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Give Me Your 
Hand 

Abbott, Megan ****  
9/12/18  

Friendship . In her novel titled, Give Me 
Your Hand, Megan Abbott presents the 
relationship between two women, Kit and 
Diane. Just when we begin to think we 
understand these women, things are not as 
they appear. Secrets have great power, and 
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ambition can be a powerful force in life. 
Rivalry takes many forms. Abbott weaves all 
that together in ways that will remind all 
readers that life never proceeds in a straight 
line, and what you think is going on might be 
far from whatôs happening. 

 Enigma Variations  Aciman, Andre Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
Dark at the 
Crossing 

Ackerman, Elliot  ****  
6/2/18  

Disoriented . Most elements of Eliot 
Ackermanôs novel titled, Dark at the Crossing, 
are disorienting. Protagonist Haris Abadi is a 
confused man, an Arab American trying to 
cross the border from Turkey into Syria to 
fight the regime. His plans are disrupted when 
he is robbed, and he finds that crossing the 
border is not that easy after all. His darkness 
increases after a husband and wife, Amil and 
Daphne, take him in, and he questions his 
allegiances. Borders are physical and 
psychological, and Ackerman explores longing 
and loss with great skill in this finely written 
novel. 

 

 Waiting for Eden  Ackerman, Elliot  Unread  Release Date: 9/25/18  

 

 

Dominion: The 
History of England 
from the Battle of 
Waterloo to 
Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee  

Ackroyd, Peter Unread  Release Date: 10/9/18  
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Win Bigly: 
Persuasion in a 
World Where 
Facts Don't Matter  

Adams, Scott ****  
2/2/18  

Techni que . Dilbert  creator Scott Adams 
predicted early in the 2016 presidential 
campaign that Donald Trump would win. In 
his book titled, Win Bigly: Persuasion in a 
World Where Facts Don't Matter , Adams 
explains why. The basic premise of the book is 
that Donald Trump has mastered the 
techniques that are proven successful at 
persuasion. Adams explores many different 
techniques that Trump uses successfully and 
explains why those techniques work. 

 

 Stay with Me Adebayo, Ayobami ****  
3/9/18  

Children . The emotional range of the 
characters presented in Ayobami Adebayoôs 
debut novel titled, Stay with Me , will 
penetrate the defenses of the hardest hearted 
reader. There are losses and joys that reach 
the depths and heights of human experience. 
The centrality of children to the narrative will 
make this novel an ideal choice for a book club 
comprised of parents. The power of cultural 
expectations can be overwhelming, and 
Adebayo draws us into Nigeria and the 
expectations of that culture on those who live 
there. Fans of literary fiction are those readers 
most likely to enjoy reading this finely written 
novel. 

 

 
Children of Blood 
and Bone 

Adeyemi, Tomi ****  
9/5/18  

Magic . Why did I wait months before I read 
the debut novel by Tomi Adeyemi titled, 
Children  of Blood and Bone? I spent several 
delightful hours immersed in this story of a 
fight for the restoration of magic and a way of 
life. There are well-developed interesting 
characters, and a plot that maintained tension 
for over five hundred pages. I loved the 
characters and the story and look forward to 
the second book in this series. 
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 Friday Black 
Adjei-Brenyah, Nana 

Kwame 
Unread  Release Date: 10/23/18  

 

 
That Kind of 
Mother  

Alam, Rumaan ****  
9/24/18  

Understanding . The finely written prose of 
Rumaan Alamôs novel titled, That Kind of 
Mother , is one reason for fans of literary 
fiction to pick up this book. I recommend the 
novel for those readers who enjoy the 
discovery of psychological insight and gaining 
understanding of human behavior. For a male 
writer, Alam shows remarkable understanding 
of women, especially protagonist Rebecca. 
The novel delves into class, race, parenting 
and how we bridge differences and gaps in 
understanding.  

 

 

The King Is 
Always Above the 
People 

Alarcon, Daniel  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 The Hazel Wood Albert, Melissa Unread  Release Date: 1/30/18  

 

 
Fascism: A 
Warning  

Albright, Madeline  *****  
7/12/18 

Virulent . Former United States Secretary of 
State Madeline Albright examines the spread 
of fascism in the 20th and 21st century and 
rings an alarm bell for readers in her book 
titled, Fascism: A Warning. While in many 
places, democracy beat fascism in the 20th 
century, a variety of factors have caused a 
reduction in democracy around the world, 
allowing elements of fascism to infect politics. 
Russia and North Korea are prime examples 
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of what Albright describes. While she doesnôt 
call Trump a fascist, she takes some shots and 
expresses concerns about some aspects of 
behavior that should alarm citizens. Readers 
interested in world affairs are those most 
likely to appreciate this cogent book. 

