri an,

A Book of

O6Bri an,
Voyages

Unread

Unread

Unread
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Unread

Feb 05

AGING
THOUGHTFULLY

Shelf of Ennui 2018.

......

PHESLENTIAL
FEALRESHIE axo
e CREATION

Shelf of Ennui 2013.

T
AMERICAN
ERA £

Shelf of Ennui 2005

As long as he keeps writing the AubreyMaturin
novels, weoll keep read

Fragment. Handwritten manuscript with some
typed edits by the author placed in printed version.
Unsatisfying because incomplete, and appeals only
to O6Brian addicts.

Fa .0@
VOYAGES

PATRICK
Q'BRIAN

il

Shelf of Ennui 2013.
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The Hundred
Days
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O6Bri an,

The Yellow
Admiral

O6Bri an **%*%*

The Light of

Evenin O6Brien X%

The Little Red
Chairs

O6Brien *kkk*k

7/99

May 07

6/3/16

Recommended. This is the latest in the Jack
Aubrey-Stephen Maturin series of historical fiction
set in the British navy during the Napoleonic era.

Whenwereadt hat OO0Bri an diec
had to pick up one of the Aubrey-Maturin novels we
hadnoét yet read. A pl e

Contrasts. Lyrical writing with multiple narrators
and letters presents the complicated relationship
between a mother and daughter, the losses and
loves of their lives, and the loneliness that comes
from estrangement.

Home. Edna O6Brien is up t
her novel titled, The Little Red Chairs. Set in the
small Irish town of Cloonoila, protagonist Fidelma
McBrideds | ife becomes
a stranger, Dr. Vladimir Drag an. Dragan turns out
to be a person quite different from the one he
appears to be. Out of F
trauma. From Draganods v
From her pain comes a search for redemption.
O6Brienbs prose is |lyri
complex and fully developed. Her insight into
human nature is complete and unfaltering in both
darkness and |light. Fid
break your heart. This novel is great writing from a
great writer.

&" THE #m

E&UTTLE

- RED ‘

5 HAIRS

B»

E!EDNA
BRIEN'ﬂ
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Blood Runs
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Saints

A Prayer
Journal

Dangerous
Admissions
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O6Conni
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O6Connor
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Unread

Dec 02

Jan 02
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Shelf of Ennui 2015.

Now, and Then. Rich portraits of a dozen
characters who gather in Minnesota for their 30 th
college reunion, and how events from 1969 formed
their characters. Realistic dialogue and poignant
revelation of real people.

Debut collection of stories placing Catholic saints in
modern settings with Catholic women longing for
something.

Longing. Even casual readers of Flannery

O6 Connor &ach bniqaidkly tbahher
Catholic faith was never far away from her writing.
Any reader can now see
longing for God, as expressed in her recently
published work titled, A Prayer Journal. Inside
both in typed form and manuscript are the prayers
of O6Connor from 1947 a
student at the | owa Wri
like | was invading her privacy by reading this
journal, | found her prayers full of the same
liveliness as her fiction. Any reader interested in
either O6Connor or pray
like in this short book.

Shelf of Ennui 2008

july;

- July

i O Brien
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Unread
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Shelf of Ennui 2004

Dry, distant and unemotional memoir that
resembles turning pages in a photo album and
hearing a few sentences about each picture by an
observer. Does reveal formation of characte and
presents an unusual place and time.

Pedagogicc. O6 Connor shares hi
but reveals little about the inner workings of the
court, and tells nothing that would reveal her
approach to issues coming before the court.

Read, but not reviewed.

Transformations. Quirky biography of May
Duigan, who changed her lifestyle frequently in a
life of adventure and crime, all the time adapting
and surviving.

Shelf of Ennui 2006
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This Must Be ~ . THE PLACE
T P — O6Farrel Unread Shelf of Ennui 2017. @
MA 1E

O’FARRELL

Be Near Me OboHaga *k*%k Read andnot reviewed.
Andrew
The OoHaga Unread Shelf of Ennui 2015.
[lluminations Andrew
Personalities . | am drawn toward finely written

stories that bring out elements of interesting
personalities and complex characters, whether in
fiction or non -fiction. Three long form essays by
Andrew OO6Hagan have bee
titled, The Secret Life One essay describes
ObHaganodés relationship
assignment to ghostwrite Assangeds ¢

