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One Nation Under 
Gods: A History of 
the Mormon Church  

Abanes, Richard ***  Feb 03 

Saints Reve aled.  From Joseph 
Smith at the beginning to the 
2002 Olympics, Abanes presents 
a history of Mormonism that 
reveals them to be a cult, not the 
Christian religion they present to 
the world.  
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*****  

Outstanding book-read it now 

****  

Highly recommended 

***  
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Sin in the Second 
City  

Abbott, Karen ***  Oct 07 

Sisters.  Riveting non-fiction 
about the two sisters who ran a 
first -class brothel in Chicago from 
1900 to 1910 and the women they 
employed, the clients they served 
and the politicians they paid.  

 

 A Perfect Mess 

Abrahamson, 
Eric and David 
H. Freedman ***  June 07 

Tidy.  Authors meander through 
a premise that things may be 
done better through disorder 
rather than via neatness and 
order. Readers fixated on one way 
of acting will learn t hat 
alternatives can work better.  

 Speaking Freely Abrams, Floyd Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
The Puppy Diaries: 
Raising a Dog 
Named Scout 

Abramson, Jill  ***  
12/16/11 

Scout.  Jill Abramsonôs book, The 
Puppy Diaries: Raising a Dog 
Named Scout, will appeal to those 
readers who live with dogs and 
those who donôt. The first group 
will want a puppy after reading 
the book, and so will the second. 
Abramson is the executive editor 
of The New York Times, and part 
of this book came from a popular 
column she wrote on the paperôs 
website at the time Scout came 
into her life. Her writing keeps a 
reader interested and engaged in 
all the big and little things about 
living with a puppy.  

 

 

Life, on the Line: A 
Chef's Story of 
Chasing Greatness, 
Facing Death, and 
Redefining the Way 
We Eat 

Achatz, Grant ***  
3/27/11  

Passion.  If you think Alinea chef 
Grant Achatzô cooking is quirky, 
interesting and enjoyable, youôre 
likely to feel the same about his 
memoir, Life, on the Line. Not 
only does he tell his own story, 
but his business partner, Nick 
Kononas, injects a second voice to 
enhance the story of the life of 
chef Achatz so far. This memoir is 
a captivating story of the 
relentless pursuit of becoming the 
best at the work for which one has 
passion. In the case of Achatz, it 
has been cooking for his whole 
life. From the family restaurant in 
Michigan, to culinary school, to 
Thomas Keller and the French 
Laundry, and onto his award-
winning Alinea, Achatz tells the 
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story of working hard at what he 
loves to do. He became ill with 
life-threatening stage 4 cancer, 
and the standard protocols for 
treatment would have removed 
his tongue, rendering him useless 
as a chef. An alternative 
treatment worked, and while he 
lost all taste for months, he is now 
back in the kitchen and opening a 
new venture. Even those readers 
who have no interest in cooking 
will find this book to be an 
inspirational story of persistence, 
hard work, and the relentless 
pursuit of a dream. 

 
Call Me By Your 
Name 

Aciman, Andre ***  Oct 07 

Passion.  Debut novel uses 
beautiful prose to relate the 
coming of age of a seventeen year 
old boy who falls madly in love.  

 

 

Boss Tweed: The 
Rise and Fall of the 
Corrupt Pol Who 
Conceived the Soul 
of Modern New 
York   

Ackerman, 
Kenneth D. 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
The Clerkenwell 
Tales 

Ackroyd, Peter Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 The Fall of Troy  Ackroyd, Peter ***  July 08  

Manipulating.  Fictionalized 
account of two 19th century 
archeologists who search ancient 
Troy for adventure and loot, 
manipulating each other and 
their craft as they proceed. 

 

 
The Lambs of 
London  

Ackroyd, Peter **   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 

The relationship 
edge in business : 
connecting with 
customers and 
colleagues when it 
counts 

Acuff, Jerry  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 
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 Harbor  Adams, Lorraine ***  Feb 05 

Alien.  Debut novel explores Arab 
Muslim immigrants struggling in 
Boston, Brooklyn and Montreal. 
Fine portrayal of cultural 
confusion, terror and predators.  

 

 
The Room and the 
Chair 

Adams, Lorraine Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 
Far Appalachia: 
Following the New 
River North  

Adams, Noah ***  
06/01  

A virtual vacation lush with 
images, rapids, people, stories in 
Adamsô slow, deliberate writing 
style.  

 

 

A Good Hard Kick 
in the Ass: Basic 
Training for 
Entrepreneurs  

Adams, Rob ***  Oct 02  

Swagger . Austin -based Adams 
presents drill sergeant attitude 
and practical advice, especially to 
those starting or expanding a 
business. 

 

 

The Blue Way: How 
to Profit by 
Investing in a Better 
World  

Adamson, Daniel 
de Faro 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
Between the 
Assassinations 

Adiga, Aravind ***  
7/9/09  

Vibrant.  Aravind Adigaôs 
fourteen short stor ies in the 
collection titled Between the 
Assassinations are connected by 
time and place. All are set 
between the 1984 assassination of 
Indira Gandhi and the 1991 
assassination of Rajiv Gandhi in 
the fictional town of Kittur, India. 
Adiga structures the stories from 
day one through day seven and 
begins each with a made-up travel 
guide description of some area or 
feature of Kittur. While the travel 
guideôs blandness fails to attract 
much interest, Adigaôs 
description of the locale and the 
people come to life with clarity 
and vivid writing. Between the 
Assassinations tackles politics, 
corrupti on, religion, caste, 
poverty and everyday life in India 
in a way that left me wanting to 
read more about interesting 
characters and their struggles as 
each story came to an end. If 
youôre taking a staycation this 
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Summer, consider reading 
Between the Assassinations as an 
alternative to traveling to India. 
Youôll almost hear the sounds and 
sniff the smells, thanks to Adigaôs 
fine writing.  

 The White Tiger  Adiga, Aravind **  
12/27/08  

Success.  I paid no attention to 
Aravind Adigaôs debut novel, The 
White Tiger , until it won the Man 
Booker prize, and then I decided 
to read it. Adiga is imaginative 
and clever in the way he has 
structured the novel, and in how 
he explores the levels of darkness 
in a society polarized by wealth. 
The narrator and protagonist is 
Balram Halwai, who rose from 
poverty in a villiage in India to 
become the driver for a wealthy 
man in Delhi, and then the owner 
of a fleet of cars serving 
Bangalore. His path to wealth was 
through murder and theft. The 
novel is structured as letters from 
Balram to the premier of China 
who is about to visit India, and 
wants to learn how to apply the 
entrepreunership of India for 
China. Adiga presents wealth in 
India as corrupt, and the wealthy 
as venal and abusive to those who 
work for them. While the 
darkness can be comic at times, 
the starkness of the contrast 
between wealth and poverty, and 
the triumph of evil makes The 
White Tiger  a stark tale with 
characters who are more 
caricature than authentic.  

 

 

Mollie's Job: A Story 
of Life and Work on 
the Global Assembly 
Line  

Adler, William  ***  
09/00  

Fascinating story follows the 
same job as it moves from 
Paterson, New Jersey to 
Mendenhall, Mississippi to 
Matamoros, Mexico, and the 
impact of the changes on the 
people and communities 
involved.   

 

 
Lords of Finance: 
The Bankers Who 
Broke the World  

Ahamed, Liaquat Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 
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Animal Spirits: How 
Human Psychology 
Drives the 
Economy, and Why 
It Matters for Global 
Capitalism 

Akerlof, George 
A. 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 
Objects of Our 
Desire 

Akhtar, Salman Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
Sister Pelagia and 
the White Bulldog  

Akunin, Boris  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
How This Night Is 
Different  

Albert, Elisa Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

The Underminer : 
Or the Best Friend 
Who Casually 
Destroys Your Life 

Albo, Mike  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
Have a Little Faith: 
A True Story 

Albom, Mitch  ***  
4/8/10  

Search.  Readers looking for a 
touching story about real people 
will enjoy Mitch Albumôs latest 
book, Have a Little Faith . He 
presents the lives of two men 
from different backgrounds, 
different faiths, and different 
places. Albert Lewis was the rabbi 
from Albumôs hometown 
synagogue, and Henry Covington 
is an African American minister 
of a church in Detroit. What they 
share is hope and faith, and a love 
of God and people. These are 
inspiring lives that will lift the 
spirits of every reader. 

 

 
The Five People You 
Meet in Heaven 

Albom, Mitch  ***  Nov 03  

Otherworldly.  A harmless, 
sentimental effort to imagine life 
in heaven being introduced to the 
recently departed by five people 
whose lives you affected in some 
form or other while you were on 
earth.  
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Never Have Your 
Dog Stuffed 

Alda, Alan **  Apr 06  

Sentimental.  Gentle and funny 
memoir tells many family stories 
well, and minimizes the ego-
centrism typical of Hollywood 
lives.  

 

 
Things I Overheard 
While Talking to 
Myself  

Alda, Alan ***  Dec 07 

Questions.  Using the structure 
of his speeches to various 
audiences, Alda leads readers to 
ask and answer for ourselves lifeôs 
tough questions.  

 

 The $64 Tomato 

Alexander, 
William  ***  August 

06  

Indulgence.  The authorôs 
gardening hobby mushroomed to 
such an extent that after a poor 
crop one summer, he computed 
his cost that year and came up 
with the bookôs title. 

 

 

Harry Truman's 
Excellent 
Adventure: The 
True Story of a 
Great American 
Road Trip  

Algeo, Matthew ***  
9/19/09  

Nostalgia.  If youôve ever 
doubted that a decent book can 
be written about anything at all, 
give a chance to Matthew Algeoôs 
book, Harry Trumanôs Excellent 
Adventure: The True Story of a 
Great American Road Trip. Algeo 
describes a 1953 road trip that 
Harry and Bess Truman took 
from Independence, Missouri to 
Washington, on to New York, and 
back to Independence after 
Eisenhower became president. 
Harry did all the driving in a 
vehicle thatôs almost a character 
in the book: a black 1953 Chrysler 
New Yorker. Algeo retraced the 
Trumanôs route, and added a 
quirky dimension to the book by 
inserting his own experiences at 
some of the stops along the way, 
and what happened to some 
places in the intervening decades. 
This book presents a great image 
of 1953, with a decent dose of 
nostalgia, and personalization by 
the insertion of Algeoôs current 
experience of this route. The 
pictures helped, mostly because 
every time I saw a photo Harry 
Trumanôs wide smile, especially 
when behind the wheel of the 
New Yorker, I found myself 
leaning into a grin of my own.  
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 Alentjo Blue  Ali, Monica  ***  Sept 06 

Village.  Through tidy vignettes 
in her second novel, Ali presents 
the permanence of a village in 
Portugal alongside the 
transformations of its residents 
and visitors over six decades.  

 

 Brick Lane  Ali, Monica  ***  Nov 03  

Elsewhere.  Readers take an 
enjoyable journey into the 
immigrant Bangladesh 
community in London through 
Aliôs skilled mastery of 
description, dialogue and plot.   

 In the Kitchen  Ali, Monica  ***  
7/16/09  

Breakdown.  The protagonist of 
Monica Aliôs new novel In the 
Kitchen is chef Gabriel Lightfoot, 
a character who becomes 
increasingly difficult to spend 
time with as he delves deeper into 
a nervous breakdown over the 
436 pages of the book. Gabriel is 
the executive chef at the once-
grand Imperial Hotel in London, 
and he leads a kitchen crew of 
hard workers from many 
countries. Gabrielôs life is packed 
with changes: his father is dying; 
he proposes marriage to Charlie, 
a jazz singer; heôs agreed to leave 
the Imperial and open a new 
restaurant with two partners that 
will be named ñLightfootôs.ò 
Following the death of a kitchen 
porter, Gabriel is haunted by a 
recurring dream and his life 
begins to spiral out of control. 
Gabriel wants to know who he is 
and what is meant to do in life. 
Aliôs descriptions of kitchen life 
capture the humor, challenging 
work conditions, and dictatorial 
nature of this environment. Her 
writing throughout the novel is 
excellent, in dialogue, description 
and language. A side plot about 
the exploitation of immigrant 
workers allows for some structure 
to the novel, but seems somewhat 
out of place in what is basically a 
psychological novel about a 
midlife crisis with concurrent 
erratic behavior and a nervous 
breakdown. In the Kitchen  is 
finely written, gloomy, and may 
appeal most to readers who are 
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willing to spend time admiring a 
writerôs skill no matter what the 
plot or how hard it is to spend 
time with as unsympathetic a 
protagonist as Gabriel Lightfoot.  

 Untold Story  Ali, Monica  ***  
7/22/11  

Imaginative.  Many novels rely 
on the imagination of readers to 
take a fictional character and try 
to picture that person in real life. 
Monica Ali takes a different 
course in her new novel, Untold 
Story. She takes a very well-
known character, the late 
Princess Diana, and imagines her 
life had she not died, but instead 
staged a death, had plastic 
surgery and lived in obscurity. 
Some readers will find Aliôs 
character to be out of synch with 
a readerôs image, or find her 
premise preposterous. Such 
readers should take a pass on 
reading this novel. Those readers 
who like a well written novel, and 
are willing to suspend disbelief 
can enjoy Aliôs take on a character 
whose life could have gone 
another way. I found this novel to 
be fun to read, and Aliôs writing 
talent reveals itself on every page. 

 

 

Ready For Anything: 
52 Productivity 
Principles for Work 
and Life  

Allen, David  DNR  Nov 03  

Oz. Wizard of productivity takes 
readers behind the curtain where 
they find: not much. 160 pages of 
recycled, repetitive, rambling 
drivel. Take a pass and do 
something productive instead.   

 

Conclave: The 
Politics, 
Personalities, and 
Process of the Next 
Papal Election 

Allen, Jr., John 
L. ***  Aug 02 

Learn through the eyes of a 
talented, balanced and 
authoritative writer what will 
happen behind closed doors when 
the next pope is chosen. Breezy, 
conversational writing style 
makes this book easy to read. 

 

 

Opus Dei: The First 
Objective Look 
Behind the Myths 
and Reality of the 
Most Controversial 
Force in the Catholic 
Church 

Allen, Jr., John 
L. 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  
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The Rise of Benedict 
XVI  

Allen, Jr., John 
L. 

Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2005 

 

 

Idea Man: A 
Memoir by the 
Cofounder of 
Microsoft  

Allen, Paul ***  
6/18/11  

Interests.  A memoir by the 
Microsoft founder who is not Bill 
Gates comes from Paul Allen, and 
is titled, Idea Man. Readers 
interested in technology will find 
the first third of the book to be 
required reading. After Allen 
became ill and left Microsoft, he 
expanded his horizons beyond 
technology and used the 
resources he acquired at 
Microsoft to spend the rest of his 
life doing whatever he wants. 
Most general readers will feel a 
bit like Walter Mitty when 
reading about how Allen invested 
and lost or spent billions on one 
thing after another. One gets the 
feeling that Allen really enjoys 
life, and especially the ways in 
which the money he gives away is 
making a difference for society. 
So often through the book, I 
reflected how he was so often 
right, but usually early. About 
halfway through the book he 
seems more fallible as he 
generously describes so many 
ways in which he was wrong. This 
is a readable and entertaining 
memoir about a person with a 
wide variety of interests and who 
lives to pursue them all.  

 

 Garden Spells 
Allen, Sarah 

Addison 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 Mere Anarchy Allen, Woody Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  
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Island Beneath the 
Sea 

Allende, Isabel ***  
8/16/10  

Slavery.  Isabel Allendeôs 
storytelling in her latest novel, 
Island Beneath the Sea, kept me 
engaged from beginning to end. 
Set in Haiti and New Orleans, this 
is a story of slavery and enduring 
relationships. Allende takes 
readers into the lives of slaves 
and masters and delivers to 
readers the joys and tragedies of 
life in vivid detail. Any fan of 
historical fiction, these places, or 
this time period, will find this 
novel to be a rewarding reading 
experience.  