 
The Princess of 
Herself 

Allen, Roberta Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
In the Midst of 
Winter  

Allende, Isabel ****  
6/2/18  

Maturity . Any day is a good day to read 
about the redemptive power of love. In her 
novel titled, In the Midst of Winter , Isabel 
Allende draws three dissimilar characters 
together to tell each other their personal 
stories. Experiences in Latin and South 
America about human trafficking and 
immigration bring them together, and the 
care they show each other becomes a driving 
force in the plot. Allende explores how 
maturity can deepen the love that can develop 
between people approaching the sunset of 
their lives.  

 

 Bad Stories Almond, Steve Unread  Release Date: 4/1/18  

 

 Endgame Altan, Ahmet  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018.  
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Boom Town: The 
Fantastical Saga of 
Oklahoma City, its 
Chaotic 
Founding... its 
Purloined 
Basketball Team, 
and the Dream of 
Becoming a 
World -class 
Metropolis  

Anderson, Sam *****  
10/12/18 

Thunder . I had no particular reason to pick 
up a copy of Sam Andersonôs book titled, 
Boom Town: The Fantastical Saga of 
Oklahoma City, its Chaotic Founding... its 
Purloined Basketball Team, and the Dream of 
Becoming a World-class Metropolis. I have 
little interest in Oklahoma, and no interest in 
professional basketball. I followed the 
recommendation of a reader with that same 
incuriosity and Iôm glad I did. Sam Anderson 
is a great storyteller and he alternates among 
a variety of story lines throughout this finely 
written book. Whether he is writing about the 
original land run that e stablished Oklahoma 
City in 1889, or the travails of its pro 
basketball team, the havoc of tornadoes, or 
the bombing of the Murrah building, 
Anderson draws readers into the people and 
the place with great skill. I wonôt necessarily 
visit Oklahoma after reading this book, and I 
wonôt start following pro basketball, but I will 
look for Sam Andersonôs byline and anticipate 
terrific writing from this talented author.  

 

 
The Amazing Mr. 
Morality  

Appel, Jacob M. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
As If: Idealization 
and Ideals 

Appiah, Kwame 
Anthony  

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 
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 The Lies That Bind 
Appiah, Kwame 

Anthony  
Unread  Release Date: 8/28/18  

 

 
The El Paso Red 
Flame Gas Station 

Archuleta, J. Reeder Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
The Last Thing I 
Told You 

Arsenault, Emily  Unread  Release Date: 7/24/18  

 

 
1947: Where Now 
Begins 

Åsbrink, Elisabeth  Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
God: A Human 
History  

Aslan, Reza ***  
1/23/18  

Sweeping . After I finished reading Reza 
Aslanôs book titled, God: A Human History , 
my first thought was to wonder what God 
thought of the book. My conclusion was that 
God would be amused, as I expect God usually 
is when we try to think or w rite about God. 
Written for a general audience, this readable 
book provides a sweeping overview of the 
authorôs views of the history of religion and 
the ways in which humans have strived to 
understand the divine.  

 

 Transcription  Atkinson, Kate *****  
11/6/18 

Layers . I loved reading Kate Atkinsonôs novel 
titled, Transcription , for many reasons. 
Atkinsonôs finely written prose will please 
those readers who enjoy literary fiction and 
the art of writing. The protagonist of this  
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novel, Juliet Armstrong, s tarts out as a strong 
and complex character and by the novelôs 
ending, the layers of Julietôs complexity attain 
greater richness. Recruited first as a 
transcriber of spy tapes, then as a spy for MI5 
during World War II, Juliet has something 
about her that makes her stand out and blend 
in at the same time. Atkinson captures the 
time period with great skill and offers a plot 
that will please readers who enjoy a twist and 
turn. Finally, I loved the wit sprinkled 
throughout the novel, especially the 
ineptitude by so many characters that it 
became funny. 

 Tadunoôs Song Atogun, Odafe ****  
7/6/18  

Choice . For those readers who look to fiction 
to transport us to unfamiliar places, consider 
reading Odafe Atogunôs finely written debut 
novel titled, Tadunoôs Song. Reminiscent of 
the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice, the novel 
presents a love story set within a tyrannical 
regime. Protagonist Taduno returns to his 
homeland from exile and finds that while he 
left  as a popular musical celebrity, upon his 
return no one remembers him. Atogun sets up 
Taduno to make a difficult choice, and by the 
time that choice is made, readers will 
recognize harmony in the decision made for 
love. 