The Secret Life O6Haga %%k%%k 5/3/18 AS expected, Assange is a fascinating and complex
Andrew ==~ character, and OO0Hagan

delight. A second essay explores identity theft and

ObHagan success in cons

identity. The third essays involve bitcoin and the
identity of its mysterious creator, Satoshi
Nakamoto. OO Hagan descri bec
develops with Craig Wright, an Australian who
claims he is Satoshi. Fans of good writing are those
most likely to enjoy reading these essays.
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Trawler: A
Journey
Through the
North Atlantic

No Place to
Hide: Behind
the Scenes of
Our Emerging
Surveillance
Society

Crooked
Numbers

Nasty Cutter

O6Hanl «
Redmond Unread

O6bHarr o
Robert Unread
O6 Mar a, xkk*k
O6 Mar a, Unread

1/21/14

Shelf of Ennui 2005

Shelf of Ennui 2005

Intentions.  The second crime novel by Tim
O6Mara to feature Raymo
Crooked Numbers, and | liked this one even more
than his debut novel, Sacrifice Fly. | enjoyed the
sharp dialogue in this novel, which always seemed
to me to capture the way charackers such as the
ones in this novel would really speak. Donne works
as a dean at a middle school. One of his former
students was murdered,
asks him to try to get the police to take more action
to solve the case, he intends to nudgehis former
NYPD colleagues, but not interfere. For most of the
novel, Donne interferes, despite his best intentions.
All the characters are well developed in this novel,
and the many ways in which Donne interacts with
kids, parents, criminals and the poli ce provided me
with hours of entertainment. The pacing of this
novel was faster than the earlier book. Any reader
who likes well-written character -based crime fiction
should consider reading this one.

Shelf of Ennui 2018.
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Sacrifice Fly

City of Secrets

O6 Mar a,

O6 Nan,

*k%k

R

10/8/13

7/15/16

Redemption. The very sl ow pa
debut novel, Sacrifice Fly, tested my patience.
O6Mara introduces prota
this novel which is intended as the first in a series
featuring a New York City schoolteacher. One of

R a y 6 dents, Frankie Rivas, a great baseball
player, has gone missing. Slowly, the search for
Frankie proceeds at the same pace as the most
boring baseball game yo
O6bMarabds dialogue 1 s te
was enough to oveccome my impatience as |
endured to the satisfying end of the novel that
became a story of redemption. Patient readers
willing to take a risk on a debut novel, as well as
those who like to get in on the start of a series, are
those most likely to enjoy this novel.

Brand. St ewart O6 Nan accomj
the 200 pages of his novel,City of Secrets than
most writers can ever achieve. Set in Jerusalem jusi
after World War I, the novel deeply develops one
character, Brand, with so much skill that readers
could feel comfortable with stating they understand
Brand completely. Brand is a camp survivor now
drivingat axi . Hebs a member
the creation of the state of Israel. Brand is displaced
in SO many respects, and the past seems to be
always present with him no matter where he is or
what he is doing. OO6Nan
side by side,and explores past and present moral
choices that offer hope and love. The tension in the
novel never |l ets up, an
reaching consequences.

(W
STEWART
0O'NAN
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Missing

Feb 08

1/27/09

| stalled out after 40 pages. Shelf of Ennui 2012.

Working. Finely written novel about the closing of
a Red Lobster restaurant with insights into working
and managing. Protagonist Manny DelLeon is a
manager that any company would want to hire.

Disappeared. St ewar t OO0 N aeah Sosgs
for the Missing, expl ores a f ami
disappearance of a daughter and sister. On her way
to work during the summer after her senior year of
high school, Kim Larsen disappears. The lives of
her parents, Ed and Fran, and 15year old sister,
Lindsay, become consumed with looking for Kim.

Each family member deal
di sappearance in a diff
closest friends. Wmahis O

novel is the way in which he allows the missing and
the uncertainty to remain constantly present. Days,
weeks, months and years go by with the constant
presence of the missing Kim. All of what is
unknown dominates: is she dead or alive; was she
abducted or did she run away; will this horror ever
end? A reader can feel each character become nur
in one form or another as their agony of their
reality sets in over ti
writing, that numbness is observed, not felt by a
reader.

STEMART 07 MAAM
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The Circus Fire

The Good Wife

The Night
Country: A
Novel

The Odds: A
Love Story

West of Sunset

Wish You Were
Here
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O6 Na

OO0 Na
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Aug 05

5/18/12

Jun 02

Detailed and gruesome story of the Hartford Circus
fire. More than we wanted to know.