 

 

The Trophy Kids 
Grow Up: How the 
Millennial 
Generation is 
Shaking Up the 
Workplace  

Alsop, Ron **  
12/21/08  

Expectations . Journalist Ron 
Alsop (The Wall Street Journal ) 
has taken a group of columns and 
expanded them into a book titled, 
The Trophy Kids Grow Up. 
Alsopôs kids are the millennials, 
those born between 1980 and 
2001, who have grown up with 
prosperity and have had lavish 
attention and praise wash over 
them throughout their lives. Now 
that they are arriving in the 
workplace, Alsop proposes ways 
that companies need to change to 
accommodate this generation of 
workers. Iôm not as sure as Alsop 
is that this generation is shaking 
up the workplace. It may be that 
this group, to whatever extent 
they represent a real group, may 
be unrealistic in their 
expectations of the workplace, 
and are making their concerns 
heard. Some companies are 
listening and making changes; 
other companies are likely to tell 
them to grow up. Alsop provides 
lots of examples of what changes 
some companies are making. 
Each chapter ends with ñchapter 
highlightsò to recap his key 
points. I found this book to be 
tedious to read and sometimes 
repetitive. I was aghast to read 
about helicopter parents wanting 
(and sometimes getting) to sit in 
on performance assessment 
meetings with their children who 
are adults. My forecast is that this 

- 
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cohort called millennials may be 
starting out with expectations 
that some companies will be 
willing to meet. As th e bulk of 
millennials come to the 
workforce, their expectations may 
become more realistic and more 
consistent with current corporate 
practices. If you read this book 
and decide to copy what some 
companies are doing, I encourage 
you to think twice, and make only 
those changes that you conclude 
are absolutely necessary to avoid 
alienating the talented 
millennials you want to become 
part of your organization.  

 
The Defining 
Moment  

Alter, Jonathan  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
The Promise: 
President Obama, 
Year One 

Alter, Jonathan  Unread  
Read as far as page 142, then lost 
interest. Shelf of Ennui 2011.  

 

 Comrades 
Ambrose, 
Stephen E. ***  

 
Stories of friendship from a great 
historian.  

 

 
To America: 
Personal Reflections 
of an Historian  

Ambrose, 
Stephen E. ***  Jan 03  

Spirit of Optimism. Read this 
farewell book from a fine 
chronicler of people and events 
and come away feeling better 
about America, Americans, and 
our many individual and 
collective achievements.  

 

 Buffalo Lockjaw  Ames, Greg **  
6/14/09  

Tetanus.  Greg Amesô debut 
novel, Buffalo Lockjaw, describes 
the holiday return of 24 -year-old 
protagonist James to hometown 
Buffalo from his new life in 
Brooklyn writing copy for a 
greeting card company. Ames 
seems to have followed the advice 
of many creative writing teachers 
to write about what you know. 
Heôs probably given that advice to 
others, since Ames is a creative 
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writing teacher at Brooklyn 
College. Ames knows Buffalo, and 
presents the struggles and quirks 
of that place with mastery in this 
novel. In many respects, Buffalo 
is the best developed character in 
the book. James is both naïve and 
immature, and in grief over his 
motherôs Alzheimerôs disease he 
explores euthanasia as a way to 
give her what he thinks she 
wants. His stoic father, from 
whose expression Ames chose his 
book title, has sold the family 
home and struggles to pay for his 
wifeôs care. Jamesô lesbian sister 
and her partner arrived for 
Thanksgiving from Oregon to 
announce her pregnancy. On top 
of this mix of main characters, 
James revisits Buffalo friends and 
finds them in various states of 
dissolution, not unlike the city. I 
had the sense in reading Buffalo 
Lockjaw that Ames had 
assembled vignettes about the 
city and some characters and then 
pasted this novel together with 
that old material. In a clever way, 
he interspersed among the novelôs 
chapters the text of audio 
interviews that James did with 
quintessential Buffalo characters. 
Anyone with a particular 
connection to Buffalo will find a 
lot to enjoy in this novel. Readers 
willing to give a chance to a first-
time author will also find some 
good writing on these pages. 
Critical readers are likely to find 
ample faults with characters, plot 
and dialogue to have preferred a 
tetanus shot rather than spend 
time reading Buffalo Lockjaw. 

 Wake Up, Sir!  Ames, Jonathan **  Nov 04  

Stupor.  With a bow to P.G. 
Wodehouse, this novel gives us a 
heavy drinking protagonist and 
his butler, Jeeves, and some 
funny episodes. Rambling 
narrative and directionless pl ot.   
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 Human Capital  Amidon, Stephen ***  Feb 05 

Short.  Striving suburban 
Connecticut life creates 
prosperity for all those around 
protagonist Drew Hagel, while he 
faces sequential failures. 

 

 Security Amidon, Stephen ***  
6/9/09  

Insecure.  Stephen Amidonôs 
new novel, Security, explores 
many aspects of personal 
insecurity and the ways in which 
each of us remains fundamentally 
insecure, no matter how strong 
weôve made our defenses. 
Protagonist Edward Inman owns 
a security company and leads a 
comfortable life in Massachusetts 
with his wife, Meg, an alderman 
running for mayor.  Their 
relationship has become loveless, 
and after Ed reconnects with his 
old flame, Kathryn, recently 
divorced, he becomes involved in 
her life and issues, crumbling the 
already weak foundations of his 
own. A broader cast of characters, 
most of whom are unlikeable for 
one reason or another, exhibit 
behaviors that disclose the range 
of ways in which we try to 
overcome the insecurity that we 
want to hide from others. 
Amidonôs writing is superb, and 
this satire of modern life and 
relationships can be read with 
detachment or with an 
identification with one or more of 
the behaviors these characters as 
we try to find happiness or 
acceptance with others. Security 
is a timely novel by a talented 
writer.   

 

 The New City Amidon, Stephen ***  
6/00  

Fast-moving vacation novel set in 
1973 in the not-very disguised 
planned community of Columbia, 
Maryland. Amidon nails racial 
tension and human relationships. 
Enjoyable. 

 

 
The Sublime 
Engine: A Biography 
of the Human Heart  

Amidon, Stephen Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 
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Experience: A 
Memoir  

Amis, Martin  ***  
 

Amis picks up on the trendy 
memoir genre and applies his 
talent to a tale of his own life. 
Amis is a fine writer and this 
work helps readers gain insight 
into Amisô life experiences, 
especially his relationship with 
his father, writer Kingsley Amis.  

 

 House of Meetings Amis, Martin  **  Oct 07 

Grim.  Finely written 
examination of evil set in a Soviet 
gulag presented by a troubled 
narrator who alternated between 
not knowing what was going on to 
participating with relish in the 
evil.   

 
The Pregnant 
Widow  

Amis, Martin  ****  
6/2/10  

Stratagems.  Maybe Martin 
Amis will finally win the Booker 
prize. His new novel, The 
Pregnant Widow, set mostly in 
the summer of 1970, provides the 
sweep, language, imagery and 
character development of the 
quintessential English novel. 
Protagonist Keith Nearing has 
joined his girlfriend Lily in Italy 
for the summer, in the castle of 
her friend Scheherazadeôs uncle 
Jorquil, the romantic target of 
another houseguest, Gloria 
Beautyman. A broader cast of 
engaging characters come and go, 
as the sexual revolution satisfies 
and teases Keith. He gets some of 
what he wants, more than he 
imagines, and then nothing at all. 
Throughout the summer, Keith is 
reading the English canon of 
great novels, as he plots 
stratagems to pursue his carnal 
interests. Through chapters set in 
the present and in-between, 
readers come to understand just 
how pivotal that summer was for 
Keith and others. Amis writes 
with great skill and fans of finely 
written literary novels are likely 
to appreciate the talent he 
displays here. 

 

 
The Second Plane: 
September 11: 
Terror and Boredom  

Amis, Martin  ***  Aug 08  

Reflections.  Fourteen pieces 
including essays, book reviews 
and short stories, arranged 
chronologically, show the 
evolution of this fine writerôs 
thinking, and display his skills.  
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Hungry Monkey: A 
Food-Loving 
Father's Quest to 
Raise an 
Adventurous Eater 

Amster, Matthew  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 
Nerds: Who They 
Are and Why We 
Need Them 

Anderegg, David Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 

Perfect Enough: 
Carly Fiorina and 
the Reinvention of 
Hewlett -Packard 

Anders, George ***  May 03  

Sell.  Anders tells ample stories 
about the past and present career 
of Carly Fiorina and her 
achievement of landing the top 
H-P job and merging with 
Compaq. Engaging stories make 
this book a pleasure to read. 

 

 Heyday Andersen, Kurt  ***  
4/25/10  

Details.  Any reader picking up a 
work of historical fiction with 
over 600 pages of narrative 
should expect close attention to 
detail. Kurt Andersen delivers 
details by the yard in Heyday. Set 
in the mid -nineteenth century, 
readers who like that historical 
period will savor in what this 
book offers. Andersen sweeps 
across America from New York to 
California, while the events of the 
time come to boil and overflow. 
Science, adventure and love fill 
these pages with such detail that a 
reader feels present.   

 

 

Reset: How This 
Crisis Can Restore 
Our Values and 
Renew America 

Andersen, Kurt  ***  9/21/09  

Optimism.  No matter how little 
time you have available for 
reading, youôre likely to find the 
time to read the 70 or so pages of 
Kurt Andersonôs new book, Reset: 
How This Crisis Can Restore Our 
Values and Renew America. 
Anderson proposes that we have a 
window of opportunity in the 
current financial crisis to 
carefully reset our values, both 
personally and communally, to 
make different choices going 
forward. He delivers his  
optimistic message stridently 
with clear opinions that can 
border on the preachy. He gets 
his message across quickly, and 
that left me with plenty of time to 
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reflect on his message, and to 
think about my own values and 
the degree to which I may have 
drift ed from the values I hold. 

 Turn of the Century Andersen, Kurt  ***  
 

Compared favorably to Tom 
Wolfe, Andersen writes a funny 
book about the media set in 
February 2000.  

 

 
Free: The Future of 
a Radical Price 

Anderson, Chris ***  
8/22/09  

Marginal.  Most readers will find 
something interesting or useful in 
Chris Andersonôs new book, Free: 
The Future of a Radical Price. 
Expanded from a February 2008 
article in Wired , Free explores the 
various ways in which success can 
come from offering something at 
a price of zero. For a limited time, 
Anderson made this book 
available online for free (where I 
read most of it before reading the 
rest for free from a library copy). 
Anderson got into some trouble 
when this book was released and 
some parts of it were identified as 
being lifted intact from 
Wikipedia. Part of Andersonôs 
explanation of this attribution 
error was the challenge of 
attribution to something that 
changes form regularly, and he 
and his publisher having different 
views on noting hyperlinks. This 
sloppiness may distract some 
readers, but I found the book to 
be a breezy exploration of trends, 
and had no expectation that this 
was a work of scholarship. Coined 
words like ñfreemiumò may cause 
some readers to wince and others 
to smile. Anderson comes across 
as confident and arrogant at 
times with his views. Underneath 
these distractions, thereôs a 
message worth hearing, and 
reading Free will encourage 
readers to think about this issue. 

 

 The Long Tail Anderson, Chris *****  Nov 06  

Niches.  Simple concepts, 
summarized in our review and 
excerpt, with huge implications 
and consequences for producers 
and distributors. O ur highest 
rating because of that potential 
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impact.  

 
Busted: Life Inside 
the Great Mortgage 
Meltdown  

Andrews, 
Edmund L.  **  

7/2/09  

Neighbors . In so many ways Ed 
Andrewsô personal story of 
mortgage disaster was both more 
and less than I expected. Busted: 
Life Inside the Great Mortgage 
Meltdown  presents the 
embarrassing story of a New York 
Times economic reporterôs 
personal financial and personal 
crises of the last few years. One 
would expect that an educated 
and informed person would have 
averted predatory loans and 
would not have spent so far 
beyond oneôs means, but we 
humans are complicated, and 
Andrewsô story is like that of 
many others. He divorced, and 
faced increased expenses by 
adding his own housing expenses. 
He remarried, and his costs 
increased further. Both he and his 
new wife were reckless with 
spending and never quite found a 
productive way of talking about 
money and spending. For readers 
who love schadenfreude, Busted 
will be very satisfying. For fans of 
reality television, this print 
version of Cribs might be 
entertaining. For any reader who 
wonders about what kind of 
people get themselves into 
financial muddles, Andrews and 
his wife offer some answers but 
little sympathy because of their 
selfishness, immaturity and 
overall recklessness. If these 
people are our neighbors, the 
neighborhood is in trouble.  

 

 

The Truth About the 
Drug Companies: 
How They Deceive 
Us and What To Do 
About It  

Angell, Marcia ***  Apr 05  

Deceit.  Abundant examples of 
the deceit from big pharma 
followed by specific suggestions 
for reform. Keep blood pressure 
medication close at hand when 
turning these pages.  

 Let Me Finish  Angell, Roger Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  
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The Canon: A 
Whirligig tour of the 
Beautiful Basics of 
Science 

Angier, Natalie Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2007 

 

 Blue Water 
Ansay, A. 
Manette 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
Good Things I Wish 
For You 

Ansay, A. 
Manette 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 
Midnight 
Champagne 

Ansay, A. 
Manette ***  

10/99  

Consider packing this book for a 
coast-to-coast flight, or enjoying 
it as a great weekend or evening 
break. 

 

 
The Art of Napping 
at Work 

Anthony, Bill  Unread 11/99 Looking forward to reading this.  

 

 

Tales from the 
Boom-Boom Room: 
Women vs. Wall 
Street 

Antilla, Susan ***  May 03  

Explosive.  Life for women 
trying to succeed on Wall Street 
in recent decades was worse than 
you ever imagined. Antilla tells 
what happened, how women 
sued, how Wall Street made 
changes, and how legal strategists 
kept things quiet and 
inexpensive. 

 

 
The Headmaster 
Ritual  

Antrim, Taylor  ***  Oct 07 

Force. Debut novel set in 
Massachusetts prep school riffs 
on the ways in which power and 
force build up and blow, on many 
levels. A quirky North Korea 
motif adds to the entertainment.  

 

 
Dumb Money: 
Adventures of a Day 
Trader  

Anuff, Joey and 
Gary Wolf ***  

6/00  

An amusing and well-written 
book that provides a glimpse into 
the world of day trading.  
Recommended. 
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 Appleôs America Apple, R.W. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Thomas Jefferson 
Appleby, Joyce 

Oldham 
Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2004 

 

 Cellophane Arana, Marie ***  Oct 06  

Transparency.  Set in the 
jungles of Peru, this debut novel 
presents fine prose, well-
developed characters, multiple 
levels of meaning, and interesting 
ways of making hidden desires 
manifest.  

 False Impression Archer, Jeffrey Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

Flawed Advice and 
the Management 
Trap: How 
Managers Can Know 
When They're 
Getting Good Advice 
and When They're 
Not  

Argyris, Chris ****  
05/00  

Having trouble implementing the 
recommendations of consultants? 
Argyris explains why and takes on 
other consultants in the process. 
Highly recommended  

 

 

Predictably 
Irrational: The 
Hidden Forces That 
Shape Our 
Decisions 

Ariely, Dan ***  June 08 

Experiments.  MIT behavioral 
economist presents lively and 
readable insights from array of 
experiments that seem to show 
that not only is human behavior 
irrational, but also it is 
predictable.  

 

The Upside of 
Irrationality: The 
Unexpected Benefits 
of Defying Logic at 
Work and at Home 

Ariely, Dan Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 Hedwig and Berti  Arkin, Frieda  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 
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A Short History of 
Myth  

Armstrong, 
Karen **  Feb 06 

Context.  Survey of the evolution 
of myth as culture and civilization 
changed. This first book in the 
Canongate myth series sets a 
context, and without reading the 
myths, leaves the reader with 
theory, but not examples.     

 
The Spiral Staircase: 
My Climb Out of 
Darkness 

Armstrong, 
Karen 

Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2004 

 

 
Every Second 
Counts 

Armstrong, 
Lance ***  Dec 03 

Discomfort.  How do you spend 
your time? Tour de France 
champion and cancer survivor 
provides dozens of stories that 
reinforce the reality that every 
second brings us closer to or 
further away from our goals.  