 

 

Frenemies: The 
Epic Disruption of 
the Ad Business 
(and Everything 
Else) 

Auletta, Ken Unread  Release Date: 6/5/18  

 

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1101871458/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2018/07/tadunos-song.html
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1101871458/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1101871458/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0008296987/hopkicompa


 

 

 

High -Risers: 
Cabrini -Green and 
the Fate of 
American Public 
Housing 

Austen Ben *****  
5/11/18 

Portraits . Most readers know something 
about Cabrini -Green and have formed views 
and impressions about that place and all 
public housing. In a finely written book titled, 
High -Risers: Cabrini-Green and the Fate of 
American Public Housing , Ben Austen tells 
the Cabrini -Green story in ways that will 
enlighten all readers. Austen excels in the 
ways he humanizes matters of public policy by 
telling us about people: by offering portraits of 
residents and others that enliven the narrative 
and lead to heightened understanding about 
people who are mostly just like us. Poverty, 
race, class, politics and real estate are all lively 
topics, and Austen explores each of them in 
this finely written book.  

 

 Beartown Backman, Fredrik  ****  
6/20/18  

Hockey . Iôve never lived in a small town, and 
have no interest in hockey, but I recognized 
the range of familiar behavior in a large cast of 
characters in Fredrik Backmanôs novel titled, 
Beartown. Set in a rural town in Sweden, the 
lives of many inhabitants revolve around their 
hockey team, and their plans for a community 
renewal after their junior team wins a 
championship. Along the way, Backman 
injects class conflict and an accusation of rape 
on the eve of the big game. Every character in 
the novel is complex and well-drawn. After a 
few dozen pages, most readers will feel as if 
we are living in Beartown and will root for our 
favorite characters. 

 

 
The Deal of a 
Lifetime  

Backman, Fredrik  ****  
2/9/18  

Value . Many people spend time over the 
holidays reflecting on what is of lasting value 
and many use New Yearôs resolutions as a way 
to align oneôs behavior with oneôs values. One 
holiday afternoon I read a novella about 
values and what a life is worth by Fredrik  
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Backman titled, The Deal of a Lifetime. Most 
readers will spend more time reflecting on the 
story than is spent reading it. Any reader 
reflecting on the meaning of life should 
consider using this novella as one way to delve 
deeper into those reflections. 

 Us Against You Backman, Fredrik  ****  
8/17/18  

Survivors . Fredrik Backman returns to 
Beartown in his novel titled, Us Against You, 
and the ensemble cast from the previous novel 
set in this rural Hockey town in Sweden face 
new challenges. Events from the first novel led 
players to leave the Beartown team to skate 
for the team in the neighboring town of Hed. 
A new coach for Beartown changes the 
dynamics, and a politician knows just what it 
will take to feather his own nest. What 
Backman does so well in this novel and others 
is lead us to insights about people, from their 
good and bad behaviors. Packed with love, 
friendship and loyalty, this is a story of 
survival, for a town and for its people.  

 

 

Hyperfocus: How 
to Be More 
Productive in a 
World of 
Distraction  

Bailey, Chris Unread  Release Date: 8/28/18  

 

 
Long Road to 
Mercy 

Baldacci, David Unread  Release Date: 11/13/18 

 

 The Fallen Baldacci, David ****  
6/2/18  

Compassion . Protagonist Amos Decker 
returns in the fourth installment of the 
Memory Man series by David Baldacci, a 
novel titled, The Fallen. Fans of the series are 
those readers most likely to enjoy this 
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addition to the series. Baldacci continues to 
deepen the development of this interesting 
character, in this novel by the compassion and 
care that Amos provides to a young girl who is 
dealing with missing her deceased dad. 
Deckerôs own experience gives him the way to 
provide compassion and help. As always with 
Baldacci, the plot moves quickly, the story is 
engaging, and the characters are interesting. 

 

You Canôt Spell 
America Without 
Me 

Baldwin, Alec and 
Kurt Andersen ***  

1/4/18  

Overdosed . Anyone whoôs entertained by 
Alec Baldwinôs impersonation of Donald 
Trump should enjoy reading (or listening to) a 
new book by Baldwin and Kurt Anderson 
titled, You Canôt Spell America Without Me . I 
found some humor in this book, but realized 
pretty quickly than I am entertained better by 
this impersonation in small doses. Taking it 
all in at once was less entertaining and more 
overwhelming. Readers who can pace 
themselves can avoid such overdosing. 