Faithful. Finely written lyrical novel reveals the
ordinary life of Patty Dickerson who remains
faithful to her husband, Tommy, during his 28 year
incarceration while she raises their son, doing what
we all do: the best we can in the circumstances.

Shelf of Ennui 2004

Gamble. St ewar t O 6 NleerDdds: Anhave

Story, pulls the reader into a marriage under great
stress. Art and Marion Fowler have been married
thirty years. Both are now unemployed and their
Cleveland home is in foreclosure. They decide to
gamble on a last ditch way to try to get out from
under their financial woes: wager their remaining
cashatNiagae a Fal |l s casinos.
efficiently, in | ess th
long to find this odd couple endearing. | closed the
book having been entertained and satisfied by
O6Nands fine st-wmrtgntprede.l i

Shelf of Ennui 2016.

Join a sad extended family on their last seven days
at the newly sold family vacation home on
Chautauqua Lake.

Wish You
Were Here

=
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A Paper Life

Weapons of
Math

Destruction:
How Big Data
Increases
Inequality and

Threatens
Democracy

Good Trouble

OO0 Ne al

OO Nei

Unread
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10/4/16

9/5/18

Shelf of Ennui 2005

Outrage. Readers interested in public policy,
especially those who love quantitative analysis, are
those most to enjoy rea
titled, Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data
Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy.

O6Neil presents many ex

algorithms are being used and often misused in NS/
many parts of society. Writing in a conversational e
style, she keeps her outrage at some practices on a A
steady simmer throughout the book. Her plea is | TR
that we need fairness and accountability in the " TAN

application of mathematical models. She explores
the use of models by schools, courts, credit
providers, employers and others. If your mind is
opentothe possibilit y t hat as-paste
analysis or the application of big data might be
detrimental, be sure to read this book.
Vulnerability . Great writers tell us things about
ourselves and the world in which we live that seem
obvious only after the telling. In the eleven stories
of the collection IkygodJo
Trouble, t heredés great 1insi
condition and our struggles. | loved the story in

which one character was unable to get anyone to -
give him a reference so he could rent in a New York e
City co-op. Nothing could better describe this St

aspect of being solitary
explores contemporary loneliness and isolation and
holds a mirror and a magnifying glass for us to
examine modern life and our many individual
insecurities and vulnerabilities.
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The Dog

Till Death Us Do
Part

WTFE?: What's
the Future and
Why It's Up to
Us

Pinheads and
Patriots: Where
You Stand in the
Age of Obama

OO Nei

O6 Nei |

O6 Rei
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Unread

Unread
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Adrit. 1 surrendered myself
finely -crafted witty prose in his novel titled, The
Dog. The unnamed narrator is adrift in
contemporary life and alert to his predicament.
Hebés |living in Dubai, w
handling busi nes sformacfadsa i
relations and the unspoken reactions employees
have to the demands of unreasonable bosses were
among the finest parts of the novel. Readers who
are comfortable with meandering, being as adrift as
the narrator, while enjoying finely written prose are
those most likely to savor this novel.

Shelf of Ennui 2007

Shelf of Ennui 2018.

Boring. | 6ve wondered what
appealing and why he has become popular. After
reading his book, Pinheads and Patriots, I 6 m

beginning to understand. He judges and divides
every person and issue in ways that can entertain
and come across so definitively that any middle
ground or gray area evaporates. One is either a
pinhead or a patriot. That seems to play well to our
divided society, especially along political lines.
While behaving as a bombastic bully, he pretends tc
reflect the perspective of real Americans in a fair
and balanced way. For those who agree with him,
O O etly is an articulate spokesperson for their
opinions. For those who disagree with him, he can

The
Dog

Toe Dram Us

BILL
O'REITLY

PINHEADS
PATRIOTS
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Killing
Kennedy: The
End of Camelot

O6Rei |l ly
Martin Dugard

*k*k

12/18/12

raise oneds bl ood press
fans of his show may not find much new on these
pages; curious readers will find some insight into
the author and his views, and those who disagree
with him will probably not pick up this book.
Overall, | found the book boring; without hearing
the authoroés voice, the
page, reminding me that
showman who demands to be heard. When one can
read his words sl owly,
about, and his authority comes not from insight or
perspective, but from having a soapbox in prime
time.