 

 
It's Not About the  
Bike: My Journey 
Back to Life  

Armstrong, 
Lance ***  

11/00  

Inspirational story of courage and 
spirit of cancer survivor and Tour 
de France winner Lance 
Armstrong.  

 

 

Corporate Cults: 
The Insidious Lure 
of the All -
Consuming 
Organization  

Arnott, Dave Unread 2/00  

Quoted from Fortune  article on 
100 best companies. 

 

 The Long Firm  Arnott, Jake *  Feb 02 

Multiple narrators describe gay 
English gangster Harry Starksô 
life of crime, violence and sex. No 
compelling reason to read this 
novel. 

 

 The First Crusade 
Asbridge, 
Thomas 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Never Again Ashcroft, John Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 No God But God Aslan, Reza ***  Oct 05 

Primer.  Well-written 
introduction to the history of 
Islam, its evolution, and its place 
in the modern world.  
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Somewhere 
Towards the End: A 
Memoir  

Athill, Diana  ***  
7/16/09  

Spunky.  Memoirs can lead 
readers to reflect on some of lifeôs 
big questions through a peek into 
an individualôs recollections of 
the paths taken. Diana Athillôs 
memoir, Somewhere Towards the 
End, was written by her at age 91, 
following fifty years as a literary 
editor. Her writing is clear and 
crisp, and she tackles those 
aspects of life many of us would 
prefer to avoid, ignore, or just 
wish would not happen to us. She 
covers relationships, sex, religion, 
and health with a dispatch and a 
way of talking about herself that 
does not preach to readers. The 
losses that come with the passage 
of time need not remove the 
spunk from life or diminish 
optimism. The fewer than two 
hundred pages of Somewhere 
Towards the End  made me feel 
just fine about whatever the 
passage of time will bring to my 
life.  

 

 Case Histories Atkinson, Kat e Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 One Good Turn Atkinson, Kate ***  Dec 06 

Connections. Intelligent 
mystery set in Edinburgh with 
plethora of connections that come 
together at the end. Full of 
loyalty, betrayal and revenge. 

 

 
Started Early, Took 
My Dog  

Atkinson, Kate ****  
5/8/11  

Identity.  Intelligent readers who 
like a complicated plot can count 
on Kate Atkinson to give us well-
written pages to enjoy. Her latest 
Jackson Brodie novel is titled, 
Started Early, Took My Dog. By 
the time Brodie appears in the 
novel, several interesting plot 
lines have been developed. 
Keeping track of whoôs who is 
part of the pleasure, and 
Atkinsonôs literary references 
provided added entertainment. 
The question of identity is at the 
center of concern for many of the 
characters, and Atkinson plays 
with that theme in multiple ways. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2009/07/somewhere-towards-end.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/One%20Good%20Turn.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive1206.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316066737/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316066737/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2011/05/started-early-took-my-dog.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316066737/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/039306770X/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316740403/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316154849/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0316066737/hopkicompa


 Page 23 

The result is a very satisfying 
novel that requires a readerôs 
attention and engagement 
throughout.  

 
When Will There Be 
Good News? 

Atkinson, Kate ****  
3/28/09  

Clever.  Kate Atkinson reprises 
retired police detective Jackson 
Brodie in her new novel, When 
Will There Be Good News? She 
adds a cast of interesting and 
quirky characters, and engages 
them in clever plots and subplots 
that keep a reader thinking and 
engaged throughout the 400 
pages of the novel. The past 
looms like a shadow over 
characters like Dr. Jo Hunter, and 
how she behaves in the present 
has much to do with tragedy from 
her past. Dr. Hunterôs teenage 
nanny, Reggie Chase, is an 
orphan and acts as an amateur 
detective to great success. She is 
wiser and more focused than her 
age would lead others to expect. 
Her brother looms over her life. 
Brodie and Detective Chief 
Inspector Louise Mor ris 
rediscover each other on these 
pages, and each has a marriage 
partner that may not bring the 
same quality of relationship that 
these two have with each other. 
The clever writing and depth of 
character development combine 
to make this novel a very 
satisfying book to read.   

 

 
My Life in the 
Middle Ages 

Atlas, James Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Moral Disorder  

Atwood, 
Margaret ***  Jan 07 

Tangles.  Finely written 
interconnected short stories trace 
one Canadian family from the 
1930s to the present, linking 
memories, loss and all the tangles 
that become families. 

 

 Oryx and Crake 

Atwood, 
Margaret ****  June 03  

Tomorrow.  Finely-crafted novel 
of what our world could become 
as we experience the missteps of 
genetic experiments, corporate 
imperialism, the values of games 
and media, and the ability of one  
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person to make all the difference. 

 
Payback: Debt and 
the Shadow Side of 
Wealth 

Atwood, 
Margaret 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 The Blind Assassin 

Atwood, 
Margaret ****  

01/01  

Atwoodôs dialogue consistently 
remains in the style of the 1930s 
and 1940s, and she captures the 
flavor of elements of that period 
flawlessly.  

 

 The Penelopiad 

Atwood, 
Margaret ***  June 06  

Perspective.  Ever wonder about 
what Penelope was doing while 
Odysseus was on the road? 
Atwood offers Penelopeôs own 
point of view in this finely crafted 
book that includes a chorus of 12 
handmaids.   

 The Tent 

Atwood, 
Margaret **  May 06  

Images.  Quirky and mostly 
harsh short fiction in a more 
focused and concentrated dose 
than is found in her longer works. 
Still enriching and enjoyable.  

 

 
The Year of the 
Flood  

Atwood, 
Margaret  ****  

11/25/09  

Survival.  Margaret Atwoodôs 
new novel, The Year of the Flood, 
does something that I canôt recall 
her doing before: she reprises 
characters from a previous novel, 
and expands their story. Several 
of the characters from Oryx & 
Crake, (which I also rated with 
four stars in 2003), appear in the 
new novel, and the two novels 
merge pleasantly to create a more 
complete view of a future possible 
world. The Year of the Flood is a 
story of survival in a world 
devastated by genetic 
experiments gone foul, and a 
plague that wiped out much of the 
population. One group in The 
Year of the Flood is called Godôs 
Gardeners, and the hymns that 
Atwood creates describe their 
beliefs and their world with 
humor and insight. A collaborator 
composed music for these 
fourteen hymns and they can be 
heard and purchased at 
www.yearoftheflood.com. 
Atwoodôs writing is superb, the 
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characters believable, and the 
future world she creates is a scary 
place. 

 Writing With Intent  
Atwood, 
Margaret 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

A Voice from Old 
New York: A 
Memoir of My 
Youth  

Auchincloss, 
Louis ***  

1/15/11 

Words.  After writing sixty or so 
novels, Louis Auchincloss 
presented a memoir titled, A 
Voice from Old New York, 
published after his death last year 
at age ninety two. Selecting his 
words with care and precision, 
Auchincloss reflects on the world 
in which he grew up, revealing a 
view on a world that most readers 
have not experienced. Any reader 
wanting a glimpse at a segment of 
society and a lifestyle long past 
will find a lot to enjoy from these 
pages. By the end of the memoir, 
Auchincloss concludes that 
society doesnôt matter. For most 
readers, a different conclusion 
could be drawn from Auchinclossô 
decades of fine writing. 

 

 East Side Story 

Auchincloss, 
Louis **  May 05  

Perpetuation.  60 th novel of 
upper class New York life. In this 
version, the fictional Carnochans 
strive to meet family expectations  
and obligations across multiple 
generations.  

 
Last of the Old 
Guard  

Auchincloss, 
Louis ***  

6/14/09  

Partnership.  Prolific novelist 
Louis Auchinclossô new novel is 
titled Last of the Old Guard. On 
these pages, protagonist Adrian 
Suydam reflects wistfully on his 
life and that of his recently 
deceased law partner, Ernest 
Saunders. Set at the end of the 
nineteenth century and the first 
half of the twentieth century, 
Auchincloss presents with a 
formal detachment the 
relationships and behavior of 
those times. While the primary 
relationship is that between two 
life-long friends and law partners, 
other relationships are also 
critical to the novel: husbands 
and wives; fathers and children; 
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and employers and employees. 
This brief glimpse into another 
time provides a striking contrast 
to modern times. Last of the Old 
Guard conveys the sense of 
responsibility, formality, manners 
and expectations of a time that 
has passed, but dimensions of 
personal character and integrity 
that survive and can thrive in any 
era. Reading Last of the Old 
Guard is like visiting a museum 
and coming away with 
impressions about other times 
and places. Readers who want to 
visit an old New York will find 
pleasure on these pages.  

 
The Headmasterôs 
Dilemma  

Auchincloss, 
Louis **  July 08  

Boys.  The master novelist of 
upper class life sets his latest 
book at an exclusive New England 
prep school and uses the behavior 
of new boys to play out a conflict 
between two old boys, one a 
trustee, and the other the 
headmaster. 

 

 The Scarlet Letters 

Auchincloss, 
Louis ***  May 04  

Puritan.  Hawthorneôs tale 
updated to 1950s Manhattan. 
Well-written with complex 
characters, depth and 
thoughtfulness about loyalty, 
power, mores and temptation at 
work and in relationships.  

 

 
The Land of Painted 
Caves 

Auel, Jean M. *  
4/9/11  

Concluded.  Three decades ago, 
a co-worker told me that I had to 
read a hefty new novel, The Clan 
of the Cave Bear, telling me that 
the strong female protagonist was 
a very well-developed character. I 
plodded through that first novel, 
and agreed that the story was 
engaging and the character 
interesting, but I found the 
writing to be flat. Every few years, 
author Jean Auel has added 
another hefty novel to a series she 
called Earthôs Children, and I 
think Iôve read them all. What we 
expect to be the last novel of the 
series has been published recently 
and is titled, The Land of Painted 
Caves. Well-developed 
protagonist Ayla returns with 
husband Jondalar, the horses, 
wolf and child, as they are now 
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living in what we assume to be 
the Lascaux region of France. It 
takes Auel over 750 pages to 
present this installment, and at 
times the repetition made me 
thi nk that even the author never 
bothered re-reading or editing 
what she wrote. Somewhere 
inside, there might be a 250 page 
well-written novel. Instead, weôre 
presented with a bloated 
manuscript. For those readers 
who like to finish what one starts, 
this novel might be required 
reading. For most readers, there 
are plenty of better novels to 
select.  

 
The Shelters of 
Stone 

Auel, Jean M. *  Jul 02  

Ayla and Jondalar go to his home 
to meet the parents and get 
married in this 750 -page fifth 
volume in Auelôs Earthôs Children 
series of novels about prehistoric 
life.   

 

 

Shakespeare in 
Charge: How to 
Lead and Succeed 
on the Stage of 
Business 

Augustine, 
Norman R. 

Unread  

We enjoyed Augustine's Travels 
and expect this new book by the 
former chairman of Lockheed 
Martin will be well done.  

 

 
Googled: The End of 
the World As We 
Know It  

Auletta, Ken ***  
2/25/10  

Efficiency.  Ken Aulettaôs book, 
Googled: The End of the World 
As We Know It, presents the 
creation and explosive growth of 
the company that is also a verb: 
Google. This is a well-written 
account of the people and the 
culture, and shows off fine writing 
following significant access to key 
people. This is a story of the 
impact of efficiency: smart 
engineers who make things 
better. The success from their 
work is obvious; the fallout f or 
others, especially traditional 
media companies (that Auletta 
knows well), would be less well 
done in the hands of a different 
author. Auletta excels at 
description, examples and 
insight. Googled melds personal 
stories with corporate culture and 
competitive behavior in ways that 
will interest many readers.  
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Media Man: Ted 
Turner's Improbable 
Empire  

Auletta, Ken **  Mar 05  

Restless.  While repetitive at 
times and less lively than the 
subject, an instructive biography 
of a successful visionary.  

 

 
World War 3.0: 
Microsoft and Its 
Enemies 

Auletta, Ken ****  
04/01  

Comprehensive story of the 
Microsoft antitrust trial based on 
insider interviews. Fascinating to 
read about Microsoftôs arrogance.  

 

 Beware of God 
Auslander, 

Shalom 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Invisible  Auster, Paul ***  
5/19/11 

Words.  Paul Austerôs prose in 
his new novel, Invisible , could be 
dissected by a college English 
course and analyzed as an 
extreme case of fictional 
architecture in which each 
element combines with others to 
produce an integrated whole, 
while adding no element not 
required to make the whole 
complete. Fans of literary fiction 
will enjoy these mechanics, while 
ordinary readers will find an odd 
tale from multiple narrators. If  
youôre the former, youôre likely to 
enjoy this book. If the latter, your 
time could be better spent with 
another author and another 
novel.  

 

 Man in the Dark  Auster, Paul ***  
2/23/09  

War.  Darkness can take many 
forms, and in this short novel, 
Man in the Dark , Paul Auster 
explores many of those forms.  
Following a car accident, 
protagonist August Brill at age 72 
is recovering in the Vermont 
home of his daughter. In pain and 
sleepless, Brill tries to write his 
memoir, but instead creates 
stories to battle his depression. 
During the day, he watches 
movies with his 24 year old 
granddaughter, Katya, whose 
boyfriend was tortured and 
murdered in Iraq. His divorced 
daughter, Miriam, struggles to 
write about Nathaniel 
Hawthorneôs youngest daughter, 
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Rose. Each of these characters 
grapples with the darkness of 
their lives. Brill uses the darkness 
of night to write about a paral lel 
world, one in which the war in 
Iraq didnôt happen. He creates 
the parallel protagonist, Owen 
Brick, who finds himself involved 
in the Second American Civil 
War, between the red states and 
the blue states, and on a mission 
to kill August Brill. Any war 
ravages relationships and leaves 
consequences for survivors that 
can feel like a permanent state of 
darkness. Man in the Dark  might 
be our common condition as long 
as we engage in war. In the 
meantime, stay up in the dark for 
a few nights, and read Austerôs 
way of trying to make sense of the 
nonsense of war. 

 Oracle Night  Auster, Paul **  Mar 04  

Recovery.  Two writers use each 
other to overcome writing blocks 
and move from illness to living 
life fully. An unusual visit to 
Brooklyn in the form of a literary 
novel.    

 Sunset Park Auster, Paul ***  
12/18/10  

Broken.  Each character and 
every place in Paul Austerôs new 
novel, Sunset Park, has been 
broken or wounded by tragedy or 
crisis or twists of fate. While hope 
is present, and a chance for 
redemption seems in sight, 
something always happens to 
make life more difficult. Through 
multiple narrators, readers enter 
the world of these characters and 
find both familiar and 
extraordinary people, places and 
events that allow Auster to 
explore aspects of human nature 
that reveal much about who we 
are. Austerôs writing is carefully 
crafted, and readers who 
appreciate fine writing will 
admire this work.  

 

 The Brooklyn Follies  Auster, Paul ***  Apr 06  

Ordinary. The novelôs narrator, 
Nathan Glass, says he returns to 
Brooklyn to die, but instead 
makes a fresh start as Everyman, 
and thrives. Fine writing, good 
characters and dialogue. 
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Travels in the 
Scriptorium  

Auster, Paul Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 

Super Crunchers: 
Why Thinking -by-
Numbers Is the New 
Way to Be Smart 

Ayres, Ian ***  Jan 08  

Statistics . Conversational 
presentation of the ways in which 
vast amounts of data are being 
gleaned by savvy analysts and 
used to make significant 
decisions. 