 

 Census Ball, Jesse ****  
4/23/18  

Journey . From birth, we sentient beings are 
on a journey toward death, trying along the 
way to figure out what life is all about. In his 
novel titled, Census, Jesse Ball uses finely 
crafted prose and a creative imagination to 
offer a kind and loving model of our common 
journey. After an ill widower learns that he 
does not have long to live, his concern turns 
toward who will care for his son with Down 
syndrome. He decides to take a final trip with 
his son from towns A toward Z while serving 
as a census taker. Readers who enjoy finely 
written literary fiction are those most likely to 
enjoy this novel. 
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The Fleur de Sel 
Murders  

Bannalec, Jean-Luc ****  
8/17/18  

Scheme . The third installment in the 
Britta ny Mystery Series by Jean-Luc Bannalec 
featuring Commissaire Dupin is titled, The 
Fleur de Sel Murders. The famous salt from 
Brittany features prominently in this novel, as 
Dupin  continues to shed his Parisian 
perspective as he learns to love Bretons and 
their beautiful area. Dupinôs partner on a 
murder case is a Breton, Commissaire Rose, 
and she is a formidable and independent ally. 
This pair works fast and hard to get to the 
bottom of a scheme and to uncover the 
villains. Fans of crime fiction are those 
readers most likely to enjoy this novel. 
Readers will learn lots about salt from this 
novel and fans will look forward to the next 
novel in the series. 

 

 Mrs. Osmond Banville, John ****  
5/11/18 

Freedom . Every time I finish reading a novel 
by John Banville, I think abo ut the delight he 
must feel in his freedom to have fun by 
writing the books he wants to write. In his 
latest novel titled, Mrs. Osmond, Banville 
takes Isabel Archer, the heroine of Henry 
Jamesô novel, The Portrait of a Lady , and 
twists the story in ways that made me smile. 
While the prose can be tough slogging at times 
as Banville writes in the style of James for this 
homage, the shift in plot made up for any 
challenges. Isabel returns to Gilbert Osmond 
in Italy with a surprise and she is admired by 
the way in which she turns the tables on a bad 
situation. This novel is all about freedom and 
Banvilleôs joy in writing it comes through, 
especially for those readers who enjoy literary 
fiction.  
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 Time Pieces Banville, John ****  
3/20/18  

Ode . Ramble around the city of Dublin in 
your mind while reading John Banvilleôs 
personal reminiscences of his life there in a 
book titled, Time Pieces. The city was a special 
destination during his childhood when on his 
birthday, he and his mother would travel from 
their small town for a day in the city. The 
photos by Paul Joyce add to Banvilleôs writing, 
and gave a clear visual effect to supplement 
the text. Fans of Banvilleôs novels will enjoy 
the references to Quirke and what the places 
where Banville set him meant to the author. 
Readers who enjoy Dublin will be brought 
back to their own memories of that place 
through Banvilleôs fine writing about his own 
recollections. 

 

 
The Silence of the 
Girls 

Barker, Pat *****  
10/12/18 

Viewpoint . Can a historical novel set during 
the Trojan War be an anthem for the #MeToo 
movement? Pat Barkerôs novel titled, The 
Silence of the Girls, offers a womanôs 
perspective not contained in the Iliad. 
Protagonist Briseis was queen in a kingdom 
near Troy, but when Achilles arrived, he killed 
her family and received her as a prize for his 
victory in conquering that kingdom. Our 
ancient stories often lack a female perspective, 
and Barkerôs offering here is superb. We care 
about these women who are treated as objects, 
and we understand their plight. The army 
encampment around Troy was perfectly 
described, so readers can imagine the setting, 
hear the sounds, smell the rot, and shiver as 
the rats multiply. Readers who enjoy finely 
written historical fiction are those most likely 
to enjoy this novel. 
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 The Only Story Barnes, Julian ****  
11/6/18 

Affair . Having a love affair sounds elegant 
and secretive. When Paul at age 19 begins an 
affair with Susan, a forty-eight-year-old 
married woman, it started out as exciting and 
secretive. Julian Barnes structured his book 
titled, The Only Story, as a fictional memoir, 
and over the course of fewer than three 
hundred pages, we follow the relationship 
between Paul and Susan over decades. The 
excitement, secrecy and elegance turn into 
cold reality after not many pages, and we see 
the gritty reality of everyday life along with 
the ways in which love can overlook 
shortcomings. As expected, Barnesô prose is 
finely written and his insight into human 
behavior carries many insights. 