Selective. Ther eds one thing f
about Bill OO6Reilly: he
confidence and certainty, no matter what. In his
book Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot, writte n
with Martin Dugard, OG&Ww
to the assassination of John Kennedy. He selects
highlights from the Kennedy presidency and the
political environment, injects the swagger of his
confidence and certainty and keeps readers begginc
for more. Some historians need great
communicators to convey the results of their
research. Some events are not well known and can
benefit from being promulgated. | learned nothing
new here; the well-known story was retold clearly.
For readers who want a refresher on the Kennedy
years and the assassination, this book provides a
crisp way to skim through the surface of what
happened. Readers who like that kind of dramatic,
brisk and selective presentation of history are those
most likely to enjoy this book.

T fnd of Complont
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Killing Lincoln:

The Shocking 5 pej | | y *%

Assassination )
that Chanaed Martin Dugard

America Forever

On The Wealth 5o 0yt k * %%k
of Nations

The Baby Boom:

How It Got That K%
Way (And It O6Rour k
Wasnot N

Faul t) (

Never Do It

Again)

10/5/12

Apr 07

3/7/14

Artistic.  History need not be boring, but unless
labeled fiction, readers should expect some
diligence about getting the facts right. After the
third person recommended that | read Bill
O6Rei |l I yos Kiliagrhiacbln cl debided
to go ahead, despite having read some poor reviews
To my surprise, | was thoroughly entertained by the
dramatic presentation of the well -known and
documented events surrounding the assassination
of Abraham Lincoln. OO6R
most of the big facts right, but | found myself
thinking too often that some of what he presented
di dndét match whomibentl r ea
historians. If you want to read a well -researched
history of this event and this time period, choose
another book. If you want to be entertained with a
dramatically presented story that takes some
artistic | iberties, edfactd,
by all means enjoy this book.

Lightty. So we dondét have to
Smith tome (as if many of us would), busy readers
can read this clear and light alternative and glean
the key points.

Boring I usually enjoy P.J
and | anticipated finding plenty of it in his latest
book, The Baby Boom: How It Got That Way (And
It Wasndét My Fault) (Aln
was surprised at how boring | found this book. His
writing was more didactic than usual, and his
attempts at being clever fell flat often. Read a
sample before committing to this book. Chances are
if you find the selection engaging and interesting,
youbre |likely to enjoy
through this short book to the end, hoping that the

nwlwu&t
N ATLON

TABY
BOOM

How It Goe Tha Way
And it Ware) My Kot
P
O'Rourke
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Heck O6Rour k

How the Hell
Did This
Happen?
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O6Rour k

The Friar of
Carcassonne:
Revolt Against
the Inquisition
in the Last Days
of the Cathars

O6Shea, Unread

O6Sul I i
Suzanne

Is It All In Your
Head?

*kkk

O6Rourke writing | 6sghine,l
but kept finding more misfires than bulls -eyes.

Dr oll. Any parent who has traveled with children
wi || find something fam
essay collection,Holidays in Heck. There are a
dozen or so finely written pageshere. Out of almost
t hree hundred, you have

12/11/11 effort to find them. | found his writing mostly droll,

4/12/17

6/16/17

and too often, tiresome. Perhaps because | think
heds an excellent write
collection. I felt like he pounded these pieces out
without much care, and a few of the best nuggets
stand out.

Undertone . | really, really wanted to laugh while
reading P. J. OO6Rourkebo
Presidential election titled, How the Hell Did This
Happen?. Instead, | found his humor a bit too sour
to trigger my funny bone. I think | kept sensing an
undertone to his text that inhibited my search for
humor: a sense that his sadness and mne melded,
and we canot find the h
than | am to enjoy OO6RO
please consider this book as a chance to take
pleasure in reading his latest work.

Shelf of Ennui 2012.

Psychogenic .Dr . Suzanne O0O6Su
neurologist, has written an interesting and
engaging book about psychogenic disease titled|s
It All In Your Head? . Spoiler alert: yes, it is in your
head, but that doesnot

pain. In medicine and in society at large, there have

HOW
THE HELL
DID THIS
HAPPEN?
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been huge gapsn communicating effectively about
psychosomatic illness. Through the cases presentec
in this book, O6Sulliva
challenges of communicating effectively, and
reveals her own shortcomings with different
patients. Her overall treatment is sensitive and
informative. The mind is a marvelous thing, and
can exert significant control over the body in ways
that become debilitating. Health care professionals
or general readers interested in medicine or the
mind are those most likely to enjoy reading this
book.