 

 Remember Me 
Azzopardi, 

Trezza 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 
The Importance of a 
Piece of Paper 

Baca, Jimmy 
Santiago 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 
Washington Rules: 
America's Path to 
Permanent War  

Bacevich, 
Andrew ***  

10/26/10  

Education.  Any engaged citizen 
will find much to learn and reflect 
about by reading Andrew 
Bacevichôs new book, Washington 
Rules: Americaôs Path to 
Permanent War. Those weary of 
our current foreign 
entanglements will find a context 
and perspective in this book, as 
retired Army colonel Bacevich 
describes how the cold war 
thinking of the mid -twentieth 
century continues to be the prime 
driver of our foreign policy, and 
especially the role of the military 
in world affairs. Those with a 
stake in the status quo donôt 
necessarily want an engaged 
citizenry to question the wisdom 
of the cost and consequences of 
our massive military forces. Any 
independent thinker will find a 
lot to think abo ut after reading 
this book, and may, like me, come 
away with second thoughts about 
whether or not we should 
continue to pursue our military 
strategy. 
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 Out of My Mind  Bach, Richard DNR  
It took about a half hour to read 
this imaginative book.  Skip it.  

 

 

Leading Quietly: An 
Unorthodox Guide 
to Doing the Right 
Thing  

Badaracco, Jr., 
Joseph L. ****  Apr 02  

Lots of leadership books focus on 
heroes. Badaracco presents those 
everyday challenges that ordinary 
people face with all lifeôs 
ambiguity. Useful and realistic.  

 

 
Blow the House 
Down  

Baer, Robert ***  Nov 06  

Plausible.  Former CIA field 
officerôs debut novel presents 
plausible story of the events 
preceding 9/11. Disturbing in how 
much of this fiction may be 
rooted in facts.  

 

 

See No Evil: The 
True Story of a 
Ground Soldier in 
the CIAôs War on 
Terrorism  

Baer, Robert ***  Jun 02  

Disgruntled CIA agentôs story of 
his work life and how the CIA and 
White House devalues field and 
foreign agents and sources, 
weakening the ability of the U.S. 
to know whatôs going on around 
the world.  

 

 The Devil We Know Baer, Robert Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 

The Argument:  
Billionaires, 
Bloggers, and the 
Battle to Remake 
Democratic Politics  

Bai, Matt  **  Nov 07 

Alliances.  Interesting 
description of multiple alliances 
of those trying to achieve 
Democratic Party success, written 
by New York Times reporter. Not 
much unity has been created yet 
around what author calls ñthe 
argument,ò that which will bring 
out voters. 

 

 
The Grace That 
Keeps This World 

Bailey, Tom Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

To Begin the World 
Anew: The Genius 
and Ambiguities of 
the American 
Founders 

Bailyn, Bernard  ***  May 03  

All -American Ambiguity.  
Bailyn analyzes several leading 
founders of the United States and 
succinctly describes both their 
key contributions and the 
inconsistencies and real humanity 
of their lives.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0688172962/hopkicompa
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Leading%20Quietly.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Leading%20Quietly.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Leading%20Quietly.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Leading%20Quietly.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0402.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Blow%20the%20House%20Down.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Blow%20the%20House%20Down.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive1106.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/See%20No%20Evil.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/See%20No%20Evil.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/See%20No%20Evil.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/See%20No%20Evil.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/See%20No%20Evil.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0602.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Argument.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Argument.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Argument.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Argument.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Argument.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive1107.html
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/To%20Begin%20the%20World%20Anew.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/To%20Begin%20the%20World%20Anew.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/To%20Begin%20the%20World%20Anew.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/To%20Begin%20the%20World%20Anew.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/To%20Begin%20the%20World%20Anew.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0503.htm
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0688172962/ref=as_li_tf_til?tag=hopkicompa&camp=0&creative=0&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0688172962&adid=1FMY8VW0W31D8E8WBKE2&
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1578514878/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1400098351/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0609609874/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307408647/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1594201331/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0307238016/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0375413774/hopkicompa


 Page 32 

 The Corporation  Bakan, Joel **  Feb 05 

Personification. Canadian law 
professor explains that society 
has given too much control to 
corporations and bad behavior 
should be expected unless new 
laws reign in corporate greed.  

 A Box of Matches Baker, Nicholson **  Mar 03  

One a Day.  Each chapter opens 
with the lighting of the fireplace 
with a match. Readers are invited 
into the mind of the lighter which 
Baker exposes day by day in 
multiple ways. Quirky and 
interesting.  

 

 Checkpoint  Baker, Nicholson *  Nov 04  

Chilling.  Jay invites his friend, 
Ben, to a hotel room, sets up a 
videotape, and proceeds to 
explain that he plans to 
assassinate the President. 
Controversial, sparse and cold.  

 House of Holes Baker, Nicholson **  
8/19/11  

Porny.  Nicholson Bakerôs novel, 
House of Holes, is a dirty and 
funny novel that will entertain 
some readers and gross out 
others. Baker has more names for 
body parts and sexual acts than 
most readers have ever imagined. 
Those terms and the attempts at 
sexual pleasure are what brought 
me to laughter on many pages of 
this book. Certain sensitive 
readers will label this 
pornography and find no 
redeeming value whatever. In our 
visual age marked by the use of 
sex to sell so many products, it 
was something of a relief to be 
reminded that the mind and 
imagination can be the source of 
pleasure and satisfaction. Letôs 
just hope that this novel is not 
made into a movie. Some of these 
scenes are best left to the 
imagination.  

 

 The Anthologist  Baker, Nicholson Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 
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 The Numerati  Baker, Stephen ***  
2/23/09  

Algorithms.  Each of us is more 
than a number: weôre the product 
of complicated algorithms. Thatôs 
what I concluded after reading 
Stephen Bakerôs book, The 
Numerati . Many smart 
mathematicians are developing 
all sorts of ways to predict our 
behavior, and Baker presents 
some of the ways in which that is 
happening. Baker is a Business 
Week reporter, and confesses to 
being more liberal arts major 
than math wiz. Thanks to that 
perspective, The Numerati  
provides a sweeping exploration 
of data mining without plodding 
down in details that might be of 
interest only to algorithm writers. 
Baker structures The Numerati  to 
describe how our personal 
information is gathered and used 
in seven dimensions of our lives: 
worker, shopper, voter, blogger, 
terrorist, patient and lover. In 
each of those chapters, I learned 
something new, and winced or 
laughed often. If youôre looking 
for a general overview on the 
many ways in which personal 
information is being gath ered, 
analyzed and used, this book 
provides such an overview. 

 

 
The Medical 
Malpractice Myth  

Baker, Tom ****  Feb 06 

Evidence. A compelling, factual 
case for getting to the root of a 
real problem in medicine: there 
are more preventable mistakes 
being made by doctors and 
nurses. Big payments to 
undeserving claimants are rare, 
and few cases of malpractice are 
litigated.  

 

 

Joy At Work: A 
Revolutionary 
Approach To Fun 
On The Job 

Bakke, Dennis 
W. ***  July 05  

Righteous . Former AES CEO 
describes a rare workplace where 
values for their own sake 
supercede everything else, 
leading to a motivated workforce 
full of people having fun.   

 
My American 
Unhappiness 

Bakopoulos, 
Dean ***  

9/9/11  

Offbeat.  Protagonist Zeke 
Pappas in Dean Bakopoulosô new 
novel, My American 
Unhappiness, may be the poster 
boy for why some politicians want 
to stop government funding for 
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arts and humanities projects. 
Zeke is director of the Great 
Midwestern Humanities 
Initiative, based in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and his special area of 
interest is ñThe Inventory of 
American Unhappiness,ò which 
assembles all the whiney ways in 
which people are bummed by the 
speed bumps of life and the many 
irritations that can be part of 
every dayôs experiences. This 
amusing and offbeat satire will 
appeal to those readers who like a 
spot-on critique of contemporary 
life, but one that doesnôt take 
itself or ourselves too seriously. 

 
Deliver Us From 
Evil  

Baldacci, David **  
6/14/10  

Loss.  Iôm at a loss to understand 
why David Baldacci sells so many 
books. His latest, Deliver Us 
From Evil , reprises protagonist 
Shaw from an earlier novel, and 
introduces a new character, 
Reggie Campion. Katie James 
also appears in this novel. Reggie 
works as a killer for a vigilante 
organization that selects as 
targets criminals who have 
escaped justice, characters they 
call monsters. Think of the work 
as a battle of evil against evil. 
Shaw meets Reggie as his 
clandestine organization and 
Reggieôs have targeted the same 
monster. Set mostly in Provence, 
England and Labrador, the novel 
provi des a fast-paced plot 
delivered with bite -sized chapters 
packed with poorly written 
dialogue. The descriptions of 
torture are too vivid and add 
nothing to but more unnecessary 
evil to the novel. Deliver us from 
Baldacci. Readers who like to 
stick to famili ar authors will find 
action here, along with poor 
writing. Discriminating readers 
will find plenty of better choices 
from Daniel Silva or Alan Furst.  
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 Divine Justice  Baldacci, David **  
3/30/09  

Tiresome.  David Baldacciôs 
fourth Camel Club novel, Divine 
Justice, picks up where he ended 
the third one, Stone Cold. 
Protagonist Oliver Stone (John 
Carr) has to get out of D.C. 
following his murder of both a 
United States Senator and the 
head of the CIA. He ends up 
hiding out in Justice, Virginia, a 
mining town with a supermax 
prison. Despite Stoneôs skills, he 
couldnôt successfully hide from 
either his government pursuer or 
from the remaining members of 
the Camel Club who wanted to 
find him. Since trouble always 
follows Stone, life in Justice, 
Virginia isnôt what it seems to be, 
and the cast of bad guys there 
leads to big trouble for Stone. 
Thereôs violence, murder, secrets 
and more near-death experiences 
than one individual could ever 
expect. Baldacci stretches it all 
out, milking the chapters for all 
he possibly contrive, and may 
actually bring this series to an 
end with this book. Fans of 
Baldacci and the series will 
probably appreciate the effort in 
Divine Justice, but fans of 
thrillers and mysteries may find 
the writing too tiresome to enjoy 
reading this mediocre offering.  

 

 First Family  Baldacci, David **  
5/25/09  

Disbelief.  Novelists ask readers 
to suspend our disbelief while 
they present their imagined 
characters and situations in ways 
that lead us to recognize 
something about human nature 
or relationships. Some novelists, 
like David Baldacci, have created 
brands with their novels that 
reprise characters and place them 
in new situations. Protagonists 
Sean King and Michelle Maxwell 
return  in Baldacciôs latest novel, 
First Family . Sean and Michelle 
are competent private 
investigators, and former Secret 
Service agents. In First Family , 
theyôve been hired by the First 
Lady to find a missing child. 
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What unfolds has all the qualities 
of a thriller: fast -paced action and 
plot twists and turns. For me, the 
novel fell apart in the middle 
when there were few characters 
that had any complexity or 
multiple dimensions. Past the 
middle, the plot became so 
implausible that any surrender of 
disbelief became impossible. I 
plodded through to the end, 
shaking my head at the drivel that 
can sell a lot of books. If youôre 
looking for an escape from reality, 
and little need to engage your 
mind, consider reading First 
Family .  

 Hellôs Corner Baldacci, David ***  
12/18/10  

Surprises.  Many readers enjoy 
escapist action thrillers as 
relaxing entertainment that 
demands the use of a small 
number of brain cells. David 
Baldacci fills that niche with most 
of his novels, and the latest Camel 
Club novel, Hellôs Corner, 
provides enough surprises and 
plot twists to entertain, but n ot 
enough insight to require 
thought. Protagonist John Carr 
finds himself in a new set of 
implausible situations, and with 
the support of others, performs 
the impossible more than once. 
Readers will find this to be quick 
and easy reading, and a book that 
provides entertainment without 
straining the mind.  

 

 Hour Game  Baldacci, David **  Apr 05  

Copies.  Reprised characters 
bumble along from one copycat 
murder to another in a plot that 
drags after a promising start.  

 

 Last Man Standing  Baldacci, David **  Jan 02  

The plot is creative, and contains 
enough twists to keep a reader 
somewhat interested, despite the 
weak dialogue and limited use of 
the language. 

 

 One Summer Baldacci, David *  
8/23/11  

Melodrama.  David Baldacci has 
taken a break from thrillers to 
write a family melodrama titled, 
One Summer. This sappy tear-
jerker read as if it were intended 
for a made for TV after school 
special. The family dynamics  
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across generations are predictable 
and the life-changing events are 
out of a soap opera. Character 
development is flat. The story can 
be engaging at times, and after a 
while most readers will want to 
stick with it to find out how 
things get resolved.  

 Simple Genius Baldacci, David **  Oct 07 

Puzzles.  Reprised former Secret 
Service agents Sean King and 
Michelle Maxwell have to solve 
puzzles involving a secret think 
tank, and readers are dragged 
along as they slowly unravel the 
case.   

 Split Second Baldacci, David *  Jan 04  

Slow Motion.  Another attempt 
at a suspense novel becomes 
entangled in poor writing and 
fading reader interest over more 
than 400 pages of occasional fast-
paced action.  

 Stone Cold  Baldacci, David **   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 The Camel Club Baldacci, David **  May 06  

Revenge.  Predictable junk 
reading escapist fare, with greater 
complexity and sensationalism 
than prior novels. Unlikely 
situations, thrilling plot, many 
characters.  

 

 The Christmas Train  Baldacci, David *  Jan 03  

No Twain.  Weak dialogue, 
unsympathetic characters, lame 
story, slow plot development. 
Happily, itôs not too many pages. 
Modeled after a story Mark Twain 
didnôt write. Our loss.   

 The Collectors Baldacci, David Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 The Sixth Man  Baldacci, David ***  
6/7/11  

Brains.  My low expectations for 
David Baldacciôs novel, The Sixth 
Man, were exceeded. Dynamic 
duo Sean King and Michelle 
Maxwell return to face powerful 
adversaries at the top of the 
government as they stumble into 
secrets that many want to keep 
hidden from scrutiny. While 
Baldacciôs character development 
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remains shallow, and many plot 
elements are a bit farfetched, I 
found myself enjoying the novel, 
and was engaged after the first 
third until the end, even finding 
my brain engaged once in a while. 
Readers looking for simple escape 
fiction are those most likely to 
enjoy this book.  

 The Whole Truth  Baldacci, David ***  Aug 08  

Absolute.  No room for nuance 
or subtlety in this action novel 
pitting competent hero against 
evil villain. Entertaining summer 
reading. 

 

 True Blue Baldacci, David **  
12/12/09  

False.  The plot of David 
Baldacciôs new novel, True Blue, 
moved quickly and provided lots 
of suspense. While I kept wanting 
to savor the development of the 
interesting characters, I found 
that with every passing chapter, 
they became more cardboard-like 
rather than human. Set in 
Washington, DC, two sisters are 
featured: one the police chief, the 
other, a former cop whoôs being 
released from jail as the story 
opened. A hundred or more pages 
could have been edited out of this 
novel without much loss. Readers 
looking for a thrill will find some 
pleasure here, but those who 
want more depth to characters, 
should look beyond True Blue for 
something else. 

 

 Paris, 1200 Baldwin, John  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 
Henry Ford and the 
Jews: The Mass 
Production of Hate  

Baldwin, Neil  ***  May 02  

Baldwin traces how Henry Ford 
personally fed the flames of anti-
Semitism around the world 
during the 20 th century. 

 

 
The American 
Revelation 

Baldwin, Neil  ***  Feb 06 

Unity. The stories of ten idealists 
who helped form our common 
American character. Explores ten 
ideals, where they came from, and  
what they mean for modern 
Americans.  
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 You Lost Me There 

Baldwin, 
Rosecrans ***  

8/2/11  

Island.  Some relationships 
remain strong because of the 
power of shared memories. What 
happens when oneôs memory of 
certain events varies from the 
recollection of a loved one who 
was present? Rosecrans Baldwin 
sets his debut novel, You Lost Me 
There, in Maine on Mount Desert 
Island, and he uses the grief of a 
spouse on the death of his wife as 
a way to explore the power of 
memory in our relationships. Itôs 
ironic that protagonist Victor 
Aaron is an expert on Alzheimerôs 
disease especially after he learns 
from his late wife Saraôs notes 
that her experience of their three-
decade marriage varied a lot from 
his version of what their life was 
like. Readers who like to sample 
the work of new authors will find 
much good writing in this book.  