 

 
Tears of Salt: A 
Doctorôs Story 

Bartolo, Pietro  *****  
4/16/18  

Lampedusa . The life of Doctor Pietro 
Bartolo turned upside down and inside out 
when refugees from fighting in North Africa 
and the Middle East began to arrive on his 
native island of Lampedusa. In his book titled, 
Tears of Salt: A Doctorôs Story, Bartolo tells us 
of his life and of this time when how a person 
feels about the dignity of every life requires 
the hardest work one has ever done. While 
much of what Bartolo describes in this book 
involves suffering, the inspiration comes from 
his steadiness while facing the unexpected, 
and how he did all he could to alleviate 
suffering. 

 

 Snap Bauer, Belinda ****  
10/5/18  

Jack . Belinda Bauerôs crime novel titled, 
Snap, grabbed me in the first few pages and 
kept me engaged to the end. The entire cast of 
characters is well-developed, but protagonist 
Jack is the best of all. After the murder of his 
mother, Jackôs father fails to cope with caring 
for three children, so young Jack takes charge 
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and finances their needs through burglary. 
After scores of break-ins, local police call this 
the Goldilocks case because Jack often sleeps 
in the ownerôs beds and eats their food. After 
DCI John Mar vel is assigned to the area 
following a demotion, heôs not interested in a 
burglary case, but becomes energized when 
thereôs a murder to solve. Bauer plots this 
novel with great skill and excels at developing 
great characters. Fans of crime fiction are 
those readers most likely to enjoy this novel. 

 

American Prison: 
A Reporter's 
Undercover 
Journey into the 
Business of 
Punishment  

Bauer, Shane Unread  Release Date: 9/18/18  

 

 

Living in the 
Weather of the 
World  

Bausch, Richard Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 

Unfinished 
Business: The 
Unexplored 
Causes of the 
Financial Crisis 
and the Lessons 
Yet to be Learned 

Bayoumi, Tamim Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 Pretend Iôm Dead Beagin, Jen Unread  Release Date: 5/15/18  
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How Do We Look: 
The Body, the 
Divine, and the 
Question of 
Civilization  

Beard, Mary Unread  Release Date: 9/4/18  

 

 
Women and 
Power: A 
Manifesto 

Beard, Mary ****  
1/23/18  

Misogyny . Drawn from two lectures by Mary 
Beard, her book titled, Women and Power: A 
Manifesto, lays out a clear case for women in 
leadership taking on power by being women 
and not defining leadership as a male 
preserve. Beard lays out succinctly the long 
history in which women have been silenced 
and kept out of power and leadership through 
misogyny. Enough! 

 

 
Madness Is Better 
Than Defeat 

Beauman, Ned Unread  Release Date: 2/13/18  

 

 

What is Real?: The 
Unfinished Quest 
for the Meaning of 
Quantum Physics 

Becker, Adam Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 The Immortalists  Benjamin, Chloe *****  
5/22/18  

Siblings . Would you live differently if you 
knew the date of your death? Chloe Benjamin 
explores that question in her finely written 
novel titled, The Immortalists . After the four 
Gold siblings visit a fortune teller and are told 
when they will die, each individual makes 
choices about life because of what was 
foretold. Because of her finely written prose 
and deep character development, skeptical 
readers can overlook the magical dimension of 
their shared formative experience. Each 
sibling chooses differently how to incorporate 
what they were told in their youth into their 
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lives. Benjamin develops each siblingôs life by 
drawing readers into specific times and places 
that maintain the novelôs momentum. 

 
Keeping On 
Keeping On 

Bennett, Alan Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 The Deceivers Berenson, Alex ****  
3/3/18  

Russians . The twelfth thriller novel by Alex 
Berenson to feature protagonist John Wells is 
titled, The Deceivers. Pulled away from family 
for another special assignment, Wells expects 
one high profile assignment, but receives a 
different one as President Duto sends Wells 
into a complicated thicket of plots by Russian 
operatives to take over the United States 
government. Fans of the series will enjoy this 
novel, as will any reader who enjoys thrillers 
with plot lines grabbed from current 
headlines. 