CRIRTTNG THE GOOw Ly
AWML O TR

Data. Authors update landmark 1972 study of work n E UJ

Shelf of Ennui 2006

in America with current data and fact -based AMERICAN
conclusions delivered clearly in an organized and WORKPLACE

1ANE LE

systematicway. ~  E==EEEE

Shelf of Reproach 2007

Guilt. Exploration of the ways in which two
freshman roommates in the mid -1970s from
different worlds become transformed.
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Shelf of Ennui 2015.

Theft. | had the sense that Joyce Carol Oates had
lot of fun writing her novel titled, Jack of Spades.
Protagonist Andrew Rush writes popular mystery
novels, and in secret his alter ego writes noir under
the pseudonym Jack of Spades. Andy is accused of
theft by C.W. Haider and his life turns inside out.

10/15/15Thi s i s a short novel H

10/26/15

finished my initial reaction was this is Oates -lite.
After a short while, | realized how finely
constructed the novel is, and its efficiency added to
how it all works so well. Readers who like well-
written fiction are those most likely to enjoy this
novel.

Read, but not reviewed.

Folklore. | picked up a copy
debut novel, The Fishermen, after it was short
listed for the 2015 Man Booker Prize. Obioma
draws readers into a Nigerian village in the 1990s
and the lives of brothers growing up at that time. A
madman predicts tragedy, and the impact of his
story on the lives of the brothers provides the action
in the novel. | found the prose lyrical, and
recommend this novel to any reader who may have
in interest in Nigerian life, family dynamics, and

the power of belief in our lives.

CHIGOZI
OBIiA

W
FISHERMEN
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Outcasts. Tea Obr eht 6 sT hdee bTuitc
Wife, introduces her talent to readers with
imaginative storytelling and memorable imagery.
The youngest writernotedinThe New Yo
latest 20-under-40 list, Obreht selects intriguing

J ¥k characters to develop: many are outcasts and all are

4/22/11 involved in actions that are unusual. The threads of

her narrative are filled with mythic elements and
struggles with life and death. This unusual debut
novel should appeal to those readers willing to try
out new writers, and those who enjoy well-written
fiction in which all the elements are not clearly

The Ti ge Obreht, Tea

resolved.
Rethinking =
PG Oettingen inkd
Thinking: Inside Gabriele’ Unread Shelf of Ennui 2015. ki
the New Science ee
of Motivation

Marriage. What keeps a marriage together? Jenny

Offill approaches an answer to that question in her

novel, Dept. of Speculation. She wastes few words

in this book: every sentence seems distilled to

ri chness. We donot l i ve TN

flow there is in this book i nvolves snippets of a little =
%g.;[:.—ﬂttion Offill, Jenny **k*k% 5/9/14 piece of this and that, which is precisely how we
=pecliation live. Our marriages become the sum of all the little

things. Are we prepared for when a big thing comes
along? How will we stay together after infidelity?
What is fulfillment? W hen | sat down to read this
novel, the quirky snippets seemed to be leading
nowhere. Before long, | realized that Offill was
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Udula Trees Chinelo
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Hotel Silence AUBUr Ava
Oldman's Guide
to Outsmarting
Wine : 108
Ingenious
Shortcuts to Oldman, Mark

Navigate the
World of Wine
with Confidence
and Style

Pound Foolish:
Exposing the
Dark Side of the
Personal
Finance

Industry

Olen, Helaine

Unread
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piecing together a portrait of modern lives that
captures marriage in all its joy and struggle.

Shelf of Ennui 2016.

Toolbox . The protagonist of Audur Ava

Cl afsd-ttir dlstel Dilenveeid a nam t
with a plan. Jénas Ebeneserhas found his life in
Iceland lost all meaning and purpose, so he sdtles
his affairs there and travels to a war-torn country in
the Balkans with a toolbox to assist him in
committing suicide. After he arrives at a hotel in a
small town and plans his demise, he finds that the
people in the hotel and the town can use his hép
and his tools. Before long, he repairs both property
and himself, and brightens the lives of the people
around him.

Read, but not reviewed.