 

 
The Sweet Hell 
Inside: A Family 
History  

Ball, Edward **  Mar 02  

Slave descendents become 
wealthy undertakers as family 
faces lifeôs challenges from Civil 
War to today. One familyôs story 
can be everyoneôs story. 

 

 The Curfew Ball, Jesse ***  
8/19/11  

Puppets.  Pick a sunny day to 
read Jesse Ballôs latest novel, The 
Curfew. Thereôs despair and 
darkness in a city under 
authoritarian rule. In this 
dystopian setting, William and 
Molly, father and daughter, try to 
carve out a life rooted in their 
love for each other. Ballôs lyrical 
writing contrasts with the bleak 
context, and the puppet show at 
the end of the novel allows a 
fantasy to pull the story together. 
Readers who like Cormac 
McCarthyôs The Road are likely to 
enjoy this novel.  

 

 
The Way Through 
Doors 

Ball, Jesse **  
5/25/09  

Meandering.  Donôt even think 
about trying to read Jesse Ballôs 
novel, The Way Through Doors, 
while at the beach or on an 
airplane. After any distraction, I 
found I had to go back a few 
pages to see if I could catch the 
thread again of where I left off 
and what exactly was happening. 
This quirky and meandering 
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quality is either the charm or the 
defect of Ballôs prose.  I lost 
patience and charged ahead to 
finish the book, mostly to make it 
stop. Protagonist Selah Morse 
witnesses a taxi hit a pedestrian, 
and he decides to go with her to 
the hospital, where he weaves a 
complicated and convoluted story 
to help her recover her memory. 
The stories within his narrative 
begin to seem to be going 
somewhere, and then peter out 
before any resolution is achieved. 
Ball creates an alternative reality 
that may appeal to some readers, 
but for me, I became more 
irritated than satisfied as I 
continued to read. Thereôs a fine 
quality to Ballôs prose that merits 
my two-star recommendation to 
those readers who are game to 
give him your time and attention.  

 

The Shadow 
Factory: The Ultra -
Secret NSA from 
9/11 to the 
Eavesdropping on 
America 

Bamford, James Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 

Breaking Windows: 
How Bill Gates 
Fumbled the Future 
of Microsoft  

Bank, David ***  
11/01 

Inside scoop from e-mail and 
interviews blaming Gates for 
maintaining the Windows 
Everywhere strategy instead of 
moving faster on the Internet.  

 

 The Wonder Spot Bank, Melissa ***  Aug 05 

Progressive.  Chick lit novel 
provides vignettes in the life of 
Sophie Applebaum and gradually 
reveals her struggles in 
relationship with family, work, 
and men.   

 
Lost Memory of 
Skin  

Banks, Russell ***  
10/27/11  

Shadows.  Itôs a rare novelist 
who can hold up a mirror to 
readers about modern life by 
using unsympathetic characters 
to provide insight into human 
nature from the behavior of 
outcasts. The shadows and dark 
corners of society and personality 
are explored by Russell Banks in 
his new novel, Lost Memory of 
Skin. A protagonist whose only 
name is The Kid, finds himself in 
his early twenties as a convicted 
sex offender, a virgin, and living 
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underneath a Florida causeway, 
the only place far enough away 
from children to meet the terms 
of his probation. Another 
nameless character, The 
Professor, is also an outcast. 
Banks uses both characters to 
lead readers to think about people 
around us, and ourselves, in new 
ways.  

 The Reserve Banks, Russell ****  Apr 08  

Truth.  Finely written novel, set 
during the Depression on a 
private refuge for a few wealthy 
families in the Adirondacks, 
replete with contrasts, complex 
characters, and insights about 
behavior and relationships.   

 The Infinities  Banville, John Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 The Sea Banville, John ***  Feb 06 

Metamore.  More metaphors 
and similes per page than any 
other novel in memory. Winner of 
the Man Booker Prize. 
Captivating prose that will bring 
enjoyment to many, but cause 
others to beg for a life preserver 
to keep from drowning in words.  

 

 On Top of the World  Barbash, Tom ***  July 03  

Good Grief.  College-friend gives 
insider perspective on Cantor 
Fitzgerald CEO Howard Lutnick 
and what happened before and 
after the events of 9/11. Whatever 
readers think of Lutnick now will 
be amended after reading this 
book.  

 

 

Consumed: How 
Markets Corrupt 
Children, Infantilize 
Adults, and Swallow 
Citizens Whole 

Barber, 
Benjamin R. 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
The Last Flight of 
the Scarlet Macaw 

Barcott, Bruce Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  
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 Luck Barfoot, Joan Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 Border Crossing Barker, Pat ***  
05/01  

Booker prize-winning author 
presents complicated relationship 
of psychologist and client.  

 

 Double Vision  Barker, Pat ****  Mar 04  

Plain Sight. The novelist and the 
sculptor protagonist lead readers 
to seeing whatôs important in life. 
Introspection leads to 
questioning beliefs and recovery 
opens the possibility of seeing 
new relationships transform lives.  

 

 Life Class Barker, Pat ***  May 08  

Ambitions.  Suffering art 
students in London find the real 
lessons in life come outside 
school, especially with the onset 
of World War I. Fine descriptive 
language and realistic dialogue. 

 

 Eating Mammals  Barlow, John **  Feb 05 

Hunger.  If you can stomach the 
macabre, and hunger to read 
something odd and unusual, 
these three novellas will whet 
your appetite.  

 

 Intoxicated  Barlow, John ***  Oct 06  

Fizz.  Addictive historical novel 
describes the supply chain 
management, market research, 
and product development of the 
fictional carbonated beverage, 
Rhubarilla, made from rhubarb, 
coca, and other secret 
ingredients.  

 

 Rebel-in -Chief Barnes, Fred Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 Arthur & George  Barnes, Julian ***  August 
06  

Unhurried.  Barnes takes his 
time to develop the characters 
and plot of this novel, and patient 
readers will be rewarded with the 
pleasure of reading some of the 
finest prose being written today. 
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 England, England Barnes, Julian ***  
9/99  

Recommend for those who enjoy 
satire. Barnes develops great 
characters and carries off the 
depths of illusion and reality with 
aplomb. 

 

 
Nothing To Be 
Frightened Of  

Barnes, Julian ***  Dec 08 

Mortality.  Clever and finely 
written musings about death, the 
one reality we all face. Whether a 
reader thinks about death a lot or 
a little, this book brings pleasure 
and thoughtful reflection.  

 

 The Lemon Table Barnes, Julian Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2004 

 

 
A Country Called 
Home 

Barnes, Kim Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 

Babes In Boyland: A 
Personal History Of 
Co-education In The 
Ivy League   

Barreca, Gina ***  Aug 05 

Estrangement.  Finely written 
memoir of journey from Brooklyn 
to Dartmouth in the 1970s when 
women werenôt welcome on that 
campus. Witty and wise.  

 

 Servants of the Map Barrett, Andrea  ***  Mar 02  

Masterful short stories that 
transport readers to the time and 
place she captures and to the 
well-developed characters she 
presents. 

 

 American Islam  Barrett, Paul M.  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
Pull Me Up: A 
Memoir  

Barry, Dan ***  Sep 04 

Struggle.  Lyrical, finely -written 
memoir tells a story well of a 
journey from a 1960ôs Long 
Island childhood to writing for 
The New York Times, while 
cancer surviving author and 
family struggle with lifeôs 
challenges. 
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 Big Trouble Barry, Dave ***  
 

His first novel doesnôt carry the 
sustained chuckles of his 
columns, but this zany story is 
fun to read. 

 

 
Dave Barryôs History 
of the Millennium 
(So Far) 

Barry, Dave Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
Dave Barryôs Money 
Secrets 

Barry, Dave **  May 06  

Yuks.  Many funny passages, but 
never to the extent of laughing 
out loud or deep belly chortles. 
Barryôs old newspaper column 
packed a funny punch, but these 
longer works can become 
monotonous.   

 

I'll Mature When 
I'm Dead: Dave 
Barry's Amazing 
Tales of Adulthood  

Barry, Dave **  
6/14/10  

Longer.  I miss Dave Barryôs 
humor columns, so when a 
collection of 18 new and longer 
pieces was published as I'll 
Mature When I'm Dead: Dave 
Barry's Amazing Tales of 
Adulthood , I scooped up a copy. 
All but one of the pieces was new, 
and are packed with Barryôs 
trademark quirky humor. After 
the first half dozen or so, I found 
myself still laughing, but 
concluding that longer isnôt 
necessarily better. Barry honed 
his craft on shorter work, and 
having more space doesnôt 
necessarily lead to better writing. 
Most readers will laugh and enjoy 
each of these pieces. For my taste, 
shorter was better. 

 

 Tricky Business Barry, Dave *  Dec 02 

Treading Water . 12 funny pages 
out of 300, the best of which are 
sidebars to the plot. Barry does 
better when brief. Eclectic cast of 
South Florida weirdos.  

 

 

The Great Influenza: 
The Epic Story of 
the Deadliest Plague 
in History  

Barry, John M.  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  
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 Company Barry, Max **  June 06  

Agendas.  Satire about a Seattle 
company, its visible and hidden 
agendas, and one employee 
whose rapid promotion leads him 
on a hilarious corporate 
adventure.  

 

 
Jennifer 
Government  

Barry, Max ***  Sep 03 

Affinities.  Corporate marketing 
becomes malevolent in this 
creative satire. If you think 
marketing is already evil, youôll 
love this book.  

 

 Coming Soon!!!  Barth, John  *  Feb 02 

Postmodern novel thatôs hard to 
follow but frequently clever and 
witty . 

 

 
The Book of Ten 
Nights and a Night: 
Eleven Stories 

Barth, John  Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2004 

 

 
Where Three Roads 
Meet 

Barth, John  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
Flying to America: 
45 More Stories 

Barthelme, 
Donald 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 Waveland 
Barthelme, 
Frederick 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 

Imposter: How 
George W. Bush 
Bankrupted 
America and 
Betrayed the Reagan 
Legacy 

Bartlett, Bruce  ***  August 
06  

Reformation.  Readers of any 
political persuasion will find 
interesting  facts and points of 
view in this conservative call for 
reform and for a return to fiscal 
responsibility.  

 

 Critical Condition  

Bartlett, Donald 
L. and James B. 

Steele ***  Feb 05 

Sick.  Investigative journalists tell 
scores of stories of how the health 
care system fails Americans, and 
present some ideas on changes to 
get us out of this mess.  
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 Brookland  Barton, Emily  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 

From Dawn to 
Decadence: 500 
Years of Western 
Cultural Life  

Barzun, Jacques Unread 6/00  

Sounds like a downer, but we are 
likely to give it a rainy day try.  

 

 The Perfect Mile Bascomb, Neal ***  Nov 04  

Excitement.  Roger Bannister, 
John Landy and Wes Santee vie 
to become the first to run the mile 
in under 4 minutes. Terrific 
presentation of competition and 
excitement.   

 

Olô Strom: An 
Unauthorized 
Biography of Strom 
Thurmond  

Bass, Jack and 
Thompson, 
Marilyn W.  ***  

10/99  

Recommend, especially for those 
who may have pigeonholed Strom 
Thurmond.  

 

 The Wreckers Bathurst, Bella Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 

The Search: The 
Inside Story of How 
Google and Its 
Rivals Changed 
Everything  

Battelle, John Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

The Possessed: 
Adventures with 
Russian Books and 
the People Who 
Read Them 

Batuman, Elif  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 Blacklands Bauer, Belinda Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 
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 Darkside  Bauer, Belinda ***  
5/29/11  

Twists.  Readers who like 
psychological thrillers will find a 
lot to enjoy in Belinda Bauerôs 
new novel, Darkside. Not all is as 
it seems in the quaint village of 
Shipcott, where the vulnerable 
are being murdered. Beneath the 
surface of each character, there is 
a depth, often bleak, that Bauer 
exposes with precision. The plot 
twists just when a reader gets 
comfortable, providing great 
satisfaction to those readers who 
like a good mix-up. Fans of crime 
fiction and those who like the 
dark side of human nature will 
enjoy reading this novel. 

 

 
What Made jack 
welch JACK 
WELCH 

Baum, Stephen 
H. 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 Peace Bausch, Richard ***  
1/3/09  

Survival.  Just when we think 
that thereôs nothing left to write 
about World War II, Richard 
Bausch comes along and writes a 
fine novel titled Peace. Set in the 
Italian hillside during the winter 
of 1944, soldiers are facing fear of 
death from snipers, uncertain 
support from the locals, and 
regret about some of their own 
actions to survive. Thereôs tension 
on each of the 200 pages in this 
tightly written and emotionally 
taut novel. I felt that I was on the 
hillside with these soldiers, and 
could feel the cold and the fear 
along with them. Things are not 
as they seem, and the struggle of 
war can lead to a brief and uneasy 
peace, no matter what. 

 

 
Something Is Out 
There: Stories 

Bausch, Richard Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 
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 Thanksgiving Night  Bausch, Richard  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 Gryphon  Baxter, Charles ****  
5/8/11  

Variety.  There are 23 stories in a 
new collection by Charles Baxter, 
one of which shares the title, 
Gryphon. The sheer variety and 
diversity in these stories is 
commendable, and they share 
one thing in common: very fine 
writing. The short story form 
trips up many writers and can 
disappoint readers, but Baxter 
delivers fine writing and 
engaging, complete narratives in 
each of these stories. I budgeted 
myself to reading a single story a 
day, so I could appreciate and 
savor each one individually. 
Ordinary lives and events come 
alive and present insight to 
readers, thanks to Baxterôs skills.   

 

 The Soul Thief  Baxter, Charles ***  June 08  

Identity.  Precisely written 
imaginative novel visits 
characters thirty years ago and 
today, exploring how one has 
assumed the identity and past 
history of the other, and what that 
has done for both of them.  

 

The Most Beautiful 
Walk in the World: 
A Pedestrian in 
Paris 

Baxter, John ***  
9/14/11  

Lively.  One joy that can come 
from reading is the pleasure of 
listening to someone talk about 
something they really enjoy or 
love. Such an experience awaits 
readers of John Baxterôs The 
Most Beautiful Walk in the 
World: A Pedestrian in Paris. A 
longtime resident of Paris, 
married to a Frenchwoman, 
Baxter injects personal anecdotes 
with the settings he describes, 
and the spirited writing takes 
readers into Baxterôs enthusiasm. 
Readers who have never been to 
Paris will be enchanted, and will 
want to be there. Those who have 
been in Paris will feel as if one has 
returned. Those most familiar 
with Paris may quibble with 
Baxter, but are likely to feel proud 
of how the city of light shines on 
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these pages. Readers looking for a 
travel guide will find more useful 
books than this one, but few of 
those capture the cityôs spirit as 
well as this one.  

 The Black Tower Bayard, Louis ***  
1/27/09  

Dauphin.  Historical fiction 
usually leads me to want to learn 
more about the historical period 
in which a novel is set. Louis 
Bayard stimulated that interest 
for me again in his novel, The 
Black Tower. The tumultuous 
period is early 19th century 
France, after the Reign of Terror 
and Restoration. Bayard chooses 
a first -person narrator, Hector 
Carpentier, a doctor, whose father 
of the same name was a physician 
to Louis-Charles, the son of Louis 
XVI and Marie Antoinette. The 
title refers to the place where 
Louis-Charles was imprisoned. 
Bayard lays out a mystery and a 
question as to whether or not 
Louis-Charles died in prison, or 
was secreted away and hidden. 
The famous Francois Vidocq, 
master detective, is presented as a 
larger-than-life character whose 
skills unravel much of the 
mystery. Vidocq and Carpentier 
follow all leads and their journey 
will entertain readers and likely 
lead to interest in this historical 
period and to learning about what 
really happened. 