 

 Night of Miracles  Berg, Elizabeth Unread  Release Date: 11/13/18 

 

 The Third Hotel   Berg, Laura van den ****  
11/24/18 

Unsettled . From the beginning to the end of 
Laura van den Bergôs novel titled, The Third 
Hotel, I was unsettled. Thereôs a fluid 
movement from reality to the supernatural or 
surreal. Imagin ation blends with the physical 
world. A setting in Havana adds some mystery 
and an inability to become comfortable. I was 
propelled and pummeled by van den Bergôs 
fine writing, leading me to reread some 
sentences. Marriage, sorrow, love, loss, and 
grief are all offered on the pages of this novel 
for readers to sort out. Has protagonist Claire 
really seen her dead husband, Richard, in 
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Havana at the film festival he had planned to 
attend? Is our life a horror movie? Readers 
who enjoy literary fiction and who can become 
comfortable with being unsettled and ending 
the book with uncertainty are those most 
likely to enjoy this finely written novel.  

 

Away with Words: 
An Irreverent Tour 
Through the 
World of Pun 
Competitions  

Berkowitz, Joe ***  
9/12/18  

Punderdome . I expected more puns in the 
book by Joe Berkowitz titled, Away with 
Words: An Irreverent Tour Through the 
World of Pun Competitions . The subtitle 
should have warned me that the content had 
more than just puns. I enjoyed spending time 
with Berkowitz on his journey to events like 
Punderdome. While I appreciate a good pun, I 
had no idea that pun competitions were even 
a thing. Berkowitz makes his own excursion 
into this world fun to read, and his 
descriptions of the major punners were a 
delight to read. Did I really reach the end of 
my brief review without making a pun?  

 

 

Evening in 
Paradise: More 
Stories 

Berlin, Lucia  Unread  Release Date: 11/6/18 

 

 A Double Life Berry, Flynn  Unread  Release Date: 7/31/18  

 

 The Bishopôs Pawn Berry, Steve ****  
4/16/18  

King . The thirteenth novel in the Cotton 
Malone series by Steve Berry takes an 
approach different from the first dozen books 
in the series. In the novel titled, The Bishopôs 
Pawn, Berry presents Cotton Maloneôs link to 
Martin Luther King in t he past and in the 
present. The past involves backstory: the first 
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work that Malone did for Stephanie Nelle. 
Fans of action novels will find plenty to enjoy 
in this book, and those readers who have 
enjoyed the series are those most likely to 
appreciate the latest installment.  

 Presidents of War Beschloss, Michael Unread  Release Date: 10/9/18  

 

 Empire of Light  Bible, Michael  Unread  Release Date: 4/24/18  

 

 

Promise Me, Dad: 
A Year of Hope, 
Hardship, and 
Purpose 

Biden, Joe ****  
1/12/18 

Authenticity . Most readers will pick up a 
copy of the book titled, Promise Me, Dad: A 
Year of Hope, Hardship, and Purpose, because 
the author, former Vice President Joe Biden, 
is a familiar figure. Those readers who finish 
the book are likely to feel that they spent this 
reading time in a fruitful way, coming away 
with a deeper understanding of character, 
courage, family and the optimism that leads 
us to hope. Joe Biden is one of the most 
genuine and authentic individuals in public 
life, and his emotions appear unvarnished on 
every page of this book about the last year in 
the life of his son, Beau, who died of brain 
cancer. 

 

 The Killing Habit  Billingham, Mark  Unread  Release Date: 6/26/18  
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 Immortal Life  Bing, Stanley ****  
2/9/18  

Titan . Stanley Bing is the penname of Gil 
Schwartz, Senior EVP at CBS, and his latest 
novel is titled, Immortal Life . Bing takes the 
news stories of corporate titans funding 
projects to extend human lifespan, especially 
their own, combines that with  major 
corporate consolidations and adds progress 
made in artificial intelligence. The result is a 
satire about corporate arrogance and greed, 
and an inquiry into what it means to be a 
person. Bing is being playful in this novel, as 
he does regularly in his writing. The 
characters are larger and smaller than life. He 
pokes around the edges of what might be a 
future and leads us to laugh at the 
permanence of human folly. 