Hucksters. | 6ve al ways been
popular purveyors of financial advice, and it was a
pleasure to find a kindred spirit in Helaine Olen
when | read her book, Pound Foolish: Exposing the
Dark Side of the Personal Finance Industry. Olen
calls out the hucksters and describes how their
advice is often false. She does this ira lively writing
style, and with a bright spotlight, as the subtitle

.HOTEL'
S



http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0544003446/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0544003446/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0802127509/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2018/04/hotel-silence.html
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0802127509/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2013/04/pound-foolish-exposing-dark-side-of.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0544003446/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0802127509/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0142004928/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591844894/hopkicompa

The Index Card:
Why Personal

Olen, Helaine

Finance and Harold
Have to Be Pollack
Complicated

Crazy for the

Storm: A Ollestad,
Memoir of Norman
Survival

Red Spy Queen:

A Biography of Olmstead,
Elizabeth Kathryn S.

Bentley

Unread
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11/7/09

Feb 03

indicates. My takeaway: be the advisor not the

client. That 6s where th
you | i ke what you find,
whole book.

Shelf of Ennui 2016.

Fatherhood. At age elevenin 1979, Norman
Ollestad was the only survivor of a small plane
crash in the San Gabriel Mountains in which his
fat her , hirlfsendf aad the gilotcak died.
Crazy for the Storm is his memoir of that
experience, written in alternating chapters about
the crash with his life before and after that pivotal
event. Normdés father pu
eleven years they were together, and it turned out
that the skills Norman learned from his father gave
him the resources to survive against long odds
against him. | especially liked the affectionate way
inwhich his father calle
writing in Crazy for the Storm presents the ordeal
and the memories of childhood in ways that keep a
reader engaged, and never apprach the
sentimental or maudlin. By the last page, | realized
that rather than a memoir of survival, | was reading
about the relationship between a father and son,
and how a fatheroés tria
prepared a young man for the biggest challengeof
his life.

Why Spy? Tedious tale of FBI star witness against
her former comrades in the 1940s and 1950s,
sometimes telling the truth and sometimes lying.

................
ananananan

CRAZY FOR
THE STORM
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Troublesome Olson, Lynne
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Disaster. Detailed description of the 1972 disaster
at Il dahodés Sunshine Min
Lessons about corporate culture in how decisions
were delayed out of fear.

Courage. Finely written history about thirty young
members of Parliament who rebelled against their
party over appeasement with Germany, and how
they brought Churchill to power. Also tells what
happened to them afterwards.

Hometown. Debut novel repl a
with AWaterl ood and pre
journalists, politicians and musicians, all behaving
as adolescents. Special treats for Texans, and
promising new author for others.

We read and mostly followed The English Patient,
so weore |ikely to give

Endless. Episodes build atop each other,
connecting past and present in this masterfully
written complex novel. A second reading enriches
the experience from the first.

Voyage. Mi chael Ondalaltg e®ast
Table, presents the story
from Sri Lanka to England in 1954 using two
perspectives: as it was underway and how it was
remembered much | ater.

11/28/11 to be outstanding throughout this novel, and the

characters became richly developed from both
perspectives. The descriptive and poetic language
became beguiling at times, and | found myself re-
reading passages that were particularly enjoyable.
The title refers to the shipboard table located

DARK

L
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Warlight

There There

Ally: My
Journey Across
the American-
Israeli Divide

Ondaatje,
Michael

Orange, Tommy

Oren, Michael B.
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furthest from the Capt a
all the strays were gathered. It is these strays that
become the liveliest characters in the novel.
Readers who appreciate literary fiction are those
most likely to enjoy this novel.

Shadows . Some of the best novels take readers to
a different place and time and lead us to feel as if
we are there in a vividly drawn setting alongside
characters who are just like us and people we know
From the first pages of
Warlight , | felt like I was in London in 1945, and as
| read each paragraph, | saw shadows and light
alternating across the rubble of the war. While
some of the characters are just like youand me,
others were a bit quirkier, but all are complex and
finely drawn. This novel is a thriller that will appeal
to any reader who enjoys fine writing.

Identity . The debut novel by Tommy Orange
titled, There There, explores identity and issues of
belonging and exclusion. The title refers to part of
Gertrude Steinds descri
where this novel is set. Orange draws readers into
the lives of about a dozen Native Americans, and
through each of them we learn about a segment of
American culture and their struggles. This is a
novel about chaos and disillusionment that seems
to fit our current times precisely.

Shelf of Ennui 2015.
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