 

 Beat the Reaper Bazell, Josh ***  
2/19/09  

Funny.  If youôre interested in a 
quirky and funny debut novel, 
consider Josh Bazellôs Beat the 
Reaper. Bazell is a medical 
resident, and wrote this messy, 
hectic and fast-paced novel in his 
spare (!) time. Thanks to his 
undergraduate training, the 
writing is superb. The protagonist 
he creates is a medical intern, one 
who used to be a hit man for the 
mob. Given that over-the-top 
character, you expect and receive 
a plot thatôs totally entertaining. 
Bazell adds footnotes regularly 
that add to the humor. At page 
148 he notes, ñWe still draw the 
Reaper with a scythe. We should 
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draw him driving a John Deere 
for Archer Daniels Midland.ò 
From that point on, the logo -like 
image that divides sections within 
a chapter changes from the grim 
reaper with a scythe to the reaper 
driving a tractor. Again, a funny 
touch. I read Beat the Reaper 
quickly, and look forward to 
Bazellôs next spare-time offering.  

 The Slide Beachy, Kyle ***  
5/27/09  

Reversals.  Read Kyle Beachyôs 
debut novel, The Slide, on sunny 
days. Reflect too long on the 
many slides and reversals 
experienced by all the characters 
in this book and youôre likely to 
join in their depression and 
loneliness. Protagonist Potter 
Mays has graduated college and 
moves back home uncertain of 
whatôs next. His parents seem to 
welcome him, but their marriage 
has been in a downward slide, 
perhaps ever since Potterôs 
brother died years earlier as a 
child. Potterôs girlfriend went 
from college to Europe on a weird 
quest with a bisexual friend. After 
some malaise that Beachy 
presents with fine descriptive 
language and wit, Potter gets a 
job delivering bottled water. 
Potter has insomnia, his dead 
brother appears to him as a ghost, 
he develops relationships with a 
sixteen year old neighbor and a 
lonely younger boy whom he met 
while delivering water. The rocket 
slide in the park he visited as a 
child becomes the image for the 
direction of Potterôs life. Thanks 
to manipulation by a rich friend, 
Potter gets in more trouble. Heôs 
a loveable sap, and epitomizes 
many of the anxieties lived out by 
people in their early -twenties. 
Beachyôs humor and decent 
writing make this debut  worth a 
try to those readers willing to look 
at work from a new and young 
writer.  
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 The Line Between Beagle, Peter S. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 Roadside Religion Beal, Timothy K. *  Sep 05 

Attraction. Religion professor 
hauls family in motor home to 
visit religious attractions. 
Describes 11 places in detail from 
the absurd to the well-intentioned 
to places than can deepen oneôs 
spirituality.  

 

 
The Fires of 
Vesuvius: Pompeii 
Lost and Found  

Beard, Mary Ennui  7/16/09  

I reached as far as page 40 of this 
book, and despite the interesting 
photos and subject matter, my 
attention kept wandering, so I put 
it aside for weeks, and then for 
good.  

 

 Follies Beattie, Ann Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 The Doctorôs House Beattie, Ann ***  Apr 02  

Three characters, a daughter, her 
mother, and a son, narrate 
different perspectives of life in 
this well -written novel.  

 

 
I Know I Am, But 
What Are You? 

Bee, Samantha **  
7/23/10  

Funny.  Samantha Beeôs new 
book, I Know I Am, But What Are 
You?, capitalizes on her Daily 
Show visibility, and offers a very 
concentrated dose of her humor, 
most of which she pokes at 
herself. I found enough of the 
book to tweak my funny bone that 
I plowed through to the end. On 
too many pages, though, I winced 
rather than laughed, and found 
little humor in her subject or 
treatment. Readers may want to 
sample a few pages before making 
a commitment. After all, humor is 
a matter of taste, or the tasteless. 

 

 Enemy Combatant Begg, Moazzam Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2007 
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 Matters of Honor  Begley, Louis Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 The Law of Dreams Behrens, Peter Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 The Good Fight Beinart, Peter Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 

Soaring With the 
Phoenix: Renewing 
the Vision, Reviving 
the Spirit and Re-
Creating the Success 
of Your Company 

Belasco, James 
A. and Steed, 

Jerre ***  
11/99 Give this book a try. 

 

 

Rocketeers: How a 
Visionary Band of 
Business Leaders, 
Engineers, and 
Pilots Is Boldly 
Privatizing Space 

Belfiore, Michael  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
Ethical Ambition: 
Living a Life of 
Meaning and Worth  

Bell, Derrick  ***  Jan 03  

A Path to Happiness. An 
opportunity to eavesdrop as this 
lawyer and professor reminisces 
about the decisions heôs made to 
follow an ethical path to 
happiness.   

 
Toussaint 
Louverture  

Bell, Madison 
Smartt  

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 Ravelstein Bellow, Saul **  
 Not our favorite Bellow book.  
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 City of Thieves Benioff, David  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
When the Nines Roll 
Over 

Benioff, David  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Billy Boyle Benn, James R. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
Riding Shotgun: The 
Role of the COO 

Bennett, Nathan 
and Stephen A. 

Miles 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 America 
Bennett, William 

J. 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 The Book of Virtues 

Bennett, William 
J. ***  

3/00  

Great selections for enjoyable 
reading. We compared the loyalty 
chapter to James Carvilleôs 
Stickinô, and like Carville better. 

 

 
The Death of 
Outrage 

Bennett, William 
J. ***  

 
With the impeachment over, the 
sting of the arguments is lost, but 
the logic and passion remain.   

 

 
The Break-out 
Principle  

Benson, Herbert ***  July 03  

Hit the Switch.  Departure from 
factless self-help books presents 
insights from decades of mind-
body research and proposes 
practical ways to generate a 
trigger leading to some form of 
self-transformation.  

 

 
The City of Falling 
Angels 

Berendt, John ***  Dec 05 

Personality. Journalist presents 
the character of Venice through 
introducing readers to some of 
the people who live there and how 
they engage in the life of the 
place.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0671683063/hopkicompa
file:///G:/Executive%20Times/archive/archive0300.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0684857731/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0684813726/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0684813726/hopkicompa
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Break-out%20Principle.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Break-out%20Principle.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0703.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20City%20of%20Falling%20Angels.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20City%20of%20Falling%20Angels.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive1205.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0670018708/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0670033391/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1569474338/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0804751668/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1595550550/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0671683063/ref=as_li_tf_til?tag=hopkicompa&camp=0&creative=0&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0671683063&adid=08N3E071W8YAH1HZ53EP&
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0684813726/ref=as_li_tf_til?tag=hopkicompa&camp=0&creative=0&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0684813726&adid=1VM7T05N5SQH4HVTMTCZ&
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0743223977/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1594200580/hopkicompa


 Page 54 

 The Faithful Spy Berenson, Alex ***   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 The Ghost War Berenson, Alex ***  May 08  

Power.   Second novel reprises 
John Wells, whose post-heroic 
job is at a CIA desk. He jumps at a 
chance to return to the field as the 
author riffs on power, and Wellsô 
character develops, albeit with a 
return to his heroic exploits.   

 The Midnight House  Berenson, Alex Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 The Number  Berenson, Alex ***  July 03  

Penny Wise.  How did Wall 
Street and corporations become 
so focused on quarterly earnings? 
Read this well-paced reflection on 
events in recent decades that 
brought us to our current 
situation of corporate scandals 
and the low reputations of 
corporate executives.  

 

 The Secret Soldier Berenson, Alex ***  
5/8/11  

Freelance.  Alex Berenson 
reprises John Wells for a new 
adventure in his latest novel, The 
Secret Soldier. The melancholy 
hero of the earlier novels no 
longer works for the CIA, and the 
freelance assignment he accepts 
in this thriller comes from elderly 
King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia 
who can feel the tension of a 
family feud leading to disaster for 
his country. The plot lines are 
drawn from the current news, and 
the tension delivers the 
excitement that readers of 
thrillers crave. While the action is 
often predictable, Berensen still 
delivers enough pages of 
adrenaline-pumping action to 
make reading this thriller fun, 
while not requiring any thinking.  
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 The Silent Man  Berenson, Alex ***  
3/28/09  

Nuclear.  Alex Berenson reprises 
superhero John Wells to save the 
world again in a new novel titled, 
The Silent Man. Isnôt there 
someone else who can do what 
Wells does? Just before Wells and 
Jennifer Exley are about to take a 
well-deserved vacation, they are 
attacked while stuck in traffic in 
their minivan. Exley suffers a 
gunshot wound, and Wells has to 
get revenge for that at the same 
time he needs to avert a nuclear 
terrorist attack. While reading the 
prior novels adds some richness 
to the experience, each novel 
stands alone, and in some ways, a 
fresh approach to The Silent Man 
may be more pleasurable than 
having the expectations of past 
performance influe nce the 
current book. For fans of fast-
paced thrillers, thereôs a lot of 
reading pleasure to be found 
here. If you are reading this book 
on a plane, you will enjoy any 
delay that permits you to keep 
reading.  

 

 
Dream When Youôre 
Feeling Blue 

Berg, Elizabeth ***  Jan 08  

Nostalgia.  Novel set in Chicago 
during World War II packed with 
historical detail and the ways in 
which three sisters lived, loved, 
worked and sacrificed. 

 

 Home Safe Berg, Elizabeth ***  
5/23/09  

Confidence.  Protagonist Helen 
Ames has lost her bearings and 
her confidence following the 
death of her husband, Dan. The 
Oak Park, Illinois novelist isnôt 
writi ng, and after she learns that 
her husband withdrew $850,000 
in cash from an account for a 
purpose unknown to her, she 
feels financially insecure. She 
reluctantly takes on teaching a 
class. Helen leans heavily on her 
adult daughter, Tessa, and her 
strong relationship with Midge 
allows her to hear things about 
herself that can be hard to face. 
With extraordinary ease and 
grace, Elizabeth Berg makes her 
latest novel, Home Safe, be a 
gentle way for readers to reflect 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0399155384/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2009/03/silent-man.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0399155384/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0399155384/hopkicompa
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Dream%20When%20You're%20Feeling%20Blue.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Dream%20When%20You're%20Feeling%20Blue.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0108.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1400065119/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2009/05/home-safe.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1400065119/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0399155384/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1400065100/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1400065119/hopkicompa


 Page 56 

on the losses we all face in life, 
and pursue ways to move ahead. I 
live a block north of Elizabeth 
Berg and see her walk her dog 
regularly through our 
neighborhood. While there may 
be parallels between the author 
and her character, the resonance 
for every reader comes from 
appreciating a sense of place and 
a purpose that makes life fulfilling 
and rewarding. Iôve come away 
from each of Bergôs books with a 
warm feeling about life, and if 
thatôs the kind of reading 
experience you enjoy, along with 
a story well told, youôre likely to 
be pleased when you read Home 
Safe.  

 Never Change Berg, Elizabeth ****  
07/01  Caregiver finds love and caring.  

 

 
Once Upon a Time, 
There Was You 

Berg, Elizabeth ***  
5/29/11  

Marriage.  The suspense and 
tension in Elizabeth Bergôs novel, 
Once Upon a Time, There Was 
You, departs from how she has 
written previous novels. Fans will 
continue to enjoy the ways in 
which she explores the 
complexity of our relationships 
and presents characters that are 
fully formed and recognizable to 
readers. In this novel she focuses 
on a divorced couple drawn 
together again when their 
daughter has gone missing. Berg 
examines marriage, and the ways 
in which we enter and exit from 
this commitment. As with earlier 
novels, readers close the last page 
with both satisfaction and a wish 
that there was just a bit more.  

 

 Open House Berg, Elizabeth ****  
 

Highly enjoyable and well -written 
story about growth and change in 
relationships. Highly 
recommended.  

 

 Say When Berg, Elizabeth ***  July 03  

Yes, Virginia.  Griffen becomes 
a Santa and finds out whatôs 
important in life. Bergôs dialog is 
always spot on, and her insights 
into human nature are rich, let 
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alone her settings in our very own 
neighborhood.  

 The Art of Mending  Berg, Elizabeth ***  June 04  

Forgiveness.  Beneath a bucolic 
domestic life can reside painful 
memories and scars. In this 
novel, Berg explores sibling 
differences, abuse and repressed 
memories, along with the journey 
toward forgiveness. 

 

 
The Last Time I Saw 
You 

Berg, Elizabeth ***  
2/4/11  

Reunion.  Sometimes a novelist 
can speak to his or her 
contemporaries in ways that 
resonate perfectly with oneôs 
personal experience. Readers 
born a few years on either side of 
1950 can find such a novelist in 
Elizabeth Berg. Her novel, The 
Last Time I Saw You, is required 
reading for anyone of that age 
cohort who is heading to a school 
reunion. Berg writes with a 
gentleness and tenderness that 
reveals a range of human 
behavior, and she always leaves a 
reader uplifted by the end of the 
novel. This is light reading that 
provides amusing entertainment.  

 

 
The Year of 
Pleasures 

Berg, Elizabeth ***  June 05 

Grief.  Lyrical novel in which 
newly widowed protagonist leaves 
Boston for small Illinois town and 
searches for new life and old 
friends. Reading dialogue is like 
eavesdropping on conversations 
among friends.  

 

 True to Form  Berg, Elizabeth ***  Jul 02  

Katie Nash returns and presents 
the anxieties of adolescence and 
friendship with a delicacy and 
poignancy that will ring true for 
most readers.  

 

 
We Are All Welcome 
Here  

Berg, Elizabeth ***  August 
06  

Normal. Novel set in 1960s 
Mississippi in which a polio 
stricken woman who can move 
only her head, delivers a baby in 
an iron lung and proceeds to raise 
her in as normal a way as 
possible.   

 Grand Avenues Berg, Scott W. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 
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 Best Friends Berger, Thomas ***  Aug 03 

Ambiguous.  Psychological novel 
of two long-time friends reaching 
middle age, feeling different 
about themselves and each other. 
Finely writ ten. 

 

 

Revolutionary 
Mothers: Women in 
the Struggle for 
America's 
Independence  

Berkin, Carol  ***  Aug 05 

Partners.  A popularly written 
history of what famous and 
ordinary women of all ra ces and 
classes did during the 
extraordinary time of the 
American Revolution that will 
increase the awareness of all 
readers.  

 

 Fieldwork  
Berlinwki, 

Mischa **   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 Dark Ages America Berman, Morris  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
The Twilight of 
American Culture  

Berman, Morris  *  
03/01  

Annoying and irritating little 
book. Gloomy outlook by cranky 
author. ñA book for oddballsò 
according to Berman.  

 

 
Terror and 
Liberalism  

Berman, Paul ***  Nov 04  

Freedom.  Bashes Chomsky and 
others while presenting the 
history of liberalism and a view of 
the current conflict between 
Islamism and the West as another 
totalitarian battle a gainst 
freedom. 

 

 Hate Crime 
Bernardt, 
William  

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 Criminal Intent  

Bernhardt, 
William  **  Nov 02  

Renegade Priest.  Mystery fans 
will appreciate that William 
Bernhardt has reprised attorney 
Ben Kincaid to defend another 
client accused of murder. Father 
Dan helped Ben years ago, and 
now itôs Benôs turn. Good plot, 
weak writing.  
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 Final Round  

Bernhardt, 
William  *  May 02  

Author leaves familiar setting of 
Oklahoma and criminal justice 
system for Georgia and the 
Masters. Weak dialogue and little 
character development.  

 

 
Natural Suspect: A 
Collaborative Novel 
of Suspense 

Bernhardt, 
William  **  Jan 02  

Cute and funny mystery by eleven 
authors who collaborated to twist 
and turn plot and characters with 
whimsy. 

 

 Silent Justice  

Bernhardt, 
William  ***  

6/00  

In the genre of Turow and 
Grisham, this escapist novel 
delivers an enjoyable afternoonôs 
reading. 

 

 
Beat the Millennium 
Crash 

Bernstein, Jake DNR  10/99  Skip it.  

 

 
Oppenheimer: 
Portrait of an 
Enigma 

Bernstein, 
Jeremy 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 

Wedding of the 
Waters: The Erie 
Canal and The 
Making of a Great 
Nation  

Bernstein, Peter 
L. ***  Oct 05 

Wealth. In -depth description of 
the politicians, financiers, and 
engineers who created significant 
wealth for 19th century Americans 
through the building of the Erie 
Canal, the waterway to the West 
that increased trade.  