 

 

If You Ask Me: 
Essential Advice 
from Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

Binker, Mary Jo  Unread  Release Date: 10/9/18  

 

 

The Good Spy: The 
Life and Death of 
Robert Ames 

Bird, Kai  Unread  Release Date: 5/20/14 

 

 
Murder on the Left 
Bank 

Black, Cara ****  
10/5/18  

Hand . The eighteenth installment in the 
Aimée Leduc series by Cara Black is titled, 
Murder on the Left Bank . Set in 1999, Aimée 
and her partner, Rene, are helping clients 
prepare for Y2K when an attorney hires Aimée 
to find a missing notebook. Very quickly, 
Aimée finds herself and her daughter in peril 
from the actions of a group called The Hand, 
crooked police who ordered the death of 
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Aiméeôs father. The plot moves quickly and 
maintains a readerôs interest throughout the 
novel. Fans of the series are those readers 
most likely to appreciate the return of familiar 
characters and Blackôs ability to maintain 
interesting stories about fascinating people. 

 
The Undertakerôs 
Daughter 

Blaedel, Sara ****  
5/3/18  

Inheritance . The protagonist of Sara 
Blaedelôs novel titled, The Undertakerôs 
Daughter, has been living what seems to a 
contented life in Copenhagen, Denmark. A 
widow in her forties, Ilka Nichols Jensen 
works as a school photographer. When she 
gets the news that her estranged father, whom 
she hasnôt seen in three decades, has died, she 
also learns that she has an inheritance: a 
funeral home in Racine, Wisconsin. With that 
set up, Blaedel puts Ilka into situations that 
strain credulity and provide the elements of a 
good murder mystery. While the novel brings 
one mystery to a satisfying conclusion, Blaedel 
leaves a cliffhanger that will please some 
readers and frustrate others. I assume there 
will be another novel featuring Ilka a s she 
continues to struggle with what to do with the 
funeral home she inherited.  

 

 White Houses Bloom, Amy ****  
3/20/18  

Lovesong . One white house is a tiny building 
on Long Island. The other is at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. 
One protagonist is Eleanor Roosevelt. The 
other is Lorena Hi ckok. By choosing to tell the 
story of this relationship in novel form in her 
book titled, White Houses, Amy Bloom is able 
to avoid footnotes and connect the dots is a 
well-documented friendship between Eleanor 
and Hick. Bloomôs prose makes the whole 
book a love song. The places where Eleanor 
and Hick spend time together are described 

 

https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1455541117/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1455541117/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2018/05/the-undertakers-daughter.html
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1455541117/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1455541117/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/081299566X/hopkicompa
http://bkrev.blogspot.com/2018/03/white-houses.html
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/081299566X/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1455541117/hopkicompa
https://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/081299566X/hopkicompa


 

 

with finely written lyrical prose, and the 
intimate relationship is presented with great 
affection for both protagonists.  

 Daphne Boast, Will  Unread  Release Date: 2/6/18  

 

 Eventide Bohman, Therese Unread  Release Date: 4/10/18  

 

 
The Wrong 
Heaven 

Bonnafons, Amy Unread  Release Date: 7/17/18 

 

 

The CEO Next 
Door: The 4 
Behaviors That 
Transform 
Ordinary People 
into World -Class 
Leaders 

Botelho, Elena L. and 
Kim R. Powell 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 Love Is Blind Boyd, William  Unread  Release Date: 10/9/18  

 

 

Barking to the 
Choir: The Power 
of Radical Kinship  

Boyle, Gregory *****  
3/3/18  

Us. On any given page of Gregory Boyleôs 
book titled, Barking to the Choir: The Power 
of Radical Kinship , readers are likely to laugh, 
smile or tear up, as he tells the stories of the 
people he has gotten to know in Los Angeles 
in his work at Homeboy Industries. The title 
refers to one of many malaprops that Boyle 
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has heard from in the three decades of work 
he has done at Homeboy. This book is all 
about inclusion: we live in mutuality, and 
there should be no ñother.ò Kinship means 
that everyone matters, and there is no 
exclusion from ñus.ò The stories in this book 
are our stories, and the people are all part of 
our extended family.  

 
A Ladder to the 
Sky 

Boyne, John Unread  Release Date: 11/13/18 

 

 

The General vs. 
the President: 
MacArthur and 
Truman at the 
Brink of Nuclear 
War 

Brands, H.W. Unread  Release Date: 10/11/16 

 

 The Spy of Venice Brendreth, Benet Unread  Release Date: 8/7/18  

 

 

Tailspin: The 
People and Forces 
Behind America's 
Fifty -Year Fall-and 
Those Fighting to 
Reverse It 

Brill, Steven Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 A Lucky Man Brinkley, Jamel  Unread  Release Date: 5/1/18  
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 The Pisces Broder, Melissa Unread  Release Date: 5/1/18  

 

 
A Whispered 
Name 

Brodrick, William  ****  
9/12/18  

Substitute . Iôm a sucker for novels that delve 
into moral complexity. One book in the Father 
Anselm series by William Broderick, a novel 
titled, A Whispered Name, explores the 
decisions made during wartime and the 
secrets and consequences that followed. One 
soldier substitutes himself for someone else, 
and decades later, Father Anselm unravels the 
reasons why, and the role of his mentor in 
what happened. I expected to be reading a 
quick mystery, and instead I slowed down as 
the discernment of right from wrong got 
muddied, and I paid close attention, to great 
satisfaction. 