 

 Vows of Silence 
Berry, Jason and 
Gerald Renner 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 
The Manual of 
Detection  

Berry, Jedediah ***  
9/26/09  

Dreamy.  Jedediah Berryôs debut 
novel, The Manual of Detection, 
provides willing readers with a 
quirky and odd story of a clerk, 
Charles Unwin, who becomes a 
detective. The balance between 
order and disorder, and between 
dreams and reality remains off 
kilter for Unwin and for readers. 
The Manual of Detection presents 
a puzzle in a form that isnôt what 
most mystery readers are 
accustomed to, but for me, 
became absorbing as the story 
unfolds. Berry allows us to engage 
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our brains with him as we enter 
Unwinôs world and try our best to 
make sense of what is happening. 
Adventurous readers are likely to 
find much to enjoy: a new author, 
and a genre that may defy the 
limitations of an orderly niche.  

 The Alexandria Link  Berry, Steve **  June 07 

Sham. Mind -disengaging 
summer reading with fast moving 
plot, if readers can overlook 
inaccurate history, preposterous 
premises and poor character 
development. 

 

 
The Charlemagne 
Pursuit  

Berry, Steve **  
4/25/09  

Whiplash.  Steve Berry changes 
scenes so rapidly in his latest 
novel, The Charlemagne Pursuit, 
that I began to feel whiplashed. 
Berry reprises Cotton Malone for 
this tale, and follows a plot 
structure that heôs used before: 
bad guys go after Malone, he 
eludes them, and uses his powers 
of recollection and analysis to 
solve complicated historical 
puzzles. The brief chapters leave 
lots of cliffhangers. That also 
means that you can put this book 
down frequently and do 
something else, since no matter 
how thrilling the situation may 
be, you know it will change again 
quickly, and you can easily pick 
up where you left off. Berry excels 
at the depths to which he can 
exploit the behavior of schemers 
and the dysfunction of families. 
Whether the history bears any 
resemblance to facts matters little 
to most readers, so Berry grabs 
pieces of fact and lets his 
imagination soar, but always in 
short spurts. If you like rapid -fire 
scenes and history as it might 
have been, give The Charlemagne 
Pursuit  a try. 

 

 
The Emperorôs 
Tomb  

Berry, Steve **  
1/15/11 

Didactic.  Steve Berry continues 
to stretch his readersô willingness 
to suspend disbelief with this 
yearôs installment in his Cotton 
Malone series titled, The 
Emperorôs Tomb. Malone works 
as an antiquarian bookseller, but 
he suspends that work regularly 
when the government deploys 
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him across the globe to risk his 
life and others in mostly 
implausible situations. Set mostly 
in China this time out, Berry 
breaks up the action often with 
lengthy explanations of centuries 
of Chinese politics and other 
results of his research. This 
didactic style becomes something 
of a palate cleanser between 
action courses. Fans of action 
thrillers will find ample action 
here, and those readers patient 
enough to tolerate mediocre 
writing and occasional boring 
exposition and explanation are 
those most likely to enjoy this 
novel.  

 The Jefferson Key Berry, Steve ***  
7/9/11  

Pirates.  Steve Berryôs latest 
Cotton Malone adventure, The 
Jefferson Key, departs from the 
prior overseas settings and places 
the protagonist and four hundred 
pages of exciting action in the 
United States. While Berryôs 
dialogue remains weak, the fast-
paced plot and imaginative 
premise will entertain most 
readers who like thri llers. 
Government-sanctioned piracy 
conducted by the same elite 
North Carolina families for 
generations will be considered 
perfectly plausible by some 
readers and laughable by others. 
This novel provides quick and 
entertaining summer reading for 
those readers who can tolerate 
mediocre writing.  

 

 The Paris Vendetta Berry, Steve ***  
4/25/10  

Familiar.   It could be that Steve 
Berryôs recurring protagonist, 
Cotton Malone, has started to 
grow on me. The sixth and latest 
thriller to feature the former 
Department of Justice hero is 
titled The Paris Vendetta, and 
reprises the Danish billionaire 
Henrik Thorvaldsen who wants to 
find out who killed his son. So, 
Cotton is hauled out of his 
Copenhagen bookstore on 
another adventure. Along the way 
thereôs a search for Napoleonôs 
secret treasure. Berry isnôt a 
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terrific writer, but readers who 
like a quick-to-read thriller might 
find a few entertaining hours 
reading this one. 

 The Templar Legacy Berry, Steve Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 The Third Secret Berry, Steve **   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 
The Venetian 
Betrayal  

Berry, Steve **  Apr 08  

Bullies.  Bookseller Cotton 
Malone returns for the third time 
with a familiar cast of characters 
to save the world from a bully. 
Fast moving and implausible plot 
includes weak dialogue and lack 
of character development. Ideal 
for brain -disengaged vacation or 
airplane reading. 

 

 Hannah Coulter  Berry, Wendell  ****  Feb 05 

Living.  Poetic writing and 
inspirational testament to living 
narrated by a woman who has 
welcomed the love and losses of 
life fully. Could be Berryôs best 
novel.   

 
That Distant Land: 
The Collected 
Stories 

Berry, Wendell  ***  Sep 04 

Community.  23 short stories 
arranged chronologically in the 
history of Berryôs fictional 
community of Port William. 
Superb writing that captures 
human nature and community 
life in all its complexity.  

 

 
The Way of 
Ignorance  

Berry, Wendell  ***  Nov 06  

Responsibility.  In these 19 
essays Berry pierces through the 
rhetoric of the arrogant and 
humbly and clearly proposes 
ways for us live together toward 
the common good.  

 

 
Presidential 
Courage 

Beschloss, 
Michael R. **  July 07  

Selections.  Historian selects 
nine U.S. Presidents and specific 
challenges each faced that 
displayed courage. Light summer 
reading lacks insight. 
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Reaching for Glory: 
Lyndon Johnsonôs 
Secret White House 
Tapes, 1964-1965 

Beschloss, 
Michael R. ***  Jan 02  

Eavesdrop on selected 
conversations between Lyndon 
Johnson and a wide cast of 
characters to gain insight into 
how a manipulative President 
operated.  

 Churchill and War  Best, Geoffrey Unread  Shelf of Reproach 2006 

 

 
Reconciliation: 
Islam, Democracy, 
and the West 

Bhutto, Benazir  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
The Bully of 
Bentonville  

Bianco, Anthony Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 Bloodline  Billingham, Mark  ***  
8/19/11  

Suspense.  Mark Billingham 
delivers another well-written 
crime novel featuring detective 
Tom Thorne and titled, Bloodline . 
A serial killer challenges Thorneôs 
ability t o get a step ahead of evil 
plans. Billingham maintains an 
emotional tautness throughout 
this novel as he skillfully moves 
the plot forward and allows the 
character development to ease 
readers into understanding of the 
mystery. The suspense kept me 
turning the pages with interest 
and speed. Readers who enjoy 
crime thrillers are those most 
likely to enjoy this one.  

 

 Buried Billingham, Mark  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
Death Message: A 
Novel of Suspense 

Billingham, Mark  ***  
1/16/10  

Learning.  No matter how much 
he already knows, Detective 
Inspector Tom Thorne continues 
to learn, and continues to make 
mistakes as he learns again. The 
latest thriller featuring Thorne is 
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titled, Death Message, in which 
Thorne is receiving photos and 
messages from a killer. The 
ensemble cast of characters help 
and prod Thorne who acts both 
within and outside the 
constraints of proper procedure. 
Death Message is entertaining 
especially for those readers who 
like British detective fiction.   

 Bed Rest Bilston, Sarah **   Read, but not reviewed.  

 

 Minding Frankie  Binchy, Maeve ***  
3/27/11  

Glue.  Maeve Binchyôs latest 
novel, Minding Frankie , invites 
readers to spend time with a large 
cast of characters bound together 
in a closely knit community in 
Dublin. She reprised some 
characters from earlier novels 
and introduced and developed 
new ones to satisfy both new 
readers and longtime fans. The 
ties that bind us together are 
often those of family, and 
sometimes they come from the 
kindness and caring of neighbors 
and strangers. The many 
imperfect lives Binchy presents in 
this novel find love where it 
happens to be, and build on these 
ties in ways that will satisfy most 
readers who enjoy character-
based fiction.  

 

 Scarlet Feather Binchy, Maeve ***  
05/01  Good writing, character and plot.  

 

 The Return Journey Binchy, Maeve Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 Rome, Inc.  Bing, Stanley * May 06  

Minimal. Reads as if Bing was 
forced to complete an assignment 
in which he has minimal interest. 
Some funny passages, but not 
enough. Continue to read his 
Fortune  column and wait for his 
next book.  
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 The Big Bing Bing, Stanley **  Jan 04  

Too Big.  Collection of years of 
Fortune and Esquire columns by 
CBS executive. Delivers laughs 
and underlying truths about 
executive life. Savor one at a time 
with single malt and Cuban cigar.  

 

What Would 
Machiavelli Do? The 
Ends Justify the 
Meanness 

Bing, Stanley **  Apr 02  

A funny reflection on bad bosses 
by Fortune columnist and CBS 
executive. Dilbert without the 
cartoons.  

 

 
You Look Nice 
Today 

Bing, Stanley ***  Nov 03  

Worklife.  Few novels capture 
what real office work is like. 
Hereôs the exception, with the 
occasional exaggeration for 
pleasure. Interesting times when 
a comment like that in the title 
can lead to a sexual harassment 
suit.  

 

 Class Action 

Bingham, Clara 
and Laura Leedy 

Gansler ***  Sep 02 

Mesmerizing story about a hostile 
work environment at Eveleth 
Mines in Minnesota, a landmark 
lawsuit, and the behavior of all 
participants.  

 

 

J.R.R. Tolkienôs 
Sanctifying Myth: 
Understanding 
Middle Earth  

Birzer, Bradley J. ***  Feb 03 

Holy Hobbits.  What the value 
of myth is to all of us, and what 
myth, Middle Earth, and 
Catholicism meant to Tolkien 
who wanted to return England to 
its pre-World War I bucolic life.   

 

The Big Sort: Why 
the Clustering of 
Like-Minded 
America Is Tearing 
Us Apart  

Bishop, Bill  ***  Nov 08  

Isolation.  Thoughtful and well -
researched exploration of the 
consequences of polarization 
throughout American life.  

 

 
Making Change 
Happen One Person 
at a Time 

Bishop, Jr., 
Charles R. 

DNR  02/01  

Had this been intended as a 
parody, it would be enjoyable to 
read. Unfortunately, the author is 
serious. Recommendation: take a 
pass. 

 

 

The Road from 
Ruin: How to Revive 
Capitalism and Put 
America Back on 
Top 

Bishop, Matthew 
and Michael 

Green 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 
God Lives in St. 
Petersburg and 
Other Stories 

Bissell, Tom Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 
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The Father of All 
Things 

Bissell, Tom Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
Three Nights in 
August 

Bissinger, Buzz Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
Food Matters: A 
Guide to Conscious 
Eating  

Bittman, Mark  ****  
4/25/09  

Dietless.  Leave it to ñThe 
Minimalistò writer of New York 
Times and PBS fame, Mark 
Bittman, to use shortcuts even in 
his book title to convey multiple 
messages. Food Matters means 
both that the food we select 
makes a difference, and this book 
concerns food. Following a 
personal medical wake up call, 
Bittman chose to make some 
impr ovements to his diet along 
the lines that all of us know when 
it comes to clarity on whatôs good 
for us: eat more plants, fewer 
animals, and skip junk food. In a 
non-doctrinaire manner, Bittman 
surveys the state of food in 
America, habits of eating, and 
offers practical suggestions for 
making choices that improve 
health without leading to feelings 
of deprivation. For those readers 
who hate being on a regimented 
diet, Food Matters offers simple 
ways to buy and prepare good 
food, including dozens of recipes. 
Itôs simpler than most of us 
imagine. 

 

 
The Anonymous 
Lawyer 

Blachman, 
Jeffrey 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 A Death in Summer  Black, Benjamin ****  
7/9/11  

Perversions.  The pleasure that 
John Banville must feel as he 
writes mysteries under the 
penname Benjamin Black comes 
across on the pages of each novel. 
The latest, A Death in Summer, 
reprises the brooding Dr. Quirke, 
and explores more seedy aspects 
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of life in Dublin in the 1950s. 
Thereôs a murder that sets the 
action in motion, and then all the 
connections and motives and 
tension is laid out for readers. 
Figuring things out becomes 
incidental to the pleasure of 
enjoying fine writing.  

 Christine Falls  Black, Benjamin ****  May 07  

Quirke . Under a pseudonym, 
John Banville debuts in the 
mystery genre with a novel 
replete with complex characters, 
well-paced plot, lyrical prose, and 
realistic dialogue. Perhaps a 
series featuring protagonist 
Quirke, a pathologist.   

 

 Elegy for April  Black, Benjamin ****  
6/22/10  

Family.  Benjamin Blackôs latest 
novel is titled Elegy for April . 
Quirke is back. Out of rehab for 
his alcoholism, Garret Quirke 
agrees to help his daughter find a 
missing friend. The writing is 
taut, with a great plot and well -
developed characters. All the 
family relationships presented in 
the novel contain insights into 
these closest of relationships. 
Black is the pseudonym of award 
winning writer John Banville. The 
quality of writing here exceeds 
that of most mystery novels. The 
more Banville develops Quirke 
the more engaging a character he 
becomes. In this enjoyable 
installment, heôs almost 
endearing. 

 

 The Lemur  Black, Benjamin ***  Sep 08 

Family.  After a journalist agrees 
to write his father -in -lawôs 
biography, the freelancer he uses 
for research, whom he calls the 
lemur, attempts blackmail and is 
killed. Fine writing under 
pseudonym by John Banville.  

 The Silver Swan Black, Benjamin ***  May 08  

Justice.  Second mystery novel 
from John Banville using a 
pseudonym reprises Garret 
Quirke, Irish pathologist, who 
broods along trying to solve a 
murder and see that justice is 
done. Read on a sunny day to 
offset the gloom.  

 

http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Christine%20Falls.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0507.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805090916/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2010/06/elegy-for-april.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805090916/hopkicompa
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Lemur.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0908.html
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Silver%20Swan.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0508.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805081526/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805090916/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0312428081/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0805081534/hopkicompa


 Page 68 

 

The Secret Currency 
of Love: The 
Unabashed Truth 
About Women, 
Money, and 
Relationships 

Black, Hilary  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2009  

 

 Yes You Can! Black, Jonathan **  Jan 07 

Mumbling.  Part expose on 
motivational speakers, and part 
how-to. Questions, but not 
answers, on why so many are paid 
so much for so little. 

 

 
Creative Ideas for 
Household Storage 

Blackburn, 
Graham 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 Lust 
Blackburn, 

Simon 
Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 
A Journey: My 
Political Life  

Blair, Tony  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 The Postmistress Blake, Sarah Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 Full Steam Ahead Blanchard, Ken **  Sep 03 

Steady As She Goes. Expecting 
seasickness, nausea and a DNR 
rating for the latest from the 
perennially sappy Blanchard, we 
came away nodding in agreement 
with some of the practical and 
useful thoughts from this new 
offering.  

 

 
High Five: The 
Magic of Working 
Together 

Blanchard, Ken, 
and Sheldon 
Bowles, Don 
Carew and 

Eunice Parisi-
Carew 

DNR  05/01  

Junk food fable.  Simplistic. 
Not worth reading.   
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The 108 Skills of 
Natural Born 
Leaders 

Blank, Warren  *  
09/01  

Conflicting and confusing 
recommendations. This book is 
for the self-improvement addict, 
but no one else. 

 

 Dimiter  

Blatty, William 
Peter ***  

7/22/11  

Mysteries.  Iôve had William 
Peter Blattyôs novel, Dimiter , 
sitting around for more than a 
year, and I had put off reading it 
because I read that the plot was 
convoluted, and wanted to save it 
for a time when I could 
concentrate. A recent multi -day 
power outage removed all 
distractions, so I was able to give 
this novel my undivided attention 
over two days. The plot is 
complicated, more than 
convoluted, and the reward for 
engaged readers is an exploration 
into the world of mysteries , past 
and present, and cogent reflection 
on the mysteries of goodness and 
sacrifice. This is an unusual 
novel, finely written, and will be 
appreciated most by those 
readers with the patience and 
diligence to pay close attention.  

 

 Disarming Iraq  Blix, Hans Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 Away Bloom, Amy ***  Nov 07 

Longing.  Novel transports 
readers to the 1920s and to a 
Russian immigrant who does 
whatever it takes to survive and 
thrive in New York, and then 
leaves her life again to head 
across the continent in search of 
the daughter she thought had 
died.  

 

 
Where the God of 
Love Hangs Out 

Bloom, Amy Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 
Where Shall 
Wisdom Be Found 

Bloom, Harold  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  
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Postville: A Clash of 
Cultures in 
Heartland America  

Bloom, Stephen 
G. ***  

 

When a group of Lubavitchers 
opened a kosher slaughterhouse 
in rural Iowa, the town of 
Postville changed dramatically.  

 

 Alphabet Juice  Blount, Jr., Roy Ennui  1/17/09  

Blountôs mastery of language 
combined with his finely honed 
wit provide many occasions for 
laughter on the pages of this 
unusual book. I attempted to read 
it from the beginning forward, 
and while I found some pleasure 
and laughter in this approach, 
found t hat I became bored 
quickly. I then skimmed back and 
forth, stopping at pages that had 
some interest. I found more 
pleasure in that approach, and 
decided not to try again to read it 
from beginning to end.  

 

 Feet on the Street Blount, Jr., Roy Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 
Long Time Leaving: 
Dispatches from Up 
South 

Blount, Jr., Roy Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
Home Made in the 
Kitchen 

Bluestein, Barry 
and Kevin 
Morrissey 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 The Clinton Wars  

Blumenthal, 
SIdney ***  Aug 03 

Soldier. Recent history written 
by Clinton top aide who weaves 
his personal story into the context 
of events. Well written by 
talented journalist, the 800 pages 
may be more than some readers 
want to absorb. 

 

 Black Fly Season Blunt, Giles Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  
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Spin Sisters: How 
the Women of the 
Media Sell 
Unhappiness-and 
liberalism -to the 
Women of America 

Blyth, Myrna  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 
The Managerial 
Moment of Truth  

Bodaken, Bruce Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
Enough: True 
Measures of Money, 
Business, and Life 

Bogle, John C. ****  
7/25/09  

Character.  Index fund pioneer 
Jack Bogle has always marched 
with confidence to the beat of a 
drummer different from that 
followed by his competitors. His 
approach of charging the lowest 
possible fees for mutual funds led 
him toward building Vanguard as 
a market leader, and put less 
money in his own pocket that that 
received by his peers whose fees 
enriched their personal for tunes. 
In his latest book, Enough: True 
Measures of Money, Business and 
Life, Bogle describes the good 
fortune of his own life, and 
presents a manifesto of sorts for 
financial executives to lead 
through a return to fundamental 
personal values, a return to trust, 
and the foundation of strong 
moral character. The title refers 
to a reported conversation 
between Kurt Vonnegut and 
Joseph Heller while they were 
attending a party hosted by a 
billionaire. After Vonnegut tells 
Heller that their host earns more 
in a day that Heller ever earned 
from his successful novel Catch-
22, Heller replied that he has 
something that the billionaire will 
never have: enough. Enough is a 
preachy treatise that may alienate 
some readers, while for others it 
may be inspirational. Because of 
Bogleôs straightforward writing 
style, I highly recommend 
Enough to any reader willing to 
consider alternative ways of 
measuring success and 
achievement. 
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The Battle for the 
Soul of Capitalism 

Bogle, John C. ****  Feb 06 

Lucidity.  Straight talking on 
whatôs gone wrong in corporate 
America and how to fix it. 
Forceful and optimistic, including 
well placed blame and practical 
and achievable solutions.  

 

 The Buffalo Soldier  Bohjalian, Chris  ***  May 02  

Powerful novel of loss and 
recovery with real tension and 
deep feelings. The physical 
surroundings have a life of their 
own. 

 

 

The Politics of 
Happiness: What 
Government Can 
Learn from the New 
Research on Well-
Being 

Bok, Derek Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 2666: A Novel Bolano, Roberto Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 Monsieur Pain Bolano, Roberto Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 
Presidential 
Diversions  

Boller, Jr., Paul 
F. ***  Nov 07 

Tidbits.  Author selects for each 
U.S. President a hobby or an 
interest that in many cases 
illuminates the character of the 
individual.  

 

 
The Third 
Translation  

Bondurant, Matt  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 

A Demon of Our 
Own Design: 
Markets, Hedge 
Funds, and the 
Perils of Financial 
Innovation  

Bookstaber, 
Richard ****  Aug 08  

Complexity.  A well-informed 
exploration of the consequences 
of the financial instruments 
created in recent decades by one 
of the students, creators and risk 
managers of these products.  

 

 
Washington: 
Making the 
American Capital  

Bordewich, 
Fergus ***  Aug 08  

Complications.  Tales of money, 
power, politics and scheming 
among other challenges faced by 
the Founders in selecting the 
location of the capital for the new 
country and then getting it built.  

 

http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Battle%20for%20the%20Soul%20of%20Capitalism.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Battle%20for%20the%20Soul%20of%20Capitalism.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0206.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/The%20Buffalo%20Soldier.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0502.htm
ttp://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Presidential%20Diversions.htm
ttp://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Presidential%20Diversions.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive1107.html
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/A%20Demon%20of%20Our%20Own%20Design.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0808.html
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Washington%20The%20Making%20of%20the%20American%20Capital.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Washington%20The%20Making%20of%20the%20American%20Capital.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/Books/Washington%20The%20Making%20of%20the%20American%20Capital.htm
http://www.hopkinsandcompany.com/archive/archive0808.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0300109903/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0609608339/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0691144893/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0374100144/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0811217140/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0151006121/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1401301819/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0471227277/hopkicompa
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060842385/hopkicompa


 Page 73 

 

Who Moved My 
Soap? The CEOôs 
Guide to Surviving 
in Prison  

Borowitz, Andy  **  July 03  

Snickers.  When you pick up this 
book to read and not buy while 
snacking at the bookstore, you 
may chuckle, smile or snicker, but 
donôt expect to laugh out loud or 
spit out your latte.    

 Confronting Reality  

Bossidy, Larry 
and Ram Charan ****  Mar 05  

Models. Blunt direction to 
executives to use a disciplined 
business model with three related 
elements: external realities, 
internal processes and financial 
targets.   

 
Execution: The 
Discipline of Getting 
Things Done 

Bossidy, Larry 
and Ram Charan ***  Jan 03  

What Itôs All About. If youôre 
an executive, you should know 
the discipline of execution, which 
is what executives do. The 
authors present a primer on what 
this means for todayôs 
organizations. 

 

 

Medium Raw: A 
Bloody Valentine to 
the World of Food 
and the People Who 
Cook 

Bourdain, 
Anthony  **  

3/5/11  

Taste.  There must be a large 
enough audience for all food 
topics to prompt publishers to 
feed readers with books like 
Anthony Bourdainôs Medium 
Raw: A Bloody Valentine to the 
World of Food and the People 
Who Cook. I found Bourdainôs 
writing to be blunt, unwavering in 
judgment and often witty and 
lively. After I finished this 
collection of essays I realized that 
for my taste, I would have 
preferred eating to reading.  

 

 

Finders Keepers: 
The Story of a Man 
Who Found $1 
Million  

Bowden, Mark **  Mar 03  

Stupid Addict.  An account of a 
week in the life of Joey Coyle who 
tried to get away with keeping the 
$1 million that fell off an armored 
truck, and that he found on the 
street. Depressing.  

 A Time to Run Boxer, Barbara Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2006  

 

 
Ordinary 
Thunderstorms  

Boyd, William  ****  
2/19/10  

Stormy.  Thereôs nothing 
ordinary about the thunder than 
rains on protagonist Adam 
Kindredôs life in William Boydôs 
new thriller, Ordinary 
Thunderstorms . It takes a 
powerful suspension of disbelief 
to go along with Boyd as he 
transforms Adam from an 
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academic climatologist to a 
homeless fugitive. Boydôs writing 
is so fine that a readerôs disbelief 
remains suspended as Adam finds 
ways to survive and somewhat 
thrive under trying conditions. 
The descriptive language brings 
every scene to life, and the 
development of each character 
kept me engaged and interested 
throughout the novel. Ordinary 
Thunderstorms  provides hours of 
entertaining reading, and enough 
unresolved by the end to expect 
and savor a rewarding sequel. 

 Restless Boyd, William  ***  Jan 07 

Secrets. In 1976, a teacher 
receives a manuscript from her 
mother that tells of life as a spy 
during World War II. The past 
and present merge, along with the 
shifts in the mother -daughter 
relationship.   

 

Tattoos on the 
Heart: The Power of 
Boundless 
Compassion 

Boyle, Gregory Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2010 

 

 Drop City  Boyle, T.C. ***  Aug 03 

Acidic.  If you can dig a return to 
the 1960s and can dig a 
communal, rural back -to basics-
life, youôll find this book totally 
cool. Boyle writes masterfully and 
captures dialogue, drugs, and 
places with precision. 

 

 Talk Talk  Boyle, T.C. ***  Oct 06  

Identity.  Not all is as it seems in 
this novel of identity theft and the 
longing for revenge. Language, 
imagery, plot and dialogue 
masterful. Deaf protagonist 
memorable. 

 

 The Inner Circle  Boyle, T.C. ***  Dec 04 

Loveless.  Novel presents 
obsessed professor Kinsey and 
the workers and spouses who 
formed the inner circle of the 
pioneering sex studies of the 
1950ôs. Loyalty, idealism, 
intertwined relationships and fine 
writing.  
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 The Women Boyle, T.C. ***  
3/30/09  

Taker.  T.C. Boyleôs novel about 
the wives and mistresses of Frank 
Lloyd Wright titled, The Women, 
leaves readers with one clear 
impression: Mr. Wright got what 
he wanted. Boyle writes the novel 
from the later to the earlier 
periods of Wrightôs life. He begins 
with the wife who survived 
Wright, Olgivanna. He goes on to 
Miriam, whose drug addiction 
and narcissism gave Wright heaps 
of trouble. Mamah is next, 
Wrightôs soulmate, who is 
murdered at Taliesin. Then there 
is Kitty, Wrightôs devoted first 
wife and the mother of his 
children. Boyle uses as the 
narrator a student and apprentice 
at Taliesin, and it is that place 
that becomes the central core of 
the novel. As with other Boyle 
novels, his insights into 
characters is strong, the use of 
language precise and finely 
written (although I only learned 
two or three new words from this 
offering,) and the sett ing 
described with a precision and 
clarity that places come alive. The 
fact that Boyle lives in a house in 
California that Wright designed 
gave him an extra level of 
involvement that helped him 
explore the personality of this 
larger-than-life character who 
packed a lot of complicated living 
into his twentieth century life.  

 

 Tooth and Claw Boyle, T.C. ***  Feb 06 

Fortnight.  Read one story a day 
and enjoy the best two weeks of 
reading you may find this year. 
Creative, finely written, and 
packed with interesting 
characters and settings.  

 

 
When the Killingôs 
Done 

Boyle, T.C. ****  
3/12/11  

Intervention.  In all our 
communities, we and our 
neighbors usually share views 
that are polar opposites. In T.C. 
Boyleôs new novel, When the 
Killingôs Done, he presents the 
extremes of environmentalism: 
scientists working to restore 
ecosystems by killing invasive 
species versus the animal rights 
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activists who want no animals 
killed. Boyle builds complexity 
and empathy into each character, 
and the conflict in the novel 
matches the high-decibel rhetoric 
that dominates our community 
life. Both sides of this conflict 
intervene in the ecology of 
Californiaôs Channel Islands. This 
may be the first Boyle novel that 
did not have me stop to run to my 
dictionary every few dozen pages. 
He maintains his fine  style of 
writing without the distraction of 
using a vocabulary that strains a 
readerôs patience. As with other 
fine novels, this is also a story 
about family and relationships, 
and each relationship contains 
complexity and nuance that will 
keep readers engaged and 
entertained. Boyle is one of our 
finest writers, and this novel 
respects the intelligence of 
readers and leaves it to us to 
consider the issues he raises. 

 
Wild Child and 
Other Stories 

Boyle, T.C. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2011 

 

 To Err is Divine  Bozai, Agata Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 Farewell Summer Bradbury, Ray ***  Aug 07 

Aged.  Over 50 years ago, an 
editor yanked this second part of 
the book that became Dandelion 
Wine. Bradbury has now finished 
it, with wisdom, and ready for 
readers to savor.  

 

 
From the Dust 
Returned  

Bradbury, Ray ***  Jan 02  

Creative and well-written novel 
that could be read aloud to 
frighten pre -adolescents, while 
creating enjoyment for the adult 
reader. 

 

 Now and Forever Bradbury, Ray Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  
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Lucrezia Borgia : 
life, love, and death 
in Renaissance Italy 

Bradford, Sarah Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 

A Different Life: 
Growing Up 
Learning Disabled 
and Other 
Adventures  

Bradlee, Quinn ***  
7/9/09  

Candor.  Memoirs from authors 
in their twenties attract readers 
less from the disclosure of 
wisdom acquired over decades 
than from telling a story about 
something extraordinary and 
worth reading about in a life at its 
beginning. Quinn Bradleeôs 
memoir, A Different Life , tells the 
story of the first twenty six or so 
years of his life. The child of 
Washington Post luminaries Ben 
Bradlee and Sally Quinn, the 
extraordinary story he tells here 
is a sweet tale of being supported 
by loving parents as he struggled 
with learning disabilities and 
medical problems. After years of 
illnesses, Quinn was diagnosed at 
age fourteen with something 
thatôs estimated to impact one in 
2,000 people: Velo-Cardio-Facial 
Syndrome. This genetic syndrome 
is manifested through multiple 
physical ailments and learning 
disabilities. Quinnôs candor in A 
Different Life  led me to wince at 
times and laugh at others as he 
tells his story in his own unique 
way, and without a trace of 
embarrassment. Any parent of a 
child with learning disabilities or 
physical ailments will resonate 
with what Quinn describes on 
many of these pages. Through his 
parents, Quinn has had doors 
open to him that would be closed 
to others, and he has used that 
advantage well in this case as a 
chance for a young man with 
learning disabilities to talk about 
his life and call attention to 
genetic syndromes that we might 
not have heard about before 
reading this book.  
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The New American 
Story 

Bradley, Bill  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2007 

 

 
Flyboys: A True 
Story of Courage 

Bradley, James ***  May 04  

Disturbing.  A fine Memorial 
Day book that will leave readers 
perplexed about wartime 
atrocities by all sides during 
World War II in the Pacific. 
Heroism and barbarism 
described along with courage and 
the effects of propaganda. 

 

 Flags of Our Fathers 

Bradley, James 
and Ron Powers ***  

7/00  

Bradleyôs father was in the Iwo 
Jima battle in 1945 and this book 
chronicles the battle and the men 
who raised the flag. 

 

 

Harvard Rules: The 
Struggle for the Soul 
of the World's Most 
Powerful University  

Bradley, Richard Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 

 

 

High and Mighty: 
SUVs: The Worldôs 
Most Dangerous 
Vehicles and How 
They Got There 

Bradsher, Keith ***  May 03  

Pigs on Stilts.  SUV lovers will 
feel their blood pressure elevate 
on every page of this SUV-
bashing book by NY Times writer. 
Those who loathe SUVs will find 
plenty of facts to support their 
position. SUV myths are 
debunked. 

 

 
Here If You Need 
Me 

Braestrup, Kate Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2008  

 

 
The unthinkable 
thoughts of Jacob 
Green : a novel 

Braff, Joshua Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2004  

 

 Josie and Jack Braffet, Kelly  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2005 
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