 

 The Silent Ones Brodrick, William  Unread  Release Date: 10/16/18 

 

 

Small Animals: 
Parenthood in the 
Age of Fear 

Brooks, Kim Unread  Release Date: 8/21/18  

 

 

Ninety -Nine 
Glimpses of 
Princess Margaret 

Brown, Craig Unread  Release Date: 8/7/18  
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In the Galway 
Silence 

Bruen, Ken Unread  Release Date: 11/6/18 

 

 
The Ghosts of 
Galway 

Bruen, Ken ****  
1/4/18  

Revenge . The darkest novel yet to feature 
protagonist Jack Taylor is titled, The Ghosts 
of Galway, by Ken Bruen. Having failed 
suicide and needing cash, Jack takes on a job 
as a security guard. His boss tempts him into 
tracking down a heretical book, and Jack 
yields to the temptation. What stirs Jack in 
this outing is the pleasure of revenge against 
all forms of ghosts, and the violence that 
follows seems to stimulate Jack back to life. 

 

 The Judge Hunter Buckley, Christopher *****  
5/22/18  

Pepys . Readers looking for an escape from 
the present for laughs about the past with a 
nod toward contemporary life are those most 
likely to love reading Christopher Buckleyôs 
novel titled, The Judge Hunter. Set in the 17th 
century, the novel mixes historical figures like 
Samuel Pepys and Peter Stuyvesant with an 
interesting cast of fictional characters. The 
plot and schemes are funny, the prose fast-
paced, and the wit smile provoking. Buckley 
pokes Puritans and Quakers with equal fervor. 
I was thoroughly entertained by this novel.  

 

 

Moneyland: Why 
Thieves And 
Crooks Now Rule 
The World And 
How To Take It 
Back 

Bullough, Oliver  Unread  Release Date: 9/6/18  
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His Bloody 
Project: 
Documents 
Relating to the 
Case of Roderick 
Macrae 

Burnet, Graeme 
Macrae 

Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 

 

 
The Accident on 
the A35 

Burnet, Graeme 
Macrae 

Unread  Release Date: 10/26/17  

 

 Milkman  Burns, Anna Unread  Release Date: 12/4/18  

 

 Social Creature Burton, Tara Isabella ****  
10/12/18 

Dark . Fans of dark psychological fiction are 
those readers most likely to enjoy Tara 
Isabella Burtonôs debut novel titled, Social 
Creature. From the earliest pages of 
exposition of the unequal and manic 
relationship between Louise and Lavinia, I 
knew something bad would happen (Burton 
makes part of that clear very early on), and 
like watching an auto accident, I couldnôt peel 
my eyes away. The prose is well-written, the 
plot engaging, and the story deliciously dark 
and evil. 

 

 Chokehold Butler, Paul Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018.  
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 Paris by the Book Callanan, Liam *****  
10/5/18  

Adrift . Surrender yourself to what Liam 
Callanan creates in his novel titled, Paris by 
the Book. Protagonist Leah falls in love with 
Robert, beginning when he pays for a 
childrenôs book that she steals from a 
bookstore in Wisconsin. Robert, a writer, goes 
missing, and Leah takes their two daughters 
to Paris, where she expects she will find 
Robert. While in grief and adrift, some force 
or other leads Leah to buy a Paris bookstore. 
All of l ife is a search of some sort or another, 
and what is it that we are all looking for? Let 
Callanan take you to Paris and see if what you 
are looking for can be found there. 

 

 
The Line Becomes 
a River 

Cantu, Francisco Unread  Release Date: 2/6/18  

 

 Little  Carey, Edward Unread  Release Date: 10/23/18  

 

 
A Long Way from 
Home 

Carey, Peter Unread  Release Date: 2/27/18  

 

 On Power Caro, Robert A. Unread  Shelf of Ennui 2018. 
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